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PROCESS FOR PRODUCING
DIMENSIONALLY STABLE RELEASE LINER
AND PRODUCT PRODUCED THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a divisional of application 09/217,391
filed on Dec. 21, 1998 now U.S. Pat. No. 6,416,628.

This application claims priority of provisional U.S. patent
application No. 60/073,458, filed Dec. 22, 1997. The text of
the provisional application i1s incorporated by reference
herein.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method of producing paper
products made from a hygroreactive cellulosic fiber matrix
sized with a hydrophobic material. The products produced
are more dimensionally stable under cyclical humidity con-
ditions than conventional paper products.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Conventional paper and paperboard products are made
from hygrocellulosic fibers. These fibers tend to absorb
moisture and swell in environments of high humidity and
they tend to shrink in low humidity conditions. This dimen-
sional 1nstability 1n paper and paperboard products leads to
problems such as curl, misregistering 1n printing, bulge,
cockle, warp and compressive creep.

For example, a two sided polyethylene extruded release
liner was found to exhibit wavy edges in cyclical humidity
conditions. This 1n turn leads to product performance prob-
lems such as misregistration in a multicolor printing process.

These end use problems often result 1n costly project
rejects. Thus, there 1s a need for dimensionally stable paper
and paperboard products.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,753,069 to Crawford, U.S. Pat. No.
4,110,155 to Minogawa, U.S. Pat. No. 4,288,287 to Miyama,
U.S. Pat. No. 4,331,508 to Miyoma, U.S. Pat. No. 5,178,936
to Kamiya, U.S. Pat. No. 5,194,362 to Nakabayashi, U.S.
Pat. No. 5,254,450 to Lacy and U.S. Pat. No. 5,362,614 to
Serizawa generally disclose resin coated photographic
papers wherein resin stabilizers and/or antioxidants are
incorporated 1nto the paper core to help eliminate curl.

The prior art has shown use of sizing agents and paper

saturants 1n the paper industry. Representative of these
patents mnclude U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,692,183, 2,629,648, 2,629,

674 and 2,629,701 to Ericks; U.S. Pat. No. 4,133,688 to
Sack, U.S. Pat. No. 4,152,190 to Serota, U.S. Pat. No.
4,522,686 to Dumas, U.S. Pat. No. 4,810,301 to Yoshioka,
U.S. Pat. No. 4,849,131 to Sweeney, U.S. Pat. No. 4,935,097
to Tashiro, U.S. Pat. No. 5,160,484 to Nikoloff, and U.S. Pat.
No. 5,374,335 to Lindgren.

Unlike the prior art, the present invention overcomes the
problems typically associated with hygroreactive cellulosic
fibers by providing paper and paperboard products that are
more dimensionally stable under cyclical humidity condi-
tions than conventional paper products.

Accordingly, 1t 1s a broad object of the invention to
provide a dimensionally stable reprographic paper produced
by sizing a cellulosic fiber matrix with a hydrophobic
material. This technique reduces the hygroexpansion of the
paper thus creating more dimensionally stable paper and
paperboard products.

Another object of the 1invention 1s to reduce hygroexpan-
sion of paper by approximately 40%, therefore creating
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more dimensionally stable paper and paper board. The
technique 1nvolves a hydrophobic treatment of the paper
which 1s then dried using heat and/or pressure.

A specific object of the invention 1s to provide a dimen-
sionally stable release liner that 1s more stable against
moisture changes and lays flat when subjected to cyclical
humidity conditions. The base sheet of the release liner is
surface sized with a hydrophobic material which permits
adhesion of a polyethylene coating without the use of a
primer or adhesion coating.

Another more specific object of the invention 1s to provide
a dimensionally stable release liner having a balanced
coating, 1.¢. using the same polyethylene on either side of the
base sheet as well as the same coat weight on either side.

Another object of the invention 1s to provide a dimen-
sionally stable paper or paperboard product with improved
lay flat characteristics by surface sizing the base sheet to
create a non-hygro reactive paper or paperboard.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the present mnvention, these purposes, as well as others
which will be apparent, are achieved generally by providing
a process for producing dimensionally stable paper and
paperboard by treating with hydrophobic materials to reduce
the hygroexpansion of paper.

The process of the invention 1nvolves soaking the paper or
paperboard 1n an aqueous solution of hydrophobes followed
by drying using heat and/or pressure. Under pressure and/or
heat the hydrophobe penetrates the paper fiber matrix mak-
ing the fiber matrix hydrophobic, thus moisture 1s prevented
from penetrating or exiting the fiber wall reducing fiber
swelling and reswelling and the concomitant network expan-
sion and contraction.

Various hydrophobic agents are used in the invention
process. A preferred material 1s a modified cationic rosin
emulsion. Other hydrophobic agents used in the mmvention
process mclude ethylene oxide and propylene oxide block
copolymer; polyethylene acrylate; alkyltrimethoxysilane;
styrene acrylate copolymer dispersion; and polyurethane.

The aqueous solution of hydrophobic agents 1s preferably
between 2 to 20 wt. % solids. In addition to the hydrophobic
agent the aqueous solution comprises a hydrophilic sizing
agent such as starch. The amount of starch used 1s typically
between 8 to 12 wt. %. Other sizing materials used 1
preparing the invention include starch solutions such as
ammonium persulfate converted pearl starch and Penford
Gum 290. In a preferred embodiment the aqueous solution
comprises approximately 1% hydrophobic agent, 10%
starch and 89% water.

In general the 1nvention provides a dimensionally stable
reprographic paper and/or paperboard wherein the base
sheet comprised of a hygroreactive cellulosic fiber matrix 1s
sized with a hydrophobic agent. The resulting treated paper
or paperboard is hydrophobic and has a contact angle of 90°
or greater.

In accordance with a specific embodiment of the
invention, a two-sided polyethylene extruded release liner 1s
produced. The base sheet 1s prepared 1n accordance with the
invention process. Preferably the base sheet 1s treated with
a hydrophobic solution, preferably a modified cationic resin
(commercially available as Sizeall XR 4177 from Ariziona
Chemical, Panama City, Fla.) and then coated with two
sheets of polyethylene on opposite sides of the base sheet to
form the release liner.

Other objects, features and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent when the detailed description of
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the preferred embodiments of the invention are considered
with reference to the drawings, which should be construed
in an 1llustrative and not limiting sense as follows:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a graphic illustration comparing the ditferent
drying techniques, conventional, high impulse and
Condebelt, for paper hygroreactivity of control samples and
samples treated with Hydrophobes 1 and 4 1n accordance
with the invention;

FIG. 2 1s a graphic illustration comparing different chemi-

cal treatments for paper hygroreactivity of various samples
treated with Hydrophobes 6, 3, 8, 5, 1, 1 with alum and 4 1n
accordance with the invention;

FIG. 3 1s an X-ray elemental map of Hydrophobe 6 treated
samples using conventional drying and Condebelt drying;

FIG. 4 1s a graphic illustration comparing the hygroex-
pansion of various samples treated with Hydrophobes 1 and
8 1n accordance with the invention;

FIG. 5 1s a graphic illustration of the effect of Condebelt
drying and Hydrophobe 1 treated samples on the hygrore-
activity of paper;

FIG. 6 1s a diagrammatic illustration of the lay flat
characteristics of a two sided polyethylene release liner
made 1n accordance with the invention process; and

FIG. 7 1s a comparison of the curl of a release liner made
in accordance with the invenfion process, under various
humidity conditions.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention dimensionally
stable paper and/or paperboard products are provided by
freating a hygroreactive cellulosic fiber matrix with a hydro-
phobic agent solution and drying the treated fibers using heat
and/or pressure so that the hydrophobic agent penetrates the
fibers making the fiber matrix hydrophobic.

The hydrophobic agent 1s applied to the fiber matrix 1n an
aqueous solution. The aqueous solution 1s preferably
between 2 to 20 wt. % solids and also 1ncludes a s1zing agent
such as starch. The amount of starch in the solution 1is
typically between 8 to 12 wt. %, preferably 10 wt. %. Other
sizing materials used 1n preparing the invention include
starch solutions such as ammonium persulfate converted
pearl starch and Penford Gum 290. These sizing materials
are hydrophilic, however, they are combined with the hydro-
phobic agents of the invention, and when applied to the fiber
matrix result in a hydrophobic surface size. In a preferred
embodiment the aqueous solution comprises approximately
1% hydrophobic agent, 10% starch and 89% water.

The hydrophobic agent typically comprises up to 1 wt. %
of the aqueous solution and 1s preferably a modified cationic
rosin emulsion comprised of emulsified cationic rosin solids
(10—-40%) and 1-6% of a water soluble salt of an alkylene-
acrylic acid copolymer, preferably a water soluble salt of a
polyalkylene-acrylic acid copolymer. This material 1s com-
mercially available as Sizeall from Arizona Chemical,
Panama City, Fla., and 1s described in U.S. Patent Applica-
fion to Huang et al. entitled “Modified Rosin Emulsion”,
which was filed on Apr. 29, 1996 and assigned Ser. No.
08/639,399. This application 1n its enfirety 1s 1ncorporated
herein by reference.

Other hydrophobic agents used 1n the 1nvention process
and include ethylene oxide and propylene oxide block
copolymer, commercially available as Pluronic L.92 and
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[L121 from BASF Corporation Chemicals Division,
Charlotte, N.C.; polyethylene acrylate, commercially avail-
able as Pea 4983 and 4990 from Michelman Inc., Cincinnati,
Ohio, a preferred PEA copolymer used has an average
molecular weight of about 8000; turpene dimer commer-
cially available from Arizona Chemical, Panama City, Fla.;
alkyltrimethoxysilane commercially available as Silane
6124 from Down Corning, Midland, Mich.; styrene acrylate
colpolymer dispersion, commercially available as Basoplast
from BASF Corporation Chemicals Division, Charlotte,
N.C.; chromium stearate, commercially available as Quilon
C from E.I. DuPont de Nemours & Co., Wilmington, Del.;
and polyurethane, commercially available as Graphsize.

Depending on the hydrophobic agent used, a surfactant,
such as the cationic surfactant aluminum sulfate or the
nonionic surfactant commercially available as Luredur, may
be included 1n the aqueous solution. The use of a surfactant
mixed together with the hydrophobic agent enhances the
surface wettability and further enhances the penetration of
the hydrophobic agent into the matrix. Silane 6124, PEA
4983 and Graphsize are mncorporated herein by reference.

In general the invention provides a dimensionally stable
reprographic paper and/or paperboard wherein the base
sheet comprised of a hygroreactive cellulosic fiber matrix is
sized with a hydrophobic agent. The resulting treated paper
or paperboard is hydrophobic and has a contact angle of 90°
or greater.

The mvention also provides a release liner comprised of
a base sheet comprised of a matrix of hygroreactive cellu-
losic fibers which have been sized with a hydrophobic agent,
wherein said hydrophobic agent penetrates the fibers making
the fiber matrix hydrophobic. The base sheet 1s coated with
at least one sheet of polyethylene. The liner of the invention
1s stable against moisture changes and lays flat when sub-
jected to cyclical humidity conditions.

The following examples illustrate various aspects of the
invention but are not to be interpreted as limiting it.

EXAMPLE I

The treatment technique investigated in this example
simulates that of Condebelt drying conditions. The paper
was treated with a hydrophobic sizing agent to prevent
absorption of water, thereby reducing hygroreactivity and
increasing dimensional stability.

The hydrophobic agents used 1n this example include:

Hydrophobe 1—a modified cationic rosin emulsion, com-
mercially available as Sizeall from Arizona Chemical,
Panama City, Fla.

Hydrophobe 2—styrene acrylate copolymer dispersion,
commercially available as Basoplast from BASF Corpora-
tion Chemicals Division, Charlotte, North Carolina com-
bined with a nonionic surfactant, commercially available as
Luredur. The materials are combined 1n the amounts of 98%
and 2%, respectively.

Hydrophobe 3—polyurethane dispersion, commercially
available as Graphsize.

Hydrophobe 4—-<cthylene oxide and propylene oxide
block copolymer, commercially available as Pluronic .92
and L121 from BASF Corporation Chemicals Division,
Charlotte, N.C.

Hydrophobe 5—polyethylene acrylates, commercially
available as Pea 4983 and 4990 from Michelman Inc.,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Hydrophobe 6—chromium stearate, commercially avail-
able as Quilon C from E.I. DuPont de Nemours & Co.,
Wilmington, Del.
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Hydrophobe 7—alkyltrimethoxysilane commercially
available as Silane 6124 from Down Corning, Midland,
Mich.

Hydrophobe 8—turpene dimer commercially available
from Arizona Chemical, Panama City, Fla.

Unsized reprographic paper was used 1n this example. The
samples were prepared 1n accordance with the invention
process by dipping them 1n the aqueous solutions of Hydro-
phobes 1 to 8 listed above for approximately 1 minute. The
hydrophobe solutions were prepared as either “low” or
“high” solutions. The “low” solutions were prepared such
that 2 Ibs of hydrophobe was used per ton of paper (2,000
Ibs); and in the “high” solutions 6 lbs of hydrophobe was
used per ton of paper. Alter soaking in the hydrophobe the
samples were then dried in one of the following ways:

(1) Conventional technique: The soaked samples were
couched and then dried on a bench top drier for approxi-
mately 30 seconds per side under restraint.

(2) Condebelt technique: The soaked samples were placed
on a felt and hot press dried between two plattens. The
pressure (~200 psi) and temperature (~300 F.) was applied
for a duration of 5 seconds. Only a circular area 1n the center
of the sample was dried and the edges of the sample were not
dry. The edges of the samples were then dried using the
conventional technique.

(3) High Impulse technique: The soaked samples were
placed on a felt and hot press dried between 2 plattens. The
pressure (~400 psi) and temperature (~400 F.) was applied
for a duration of 15 milli secs. The edges of the sample were
not dry so the samples were then dried using the conven-
tional technique.

The hygroreactivity of the samples was measured using,
the Varidim Expansimeter. The samples were equilibrated at
50% RH (for 2 hours), 20% RH (for 4 hours) and 90% RH
(for 6 hours) . For some runs the conditions were cycled to
test for hysteresis effects. The hygroreactivity was compared
to the sample treated with water using the conventional
method. This sample was used as a control, since 1t dis-
played the most consistent results across the different runs.

The hygroreactivity data, summarized 1n Table I below,
reveals that the sized samples dried using the Condebelt
technique were the least hygroreactive, followed by the high
impulse dried samples and finally the conventionally dried
samples. FIG. 1, 1llustrates the best two treatments from
TABLE 1A thru 1I compared to the control sample treated
with water only. The samples dried conventionally do not
have improved hygroreactivity. Thus, 1t 1s preferred for the
heat and pressure to be present for an 1mproved product.
However, the heat and pressure are not solely responsible for
the decrease 1n hygroreactivity as can be seen 1n the control
samples where there was no improvement 1n hygroreactivity
(samples treated only with water and dried in different
ways). A significant decrease 1n reactivity occurs when the
hydrophobes are present.

The hygroreactivity can be measured as a percentage
performance, which 1s the percent change 1n length of the
freated sample compared to the change in length of the
control. The control 1s the sample wet 1n water and dried in
a conventional manner. The samples can be grouped 1n
decreasing order of hygroreactivity as follows:

Group A—Hydrophobes 1 and 4 both showed a decrease
of 35-45% 1n the hygroreactivity when compared to the
control.

Group B—Hydrophobes 5, 7 and 8 showed a decrease of
25-35% 1n the hygroreactivity when compared to the con-
trol.
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6
Group C—Hydrophobes 2, 6, 7, water (with condebelt)—

showed a decrease of <18% 1n the hygroreactivity when
compared to the control.

FIG. 2 1llustrates the effectiveness of the top chemical
treatments. TABLES 1A thru 1I summarizes the entire data
for the chemical treatments mvestigated and the reductions
of hygroexpansion, if any. As discussed above, the hydro-
phobe solutions were prepared as “low” and “high”
solutions, 1n the tables below, unless indicated as a “high
solution, the solutions were “low”.

22

TABLE 1A

HYGROREACTIVITY PERFORMANCE OF
UNTREATED AND CONTROL SAMPLES

DRYING % DL OF STANDARD
SAMPLE TECHNIQUE CONTROL DEVIATION
UNTREATED 1 92 2.2
PAPER
CONTROL/WATER 3 100 2.9
CONTROL/WATER 2 117.2 4.5
CONTROL/WATER 1 96.1 3.8
KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:
1 - Conventional;
2 - Condebelt; and
3 - High Impulse.
TABLE 1B
HYGROREACTIVITY PERFORMANCE OF
HYDROPHOBE 1 SAMPLES
DRYING % DL OF STANDARD
SAMPLE TECHNIQUE CONTROL DEVIATION
HYDROPHOBE 1 1 119.3 —
HYDROPHOBE 1 3 95.3 —
HYDROPHOBE 1 2 63.4 1.7
HYDROPHOBE 1+ 1 120.6 —
HYDROPHOBE 1+ 3 123.1 —
HYDROPHOBE 1+ 2 59.6 1.3

KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:

1 - Conventional;

2 - Condebelt; and

3 - High Impulse.

+Cationic surfactant - alumimmum sulfate 50% solution in water 1s included.

TABLE 1C

HYGROREACTIVITY PERFORMANCE OF
HYDROPHOBE 2 SAMPLES

DRYING % DL OF STANDARD
SAMPLE TECHNIQUE CONTROL DEVIATION
HYDROPHOBE 2 1 116.9 2.5
HYDROPHOBE 2 3 102.8 2.4
HYDROPHOBE 2 2 82.7 3.1
HYDROPHOBE 2 1 108.8 —
HYDROPHOBE 2 3 126.2 3.0
HYDROPHOBE 2 2 89.6 2.0

KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:
1 - Conventional;

2 - Condebelt; and

3 - High Impulse.
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TABLE 1D TABLE 1H

HYGROREACITIVITY PERFORMANCE OF
HYDROPHOBE 3 SAMPLES

HYGROREACTIVITY PERFORMANCE OF
HYDROPHOBE 7 SAMPLES

5

DRYING % DL OF STANDARD DRYING % DL OF STANDARD
SAMPLE TECHNIQUE CONTROL DEVIATTON SAMPLE TECHNIQUE CONTROL DEVIATION
HYDROPHOBE 3 1 118.7 2.5 HYDROPHOBE 7 1 115.7 2.5
HYDROPHOBE 3 3 100.8 2.1 HYDROPHOBE 7 3 135.0 3.1
HYDROPHOBE 3 2 95.4 2.3 10 HYDROPHOBE 7 2 104.5 4.4
HYDROPHOBE 3* 1 — — HYDROPHOBE 7* 1 109.5 —
HYDROPHOBE 3* 3 97.3 2.9 HYDROPHOBE 7* 3 125.9 3.8
HYDROPHOBE 3* 2 93.1 2.0 HYDROPHOBE 7% 2 69.7 2.6

KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:

1 - Conventional;
2 - Condebelt; and
3 - High Impulse.

*“high” solution - 6 Ibs of hydrophobe per ton of paper.

15

KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:

1 - Conventional;
2 - Condebelt; and
3 - High Impulse.

*“high” solution - 6 Ibs of hydrophobe per ton of paper.

TABLE 1E N JABLE 1
HYGROREACTIVITY PERFORMANCE OF MGRO§§§ (;)F[I’EI(;)[“B&(EPSEEECIZ/E{[’EEESBI CEOF
HYDROPHOBE 4 SAMPLES
DRYING % DLOF  STANDARD  g\\pyp IECHNIQUE  CONTROL  DEVIATION
SAMPLE TECHNIQUE CONTROL DEVIATION
05 o
HYDROPHOBE 4 ! 7.6 — HTYDROPHOEE 3 : 1 ¥
HYDROPHOBE 4 3 68.5 — ' '
HYDROPHOBE 4 2 54.4 1.3
HYDROPHOBE 4 1 85.1 — If]_EE; DRYE.NG ITE CHNIQUE:
HYDROPHOBE 4 3 78.5 — > Cordebelt and
HYDROPHOBE 4 2 59.8 1.5 30 3 - High Impulse.
KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:
1 - Conventional; TABLES 2A and 2B below summarize the wetting data of
2 - Condebelt; and the treated samples. Measurement of the contact angle is an
3 - High Impulse. e qe e .
indication of the hydrophobicity of the samples generated.
. . AN .
TARILE 1F 35 Typically, if the contact angle is 90° or greater the material

is hydrophobic, less than 90° the material is hydrophilic.
HYGROREACTIVITY PERFORMANCE OF

HYDROPHOBE 5 SAMPLES TABLE 2A
DRYING % DLOEF — SIANDARD WETTABILITY DATA FOR TREATED SAMPLES
SAMPLE TECHNIQUE CONTROL DEVIATTON
DRYING CONTACT STANDARD
HYDROPHOBE 5 1 08.3 —
TYDROPHORE 5 5 66.6 16 SAMPLE TECHNIQUE ANGLE DEVIATTION
HYDROPHOBE 5 1 92.3 1.3 UNTREATED
HYDROPHOBE 5 2 71.4 1.6 i< PAPFR
KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE: CONTROL/WATER 1
1 - Conventional; CONTROL/WATER 3
2 - Condebelt; and CONTROL/WATER 2 76.3 0.3
3 - High Impulse. 57 4 05
HYDROPHOBE 2 1 113.1 1.5
50 HYDROPHOBE 2 3 108.5 1.6
TABLE 1G HYDROPHOBE 2 2 113.2 1.1
HYDROPHOBE 3 1 111.9 0.6
HYGROREACTIVITY PERFORMANCE OF HYDROPHOBE 3 3 119.6 0.7
HYDROPHOBE 6 SAMPLES HYDROPHOBE 3 2 109.9 1.7
HYDROPHOBE 35* 1 138.1 1.4
DRYING % DL OF STANDARD 55 HYDROPHOBE 3* 2 125.4 1.7
SAMPLE TECHNIQUE CONTROL DEVIATTON HYDROPHOBE 4 1 53.2 0.9
HYDROPHOBE 4 2 55.8 0.6
HYDROPHOBE 6 1 117.5 3.2 HYDROPHOBE 4 1 60.7 0.6
HYDROPHOBE 6 3 119.6 3.0 HYDROPHORBE 4 2 60 .4 0.7
HYDROPHOBE 6 2 102.9 2.6 HYDROPHOBE 5 1 121.0 1.0
HYDROPHOBE 6% 1 94.5 — 60 HYDROPHOBE 5 2 124.0 0.9
HYDROPHOBE 6* 3 119.4 3.7
HYDROPHOBE 6* 2 85.1 2.9 KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:

KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:

1 - Conventional;
2 - Condebelt; and
3 - High Impulse.

*“high” solution - 6 Ibs of hydrophobe per ton of paper.

65

1 - Conventional;
2 - Condebelt; and
3 - High Impulse.

*“high” solution - 6 Ibs of hydrophobe per ton of paper.

+ Cationic surfactant - aluminum sulfate 50% solution 1n water i1s

included.
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TABLE 2B

WETTABILITY DATA FOR TREATED SAMPLES

10

the fiberwalls hydrophobic, moisture 1s prevented from
entering or exiting the fiber wall, thus reducing fiber swell-
ing and reswelling and concomitant network expansion and
contraction. In the case of unbleached kraft fibers, at high
sizing levels (30 Ib/ton and higher), the hydrophobe may
penctrate the fiber wall without application of a thermal
pulse by virtue of favorable surface energetics for sponta-
neous spreading.

Alternatively, the improved hygroreactivity may be
achieved by hydrophobic treatment of the bonded areas.
Some fundamental research conducted to understand hot
pressing processes indicate that hemicellulose 1n fibers flows
during the hot pressing process, increasing the number of
bonds 1n paper. If hydrophobes are provided during this
process, the hydrophobes could get trapped 1n the bond sites.
This 1n turn would prevent the release of dried in stresses
when the samples are cycled through various humidity
cycles. Total coverage of the bond sites by the hydrophobe
could also help reduce hygroreactivity by preventing plas-
ticization of the bonds by moisture.

Physical Analysis and Microscopy Results

The dominant mechanism responsible for the 1improved
hygroreactivity was analysed by the measurement of several
physical properties. Different microscopy tools were used to
analyze the location of the hydrophobe in the samples.
TABLE 3A and 3B contain tensile strength data of the
treated samples. Tensile strength measurements showed that
some chemical treatments lowered the tensile strength by
approximately 15%. However, for the Hydrophobe 4
samples and Hydrophobe 6 samples the strength dropped by
~50% and for Plydrophobe 1 the drop was ~20%. The water
treated control samples did not show much difference in
strength for the different drying techniques. For the Hydro-
phobe 2 samples the strength 1n fact increased by ~10%. The
Hydrophobe 5 treated samples did not show any decrease in
strength. The decrease 1n tensile strength cannot be simply
attributed to a debonding effect of the chemicals.

TABLE 3A

TENSILE STRENGTH DAI'A OF
HYDROPHOBE TREATED SAMPLES

DRYING CONTACT STANDARD 5
SAMPLE TECHNIQUE ANGLE DEVIAITTON
HYDROPHOBE 5 1 105.3 2.0
HYDROPHOBE 5 2 126.4 1.9
HYDROPHOBE 6 1 128.6 1.1
HYDROPHOBE 6 3 130.7 2.1 10
HYDROPHOBE 6 2 142.4 3.1
HYDROPHOBE 7/ 1 94.4 1.3
HYDROPHOBE 7/ 3 92.7 2.2
HYDROPHOBE 7/ 2 117.4 1.0
HYDROPHOBE 7/* 1 74.4 1.1
HYDROPHOBE 7/* 2 132.1 2.0 15
HYDROPHOBE 1 1 112.4 0.8
HYDROPHOBE 1 3 05.8 0.8
HYDROPHOBE 1 2 114.8 1.5
HYDROPHOBE 1+ 1 136.0 1.0
HYDROPHOBE 1+ 3 123.0 1.6
HYDROPHOBE 1+ 2 112.7 0.7 0
HYDROPHOBE 8 1 110.3 1.9
HYDROPHOBE 8 2 115.0 0.9
KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:
1 - Conventional;
2 - Condebelt; and
3 - High Impulse. 25
*“high” solution - 6 Ibs of hydrophobe per ton of paper.
+Cationic surfactant - aluminum sulfate 50% solution in water is included.
Theoretical Mechanisms for the Improved

Hygroreactivity of Fibers 30

Several mechanisms are possible that lead to the
improved properties.

A first mechanism involves insolating fibers against mois-
ture sorption/desorption. When the fibers absorb moisture .
and expnd, they push the neighboring fibers to which they
arc bonded. The network of fibers or the paper hence
undergoes a change 1n dimension. Under pressure/heat the
hydrophobe penetrates the bleached Kraft fibers. By making

SAMPLE
UNTREATED
SAMPLE
CONTROL/
WATER
CONTROL/
WATER
HYDROPHOBE
4
HYDROPHOBE
4
HYDROPHOBE
1+
HYDROPHOBE
1+
HYDROPHOBE
1
HYDROPHOBE
1
HYDROPHOBE
4
HYDROPHOBE
4

HYDROPHOBE

CALI- STRETCH
DRYING PER  STD AT PEAK STD STRENGTH STD
TECH. mil DEV Yo DEV Ibt/in DEV
— 4.45 0.09 6.13 0.37 15.94 0.51
1 4.68 0.08 5.69 0.69 14.54 0.50
2 4.63 0.15 3.96 1.40 13.41 2.51
1 4.82 0.16 4.44 1.04 7.26 0.69
2 4.70 0.41 2.75 0.52 7.18 0.63
1 4.90 0.08 5.65 0.19 14.56 0.43
2 4.74 0.18 1.01 0.20 10.32 0.89
1 5.03 0.20 5.78 0.31 15.68 0.18
2 4.66 0.09 1.73 0.47 11.71 0.87
— 0.29 3.16 3.601 0.27 7.68 0.57
2 4.23 0.10 2.30 0.50 0.13 0.48
1 5.01 0.08 6.13 0.43 15.95 0.45



SAMPLE

I%IYDROPHOBE
I%IYDROPHOBE
iIYDROPHOBE
iIYDROPHOBE
iIYDROPHOBE
gIYDROPHOBE
IEEIYDROPHOBE
3

KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:

1 - Conventional;

2 - Condebelt; and

3 - High Impulse.

+Cationic surfactant - aluminum sulfate 50% solution 1n water 1s included.

11

TABLE 3A-continued
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TENSILE STRENGTH DAI'A OF
HYDROPHOBE TREA

DRYING

TECH.

CALI-

PER

mil

4.56

4.78

4.19

4.51

4.72

4.96

4.35

TABLE 3B

TENSILE STRENGTH DATA OF
HYDROPHOBE TREATED SAMPLES

ED SAMPLES

STRETCH
STD Al PEAK
DEV %
0.13 4.76
0.07 5.57
0.13 3.40
0.28 4.02
0.09 4.51
0.10 5.30
0.21 3.35

12

STD  STRENGTH STD
DEV Ibt/in DEV
0.83 17.08 0.49
0.29 14.61 0.34
0.84 13.35 2.54
1.03 17.17 1.92
0.37 15.02 0.97
0.27 11.37 0.38
0.83 10.42 1.27

ZCTO

span
Young’s z DI- ten-
MOE x RECTION sile
IE+ STD  TENSILE STD 1bfy STD
SAMPLE 3 Ibt/in2  DEV Ibf/in® DEV in* DEV
UNTREATED 300.07 20.53  101.13 355 3377 1.11
SAMPLE
CONTROLY 263.41 22.08 97.13 3.42 31.30 2.20
WATER
CONTROLY 262.39 10.00 87.30 290 31.80 1.81
WATER
HYDROPHOBE 130.39 5.54 46.87 2.80 29.85 1.82
4
HYDROPHOBE 149.96 4.01 33.37 217 29.67 2.21
4
HYDROPHOBE 284.87 34.79 97.55 — 3183 1.79
1+
HYDROPHOBE 422.82 56.01 75.00 — 26.87 4.55
1+
HYDROPHOBE 322.58 15.68  103.40 — 3040 392
1
HYDROPHOBE 343.46 115.45 — — 2383 1.17
1
HYDROPHOBE 120.10 24.96 48.80 —  30.23 1.82
4
HYDROPHOBE 152.17 28.28 38.60 — 29.37 1.50
4
HYDROPHOBE 230.63 32.27  105.40 — 33.00 192
2
HYDROPHOBE 269.73 54.20 83.80 — 3390 1.15
2
HYDROPHOBE 260.81 20.54 — — 32,73 1.83
5
HYDROPHOBE 309.75 99.68 92.30 —  31.27 2.31
5
HYDROPHOBE 328.93 40.33 — — 3243 1.56
5
HYDROPHOBE 313.14 25.80 99.33 501 32.13 0.75
5

30
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TABLE 3B-continued

TENSILE STRENGTH DATA OF
HYDROPHOBE TREATED SAMPLES
ZETo
span
Young’s z DI- ten-
MOE x RECTION sile
IE+ STD  TENSILE STD 1bfy STD
SAMPLE 3 Ibt/m2  DEV Ibf/in® DEV in* DEV
HYDROPHOBE 195.05 16.21 61.75 — 29.50 0.90
8
HYDROPHOBE 221.02 17.04 48.40 4.08 30.67 1.32
8

KEY: DRYING TECHNIQUE:

1 - Conventional;

2 - Condebelt; and

3 - High Impulse.

+Cationic surfactant - alumimmum sulfate 50% solution in water 1s included.

The zero span tensile strength data shows that the
decrease 1n strength for Hydrophobe 1 samples can be
attributed to a weakening of the fiber. The zero span tensile
strength reduces by approximately 20% for the Hydrophobe
1 treated samples. The other samples show a marginal drop
in the zero span tensile compared to the water treated control
samples.

Scattering coeflicients were measured for the control, and
Hydrophobe 1 and 2 treated samples. The scattering coel-
ficients were unchanged across the differently dried control
samples. This indicates that the high pressure/temperature 1s
not promoting much debonding between the fibers. The
conventionally treated pluronic sample showed an increase
in the scattering coeflicient indicating possible debonding
(confirmed by the dramatic decrease in tensile strength and
no corresponding drop in the zero span tensile strength).
However, the scattering coeflicient for the condebelt dried
sample was similar to the control condebelt result implying
that either the fibers had been compressed or some bonding
had taken place. The Hydrophobe 1 treated samples showed
a dramatic decrease in the scattering coefficient implying,

™
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that the inter fiber bonding has increased. The decreased
tensile strength can thus be attributed to a chemical modi-
fication of the fiber which 1s supported by the zero span
tensile strength.

X-Ray Elemental Analysis

X-ray elemental analysis of cross sections of samples of
the different drying techniques illustrate the differences
between the procedures. Even though there 1s a variation
from spot to spot on the treated samples the trend that can
be extracted from the images of the Hydrophobe 6 treated
samples 1s that the Hydrophobe 6 1s concentrated at the top
and bottom layer of the sheet for in the conventionally
treated samples. The high impulse and Condebelt drying
techniques infact dive 1in the Hydrophobe 6 samples through
the sheet of the paper and appears to be rather uniform.
However, there 1s a variation of uniformity of distribution of
sizing across the sample. This may be due to the role of the
pieces of dryer felt used 1n cushioning the 1mpact between
the two metal plattens. The underlying porosity of the dryer
felt could lead to a differential pick up across the sample.
FIG. 3 shows the comparison of X-ray elemental map for
chromium done on a Hydrophobe 6 treated sheet when dried
using conventional and condebelt drying techniques.

SEM Surface Micrographs

SEM surface micrographs of some samples were taken to
determine 1f there were any debonding effects due to the
treatments. The surface micrographs do not reveal a dra-
matic debonding effect but cannot be used to dray any
further conclusions on the bonding effect. The Hydrophobe
1 treated samples show that the condebelt treatment coats
the fibers well with the rosin and that the rosin also has filled
the pores. Hydrophobe 1 1s 85% by weight rosin, while the
rest 15 a kymene type molecule. The exact location of the
rosin 1n the fiber still cannot be concluded from the images.
The loading of the sheet 1s approximately 30 Ib/ton of sizing
pick up.

Raman Scattering

FT Raman scattering was used to try and understand the
differences 1n sizing pick up across the different drying
techniques for the organic sizes. The pick up was greater for
the Condebelt treatment than the High impulse treatment.
The treated area shows variation 1n rosin level across the
sample. However, the very qualitative nature of these results
makes 1t difficult to draw any quantitative conclusions.

The results 1indicate that a liner board product with lower
compressive creep can be produced from the treated fibers.
Using Condebelt and Hydrophobe 1 a reduction in hygroex-
pansion of 40% 1s seen. In terms of reduction of
hyeroexpansion, Hydrophobe &, available from Arizona
Chemical, performed well under conventional drying con-
ditions. The level of Hydrophobe 1 added was at the 18
Ib/ton and 30 Ib/ton level (see FIG. 4). Laboratory studies
show that the samples are repulpable under neutral condi-
tions. The stretch of treated samples under cyclical humidity
conditions the response curve of the treated samples show a
damped response compared with the control sample indi-
cating higher stability under cyclical humidity conditions.

The treated fibers were reproduced in handsheets made
from Camden 50 Kappa pulp dried on the static Condebelt
and the results are summarized 1n FIG. 5.

Variations 1n the mvention process include using different
levels of sizing material; using wet end and different size
press applications, using both blade/rod metering and puddle
size; using different base sheets, 1n terms of composition as
well as basis weight; using different pressure/heat/drying,
times; and using different pulps including bleached/
unbleached and different Kappa.
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14
EXAMPLE II

In this example, a two sided polyethylene extruded
release liner was produced 1n accordance with the mvention
process. The lay flat characteristics of liner 1s illustrated 1n

FIG. 6.

Specidically, a non-hygro reactive paper/paperboard was
created by treating a base sheet with a cationic rosin sizing
agent, Sizeall XR 4177. This agent was applied in the size
press and then dried using heat and pressure. Application 1n
this manner was found to be the most effective, reducing
hygroexpansion by approximately 49% as measured 1n a
hygroexpansimeter. The hot polyethylene extruded on the
basesheet helps rearrange the rosin 1n the sheet. The cationic
nature of the sizing chemical also helps get good bond
strength between the paper and the extruded polyethylene
layer at high sizing levels (27 Ibs ton). This enhanced
paper-polyethylene bond permits one to omit the aqueous
priming step, which in turn helps achieve a more uniform
structure 1n the z-direction and reduce the propensity to curl.
The aqueous priming step 1s typically used in conventionally
known processes as a pre-treatment of the base sheet prior
to polyethylene extrusion. The hydrophobic sizing solution
of the mvention eliminates this step.

Compared to release liner made from standard product
and conventional base sheet, the invention release liner
exhibited the least amount of wavy edges, curl and damped
moisture content changes in cyclical humidity conditions.

This data 1s 1llustrated 1n FIG. 7.

Modeling studies and experimental evaluations showed
that approximately 40 to 50% of the lay flat problem 1s
attributed to the two sidedness of the extruded polyethylene
layers. It 1s important to have a balanced coating. This
involves using the same polyethylene on either side as well
as the same coat weight on either side.

In addition, the mvention process of surface sizing the
base sheet with a hydrophobic surface size, 1.e. Sizeall XR
4177, was found to improve the lay flat property of the
release liners by an additional 20 to 30%.

Advantage over the prior art 1s 1 the reduction of the
hygroexpansion of fine paper by ~40% and hence a more
dimensionally stable paper/board. The technique uses a
hydrophobic treatment of the fine paper which 1s dried using
heat and pressure. Normally dried paper treated with a
hydrophobe does not show this improvement at the lower
dosage levels.

Although the mvention has been described in terms of
preferred embodiments numerous modifications are also
included. For example, different levels of sizing materials
can be incorporated into the fiber matrix. The aqueous
hydrophobic sizing agent can be applied at different size
press applications, using both blade and rod metering and
puddle size. Other starches and gums as hydrophilic sizing
materials can be used 1 addition to the ones described
herein.

The foregoing description of the invention 1s further
amplified by the respective embodiments in the examples,
which however should not be construed as a limitation of the
broader concept, but merely 1llustrative of the same.

In accordance with the present invention the pages

attached to the specification hereto provide further details of
the 1nvention.

The invention now being fully described, 1t will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill 1n the art that many changes
and modifications can be made thereto without departing,
from the spirit or scope of the invention as set forth herein.
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What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A release liner comprising

a base sheet including a matrix of hygroreactive cellulosic
fibers which are impregnated with a hydrophobic agent,
wherein said hydrophobic agent impregnates said base
sheet 1n a substantially uniform arrangement; and

a coating of polyethylene bonded directly to said base
sheet without an aqueous primer,

wherein said hydrophobic agent enhances bonding of said
polyethylene coating to said base sheet;

such that the release liner 1s dimensionally stable and has
reduced hygroexpansion and improved lay-flat charac-
teristics.

2. A release liner according to claim 1, wherein said
coating of polyethylene covers a first and second side of said
base sheet.

3. The release liner according to claim 2, wherein the coat
welght of the polyethylene on said first side of the base sheet
1s the same as the coat weight of the polyethylene on said
second side of the base sheet.

4. The release liner according to claim 1, wherem the
release liner further comprises a layer of silicone on said
base sheet.

5. The release liner according to claim 1, wherein the
hydrophobic agent 1s a cationic rosin.

6. The release liner according to claim 1, wherein the
hydrophobic agent is a cationic rosin emulsion comprised of
1040% emulsified cationic rosin solids and 1-6% of a
water soluble salt of an alkylene-acrylic acid copolymer.

7. A method for forming a release liner comprising the
steps of:

sizing a base sheet comprised of a matrix of hygroreactive
cellulosic fibers with a hydrophobic agent;

drying said base sheet under conditions including pres-
sures from about 200 to about 300 psi1 and temperatures

from about 300 to 400° F.; and

extruding heated polyethylene on said base sheet without
an aqueous priming step prior to said extrusion with
polyethylene;
wherein said hydrophobic agent 1s rearranged by said
heated polyethylene and enhances bonding between
said polyethylene and said base sheet.
8. The method according to claim 7, wherein said hydro-
phobic agent 1s rearranged by vaporizing under increased
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temperatures from said heated polyethylene and diffusing
within said base sheet.

9. The method according to claim 7, wherein the release
liner 1s subsequently Cooled under pressure with a chill roll.

10. The method according to claim 7, wherein the release
liner 1s subsequently cured with silicone.

11. The method according to claim 7, wherein said base
sheet 1s s1ized with a hydrophobic agent at a ratio of at least
2’7 Ibs per ton of hydrophobe to base sheet.

12. The method according to claam 7, wherein the hydro-
phobic agent 1s a cationic rosin.

13. A release liner produced according to the method of
claim 7.

14. A release liner with improved lay-flat characteristics
comprising;:

s1zing a base sheet comprised of a matrix of hygroreactive

cellulosic fibers with a hydrophobic agent;

drying said base sheet under conditions including pres-
sures from about 200 to about 300 psi1 and temperatures

from about 300 to 400° F.; and

extruding heated polyethylene on said base sheet without
an aqueous priming step prior to said extrusion with
polyethylene;

wherein said hydrophobic agent is rearranged within said

base sheet by said heated polyethylene and enhances
bonding between said polyethylene and said base sheet.

15. The release liner according to claim 14, wherein said
hydrophobic agent 1s rearranged by vaporizing under
increased temperatures from said heated polyethylene and
diffusing within said base sheet.

16. The release liner according to claim 14, wherein the
release liner 1s subsequently cooled under pressure with a
chill roll.

17. The release liner according to claim 14, wherein the
release liner subsequently cured with silicone.

18. The release liner according to claim 14, wherein said
base sheet 1s sized with a hydrophobic agent at a ratio of at
least 27 Ibs per ton of hydrophobe to base sheet.

19. The release liner according to claim 14, wherein the
hydrophobic agent 1s a cationic rosin.

20. The release liner according to claim 14, wherein the
coat weight of the polyethylene on a first side of the base
sheet 1s the same as the coat weight on a second side of the
base sheet.
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