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METAL LINE AND METHOD OF
SUPPRESSING VOID FORMATION THEREIN

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. The Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to metal lines used for
clectrically connecting devices on an integrated circuit and
more specifically to the formation of aluminum lines in
which the void formation therein i1s suppressed.

2. The Relevant Technology

Integrated circuits are manufactured by an elaborate pro-
cess 1n which a variety of different electronic devices are
integrally formed on a semiconductor substrate such as a
small silicon wafer. In the context of this document, the term
“semiconductor substrate” 1s defined to mean any construc-
fion comprising semiconductive material, including but not
limited to bulk semiconductive material such as a semicon-
ductive wafer, either alone or 1n assemblies comprising other
materials thereon, and semiconductive material layers,
cither alone or 1n assemblies comprising other materials. The
term “substrate” refers to any supporting structure including
but not limited to the semiconductor substrates described
above. The term semiconductor substrate 1s contemplated to
include such structures as silicon-on-insulator and silicon-
on-sapphire.

Conventional electronic devices include capacitors,
resistors, transistors, diodes, and the like. In advanced
manufacturing of integrated circuits, hundreds of thousands
of electronic devices are formed on a single wafer. One of
the final steps 1n the manufacture of integrated circuits 1s to
form 1nterconnect lines between a select number of the
devices on the integrated circuit. In turn, the interconnect
lines are connected to leads which can then be connected to
other electrical systems. The interconnect lines 1n conjunc-
fion with the leads allow for an electrical current to be
delivered to and from the electronic devices so that the
integrated circuit can perform its intended function.

The 1nterconnect lines generally comprise narrow lines of
aluminum. Aluminum 1s typically used because 1t has a
relatively low resistivity, good current-carrying density,
superior adhesion to silicon dioxide, and 1s available 1n high
purity. Each of these properties 1s desirable 1n interconnect
lines since they result 1n a quicker and more eflicient
clectronic circuit.

The computer industry 1s constantly under market demand
to 1ncrease the speed at which integrated circuits operate and
to decrease the size of integrated circuits. To accomplish this
task, the electronic devices on a silicon wafer are continually
being increased 1n number and decreased 1n size. In turn, the
size of the mterconnect lines must also be decreased.

As the mterconnect lines get smaller, however, a phenom-
enon referred to as “void formation™ has been found to occur
more frequently. In general, void formation 1s a process 1n
which minute voids formed within the aluminum line coa-
lesce on the boundaries of the aluminum line. As a result of
the coalescing of the voids, the aluminum line begins to
narrow at a specilic location. If the aluminum line gets
sufliciently narrow, the line can burn out so as to cause an
open 1n the line. The open prevents the integrated circuit
from operating 1n a proper manner.

Void formation i1s generally caused by either electromi-
gration or stress migration. Electromigration occurs as an
electrical current flows through an aluminum line. When a
voltage 1s applied across an aluminum line, electrons begin
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to flow through the line. These electrons impart energy to the
aluminum atoms sufficient to eject an aluminum atom from
its lattice site. As the aluminum atom become mobile, 1t
leaves behind a vacancy. In turn, the vacancy 1s also mobile
since 1t can be filled by another aluminum atom which then
opens a new vacancy. In the phenomenon of
clectromigration, the vacancies formed throughout the alu-
minum line tend to coalesce at the grain boundaries of the
aluminum line, thereby forming voids that narrow the inter-
connect line as discussed above. Once the 1nterconnect line
1s narrowed, the current density passing through that portion
of the line 1s increased. As a result, the increased current
density accelerates the process of electromigration, thereby
continually narrowing the line until the line fails.

It 1s also thought that void formation occurs as a result of
stress migration 1nherent in aluminum line deposition. The
deposition of the aluminum lines 1s usually done at an
clevated temperature. As the aluminum cools, the aluminum
begins to contract. An msulation layer positioned under the
aluminum layer, typically silicon dioxide, also contracts.
The aluminum and the silicon dioxide have different coet-
ficients of thermal expansion and contraction such that the
two materials contract at different rates. This contraction sets
an 1nternal stress within the alumimum line. The same
phenomenon can also occur when a subsequent layer 1s
formed over the top of the aluminum line. It 1s theorized that
the energy resulting from the induced stress within the
aluminum causes displacement of the aluminum atoms and
coalescence of the resulting vacancies.

FIG. 1 illustrates the problem of voids 1n exposed inter-
connect lines that are composed of aluminum. A semicon-
ductor structure 10 1s seen 1n FIG. 1 that includes a silicon
substrate 12, a insulating layer 14, and interconnect lines 27
and 29 on insulating layer 14. Silicon substrate 12 has an
active area therein to which a contact 1s made by a plug 15
having a liner 13 thercover. Plug 15 1s preferably composed
of aluminum or tungsten, and liner 13 1s preferably com-
posed of titanium nitride or a combination and titanium and
titanium nitride. Upon 1nsulating layer 14 1s layer 17 com-
posed of titanmium and layer 19 composed of titanium alu-
minide. A layer 20 1s composed aluminum and a layer 22 1s
composed of titantum nitride. Interconnect lines 27 and 29
have been patterned as 1llustrated.

A void 21 1s seen 1n aluminum layer 20. The occurrence
of a high mechanical stress field in alumimnum layer 20
initiates the formation of void 21. Consequently, there 1s a
coalescing of vacancies 1n the aluminum grain i1n the high
mechanical stress field. Temperatures common 1n fabrica-
fion processes also aggregate the voiding problem. If a
voiding problem occurs due to stress migration, electromi-
oration effects will be accelerated 1n the void location due to
the higher current density under operating conditions.

In one attempt to eliminate void formation, the aluminum
1s mixed with another metal to form an aluminum alloy. For
example, copper has been added to aluminum In turn, the
copper appears to increase the energy required to cause the
volds to form in the line. This remedy, however, 1s only
partial since void formation still occurs over time, especially
as the size of the aluminum line decreases.

What 1s needed in the art 1s an effective method and
structure to prevent void formation due to stress migration,
clectromigration, and related problems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention includes an mventive method of
forming a conductively clad interconnect line structure. The
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interconnect line structure 1s fabricated by forming a first
refractory metal layer upon a electrically insulative sub-
strate. A metal layer 1s then formed upon the first refractory
metal layer. Co-planar opposing sides are formed on both the
first refractory metal layer and the metal layer, and a second
refractory metal layer 1s conformally formed upon both the
metal layer and the first refractory metal layer. Then, spacers
are formed from the second refractory metal layer on the
co-planar opposing sides on the first refractory metal layer,
where the second refractory metal layer covers the metal
layer.

The present inventive also includes a conductively clad
interconnect line structure that mcludes a first refractory
metal layer upon a electrically insulative substrate, a metal
layer upon the first refractory metal layer, where there are
co-planar opposing sides on both the first refractory metal
layer and the metal layer, and a spacer, composed of a
second refractory metal layer, on each of the co-planar
opposing sides on the first refractory metal layer, where the
second refractory metal layer covers the metal layer.

The present invention provides an improved interconnect
line for connection to an electronic device within an inte-
orated circuit. The interconnect line 1s an electrically con-
ductive layer, such as an aluminum layer, positioned on the
integrated circuit and having an exterior surface defined by
a bottom surface, a top surface, and opposing side surfaces.
A discrete bottom metal layer 1s secured to and substantially
covers the bottom surface of the electrically conductive
layer. A discrete top metal layer 1s secured to and substan-
tially covers the top surface of the electrically conductive
layer. Finally, discrete metal sidewall spacers individually
attach to and substantially cover each of the opposing side
surfaces of the electrically conductive layer. In this
embodiment, the electrically conductive layer i1s substan-
tially encased by the bottom metal layer, top metal layer, and
sidewall spacers. In a preferred embodiment, the bottom
metal layer, top metal layer, and sidewall spacers are made
from a refractory metal or nitrides thercof, preferably tita-
nium or a titanium compound such as a nitride of titanium.
By encasing the electrically conductive layer within such
metals, or metal compounds, the effect of void formation 1s
significantly reduced. A refractory metal for purposes of the
invention described herein includes chromium, cobalt,
molybdenum, platinum, tantalum, titanium, tungsten,
zirconium, or combinations thereof.

The present invention also discloses a method for forming,
an inventive interconnect line for connection to an electronic
device within an mtegrated circuit. Such an interconnect line
1s formed by 1nitially depositing a first refractory metal layer
on an integrated circuit formed on a semiconductor sub-
strate. Next, an electrically conductive layer 1s deposited
over the first refractory metal layer. A second refractory
metal layer 1s then deposited over the electrically conductive
layer.

Photolithography, which can be aided by an antireflective
coating that 1s formed on the interconnect line, and etching
are then used to further define the interconnect line. The
ctching removes portions of the first refractory metal layer,
the electrically conductive layer, and the second refractory
metal layer so as to form a narrow imterconnect line having
overlying portions of the first refractory metal layer, the
clectrically conductive layer, and second refractory metal
layer. The interconnect line 1s in part defined by having
opposing side surfaces where the electrically conductive
layer 1s openly exposed.

Next, a third refractory metal layer 1s deposited over the
semiconductor substrate to cover the interconnect line. A
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portion of the third refractory metal layer covers the side
surfaces of the interconnect line.

Finally, anisotropic etching i1s used to remove the third
refractory metal layer not covering the side surface of the
interconnect line. As a result, the electrically conductive
layer 1s encased by the first refractory metal layer, second
refractory metal layer, and third refractory metal layer. To
provide improved contact between the various metal layers,

the mterconnect line 1s then annealed at a temperature in a
range from about 400° C. to about 450° C.

These and other features of the present invention will
become more fully apparent from the following description
and appended claims, or may be learned by the practice of
the 1nvention as set forth hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the manner in which the above-recited and
other advantages of the invention are obtained, a more
particular description of the invention briefly described
above will be rendered by reference to specific embodiments
thereof which are illustrated 1n the appended drawings.
Understanding that these drawings depict only typical
embodiments of the invention and are not therefore to be
considered to be limiting of its scope, the invention will be
described and explained with additional specificity and
detail through the use of the accompanying drawings in
which:

FIG. 1 1s a cross-sectional view of a semiconductor
substrate having a series of metal lines deposited thereon,
cach of which has a void formed in an exposed layer of
aluminum that 1s caused by stress migration,

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view of a semiconductor
substrate having a pair of metal lines, one of which 1s upon
a contact plug, the pair of metal lines having an electrically
conductive material conformally formed thereover;

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view of the semiconductor
substrate seen 1 FIG. 2 after a spacer etch forms spacers
from the electrically conductive material on the pair of metal

lines;
FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional view of a semiconductor
substrate having a series of metal layers deposited thereon,

FIG. 5 1s a cross-sectional view of a pair of aluminum
interconnect lines formed from the metal layers 1n FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 1s a cross-sectional view of the aluminum inter-
connect lines m FIG. 4 having a titanium blanket layer
deposited thereon;

FIG. 7 1s a cross-sectional view of the aluminum inter-
connect lines having the titanium layer of FIG. 6 removed
except for on the sides of the aluminum interconnect lines;

FIG. 8 15 a cross-sectional view of the pair of aluminum
interconnect lines 1n FIG. 5 without the top metal layer;

FIG. 9 1s a cross-sectional view of the aluminum inter-
connect lines in FIG. 8 having a blanket titanium layer
deposited thereon;

FIG. 10 15 a cross-sectional view of the interconnect lines
in FIG. 9 wherein a portion of the fitanium layer not
contacting the interconnect lines 1s removed;

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view of a semiconductor
substrate having a series of layers deposited thereon;

FIG. 12 1s a cross-sectional view of the structure seen 1n
FIG. 1 I after farther processing of patterning to form a metal
line stack;

FIG. 13 1s a cross-sectional view of the structure seen in
FIG. 12 after further processing of forming a spacer material
over the metal line stack;
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FIG. 14 1s a cross-sectional view of the structure seen in
FIG. 13 after further processing of a spacer etch to form
spacers upon lateral sides of the metal line stack;

FIG. 15 1s a cross-sectional view of a semiconductor
substrate having a series of layers deposited thereon and
within a recess on an 1nsulation layer;

FIG. 16 1s a cross-sectional view of the structure seen in
FIG. 135 after further processing of patterning to form a metal
line stack and then forming a spacer material over the metal
line stack; and

FIG. 17 1s a cross-sectional view of the structure seen in
FIG. 16 after further processing of a spacer etch to form
spacers upon lateral sides of the metal line stack.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment of the invention where a
semiconductor substrate 12, such as a silicon layer, has an
insulating layer 14 thereon. Insulating layer 14 can be
composed of a dielectric or insulator material. As used
herein, dielectric or insulator material includes but 1s not
limited to silicon dioxide (S10,), a nitride material including
silicon nitride, tetraethylorthosilicate (S1i—OC,Hs),)
(TEOS) based oxides, borophosphosilicate glass (BPSG),
phosphosilicate glass (PSG), borosilicate glass (BSG),
oxide-nitride-oxide (ONO), polyimide film, plasma
enhanced silicon nitride (P—SiN hd x), titanium oxide,
oxynitride, germanium oxide, a spin on glass (SOG), any
chemical vapor deposited (CVD) dielectric including a
deposited oxide, a grown oxide, and/or like dielectric mate-
rials. Additionally, depositing a layer of TEOS 1s to mean
herein the deposition of a dielectric layer by decomposition
of a gas 1 a reactor. Insulating layer 14 can also be
composed of doped or undoped silicon dioxide.

Semiconductor structure 10 also includes interconnect
lines 27 and 29. Each of mterconnect lines 27 and 29 have
a layer 19, a layer 20, and an antireflective coating (ARC)
22. Layer 19 can be composed of titanium nitride, titantum
aluminide, or a combination of both a titanium layer and a
fitantum aluminide layer. Layer 20 1s composed of alumi-
num. A layer 26 1s formed over interconnect fines 27 and 29
so as to conform to the shape thereof. Layer 26 may be
formed by CVD or by physical vapor deposition (PVD).
Layer 26 can be composed of titanium nitride or titanium.
Should layer 26 be composed of titanium then a heat
freatment, such as an anneal step, can be conducted to
transform layer 26 into titanium aluminide or a combination
of titanium and titantum aluminide. The titantum aluminide
1s formed due to a reaction between the titanium layer 26 and
the aluminum in layer 20.

Below interconnect line 27 1s a contact plug 15 having
thereover a liner 13. Contact plug 15 may be composed of
aluminum or tungsten, and liner 13 can be composed of
fitantum nitride or the combination of titanium and titanium
nitride. An active area will preferably be 1n semiconductor
substrate 12 and i1n contact with contact plug 15 through

liner 13.

FIG. 3 shows the results of an anisotropic etch that 1s
performed upon layer 26 that also exposes a top surface of
ARC 22. This etch 1s a “spacer etch” that will preferably be
a dry etch that 1s anisotropic and will remove layer 26
between interconnect lines 27 and 29 as seen 1n FIG. 3. An
alternative embodiment of semiconductor structure 10 seen
in FIG. 3 1s a variation on materials where layers 20, 19, and
15 are all composed of aluminum.

In each of the foregoing examples where titanium alu-
minide 1s a portion of interconnect lines 27 or 29, 1t is
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intended that the titanium aluminide can be formed by a heat
freatment of a titanium layer that 1s 1n contact with alumi-

num. Alternatively, titanium aluminide may be directly
deposited by PVD or CVD. Additionally, contact plug 15

may be conventionally formed by deposition and reflow,
high pressure and high temperature filling techniques, or
other known process steps to insure proper formation of
contact plug 15 1n electrical communication with an active
arca within semiconductor substrate 12.

Importantly, the mvention 1s directed to an interconnect
line that 1s encased with electrically conductive material.
Preferably, the interconnect line will be composed of alu-
minum and the encasing material will be a refractory metal,
a refractory metal nitride, or an alloy of a refractory metal
and aluminum. A further embodiment includes the foregoing,
interconnect line encased 1n electrically conductive material
and situated upon a contact plug, where the contact plug
makes an electrical connection to a active area 1n an under-
lying semiconductor substrate.

After the embodiment seen 1n FIG. 3 of semiconductor
structure 10 has been formed, further and conventional
processing may be performed upon semiconductor structure
10. For 1nstance, a passivation or electrically insulating layer
may be deposited over semiconductor structure 10 so as to
cover over interconnect lines 27 and 29. As such, intercon-
nect lines 27 and 29 will be electrically insulated one from
the other above semiconductor substrate 12.

Depicted 1n FIG. 4 1s a semiconductor structure 10 on
which one embodiment of an 1nventive interconnect line can
be formed that mncorporates features of the present invention.
Semiconductor structure 10 includes a semiconductor sub-
strate 12 1n which there 1s an active region. Although not
specifically shown, the active region can be made to be 1n
clectrical communication with any of a plurality of elec-
tronic devices common to integrated circuits. By way of
example and not limitation, such electronic devices include
capacitors, resistors, transistors, diodes, and memory arrays.

Positioned 1n a blanket layer over semiconductor substrate
12 1s an insulative layer 14. In the preferred embodiment,
insulative layer 14 1s a deposited oxide, silicon nitride, or a
polyimide film. Once insulative layer 14 1s formed, contact
holes 16 are etched through msulative layer 14 to selectively
expose semiconductor substrate 12. The present mmvention
also envisions that the imventive interconnect lines can be
used 1n the development of multilevel metal systems, 1n
which case insulative layer 14 1s often referred to as an
intermetal dielectric layer.

Next, a conductive bottom metal layer 18 1s deposited
over the entirety of semiconductor structure 10. Conductive
bottom metal layer 18 1s electrically conductive, 1s prefer-
ably composed of a refractory metal such as titanium, and 1s
most preferably composed of a refractory metal nitride such
as titanium nitride. The deposition of conductive bottom
metal layer 18 1s typically accomplished by conventional
processes such as vacuum evaporation, sputtering, or chemi-
cal vapor deposition techniques. The purpose of conductive
bottom metal layer 18 in this embodiment 1s to form a
wetting layer for flow of subsequent conductive metal layer
20 to contact hole 16, and to create a diffusion barrier layer
between semiconductor substrate 12 and subsequent con-
ductive metal layer 20.

An clectrically conductive layer 1s next deposited over
bottom metal layer 18 using one of the same types of
deposition processes. Preferably, the electrically conductive
layer will be composed of aluminum, such as aluminum
layer 20 see 1in FIG. 4. Aluminum layer 20 has a top surface
21 and an opposing bottom surface 23.
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Deposited over top surface 21 of aluminum layer 20 1s a
top metal layer 22. Top metal layer 22, which 1s preferably
composed of a refractory metal or nitride thereof, 1s also
deposited using conventional processes such as vacuum
evaporation, sputtering or chemical vapor deposition tech-
niques. Most preferably, top metal layer 22 1s composed of
fitantum nitride.

Top metal layer 22 acts 1n part as an anti-reflective
coating. Aluminum has fairly large grain boundaries that
produce a relatively rough surface. During conventional

photolithography processes the light reflects off of these

orain boundaries and can produce notching 1n the aluminum.
Top metal layer 22 1s preferably chosen from a material,
such as titanium nitride, that has good antireflective optical
properties. As a result, minimal notching 1s formed in the
final product. Top metal layer 22 can be omitted all together
when a patterned organic antireflective coating (ARC) layer
is used in a deep ultraviolet (DUV) lithographic process to
define aluminum layer 20.

As shown 1n FIG. 5, the unwanted portions of layers 18,
20, and 22 are next removed by a conventional photo mask
and etch processes, or by liftoff This step leaves a thin
interconnect line 24 extending above msulation layer 14 and
in electrical communication with an active region within
semiconductive substrate 12 through contact hole 16. Inter-
connect line 24 1s 1n part defined by a pair of exposed
opposing side surfaces 25 and an exposed top surface 27.
Interconnect line 24 1s used for delivering electrical currents
within the integrated circuit. FIG. 5 also shows that a
plurality of interconnect lines 24 can be simultaneously
formed. In the preferred embodiment, interconnect line 24 1s
shown as comprising aluminum layer 20 being bounded on

opposing sides by top metal layer 22 and bottom metal layer
18.

Alternatively, bottom metal layer 18 can be positioned
between aluminum layer 20 and semiconductor substrate 12.
In this position, bottom metal layer 18 acts as a barrier layer
that prevents contact between aluminum layer 20 and the
semiconductor material, such as silicon, of semiconductor
substrate 12. Bottom metal layer 18, which functions as a
barrier or wetting layer, 1s preferably made of titanium or a
fitanium alloy such as titanium-tungsten, titanium nitride, or
tungsten nitride.

In one embodiment, aluminum layer 20 can be commer-
cially available substantially pure aluminum. Aluminum
layer 20 can also be an alloy of aluminum that includes from
about 0.5% to about 4% copper. The alloys of aluminum and
copper help to prevent or moderate electromigration within
the aluminum as previously discussed. Aluminum layer 20

1s preferably deposited at a deposition temperature that 1s 1n
a range from about 200° C. to about 500° C.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, experimentally 1t 1s observed that
stress voids and electromigration voids form 1n aluminum
lines on the exposed aluminum side walls of the aluminum
lines and not on the top of the line which 1s typically clad
with titanium, titanium aluminide, or titanium nitride (e.g.
ARC 22). This phenomena is due to the lower activation
energy required to migrate vacancies under internal stress or
within electrical fields when employing refractory metals or
intermetallic materials. The present mvention precludes the
formation of such voids by creating a side wall spacers of
refractory metal, refractory metal nitride, or refractory
metal-aluminide intermetallic with voiding-resistant proper-
fies similar to the top surface of the aluminum line 20 that
1s clad with titanium nitride layer 22.

The particular materials used for layers 18 and 22 will
depend on the situation and the type of voiding desired to be
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reduced. It 1s also envisioned that layers 18 and 22 could
comprise multiple layers of different materials or that they
could individually be separate materials, such as refractory
metals and their nitrides. It has also been determined,
however, that even the use of layers 18 and 22 does not
totally preclude void formation as aluminum layer 20 con-
tinues to decrease 1n size. As such, further miniaturization of
aluminum lines or interconnect lines has heretofore been
precluded.

It 1s theorized that void formation occurs in smaller
interconnect lines as a result of lateral void formation. With
respect to the structure seen 1n FIGS. § and 6, layers 18 and
22 prevent or at least moderate void formation along top
surface 21 and bottom surface 23 of aluminum layer 20 for
the reasons discussed above. Aluminum layer 20 1n inter-
connect line 24, however, has opposing side surfaces 25 that
are openly exposed. As such, void formation 1s potentially
able to grow laterally along aluminum layer 20. To prevent
or moderate lateral void formation and thus to allow further
miniaturization of interconnect line 24, FIG. 6 discloses
depositing a conductive layer 26 over semiconductor struc-
ture 10 so as to cover interconnect line 24. Conductive layer

26 1s shown as covering opposing side surfaces 25 of
interconnect line 24.

After conductive layer 26 1s deposited and optionally
annealed, a conventional spacer etch 1s performed to pro-
duce the structure seen in FIG. 7, thereby removing all
portions of conductive layer 26, except that portion posi-
tioned against side surfaces 25. The remnants of conductive
layer 26 are referred to as sidewall spacers 28. In the
preferred embodiment, conductive layer 26 and thus side-
wall spacers 28 are formed of titanium or titanium nitride.

Alternatively, other refractory metals that prevent void for-
mation can also be used.

Sidewall spacers 28 function 1n the same way as metal
layers 18 and 22 to eliminate void formation. That 1s, after
sidewall spacers 28 are formed, an annealing step 1s used to
secure the contact and to form an aluminum alloy free phase
between aluminum layer 20 and sidewall spacers 28. As
such, the aluminum atoms within the aluminum alloy free
phase are more tightly bound, thereby reducing void forma-
fion.

The formation of sidewall spacers 28 can also be useful 1n
subsequent manufacturing steps. In multiple level metal line
systems, 1t 1s often necessary to cover the first set of
interconnect lines with a dielectric, such as silicon dioxide.
If side surfaces 25 of interconnect lines 24 are vertical, as
shown 1n FIG. §, it 1s more difficult for the dielectric material
to 111l in between adjacent interconnect lines 24. In contrast,
by forming sidewall spacers 28, as discussed with FIG. 7,
during an etch back procedure, the end at top surface 27
receives more 1on bombardment so as to round off a corner
of sidewall spacers 28. As a result, sidewall spacers 28 have
a tapered configuration that increases in width from top

surface 27 toward insulation layer 14.

As shown 1n FIG. 7, the preferred embodiment of the
inventive interconnect line has an aluminum layer 20 that 1s
entirely surrounded by titanium or fitanium nitride. In one
embodiment 1llustrative of the present invention, bottom
metal layer 18 has a thickness T, 1n a range between about
100 A to about 600 A. Alummum line 20 can be formed
having a thickness T, greater than 4000 A, preferably
greater than 3000 A, and more preferably oreater than 2500
A. Top metal layer 22 has a thickness 1; 1n a range between
about 100 A to about 300 A, with abeut 150 A to about 250
A being preferred Finally, sidewall spacer 28 has a width T,
that varies 1n a range between about 100 A to about 6OOA




US 6,617,689 Bl

9

The above disclosure has described methods in which the
mventive interconnect line can be obtained. There are, of
course, alternative equivalent methods or steps that can be
used to obtain the same results. For example, rather than
depositing top metal layer 22 on top of aluminum layer 20,
as shown 1n FIG. 4, an interconnect line 30 can be formed
after aluminum layer 20 1s deposited. As shown 1n FIG. 8,
this 1s accomplished by using a conventional photoresist
process to remove the unwanted portion of aluminum layer
20 and bottom metal layer 18. As such, interconnect line 30
comprises overlaid portions of bottom metal layer 18 and
aluminum layer 20.

As shown 1n FIG. 9, once interconnect line 30 1s formed,
metal layer 26 1s deposited over semiconductor structure 10
so as to cover interconnect line 30, mcluding aluminum
layer 20. Where metal layer 26 1s composed of a refractory
metal, such as titanium, the titanium will react with alumi-
num layer 20 to form TiAl;, either during deposition or
during a subsequent heat treatment. Next, as shown 1n FIG.
10, a spacer etch can be used to remove the portion of metal
layer 26 not covering opposing side surfaces 25 of alumi-
num layer 20. Again, where metal layer 26 1s composed of
a refractory metal, the unreacted refractory metal of metal
that remains between the lines 1s removed. In this
embodiment, metal layer 26 forms sidewall spacers 28.

A further embodiment 1s depicted in FIGS. 11-14. As seen
m FIG. 11, a semiconductor substrate 12 has thereon an
insulator layer. The insulator 1s preferably composed of a
doped silicon dioxide, such as borophosphosilicate glass

(BPSG). By way of example of the same, a BPSG layer 32
1s seen 1n FIG. 11. A trench 16 1s defined 1n BPSG layer 32.
Trench 16 has a tungsten material 34 formed therein.

Next, a conductive bottom metal layer 18 1s deposited
over BPSG layer 32 and trench 16. An electrically conduc-
five layer 1s next deposited over bottom metal layer 18.
Preferably, the electrically conductive layer will be compose
of aluminum, such as an aluminum layer 20 see in FIG. 11.

Deposited over aluminum layer 20 1s a top metal layer 22.
Top metal layer 22 1s also deposited using conventional
processes such as vacuum evaporation, sputtering or chemi-
cal vapor deposition techniques. As shown in phantom 1in
FIG. 11, layers 18, 20, and 22 are patterned for a subsequent
material removal process. Such a pattern can be accom-
plished using conventional photolithography.

In FIG. 12, a metal line stack has been formed by
conventional processing. The metal line stack includes lay-
ers 18, 20, and 22. In FIG. 13, a layer of spacer material 26
1s deposited over the metal line stack of layers 18, 20, and
22. A spacer etch 1s performed so as to form spacers 28 upon
the lateral sides of layers 18, 20, and 22. After the spacer
ctch, spacer material 26 1s removed from a top surface of top
metal layer 22 as shown in FIG. 14.

A still further embodiment 1s depicted 1n FIGS. 15-17. As
seen 1n FIG. 15, a semiconductor substrate 12 has thereon an
insulator layer. The insulator layer 1s preferably composed of

a doped silicon dioxide, such as borophosphosilicate glass
(BPSG). By way of example of the same, a BPSG layer 32

1s seen 1n FIG. 15. A trench or contact 16 1s defined in BPSG
layer 32. A conductive bottom metal layer 18 1s deposited as
a liner within trench 16 as well as over BPSG layer 32. An
clectrically conductive layer 1s next deposited over bottom
metal layer 18 and within trench 16. Preferably, the electri-
cally conductive layer will be composed of aluminum, such
as an aluminum layer 20 see 1n FIG. 135.

Deposited over aluminum layer 20 1s a top metal layer 22.
Top metal layer 22 1s also deposited using conventional
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processes such as vacuum evaporation, sputtering or chemi-
cal vapor deposition techniques. As shown 1 phantom 1n
FIG. 15, layers 18, 20, and 22 are patterned for a subsequent
material removal process. Such a pattern can be accom-
plished using conventional photolithography. When DUV
lithography 1s used, top metal layer 22 1s not needed, as
explained above.

In FIG. 16, a metal line stack has been formed by
conventional processing using the pattern as described. The
metal line stack includes layers 18, 20, and 22. In FIG. 16,
a layer of spacer material 26 1s deposited over the metal line
stack of layers 18, 20, and 22. A spacer etch 1s performed so
as to form spacers 28 upon the lateral sides of layers 18, 20,
and 22 as shown 1n FIG. 17. After the spacer etch, none of
spacer material 26 1s left upon a top surface of top metal

layer 22.

The present mnvention may be embodied 1n other specific
forms without departing from 1its spirit or essential charac-
teristics. The described embodiments are to be considered 1n
all respects only as illustrated and not restrictive. The scope
of the invention 1is, therefore, indicated by the appended
claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of
the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What 1s claimed and desired to be secured by United
States Letters Patent 1s:

1. An mterconnect line structure comprising:

a first refractory metal layer upon an electrically insula-
tive substrate;

a metal layer upon the first refractory metal layer, wherein
there are co-planar opposing sides on the first refractory
metal layer and the metal layer; and

a spacer, comprised of a second refractory metal layer, on
cach of the co-planar opposing sides of the first refrac-
tory metal layer and the metal layer.

2. The mterconnect line structure as defined 1n claim 1,
wherein the first and second refractory metal layers each
comprise a material selected from the group consisting of a
refractory metal nitride, titanium nitride, and an alloy of
titanium and aluminum.

3. The interconnect line structure as defined 1n claim 1,
wherein the first refractory metal layer comprises a film of
fitanium and a film of titanium nitride.

4. The interconnect line structure as defined 1n claim 1,
wherein the first refractory metal layer comprises a film of
fitanium and a film of an alloy of titanium and aluminum.

S. The interconnect line structure as defined 1n claim 1,
wherein the metal layer comprises a material selected from
the group consisting of aluminum and an aluminum alloy.

6. The interconnect line structure as defined i claim 1,
wherein the electrically insulative substrate comprises sili-
con dioxide.

7. An 1nterconnect line structure for connection to an
clectronic device within an integrated circuit, the 1ntercon-
nect line structure comprising;:

a middle metal layer positioned on the integrated circuit
and having an exterior surface defined by a bottom
surface, a top surface, and opposing side surfaces;

a discrete bottom metal layer upon said bottom surface of
said middle metal layer;

a discrete top metal layer upon said top surface of said
middle metal layer; and

discrete electrically conductive sidewall spacers individu-
ally attached to and covering each of said opposing side
surfaces of said middle metal layer and opposing side
surfaces of said bottom and top metal layers.
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8. An 1nterconnect line structure as recited m claim 7,
wherein:

said top metal layer and said bottom metal layer each
comprise a titanium alloy;

said electrically conductive sidewall spacers each com-
prise a material selected from the group consisting of
fitanium, a titanium alloy, and titanium nitride; and

sald middle metal layer comprises an aluminum alloy.

9. An interconnect line structure as recited in claim 7,
wherein each of said electrically conductive sidewall spacers
has a tapered width that enlarges from said top surface of
said middle metal layer to said bottom surface of said middle
metal layer.

10. An interconnect line structure as recited 1n claim 7,
wherein each of said discrete bottom metal layer and said
middle metal layer are within a recess defined by an elec-
trical insulation layer.

11. An 1nterconnect line structure comprising:

a semiconductor substrate having a top surface thereon;

a dielectric layer upon the semiconductor layer, the
dielectric layer having a trench therein that extends
longitudinally parallel to and terminates at the top
surface of the semiconductor substrate; and

an aluminum layer enclosed within a refractory metal
material within the trench, the refractory metal material
being upon the top surface of the semiconductor sub-
strate.
12. An interconnect line structure as recited in claim 11,
wherein:

said refractory metal material comprises titantum nitride,
and

said aluminum layer comprises an aluminum alloy.

13. An interconnect line structure for connection to an
electronic device within an integrated circuit, the 1ntercon-
nect line structure comprising;:

a semiconductor substrate;

an electrically insulative layer upon the semiconductor
substrate having a recess therein, said recess terminat-
ing at an exposed surface on said semiconductor sub-
strate;

a refractory metal material within the recess and 1n
contact with the exposed surface on said semiconductor
substrate;

an electrically conductive layer within the recess and
upon the refractory metal material, the electrically
conductive layer having opposing sidewalls and pro-
jecting above the electrically 1nsulative layer to termi-
nate at a top surface thereon;

a first spacer material upon the top surface of the electri-
cally conductive layer; and

a second spacer material, distinct from and 1n contact with
the first spacer material, situated upon said opposing
sidewalls of said electrically conductive layer, the
second spacer material being upon the electrically
insulative layer.

14. The mterconnect line structure as defined 1n claim 13,

wherein:

the refractory metal material comprises a refractory metal
nitride;

the first and second spacer materials each comprise refrac-
tory metal or nitrides thereof; and

the electrically conductive layer comprises aluminum.

15. An interconnect line structure for connection to an
electronic device within an integrated circuit, the 1ntercon-
nect line structure comprising:
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a semiconductor substrate;

an clectrically insulative layer upon the semiconductor
substrate having a recess therein, said recess terminat-
ing at an exposed surface on said semiconductor sub-
strate;

a refractory metal material within the recess and in
contact with the exposed surface on said semiconductor
substrate;

an eclectrically conductive layer within the recess and
upon the refractory metal material, the electrically
conductive layer projecting above the electrically 1nsu-
lative layer to terminate at a top surface thereon; and

a spacer upon the opposing sidewalls of said electrically
conductive layer, the spacer being upon the electrically
insulative layer.

16. The interconnect line structure as defined 1n claim 185,

wherein:

the refractory metal material 1s a refractory metal nitride;
and

the electrically conductive layer comprises aluminum.
17. An electrically conductive line structure comprising:

a semiconductor substrate;
an 1nsulator layer upon the semiconductor substrate;

a recess within the insulator layer, the recess exposing a
surface upon the semiconductor substrate;

a refractory metal line within the recess and 1n contact
with the exposed surface upon the semiconductor sub-
strate;

a conductive bottom metal layer upon the insulator layer
and the refractory metal line;

an electrically conductive layer upon said conductive
bottom metal layer;

a top metal layer upon said electrically conductive layer,
wherein said conductive bottom metal layer, said elec-
trically conductive layer, and said top metal layer
together form a conductor line projecting above and
adjacent to an exposed surface on said insulator layer,
said conductor line having a top surface and opposing
lateral sides; and

a spacer upon the opposing lateral sides of said conductor
line.

18. The electrically conducive line structure as defined 1n
claim 17, wherein:

said conductive bottom metal layer and said top metal
layer each comprise a refractory metal nitride; and

the electrically conductive layer comprises an aluminum
alloy.
19. An electrically conductive line structure comprising:

a semiconductor substrate;

an 1nsulator layer upon a semiconductor substrate, the
insulator layer having a top surface;

a recess within the 1nsulator layer, the recess exposing a
surface upon the semiconductor substrate;

a conductive bottom metal layer:
within the recess;
upon the exposed surface upon the semiconductor
substrate; and
upon the top surface of the insulator layer;

an electrically conductive layer within said recess and
upon said conductive bottom metal layer;

a top metal layer upon said electrically conductive layer,
wherein said conductive bottom metal layer, said elec-
trically conductive layer, and said top metal layer form



US 6,617,689 Bl

13

a conductor line projecting above and adjacent to an
exposed surface on said 1nsulator layer, said conductor
line having a top surface and opposing lateral sides; and

a spacer upon the opposing lateral sides of the conductor
line.

20. The electrically conductive line structure as defined 1n
claim 19, wherein:

14

salid conductive bottom metal layer and said top metal
layer each comprise a refractory metal nitride; and

the electrically conductive layer comprises an aluminum
alloy.
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