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METHOD OF CONVERTING A TRUCK
SLEEPER CAB TO A DAY CAB

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This 1s a continuation-m-part application of Petitioner’s
carlier application Ser. No. 10/026,034 filed Dec. 21, 2001,
entitled A METHOD OF CONVERTING A TRUCK HAV-
ING A RAISED ROOF SLEEPER CAB TO A MID-ROOF
CAB.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This mvention relates to a method of converting a truck
sleeper cab to a day cab. More particularly, the mmvention
relates to a method whereby a Kenworth Aero-Sleeper truck
cab having a sleeper cab 1ntegrally formed therewith may be
converted to a day cab by removing the sleeper cab from the
truck cab and replacing the same with a roof panel and a
back panel so that the modified truck cab 1s a day cab rather
than a raised roof sleeper cab. More particularly, the method

relates to converting Kenworth Aero-Sleeper Model Nos.
1600, T800 and W900 to day cabs.

2. Description of the Related Art

Many of the trucks which haul freight across the nation
include a sleeper cab integrally formed with the truck or
operator’s cab so that the driver may, at appropriate times,
sleep 1n the sleeper cab. The truck cabs which include
sleeper cabs or compartments are quite large and do serve a
very useful purpose while the truck 1s being used for long
hauls. However, the trucks having the truck sleeper cabs are
normally removed from long haul service after two or three
years due to the expiration of leases, large accumulated
mileage, etc. When the trucks having sleeper cabs are
removed from long haul service, and are being sold as a used
truck, an operator 1s hesitant to purchase the same for further
long haul use due to the normally high mileage thereon.
Further, if the trucks having sleeper cabs are to be used for
local routes, those trucks, due to the large cab size thereof,
are not well-suited for local use.

Used trucks of the type which are commonly referred to
as “day cabs,” that 1s, a truck cab without a sleeper
compartment, normally have a much larger resale value than
truck sleeper cabs because there 1s a shortage of day cabs.

In applicant’s earlier U.S. Pat. No. 6,178,612, a method 1s
described for converting a truck sleeper cab to a day cab. In
applicant’s co-pending application, a method 1s described
for converting a truck raised roof sleeper cab to a mid-root
cab. Although both of the above methods represent an
advance 1n the art, 1t 1s believed that the instant method
represents an improvement thercover primarily for the rea-
son that the instant method i1s directed to a method of
converting the Kenworth Aero-Sleeper Model Nos. T600,
T800 and W900 cabs to day cabs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The method of converting a truck sleeper cab such as
Kenworth Aero-Sleeper Model Nos. T600, T800 and W900
to a day cab is described which comprises the steps of: (1)
providing a frame-mounted truck cab having rearward and
forward ends and including a roof, opposite rear side edges
and a floor, the truck cap having a frame-mounted sleeper
cab secured thereto which includes an upper forward portion
which 1s complementary 1n shape to the rearward end of the
roof and opposite forward side edges which are comple-
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2

mentary 1n shape to the opposite rear sides edges of the truck
cab with the sleeper cab also mcluding a floor which
cooperates with the floor of the truck cab and wherein a
resilient boot member interconnects the upper forward por-
tion of the sleeper cab to the roof of the truck cab and
interconnects the opposite forward side edges of the sleeper
cab to the opposite rear side edges of the truck cab; (2)
cutting through the boot member so that the boot member
does not interconnect the sleeper cab with the truck cab; (3)
disconnecting the sleeper cab from the truck frame; (4)
removing the sleeper cab from the truck frame and the truck
cab thereby creating a first opening 1n the upper rearward
portion of the roof of the truck cab and creating a second
opening in the rearward end of the truck cab; (5) providing
a roof panel which 1s designed to close the first opening 1n
the roof of the truck cab; (6) securing the roof panel to the
roof of the truck cab to close the first opening; (7) providing
a back panel which 1s designed to close the second opening
in the rearward end of the truck cab; (8) securing the back
panel to the roof panel and to the opposite rear side edges of
the truck cab to close the second opening 1n the rearward end
of the truck cab; and (9) whereby the truck cab has the
appearance ol a day cab.

It 1s therefore a principal object of the invention to provide
a method of converting a truck sleeper cab to a day cab.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a method
of converting a truck sleeper cab to a day cab wherein the
resultant day cab closely resembles conventional day cabs.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a method
of converting a truck sleeper cab to a day cab wherein
fiberglass back and roof panels are used to close the open-
ings created 1n the back and roof of the cab created by the
removal of the sleeper cab.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a method

of converting a used truck sleeper cab such as Kenworth

Acro-Sleeper Model Nos. T600, T800 and W900 to a day
cab which enhances the value of the used truck.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a method
of converting a truck sleeper cab to a day cab so that the
resultant cab 1s more suited for local use.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a method
of converting a day cab which involves the use of back and
roof panels comprised of reinforced fiberglass material with

the back and roof panels having interior trim associated
therewith.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a method
of converting a truck sleeper cab to a day cab which 1is
readily accomplished.

These and other objects will be obvious to those skilled 1n
the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 15 a rear perspective view of the finished product
of this invention;

FIG. 2 1s a side view of a truck sleeper cab such as
Kenworth Aero-Sleeper Model Nos. T600, T800 and W900,;

FIG. 3 1s an exploded view illustrating the sleeper cab
removed from the truck cab and the back and roof panels
prior to installation;

FIG. 4 1s a front perspective view of the back panel and
roof panel which are used to convert truck sleeper cab to a
day cab;

FIG. 5 1s a rear perspective view of the truck cab after the
sleeper cab has been removed from the truck cab and a front
perspective view of the back panel and roof panel prior to
mstallation;




US 6,557,230 B1

3

FIG. 6 1s a partial rear perspective view of the converted
truck cab of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 1s a partial side elevational view of the converted
truck cab with portions cut away to more fully illustrate the
mmvention; and

FIG. 8 1s a partial front perspective view of the back panel
and the roof panel after mstallation.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In FIG. 2, the numeral 10 refers to a Kenworth Aero-
Sleeper truck of the raised roof truck sleeper cab type such
as Model Nos. T600, T800 and W900, including a sleeper

cab 12 which 1s secured to the rear and roof of the driver’s
cab 14.

Normally, the forward end of the cab 14 i1s hingedly or
pivotally connected to the frame of the truck with the
rearward end of the sleeper cab 12 being connected to the
frame by means of a conventional cab suspension assembly
designed to provide a quiet and more comfortable ride
within the cab 14 and the sleeper cab 12. For purposes of
description, the cab 14 will be described as including a roof
portion 16 having an arcuate rearward edge 18. Cab 14 also
includes opposite side walls 20 and 22 (not shown). The
upper forward end of the sleeper cab 12 1s complementary
in shape to the rearward edge 18 of roof 16. The sleeper cab
12 includes opposite side portions 24 and 26 (not shown)
which are complementary in shape to the rearward edges of
the opposite sides 20 and 22, respectively. Aresilient boot 28
comprised of rubber, elastomeric material or the like 1s glued
to the rearward side edges 20 and 22 and the rearward edge
18 of cab 14 so that the forward end of the boot member 28
1s firmly affixed thereto. The rearward ends of the boot
member 28 are glued to the forward ends of the side walls
24 and 26 and to the forward edge 30 of sleeper cab 12 so
that the boot member 28 firmly interconnects the sleeper cab
12 to the truck cab 14. As seen 1n FIG. 7, the rearward edge
18 1s arcuate 1n shape to form a trough to which the forward
cdge 30 of the sleeper cab 12 i1s normally connected in
addition to the boot member 28. Truck cab 14 also includes
a rearwardly extending floor 32 which 1s complementary to
the floor of the sleeper cab.

To convert the vehicle 10 a day cab, the sleeper cab 12
must first be removed. The boot 28 1s severed or cut through
so that the boot 28 does not interconnect the sleeper cab 12
to the truck cab 14. The sleeper cab 12 1s then disconnected
from the cab suspension assembly and the floor of the
sleeper cab 12 1s disconnected from the floor 32 of the truck
cab 14 1f the same are connected together. Sleeper cab 12 1s
then removed from the rearward end of the cab 14 which
creates a first opening 34 at the upper rearward end of the
roof 16 and which creates an opening 36 at the rearward end
of the cab 14, as secen 1n FIG. 3. The openings 34 and 36 are
closed by means of the roof panel and the back panel 40
which are preferably comprised of a reinforced fiberglass
material. As seen 1n FIG. 5, roof panel 38 includes a forward
edge 42 which 1s complementary 1n shape to the rearward
cdge 18 of truck cab 14. For purposes of description, roof
panel 38 will be described as including a top portion 44, side
portions 46 and 48 and a lower edge 50.

Back panel 40 comprises an upper end 52 and lower end
54. Panel 40 also includes forwardly extending side portions
56 and 58. Panel 40 1s provided with reinforcing members
60 molded thereto in conventional fashion. The numeral 62
refers to a molded-in center trim panel to improve the
interior appearance of the back panel 40. Back panel 40 also
has a forwardly extending floor portion 64 and a window 66.
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The roof panel 38 is secured to the roof of the truck cab
14 by positioning the forward edge 42 adjacent the rearward
cdge 18, as seen 1n FIG. 7. The forward edge 44 1s comple-
mentary 1n shape to the trough shape of the rearward edge
18. A watertight and airtight seal 1s provided between the
roof panel 38 and the truck cab 14. The forward end of the

roof panel 38 1s riveted or otherwise secured to the rearward
end of the truck cab 14, as illustrated in FIG. 7.

The roof panel 38 1s then secured to the truck cab 14.
Although 1t has been described as the roof panel 38 1s first
secured to the truck cab 14, it may sometimes be more
convenient to secure the back panel 40 to the truck cab 14
prior to securing the roof panel 38 to the truck cab. Rein-
forcing strips 68 are then positioned outwardly of the
overlapping portions of the forward ends of the sides of the
back panel 40 and the rearward sides of the truck cab 14 with
rivets or the like then being extended through the strip
member 68, back panel 40 and truck cab 14. The upper end
of the back panel 40 1s riveted or otherwise secured to the
lower edge of the roof panel 38, as seen 1n FIG. 6. When the
back panel 40 1s 1nstalled, the floor portion 64 of back panel
40 cooperates with the floor 32 of the truck cab 14. The rear
end of the cab 14 1s then connected to the frame, i1f not
already done so, by means of a conventional cab suspension
assembly. The interior of the day cab 1s trimmed as desired.

Thus, 1t can be seen that the invention accomplishes at
least all of 1ts stated objectives.

I claim:
1. The method of converting a truck sleeper cab to day
cab, comprising the steps of:

providing a frame-mounted truck cab having rearward
and forward ends and including a roof, opposite rear
side edges and a floor, the truck cab having a frame-
mounted sleeper cab secured thereto which includes an
upper forward portion which 1s complementary in
shape to the rearward end of said roof and opposite
forward side edges which are complementary i shape
to the opposite rear side edges of the truck cab; the
sleeper cab also imcluding a floor which cooperates
with the floor of the truck cab, said truck cab being
mounted on a truck frame; a resilient boot member
interconnecting the upper forward portion of the
sleeper cab to the roof of the truck cab and intercon-
necting the opposite forward side edges of the sleeper
cab to the opposite rear side edges of the truck cab;

cutting through the boot member so that the boot member
does not interconnect the sleeper cab with the truck
cab;

disconnecting the sleeper cab from the truck frame;

removing the sleeper cab from the truck frame and the
truck cab thereby creating a first opening in the upper
rearward portion of the roof of the truck cab and
creating a second opening 1n the rearward end of the
truck cab;

providing a roof panel which 1s designed to close the first
opening 1n the roof of the truck cab;

securing the roof panel to the roof of the truck cab to close
the first opening;

providing a back panel which 1s designed to close the
second opening in the rearward end of the truck cab;

securing the back panel to the roof panel and to the
opposite rear side edges of the truck cab to close the
second opening 1n the rearward end of the truck cab;

whereby the truck cab has the appearance of a day cab.
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2. The method of claim 1 wherein the back panel and the 6. The method of claim 4 wherein the roof panel has an
roof panel are comprised of a fiberglass material. inside surface with trim material provided thereon.

3. The method of claim 1 wheremn the back panel 1s
provided with a forwardly extending floor portion which 1s
adapted to cooperate with the floor of the truck cab.

4. The method of claim 2 wherein the back panel has an 8. The method of claim 2 wheremn the back panel has a
inside surface with a molded-in center trim panel. window provided therein.

5. The method of claim 2 wherein the roof panel has an
inside surface with trim material provided thereon. £k k% ok

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the back panel has a
window provided therein.
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