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1
BUTTON LATCH

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims benefit of co-pending provisional

U.S. Application Serial No. 60/254,176 filed Dec. 11, 2000
entitled “Button Latch”

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to unitary garment
accessories. More specifically, the present mvention con-
cerns a device utilized to enhance fastening the top button of
a shirt 1n a facile manner. The buttoned shirt presenting a
fashionable “dressy” appearance.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Advanced age, 1llness or injury causes many people to
lose normal flexibility 1n their fingers. This lack of flexibility
often makes fastening the top button of a dress shirt a
difficult 1f not impossible problem. An uncomplicated device
that would provide a sitmple and inexpensive solution to the
atoresaid problem would surely be a welcome addition to
the art. Additionally, the device should provide an assembled
collar arrangement which 1s neat in appearance.

The prior art 1s rife with devices for enhancing the
insertion of buttons into buttonholes. For example U.S. Pat.
Nos. Des. 27,252 (Hasket), Des. 31,433 (Clarkson) and Des.
33,159 (Yoder) show devices for opening buttonholes prior
to 1nsertion of the button. It should be noted that these
devices all require a fair amount of manual dexterity.

U.S. Pat. No. 141,484 (Brientnall) discloses a fastening
device for the out-of-fashion paper collar.

U.S. Pat. No. 1,074,905 (Smith) and 1,205,663 (Reid)
show button devices utilized on collar styles which were
fashionable 1n the decade from 1910-20. The button device

of the mstant patent could not be used with modern day shirt
collars.

A device for holding the ends of a soft collar 1n place 1s
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 1,343,096 (Speyer). The patent

does not disclose any structure to aid in fastening a shirt-
collar button.

The 1nvention disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 1,558,370
(Kelly) 1s drawn to a stud for a banded collar.

U.S. Pat. No. 2,060,643 (Steele) shows a device for

holding a buttons and buttonholes in matched relation, but in
an unbuttoned or partially buttoned state.

A device used to expand tight collars 1s disclosed 1n U.S.
Pat. No. 2,983,006 (Schafer). The device appears to require
at least the same amount of manipulation as required 1n a
normal collar-buttoning procedure.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,127,651 (Foose et al.) shows a device used
to fasten a suit or sport jacket. The size of the patented
device would prohibit its use on a shirt collar.

None of the above inventions and patents, taken either
singly or 1n combination, 1s seen to disclose a button latch

for a dress shirt as will subsequently be described and
claimed 1n the instant invention.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s drawn to a device to facilitate
fastening of the sometimes ditficult top button of shirt collars
especially collars of dress shirts. As indicated above, the
button latch of the 1nstant invention can be advantageously
utilized persons with limited manual dexterity to enable such
persons quickly and easily fasten (and unfasten) top shirt-
collar buttons.
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As presently contemplated, the button latch member
comprised a unitary structure one end of which 1s adapted to
be sewn to buttonhole placket at the top of the shirt. The
other end of the latch member 1s on attached to the shirt and
1s fashioned as a hook and 1s adapted to engage the shirt’s
top button. The design of the button latch makes fastening
and unfastening the top button considerably easier than
manipulating the button through the buttonhole, thus requir-
ing much less finger flexibility. A necktiec will adequately
conceal the button latch.

Accordingly, it 1s a principal object of the invention that
provide a device for facilitating the fastening and unfasten-
ing the top button of a dress shirt.

It 1s a further object to provide such device wherein a first
portion of the device 1s sewn to the shirt and a second portion
(having a button hole therein) is unattached from the shirt
until the button 1s 1nserted in the button hole.

It 1s another object of the invention to provide a device for
facilitating the fastening and unfastening of the top button of
dress shirt, which device requires a minimum amount of
manual dexterity.

It 1s a further object of the invention to provide a device
for facilitating the fastening and unfastening of the top
button of a dress shirt, which device 1s simplistic 1n design.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a device
for facilitating the fastening and unfastening of the top
button of a dress shirt, which device may be easily attached
to the dress shirt.

It 1s an object of the imvention to provide improved
clements and arrangements thercof 1n a device for the
purposes described which are inexpensive, dependable, and
fully effective mm accomplishing their intended purposes.

These and other objects of the present mvention will
become readily apparent upon further review of the follow-
ing specification and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s an environmental view of a button latch accord-
ing to the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a front view of a button latch according to the
present 1nvention.

Similar reference characters denote corresponding fea-
tures consistently throughout the attached drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Attention 1s first directed to FIG. 2 of the drawing wherein
the button latch of the present mmvention is generally 1ndi-
cated at 10. Latch 10 1s generally of rectangular configura-
tion having ends 10a, 10b, top 10c and bottom 10d. The
latch has a height of about 0.62 inches and a width or length
of about 1 inch. As presently contemplated, latch 10 1is
fabricated from a very thin plastic or metal stock. However,
it 1s obvious that other suitable materials may be utilized it
desired. The outside corners 12 of the latch are rounded so
that no sharp edges are presented. A section of the latch 1s
removed so as to form a hook portion 14. Hook 14 1s defined
by vertical edge 16, horizontal edge 18, curved edge 20 and
slanted edge 22. Slanted edge 22 1s rounded at 22a for
purposes as will be explained below. Vertical edge 16 1s
horizontally spaced approximately 0.49 inches from end
10a. Rounded edge 22a 1s horizontally spaced approxi-
mately 0.31 inches from end 10a. Curved edge 20 has a
radius of curvature of approximately 0.12 inches and 1is
vertically spaced about 0.31 inches from top edge 10c.
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Attention 1s now directed to FIG. 1 wherein the button
latch 1s shown 1n 1ts contemplated use. End 10b 1s attached
to the top buttonhole placket (not shown) of dress shirt S in
any convenient manner (sewing, gluing, etc.) at a seam 11
shown 1n dashed lines. To fasten the top of the shirt, 1t 1s
merely required that the wearer easily engage the hook
portion of the latch with top button 30. Slanted edge 22 and
rounded edge 22a will create an inclined plane effect to
make such engagement even ecasier. As indicated above,
when a necktie (not shown) is donned, the latch will be
hidden from view.

It 1s to be understood that the present invention 1s not
limited to the sole embodiment described above, but encom-
passes any and all embodiments within the scope of the
following claims.

I claim:

1. In combination a dress shirt and a device to facilitate
fastening of a top button of the shirt, said shirt comprising
a first front panel having a plurality of buttons attached
thereto and arranged 1n vertical alignment and a second front
panel provided with buttonholes corresponding said buttons,
said shirt further comprising a collar terminated at ends 1n
proximity to said top button and an area of cloth underneath
sald collar ends;

a thin, rectangular shaped member having a first end and
a second end,

a means defining a cut-out portion formed 1n said rect-
angular shaped member adjacent said first end, said
cut-out portion having a button hole therein;
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said means 1including a vertical oriented edge, a horizontal
oriented edge, a curved edge and a slanted edge, said
edges defining a guide to said button hole, and

means permanently attaching said second end of said
member to said second front panel adjacent to a said
collar end.
2. A device to facilitate fastening of the top button of a
dress shirt, said device comprising:

a thin, rectangular-shaped member having a first end and
a second end;

a means defining a cut-out portion formed 1n said
rectangular-shaped member adjacent said first end, said
cut-out portion having a button hole therein;

said means including a vertical oriented edge, a horizontal

oriented edge, a curved edge and a slanted edge, said
edges defining a guide to said button hole; and

a means fixedly attaching said second end to said shirt.

3. The device as defined in claim 2 wherein said means
fixedly attaching said second end comprises a sewn joint.

4. The device as defined 1n claim 2 wherein said means
fixedly attaching said second end comprises a glued joint.

5. A device as recited 1n claim 2, including a rounded
portion formed on said slanted edge.

6. A device as recited 1n claim §, wherein said device 1s
fabricated from a plastic material.

7. A device as recited 1 claim 5, wherein said device 1s
fabricated from a metallic material.
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