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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR GENERATING
A PROFILE FROM WHICH A PUBLICATION
MAY BE CREATED

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention 1s generally related to the field of
on-line publishing and, more particularly, 1s related to a
system and method for generating a profile from which a
publication may be created.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In the mid 1400’s, Johann Gutenberg revolutionized how
information 1s disseminated through his invention of the
movable type press. With the publication of the Mazarin
Bible, documents that were once held 1n the exclusive
domain of a chosen few were now widely available to the
masses. Nearly 550 years later, the mass media revolution
that Gutenburg started 1s alive and well, complete with
newspapers such as the New York Times and the Washington
Post, magazines such as Newsweek and Sports Illustrated,
and literally thousands upon thousands of other publications.

While these thousands of publications cover a wide range
of iterests, from news to sports to fashion to model
rocketry, they do have one aspect in common. This common
aspect 1s the fact that they are intended to be read by a mass
market. In the pre-Gutenberg days, a document would
literally be read by only one person or a very small number
of people. Currently, 1t 1s not economically viable for today’s
publications to have such a small readership. This 1s due at
least 1n part to high marketing, production and distribution
costs. In fact, many of today’s publications are funded to a
very large extent by the advertising contained within them.
These advertisers are attracted to publications that can
consistently deliver a large, reliable audience of consumers
that are exposed to their advertising.

While this mass-market publication model has worked
well for hundreds of years, 1t 1s not without 1ts problems.
One such problem 1s that a typical reader of a publication has
a wide variety of interests. Consequently, no single mass-
market publication will be able to satisfy all these interests.
For example, a reader who 1s imterested 1 international
news, golf, fly-fishing, genealogy, and computers may have
to subscribe to several different publications to satisly these
interests. Since these publications are intended for a mass
market, they inevitably contain a significant amount of
material 1ncluding articles, advertising, and other content
that does not hold our reader’s interest. Our reader generally
ignores such material resulting 1 a significant amount of
wasted paper. Advertisers know this, and agree to pay
considerably less to mass market magazine or newspaper per
1000 exposures to their ad than they would pay to a
direct-mail generator. This 1s because the direct-mail gen-
erator can provide a more speciiic guarantee that the people
exposed to their ad are of demographic group that will be
much more likely to read their ad and be interested m 1it.

™

In addition, 1t 1s neither cost-effective nor time effective
for most readers to subscribe to and/or read a large number
of publications. Generally, the typical reader will only
subscribe to a few publications that are of the most 1nterest
to them. The reader reduced readership level of the publi-
cations our typical reader chooses not to subscribe to, even
though he would be interested in at least some of the
editorial and advertising content contained inside, means
that the publication receives less subscription and advertis-
ing revenue than they otherwise would. If many other
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readers make the same decision, the continued viability of
the publication may be 1n jeopardy, and the publication may
be forced to go out of business. In fact, many publications
do go out of business yearly for failing to attract a sustaining
number of advertisers and readers. This 1s the case even if
there are a large number of readers that would be interested
in reading their publication, and a corresponding number of
advertisers anxious to have these readers exposed to their
ads. In general, publications that fail to attract a substantial
mass market of people willing to pay for and/or read them
cease publication. This 1s a shame, since many of these
publications would enrich the diversity of information avail-
able to all readers, and would provide an avenue for lesser
known writers and artists to practice their wares.

In more recent years, a new type of publication has
emerged, namely, the electronic publication. Readers of
these publications typically sign onto the Internet through
their computer, and read the publications on-line. Some of
these publications, such as CNN.com and pointcast.com,
allow users to state personal preferences on what type of
material they want to read. Often, these personalized elec-
tronic publications include advertising, usually 1n the form
of a banner ad that 1s placed on the top of the screen.

While these electronic publications have been an inter-
esting development in the distribution of information, they
still represent a tiny fraction of the information that is
published under the more traditional post-Gutenburg model.
Many readers of these electronic publications complain that
they are very difficult to read, especially for long periods of
time. While 1t might be convenient for a reader to sign onto
the Internet to look at the CNN.com web site for a briet
summary of late breaking news, this reader would most
likely only spend a few minutes at the site. This reader 1s
also still likely to subscribe to the more traditional print
media such as Newsweek or the Washington Post.
Additionally, this reader also would likely spend signifi-
cantly more time reading the more traditional printed pub-
lication than an electronic publication, and correspondingly,
spend more time being exposed to the ads 1n the traditional
printed publication. Accordingly, printed publications con-
tinue to flourish today more than five centuries after Guten-
berg made them possible.

In addition, another problem presents itself for electronic
publications. For a given interest of a particular reader, there
may be potentially thousands of related articles,
advertisements, and other content 1items. The average reader
1s simply not going to be able to read all of the potential
content 1tems that hold their interest on a daily basis.
Therefor, 1t 1s necessary to create a filter that 1s used to
narrow the potential content items to a select few that are
presented to the reader. Such a filter 1s usually relatively
extensive so as to ensure that the total number of potential
content items can be effectively narrowed down to the select
few that are presented to the reader. To create such a filter,
the reader may fill out a questionnaire, for example, as to
their particular interests, etc. Unfortunately, due to the
significant amount of limiting mformation needed for an
ciiective filter, it may take a rather long time for the reader
to accomplish this task. Unfortunately, the reader may lose
patience with the process, resulting in a failure to complete
the filter or 1n an 1naccurate filter.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In light of the foregoing, the present invention provides
for a system and method for generating a personal profile. In
onc embodiment, the system includes a processor circuit
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having at least one processor and at least one memory. The
system also 1ncludes profile building logic stored on the at
least one memory and executable by the at least one pro-
cessor. The profile building logic includes logic to 1dentily
a role model profile 1 a profile database, logic to copy the
role model profile 1into a client proiile, and logic to save the
client profile in the profile database. The role model profile
includes a number of parameters to be consulted to generate
an on-line publication.

Broadly stated, the method for generating a personal
proiile according to the present invention includes the fol-
lowing steps: identifying a role model profile in a profile
database, the role model profile including a number of
parameters to be consulted to generate an on-line publica-
tion; copying the role model profile mto a client profile; and
saving the client profile 1n the profile database.

The present mvention provides several advantages. For
example, the task of creating a personal profile from which
a personal on-line publication may be generated 1s greatly
simplified. Consequently, the amount of time necessary to
generate a personal profile 1s greatly reduced.

Other features and advantages of the present mvention
will become apparent to a person with ordinary skill in the
art 1n view of the following drawings and detailed descrip-
fion. It 1s mntended that all such additional features and
advantages be included herein within the scope of the
present mvention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The 1nvention can be understood with reference to the
following drawings. The components 1n the drawings are not
necessarily to scale. Also, in the drawings, like reference
numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the sev-
eral views.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of a network according to the
present mvention;

FIG. 2 1s a drawing of a profile graphical user interface
displayed on a client in the network of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a drawing of a graphical user mterface for role
model selection displayed on a client 1n the network of FIG.
1,

FIG. 4 1s a drawing of a graphical user interface for

previewing a role model paper displayed on a client 1n the
network of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 1s a drawing of a graphical user interface for

entering a client profile displayed on a client in the network
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 1s a functional block diagram of logic executed on
a server 1n the network of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 1s a flow chart of profile build logic executed on a
server 1n the network of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 8 1s a flow chart of daily select logic executed on a
server 1n the network of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

With reference to FIG. 1, shown 1s a proiiling network
100 that includes a web server 103, a client 106, and a role
model client 109. The web server 103, client 106, and role
model client 109 are each coupled to a network 113. The
web server 103 and the client 106 allow a user of the client
106 to genecrate a profile that 1s to be used to generate a
personal publication that 1s transmitted from the web server
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103 to the client 106. In particular, the profile of the user 1s
created by copying a profile of a role model that 1s already
stored on the web server 103 as will be discussed. Before an
explanation of the operation of the profiling network 100 1s
provided, a more detailed description of the web server 103,
client 106, the role model client 109, and the network 113 1s
provided.

The web server 103 includes a processor circuit having a
processor 123 and a memory 126, both of which are coupled
to a local interface 129. Stored on the memory 126 and
executable by the processor 123 1s an operating system 133
and profile logic 136. Also, a profile database 139 and a
content database 143 are stored on the memory 126. Stored
within the profile database 139 are a number of profiles,
including a client profile 1414 and a role model profile 1415b.

The client 106 includes a processor 153 and a memory
156, both of which are coupled to a local interface 159.
Stored on the memory 156 and executable by the processor
153 1s an operating system 163 and a browser 166. The client
106 also includes one or more 1nput/output devices 169 that
are coupled to the local interface 159 by corresponding
input/output interfaces 173. User input/output devices 169
may 1nclude, for example, but are not limited to a keypad,
touch pad, touch screen, microphone, mouse, joystick, or
one or more push buttons, a screen, indicator lights,
speakers, printers, etc.

The client 106 also includes a display device 176 that 1s
coupled to the local interface 159 through a display interface
179. The display device 176 may be, for example, a cathode
ray tube (CRT), a liquid crystal display screen, a gas
plasma-based flat panel display, indicator lights, light emit-
ting diodes, or other suitable display device. The display
interface 179 may include, for example, an appropriate
video card or other suitable interface device. The input/
output interfaces 173 may comprise, for example, various
interface cards and or other such devices. Displayed on the
display device 176 1s a browser graphical user interface

(GUI) 183. Within the browser GUI 183 is a profiling GUI
186. The browser GUI 183 1s generated by the browser 166
stored on the memory 156 and executable by the processor
153 as 1s known to those of ordinary skill in the art.

The role model client 109 also includes a processor 203
and a memory 206. Both the processor 203 and the memory
206 are coupled to a local interface 209. Stored on the
memory 206 and executable by the processor 203 1s an
operating system 213 and a browser 216. The role model
client 109 also includes mput/output devices 219 that are
coupled to the local interface 209 through input/output
interfaces 223. The mput/output devices 219 are similar to
the mput/output devices 169 and include those devices listed
above and other devices. Likewise, the 1nput/output inter-
faces 223 are similar to the mput/output mnterfaces 173.

The local interfaces 129, 159, and 209 may each mclude,
for example, a data bus with an associated control bus that
may 1nclude an address bus as 1s generally known by those
with ordinary skill in the art. In addition, the processors 123,
153, 203 and memories 123, 153, 203 each may represent
multiple processors and memories that operate 1n parallel. In
such a case, the local interfaces 129, 159, and 209 may be
an appropriate network that facilitates communication
between any two of the multiple processors or between any
processor and any of the memories, etc. In addition, the
processors 123, 153, 203; memories 123, 153, 203; and local
interfaces 129, 159, and 209 may be electrical or optical in
nature. The memories 123, 153, and 203 may also be
magnetic 1n nature.
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The network 113 may be, for example, the Internet, wide
areca networks (WANSs), local area networks, or other suit-
able networks, etc. The web server 103, client 106, and the
role model client 109 are coupled to the network 113 to
facilitate data communication to and from the network 113.
These devices may be coupled to the network 113 1n any one
of a number of ways that are generally known by those of
ordinary skill in the art. For example, the web server 103,
client 106, and the role model client 109 may each be linked
to the network 113 through various devices such as, for
example, network cards, modems, wireless modems, or
other such communications devices. Also, the web server
103, client 106, and the role model client 109 may be
coupled to the network 113 through a local area network and
an appropriate network gateway or other arrangements, efc.

With reference to FIGS. 2, 3, 4, and 5, next an explanation
of the operation of the profiling network 100 (FIG. 1) is
provided. This 1s done with reference to FIGS. 2—5 that show
various profiling graphical user interfaces 186 (FIG. 1) that
are manipulated by the client 106 1n interfacing with the web
server 103 to generate a profile from which a personalized
on-line publication can be created. To obtain a description of
a system that may be employed to generate the actual
publication, reference 1s made to U.S. Patent Application
enfitled “Document Delivery System For Automatically
Printing A Document On A Printing Device,” filed on Jun. 7,
1999 and accorded Ser. No. 09/325,040, the entire text and

disclosure of which 1s incorporated herein by reference.

In on-line publishing, generally it 1s desirable that a
particular on-line publication intended for a specific 1ndi-
vidual include articles, cartoons, pictures, advertisements,
and other content items that are of interest to that person. For
a specilic mdividual, there may be thousands of potential
content 1tems that may be of interest. Naturally, given the
potential number of content 1tems that could be included in
a particular on-line publication, i1t 1S necessary to narrow
down the number to a manageable size that can be included
into a personal on-line publication for a particular user. This
1s done, for example, by obtaining a client profile 141a of a
user that contains certain information that can be used to
narrow the scope of a search through the potential content
items to 1dentify those content items that should be 1included
within the on-line publication.

Unfortunately, it can be somewhat difficult to obtain a
proper profile of a particular user that provides enough
information to meaningfully limit the number of content
items that the user may wish to obtain in an on-line publi-
cation. In particular, a client profile 141a 1s best made as
extensive as possible to ensure that the number of articles
ultimately chosen for a particular on-line publication 1s
limited to a manageable number. In many cases, a user may
find 1t tedious and difficult to provide all of the information
necessary to generate a complete client profile 141a. Also,
certain users may find 1t difficult to limit their interests 1n a
manner 1n which that provides an acceptable profile. To
bypass these difficulties, the present invention provides for
an ability of a user to copy a proiile of another user. The
profile copied 1s the role model profile 1415. This practice
rests upon the assumption that many people wish to obtain
the same information as another person that they admire or
look up to as a role model.

With this 1in mind, reference 1s made to FIG. 2 that shows
a first profiling GUI 186a. Generally, to download the
proiiling GUI 1864, a user of the client 106 manipulates the

browser 166 accordingly so that the profiling GUI 1864 1s
displayed on the display device 176 (FIG. 1). In the first
proiiling GUI 1864, the user 1s prompted to create their own
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personal profile so that they may obtain their own person-
alized on-line publication. To this end, the first profiling GUI
1864 includes a “My Own” button 253 and a “Copy” button
256. The user may create their own profile personally by
“clicking” on the “My Own” button 253. Alternatively, in
order to copy a profile from another individual that can then
be altered by the user, the user may click on the “Copy”
button 256. “Clicking” on a button 1n a particular graphical
user interface is performed by manipulating a mouse (input
device). This is done so that a cursor on the graphical user
interface 1s positioned on the button and then a button on the
mouse 1s depressed as 1s generally know by those with
ordinary skill in the art. Such selections may also be made,
for example, by other means such as by manipulating a
keyboard, efc.

With reference to FIG. 3, shown 1s a second profiling GUI

186b according to another embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Assuming that the user of the client 106 (FIG. 1) has

clicked on the “Copy” button 256 (FIG.2), then the browser
166 (FIG. 1) downloads the second profiling GUI 186b from
the web server 103 (FIG. 1). The second profiling GUI 1865
posts a number of role models 259 that are illustrated by a
picture with the role model’s name below. The role models
259 may be, for example, famous individuals or other
individuals, etc. The user may select a particular role model
259 by double-clicking thereon. In addition, the second
profiling GUI 186b includes a name field 263 in which the
user may type 1n the name of the particular role model 259.
Thereafter, the user may click on the “View” button 266 to
select the role model 259 that 1s typed 1n the name field 263.
In these two ways, the user may specily a role model 259
whose role model profile 1415 they wish to copy.

With reference to FIG. 4, shown 1s a third profiling GUI
186¢ according to another aspect of the present invention.
The third profiling GUI 186c¢ includes the role model 259 as
well as a publication description that describes the personal
publication of the role model 259. The third profiling GUI
186¢ also includes a “Paper” button 273, a “Copy” button
276, and a “Subscribe” button 279. The user may click on
the “Paper” button 273 1n order to view the latest edition of
the personalized publication of the role model 259. Also, the
user may click on the “Copy” button 276 in order to copy the
proiile of the role model mto their own personal profile. By
clicking on the “Subscribe” button 279, the user may sub-
scribe to the personal on-line publication of the role model
259 to recerve 1t verbatim when the role model 259 receives
it

With reference to FIG. §, shown 1s a fourth profiling GUI
186d according to another aspect of the present invention.
Assuming that the user has clicked on the “Copy” button 276
(FIG. 4) of the third profiling GUI 186c¢ (FIG. 4), then the
browser 166 (FIG. 1) downloads the fourth profiling GUI
186d from the web server 103. The fourth profiling GUI
186d includes a number of interest items 283, a daily
headline selector 286, and a daily edition selector 289. The
fourth profiling GUI 1864 also includes a newspaper head-
line selector 293 and a role model daily selector 296. Each
of the items on the fourth profiling GUI 186d 1s employed
to obtain appropriate content items to be mcluded in the
personal on-line publication. These items represent the cli-
ent profile 141a (FIG. 1) that was copied from the role model
profile 1415 (FIG. 1) and displayed as the client profile 141a
(FIG. 1).

A description of the 1tems 1s provided as follows. When
selected, the interest items 283 signify a particular interest of
the user. The interest items may be concentrated in various
ogroups, such as, for example, sports, cooking, hobbies, or
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other such interests. It 1s understood that the interest 1tems
283 as shown on FIG. 5 are simply 1llustrative of the various
types of interest items that may be employed. In fact, the
interest 1tems 283 may involve a significant number of
different interest areas and ultimately require significant
input from a user to define their particular interests. The
interest 1tems may be employed, for example, in a word
scarch to i1denfify associated content 1tems.

The daily headline selector 286 allows the user to receive
headlines of the particular publication such as, for example,
a newspaper or other such publication each day. The user
may then employ the client 106 to select one or more of the
headlines to be included 1n the daily edition of the personal

on-line publication for that user.

The daily edition selector 289 allows a user to choose to
receive a particular content 1tem that 1s produced daily or at
some other periodic time. By selecting a particular column,
cartoon, or other periodic content item, the user may receive
their favorite items to read in their own personal on-line
publication. The newspaper headline selector 293 may
specily a particular publication such as, for example, a
newspaper, magazine, or other such item. Select articles or
other portions of the selected publication such as headline
stories are then included 1n the personal on-line publication.
Finally, the role model daily selector 296 specifies a par-
ticular role model 259 (FIG. 4) whose daily article selections
made using their own daily article selector 286 are to be
included 1n the personal on-line publication of the user. In
this manner, a user may be exposed to the specific articles
that have been read by their favorite role model, etc. Note
that the items of the fourth profiling GUI 186d may allow
users to select multiple items by using pick-lists, menus,
and/or other such mechanisms, etc.

Once the user has clicked on the “Copy” button 276 (FIG.
4) of the third profiling GUI 186c, the role model profile
141b6 of the particular role model 259 1s displayed in the
fourth profiling GUI 186d for the user as the client profile
141a. By sclecting and/or typing in various items of the
fourth profiling GUI 1864, the user may then alter the client
profile 1414 that has been copied from the role model profile
141b to suit the user’s particular interests that differ from the
role model 259. In this manner then, the user need not spend
the time to fill 1n every single detail of their particular client
proiile 141a. Consequently, the user 1s significantly relieved

of the tedious and time-consuming task of creating their own
client profile 141a.

With reference to FIG. 6, shown 1s a functional block
diagram of the profile logic 136 (FIG. 1) according to an
embodiment of the present invention. As shown 1n FIG. 6,
cach block represents a module, object, or other grouping or
encapsulation of underlying functionality as implemented 1n
programming code. However, the same underlying function-
ality may exist 1n one or more modules, objects, or other
groupings or encapsulations that differ from those shown 1n
FIG. 6 without departing from the present invention as
defined by the appended claims.

The profile logic 136 1s divided into two components,
namely, daily select logic 303 and profile build logic 306.
The daily select logic 303 interfaces between the role model
client 109 and the profile database 139 1n order to provide
daily feedback from the role model client 109 relative to
articles of interest as will be discussed. The profile build
logic 306 interfaces between the profile database 139 and the

client 106 to build the particular client profile 141a (FIG. 1)
as discussed previously.

With reference to FIG. 7, shown 1s a flow chart of the
proiile build logic 306 according to an embodiment of the
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present invention. The profile build logic 306 1s executed on
the web server 103 (FIG. 1) to enable a user to copy a role
model profile 1415 from a role model as discussed previ-
ously. Beginning with block 350, the profile build logic 306
downloads the first profiling GUI 1864 (FIG. 2) to the client
106 (F1G. 1). Thereafter, in block 353 it is determined if the
user has selected the “My Own” button 253 (FIG. 2). If so,
then the profile build logic 306 moves to block 356.
Otherwise, the profile build logic 306 progresses to block
359. In block 356, the profile build logic 306 obtains a blank

profile from the profile database 139 (FIG. 1) from which the
user can create their own client profile 141a.

Assuming, however, that the profile build logic 306
progresses to block 359, 1t 1s determined whether the Copy
button 256 (FIG. 2) has been clicked on by the user. If not,
then the profile build logic 306 reverts back to block 353.
Otherwise, the profile build logic 306 moves to block 363.
Thus, after downloading the first profiling GUI 1864, the

prodfile build logic 306 loops between blocks 353 and 359
until an appropriate response 1s recerved from the client 106.

In block 363, the profile build logic 306 downloads the
second profiling GUI 18656 (FIG. 3). Thereafter, in block
366, the profile build logic 306 waits to receive a role model
selection from the client 106 pursuant to the second profiling
GUI 186b. Assuming that a selection 1s received, the profile

build logic 306 moves to block 369 1n which the profile build
logic 306 downloads the third profiling GUI 186¢ (FIG. 4)
to the client 106.

Thereafter, in block 373 the profile build logic 306

determines whether a response has been received from the
client 106 indicating that the user wishes to view the

description of the role model publication by pressing the
“Paper” button 273 (FIG. 4). If so, then the profile build

logic 306 moves to block 376. In block 376 the latest edition
of the role model’s on-line publication 1s downloaded to the
client 106. The latest edition 1s presented to the user in an
appropriate graphical user interface that 1s not discussed 1n
detail herein. While the user views the latest edition of the
on-line publication, the profile build logic 306 waits to
receive a return signal from the client 106 indicating that the
user has finished viewing the latest edition of the role model

on-line publication. Thereafter, the profile build logic 306
moves to block 379. If in block 373 the user does not

indicate that they wish to view the latest edition of the role
model on-line publication as evidence by failure to press the

paper button 273, then the profile build logic 306 also moves
to block 379.

In block 379 1t 1s determined whether the user has
depressed the “Copy” button 276 of the third profiling GUI

186¢. Such action would evidence that the user desires to
copy the role model profile 1415 of the role model 259 (FIG.
3) that was used to generate the role model’s on-line

publication. If such is the case, then the profile build logic
306 moves to block 383 1n which the role model profile 1415

is obtained from the profile database 139 (FIG. 1). On the
other hand 1f the “Copy” button 276 1s not depressed then the
profile build logic 306 moves to block 386 as shown. In
block 386 1t 1s determined whether the user wishes to

subscribe to the role model on-line publication by clicking
on the “Subscribe” button 279 (FIG. 4) of the third profiling
GUI 186c. If such 1s the case, then the profile build logic 306
ends as shown. Action 1s then taken to subscribe to the
particular on-line publication for the user. If the user does
not click on the “Subscribe” button 279, the proiile build
logic 306 reverts back to block 373. Thus, the profile build
logic 306 loops repeatedly through blocks 373, 379, and 386
until appropriate action 1s taken by the user and such action
1s received from the client 106 based on the third profiling

GUI 186c.
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After the profile build logic 306 obtains either a blank
proiile from the profile database 1n block 356, or obtains a
role model profile 1415 1n block 383, then the profile build
logic 306 moves to block 393. In block 393, the fourth
profiling GUI 186d 1s downloaded to the client 106.
Thereafter, the profile build logic 306 loops between blocks
396 and block 399 waiting for the user to either save the new
client profile 141a copied from the role model profile 1415
or to cancel the operation of the profile build logic 306. If in
block 396, the profile build loglc 306 receives an 1ndication
that the chent proiile 141a 1s to be saved, then the profile
build logic 306 moves to block 403 in which the client
profile 141a 1s saved to the profile database 139. Thereafter,
the profile build logic 306 ends accordingly. Likewise, 1f in
block 399 the user indicates a desire to cancel the operation,
then the profile build logic 306 ends as shown. The client
proiile 141a 1s then employed to generate the personal
online publication for the user pulling content items from the
content database 143 (FIG. 1) and as well as from databases
on other servers and devices on the network 113 (FIG. 1).

With reference to FIG. 8, shown 1s a flow chart of the
daily select logic 303 (FIG. 6) according to another aspect
of the present invention. The daily select logic 303 is
executed by the web server 103 to interface with the role
model client 109 to ascertain daily article selections by the
role model 259 (FIG. 3). These selections are communicated
to other users who have decided to copy the profile of the
particular role model and have indicated an interest 1n their
profile to receive the daily selections of the role model 259.
Beginning with block 450, 1t 1s determined whether there are
article headlines to send to the role model client 109 to
facilitate a selection thereof by the role model. To do this, the
daily select logic 303 may examine certain databases on the
network 113 (FIG. 1) at certain times, for example, when
articles or other content items are released for publication.

Assuming that there are particular headlines to send to the
role model, the daily select logic 303 moves to block 453 1n
which the daily headline selection 1s transmitted to the role
model client 109. Thereatter, in block 456 the daily select
logic 303 waits to receive selections from the role model
client 109. In block 459 the selections are written to the role
model profile in the profile database 139 (FIG. 1).
Thereafter, the daily select logic 303 reverts back to block
450 as shown. In this manner, the daily selections or
preferences for various articles of one or more magazines,
newspapers, or other periodicals, etc. are identified. The
selections made by the role model 259 one the role model
client 109 may be facilitated by appropriate graphical user
interfaces that are downloaded by the browser 216 (FIG. 1)
on the role model client 109.

Although the profile logic 136 (FIG. 1) of the present
mvention 1s embodied 1n software as discussed above, as an
alternative the profile logic 136 may also be embodied 1n
hardware or a combination of software and hardware. If
embodied 1n hardware, the profile logic 136 can be 1mple-
mented as a circuit or state machine that employs any one of
or a combination of a number of technologies. These tech-
nologies may include, but are not limited to, discrete logic
circuits having logic gates for implementing various logic
functions upon an application of one or more data signals,
application specific itegrated circuits having appropriate
logic gates, programmable gate arrays (PGA), field pro-
grammable gate arrays (FPGA), or other components, etc.
Such technologies are generally well known by those skilled
in the art and, consequently, are not described in detail
herein.

The block diagram and/or flow charts of FIGS. 6—8 show
the architecture, functionality, and operation of an imple-
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mentation of the profile logic 136. If embodied 1n software,
cach block may represent a module, segment, or portion of
code that comprises one or more executable instructions to
implement the specified logical function(s). If embodied in
hardware, each block may represent a circuit or a number of
interconnected circuits to 1implement the specified logical
function(s). Although the block diagram and/or flow charts
of FIGS. 6-8 show a specilic order of execution, 1t 1s
understood that the order of execution may differ from that
which 1s depicted. For example, the order of execution of
two or more blocks may be scrambled relative to the order
shown. Also, two or more blocks shown 1n succession 1n
FIGS. 7 and 8 may be executed concurrently or with partial
concurrence. It 1s understood that all such variations are
within the scope of the present invention.

Also, the profile logic 136 can be embodied 1n any
computer-readable medium for use by or in connection with
an 1nstruction execution system such as a computer/
processor based system or other system that can fetch or
obtain the logic from the computer-readable medium and
execute the 1nstructions contained therein. In the context of
this document, a “computer-readable medium” can be any
medium that can contain, store, or maintain the profile logic
136 for use by or 1n connection with the instruction execu-
fion system. The computer readable medium can comprise
any onc of many physical media such as, for example,
clectronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or
semiconductor media. More specific examples of a suitable
computer-readable medium would include, but are not lim-
ited to, a portable magnetic computer diskette such as floppy
diskettes or hard drives, a random access memory (RAM),
a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable
read-only memory, or a portable compact disc.

Although the invention 1s shown and described with
respect to certain preferred embodiments, 1t 1s obvious that
equivalents and modifications will occur to others skilled in
the art upon the reading and understanding of the specifi-
cation. The present mmvention includes all such equivalents
and modifications, and 1s limited only by the scope of the
claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for generating a personal profile comprising
the steps of:

downloading a user interface to a client that facilitates a
selection of a role model; by a user from a plurality of
posted role models, wherein the role model 1s an actual
person admired by the user;

ob’
obtaining a role model profile associated with the role
model from a profile database, the role model profile

including a plurality of parameters to be consulted to
generate an on-line publication;

aining the selection of the role model from the client;

copying the role model profile mnto a client profile, the
client profile being associated with the user;

saving the client profile 1n the profile database; and

downloading a second user interface to the client that
allows a user to subscribe to a personal publication of

the role model.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

transmitting the client profile to the client to be altered by
the user; and

receiving the client profile from the client 1n a server.
3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of:

periodically identifying at least one periodic content 1tem
preferred by a role model; and
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including the at least one periodic content 1tem 1n the role

model profiile.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising the step of
assoclating the at least one periodic content 1tem with the
client profile.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of periodically
identifying the at least one periodic content 1tem preferred
by a role model further comprises the steps of:

periodically transmitting a plurality of periodic content
items to a role model client, the periodic content items
being of potential interest to the role model; and

receiving a selection of the at least one periodic content
item from the role model client 1n a server, the at least
one periodic content 1tem being selected from the
plurality of periodic content items.
6. A method for generating a personal profile, comprising
the steps of:

downloading a user imnterface to a client that facilitates a
selection of a role model by a user from a plurality of
posted role models, wherein the role model 1s an actual
person admired by the user;

obtaining the selection of the role model from the client;

obtaining a role model profile associated with the role
model from a profile database, the role model profile
including a plurality of parameters to be consulted to
generate an on-line publication;

copying the role model profile mto a client profile, the
client profile being associated with the user;
saving the client profile 1n the profile database; and

downloading a second user interface to the client that
allows the user to choose to receive a plurality of daily
article selections that were selected by the role model.
7. A system for generating a personal profile, comprising:

means for facilitating a selection of a role model by a user
from a plurality of posted role models, wherein the role
model 1s an actual person admired by the user;

means for obtaining a role model profile associated with
the role model from a profile database, the role model
proiile including a plurality of parameters to be con-
sulted to generate an on-line publication;

means for copying the role model profile into a client
proille, the client profile being associated with the user;

means for saving the client profile 1n the profile database;
and

means for generating and downloading a user interface to
the client that allows the user to subscribe to a personal
publication of the role model.

8. The system of claim 7, further comprising:

means for transmitting the client profile to a client to be
altered by the user; and

means for receiving the client profile from the client 1n a
SETVer.
9. The system of claim 7, further comprising:

means for periodically identifying at least one periodic
content item preferred by a role model; and

means for including the at least one periodic content 1tem

in the role model profile.

10. The system of claim 7, wherein the client profile
further comprises means for associating the at least one
periodic content item with the client profile.

11. The system of claim 7, wherein the means for peri-
odically 1dentifying the at least one periodic content item
preferred by the role model further comprises:

means for periodically transmitting a plurality of periodic
content items to a role model client, the periodic
content items being of potential interest to the role
model; and
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means for receiving a selection of the at least one periodic
content 1tem from the role model client 1n a server, the
at least one periodic content 1tem being selected from
the plurality of periodic content items.

12. A system for generating a personal profile, compris-

ng:

means for facilitating a selection of a role model by a user
from a plurality of posted role models, wherein the role
model 1s an actual person admired by the user;

means for obtaining a role model profile associated with
the role model form a profile database, the role model
profile including a plurality of parameters to be con-
sulted to generate an on-line publication;

means for copying the role model profile into a client
profile, the client profile being associated with the user;

means for saving the client profile 1n the profile database;
and

means for generating and downloading a user interface to
the client that allows a user to choose to receive a
plurality of daily article selections that were selected by
the role model.

13. A system for generating a personal profile, compris-

ng:

a processor circuit having at least one processor and at

least one memory; and

proiile building logic stored on the at least one memory

and executable by the at least one processor, the profile

building logic comprising:

logic to download a user interface to a client that
facilitates a selection of a role model by a user from
a plurality of posted role models, wherein the role
model 1s an actual person admired by the user;

logic to obtain a role model profile associated with the
role model selected by the user from a profile
database, the role model profile including a plurality
of parameters to be consulted to generate an on-line
publications;

logic to copy the role model profile 1nto a client profile,
the client profile being associated with the user;

logic to save the client profile 1n the profile database;
and

logic to generate and download a user interface to the
client that allows the user to subscribe to a personal
publication of the role model; and

daily select logic stored 1n the memory and executable by
the processor, the daily selected logic comprising:
logic to periodically identify at least one periodic
content item preferred by a role model; and
logic to include the at least one periodic content item 1n
the role model profile.
14. The system of claim 13, wherein the profile building
logic further comprises:

logic to transmit the client profile to a client to be altered
by the user; and

logic to receive the client profile from the client 1n a
SETVET.

15. The system of claim 13, wherein the client profile
further comprises a role model identifier associating the at
least one periodic content item with the client profile.

16. The system of claim 13, wherein the logic to periodi-
cally identify the at least one periodic content item preferred
by the role model further comprises:

logic to periodically transmit a plurality of periodic con-
tent items to a role model client, the periodic content
items being of potential interest to the role model; and
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logic to receive a selection of the at least one periodic
content item 1n the memory from the role model client,
the at least one periodic content item being selected
from plurality of periodic content 1tems.

17. A system for generating a personal profile, compris-

ng:

a processor circuit having at least one processor and at

least one memory; and

profile building logic stored on the at least one memory
and executable by the at least one processor, the proiile
building logic comprising;
logic to download a user interface to a client that
facilitates a selection of a role model by a user from
a plurality of posted role models wherein the role
model 1s an actual person admired by the user;
logic to obtain a role model profile associated with the
role model selected by the user from a profile
database, the role model profile including a plurality

of parameters to be consulted to generate an on-line
publication;
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logic to copy the role model profile 1nto a client profile,
the client profile being associated with the user;

logic to save the client profile 1n the profile database;
and

logic to generate and download a user interface to the
client that allows a user to choose to receive a
plurality of daily article selections that were selected
by the role model; and

daily select logic stored 1n the memory and executable by
the processor, the daily select logic comprising:

logic to periodically identify at least one periodic
content item preferred by a role model; and

logic to 1include the at least one periodic content item 1n
the role model profile.
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