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reflective mirror member mounted within a frame that 1s
attached to the driver or passenger side of an automotive-
type vehicle. The frame has an outer edge member having a
serics of horizontally spaced apart markings that are visible
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VEHICLE SIDE VIEW MIRROR BLIND
SPOT ADJUSTMENT METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to an 1mprovement for a conven-
tional automotive vehicle side view mirror which will enable
the vehicle driver to quickly and accurately adjust the
vehicle mirror 1nto positions for either viewing a normal or
conventional reflection of the area at the side of the vehicle
or, optionally, viewing the side blind spot area which nor-
mally 1s not reflected 1n the conventional mirror setting.

Conventional side view mirrors that are mounted on either
the driver’s side or the passenger’s side of an automotive
type vehicle, such as an automobile, truck, or bus, generally
comprise a housing which supports and provides a frame
about a reflective mirror element. The mirror element or
member typically 1s mounted within the housing or frame
for angular adjustment around a horizontal axis or vertical
axis or both. The vehicle driver may manually, by grasping
or pushing the mirror member 1tself, turn 1t until 1t reflects
the area to the side of, and rearwardly of that side, of the
vehicle. Alternatively, 1n many vehicles, the adjustment of
the mirror element 1s made by the vehicle driver manually
moving or pushing a control button or lever which, 1n turn,
operates a motor driven mechanism that responsively moves
or turns the mirror into a driver desired angular position
relative to the horizontal and the wvertical. Either way,
whether the adjustment of the mirror 1s performed by hand
pressure applied directly upon the mirror member or by a
mirror moving mechanism which i1s hand controlled by the
driver, such manual adjustments typically are used to
arrange the mirror at an angle which reflects the area closely
adjacent the side of the vehicle.

In normal use, the side view mirror that 1s conventionally
located at the passenger side of the vehicle, 1s set by turning
the mirror so that a reflection of a portion of the vehicle side
1s visible to the driver while the reflection also shows the
arca which extends rearwardly and along the side of the
vehicle. This enables the driver to see vehicles that are at the
passenger side, but not in the blind spot. The conventional
setting may also enable the driver to see the adjacent road
edge or curb edge or the like for parking the vehicle.

The mirror located at the driver’s side of the vehicle
similarly 1s normally adjusted by the driver to reflect the side
of the vehicle and the area at the far rear and side of the
vehicle. In normal operation, the angularity of the mairror, 1s
set by the driver when the driver 1s seated within the vehicle
and then the mirror remains at that setting. The normal
purpose ol the permissible mirror adjustment 1s to enable
different drivers within a particular vehicle to arrange the
angle of the mirror to display the best rear and side view for
a particular driver.

In the normal or conventional use of side view mirrors,
the so called “blind spot”, which 1s an area generally at the
driver or passenger side of, and somewhat laterally spaced
from the side of, a vehicle, 1s normally not visible 1n the
reflection that appears on the mirror when the mirror angu-
larity 1s conventionally set. Therefore, there are accidents
and near accidents that occur because a driver, relying upon
the side view mirrors and, 1n addition, to the rear view mirror
which 1s within the vehicle, 1s unable to see 1in the mirrors
a following vehicle which 1s located in the vehicle blind
spot. In such conditions as changing lanes, or turning across
a lane, an unseen vehicle that 1s located 1n a blind spot 1s the
cause of numerous accidents or near accidents.
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Further, the angular adjustment of a side view mirror 1s
normally a matter of trial and error. That 1s, a driver when
sitting 1n the driver’s seat behind the steering wheel, must
look at the side view mirrors on either side of the vehicle and
adjust the angle for that particular driver’s best view of the
rear and side of the vehicle. Various attempts have been
made to assist the driver in initially setting the particular
angle of the side view mirror which 1s most comfortable and
practical for that particular driver and later resetting the
angle whenever the mirror angle has been changed.
Examples of devices provided for the purpose of enabling a
driver to re-set the mirror angle at a pre-selected or pre-
determined position are 1llustrated and described in U.S. Pat.

No. 4,989,966 1ssued Feb. 5, 1991 to Kim for an “Adjustable
Vehicle Side View Mirror” and U.S. Pat. No. 5,500,773
1ssued Mar. 19, 1996 to Easter for a “Vehicle Mirror Align-
ment Device”. The first patent provides a flexible frame
around the mirror member that grasps the mirror edges and
clamps the mirror which may be set at markings located
within the frame. Constriction of the frame around the
mirror member 1s provided by a locking or adjustment
mechanism which either tightens the frame around the
mirror to maintain its desired angular position or,
alternatively, 1s loosened to allow the mirror to be angularly
adjusted. In the second patent mentioned above, a sighting,
or aiming device 1s applied upon the mirror, somewhat like
a gun sight, which enables the driver to set the angle of the
mirror by looking through the aiming device. In both of
these patented devices, once the mirror 1s pre-set for con-
ventional viewing, it remains that way for a particular driver
until the mirror 1s reset by a different driver who wants a
different angular viewing position. Then the mirror may
again be re-set by the first driver.

In the patent to Thomas, U.S. Pat. No. 1,879,592 of Sep.

2’7, 1932, an 1nterior or rear view vehicle mirror 1s provided
with distance indicator markings. The driver may form
markings on the mirror surtace which visually correspond to
objects located at varying distances behind the vehicle. In
addition, a gage 1s provided for enabling a driver to angle the
interior mirror to predetermined positions by aligning an
cdge of the mirror with the markings. This structure 1is
designed for pre-setting the mirror and maintaining 1t 1in a
fixed position for a particular driver who will then rely upon
the markings formed on the mirror to estimate the distance
of a following vehicle behind the driver’s vehicle.

Attempts have been made to provide mechanisms by
which a mirror may be adjusted, in some cases
automatically, to view not merely the normal or conven-
tional area behind the vehicle but also side areas which
would include the blind spot area. An example of such a
mechanism 18 1llustrated in U.S. Pat. No. 5,914,824 1ssued
Jun. 22, 1999 to Valentino for a “Rear View Mirror Appa-
ratus And Method For Vehicle Lane Changing”. This 1llus-
frates an automatic system for adjusting the angle of the
mirror temporarily when the vehicle, such as a large truck,
turns. Thus, the driver 1s provided with an 1image of the blind
spot or area along the side of the truck as 1t makes a wide
turn. The present applicant’s previously filed patent

application, U.S. Ser. No. 09/294,579 filed Apr. 20, 1999,
now U.S. Pat. No. 6,193,380 1ssued Feb. 27, 2001, similarly
focuses on an automatic system for temporarily viewing a
reflection of the blind spot area, when a following vehicle
enters the blind spot area of a leading vehicle.

Another example 1s disclosed 1n U.S. Pat. No. 5,097,362

issued Mar. 17, 1992 to Lynas for a mechanism for auto-
matically changing the position of the mirror 1n response to
the activation of the vehicle’s turn indicator. But, this system
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1s meflective for viewing a vehicle’s blind spot when the
driver wishes to determine whether a vehicle 1s located 1n the

blind spot during normal driving conditions.

The various devices contemplated for enabling a driver to
temporarily view a blind spot area are relatively complex
and contemplate changing or replacing the presently avail-
able side view mirror mechanisms or devices used on
vehicles. The present invention contemplates providing an
add-on device which can be utilized on pre-existing mirror
constructions, whether those that are adjustable by direct
hand pressure or by a hand controlled mechanism, to ini-
fially reflect a pre-determined side view area convenient to
a particular driver and when desired, to temporarily view the
blind spot area relative to the vehicle. The improvement may
also be used reversely, that 1s, to normally view the blind
spot area and temporarily view the conventionally viewed
arcas at either the driver’s side or the passenger’s side of the
vehicle. Thus, little 1f any change 1s required for adopting the
normal or conventionally available side view mirror to
achieve these results.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

This invention contemplates modifying a conventional
vehicle side view mirror, which has a reflective mirror
member positioned within a frame. The frame may be part
of a housing that 1s mounted on the side of a vehicle. A series
of horizontally spaced apart indicium or markings are
formed upon the vertical portion of the frame which 1s most
remote from the vehicle and which is visible to the driver.
These markings form indicia in which the individual mark-
ings are spaced apart horizontally. The vertical edge portion
of the mirror element, which 1s adjacent the frame portion,
1s arranged 1nto alignment with one or another of the
individual 1indicium. Since the mirror member can be angu-
larly adjusted by the driver, either by directly manually
moving 1t or by moving it manually through the use of a
conventional hand operated control that operates a moving
mechanism, as 1s common 1n many vehicles today, the
vertical edge of the mirror can be aligned with one or
another of the marks. Thus, alignment with one of the marks
that 1s more to the rearward relative to the vehicle can be
used to appropriately align the mirror edge to reflect the
conventionally viewed rear and side area relative to the
vehicle. However, angularly moving the edge of the mirror
member 1nto alignment 1nto one of the more forward mark-
ings causes the mirror to reflect the blind spot arca along the
side of the vehicle. Consequently, 1n that position the pres-
ence of any following vehicles located 1n the blind spot
would be visible to the driver.

The driver, upon entering the vehicle, may initially pre-set
the mirror angle, 1f 1t 1s not already pre-set, to reflect either
the conventional rear-side view or the blind spot view.
Preferably, where the driver has an unobstructed rear view
on the conventional 1nterior rear view mirror that 1s normally
located at the upper portion of the vehicle windshield 1n
front of the. driver, as 1s common 1n most vehicles, the driver
could set the side view mirrors to normally view the blind
spots on either side of the vehicle. In that case, the driver
may only use the interior rear view mirror to see the rear of
the vehicle and simultaneously use the side view mirrors to
see the blind spots. When desired the driver may reset the
side view mirrors, by turning them into alignment with the
particular mark or indicium that the driver had pre-selected.

An object of this ivention i1s to provide a simple,
Inexpensive, system by which a vehicle driver may tempo-
rarily adjust the side view mirrors of a vehicle for viewing,
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cither the blind spot area or the conventional side view area
of the vehicle, without any substantial modification of the
miIrror structure.

Another object of this invention 1s to provide a means by
which the driver of a vehicle may normally, if desired, view
the blind spot areas of a vehicle, while relying upon the.inner
or 1nterior mirror to view the rear of the vehicle, and to
preset the mirror into the best viewing position for the
particular driver for blind spot viewing or alternatively for
normal side viewing.

Still another object of this invention 1s to provide a
simplified modification which 1inexpensively provides a sys-
tem by which a driver of a vehicle may accurately and
quickly reset the driver’s or passenger’s side view mirrors
by simply adjusting the angularity of the mirror, within its
frame, to visually alien an edge of the mirror with a
pre-selected visible marking applied upon the mirror frame.

These and other objects and advantages of this invention
will become apparent from the detailed description, of
which the attached drawings form a part.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will become more fully understood
from the detailed description and the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a plan view of a leading,
automobile with following vehicles located on opposite
sides thereof and schematically showing the normally
viewed areas along the sides and rear of the vehicle whose
visible reflections are produced by the conventional settings
of the side view mirrors and the interior rear view mirror.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic view similar to FIG. 1, but illustrates
the side view mirrors angularly adjusted so as to provide an
image of the following vehicles that are located 1n the blinds
spots on the opposite sides of the subject vehicle.

FIG. 3 1s a schematic view of a conventional mirror
housing with a mirror member arranged within the frame of
the housing and showing the relationship between the mirror
member and the indicia formed on the frame.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic, cross-sectional view taken 1n the
direction of arrows 4—4 FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 1s a schematic, partially cross-section view 1llus-
trating the mirror member positioned within its frame.

FIG. 6 1s a schematic view 1illustrating the turning move-
ment of the mirror member relative to the frame indicia and
with arrows schematically indicating the reflection and
viewing of the mirror surface.

FIG. 7 1s a schematic view showing the mirror edge
aligned with a forwardly located indicium which results 1n
reflecting the blind spot to the driver.

FIG. 8 1s a schematic view, similar to FIG. 7, but with the
mirror edge aligned with a more rearwardly located indi-
cium to reflect a conventional driver.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description of a preferred embodiment 1s
merely exemplary 1n nature and 1s not intended to limait the
invention, 1ts application, or uses.

FIG. 1 schematically 1llustrates a conventional automo-
tive vehicle, such as a passenger automobile 10, having an
interior or mside rear view mirror 11 and side view mirrors
12 and 13 fastened to the vehicle driver’s and passenger’s
sides. A driver 14 1s schematically shown within the vehicle
in the approximately normal driving position.
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The shaded portion 15 generally 1llustrates the location of
the rear view area that 1s reflected by the interior rear view
mirror 11 so as to be visible to the driver seated within the
vehicle. Similarly, the shaded areas 16 and 17 schematically
illustrate the conventional side view areas retlected to the
driver by the mirrors 12 and 13 respectively. These side view
arcas typically include a portion of the respective sides of the
vehicle as well as extending a considerable distance to the
rear of the vehicle.

For 1llustration purposes, a vehicle 20 1s arranged as a
following vehicle 1n the blind spot of the vehicle 10, that 1s
the area which 1s to the rear and to the side, such as in the
next lane, relative to the vehicle 10. The following vehicle
20 normally would not be visible to the driver 14 1n either
the side view mirror 12 or the rear view mirror 11. Similarly,
a following vehicle 21 1s schematically shown in the blind
spot area on the passenger side of the vehicle. Stmilarly, the
vehicle 21 would not ordinarily be visible to the driver 14,
even though 1t 1s relatively close to the vehicle 10. The
presence of the momentarily 1invisible following vehicles 20
and 21 1n the blind spots of the vehicle 10 creates the
problem, mentioned above. That 1s, the driver 14 of vehicle
10 may veer into either of the lanes adjacent the sides of the
vehicle or may make a turn without being aware of the
presence of the following vehicles. That could result in an
accident or a near accident if the drivers in the following
vehicles are not sufficiently alert to apply their brakes or to
swerve to avoid an accident. Thus, 1t would be highly
desirable to enable the driver 14 to see the following
vehicles that are located 1n the blind spot either at all times
when normally driving or at least temporarily, as desired.

FIG. 2 1llustrates the adjustment of the side view mirrors
so as to reflect the vehicles 20 and 21 within their blind spot
viewing arcas 24 and 25. Since the driver would normally
have the rear view mirror 11 available, assuming that the
view to the rear, as reflected by a mirror 11, 1s not blocked
by a towed trailer or other towed vehicle or by some portion
of the vehicle 10, the driver may rely upon the blind spot
settings of either the driver’s side mirror 12 or the passen-
oer’s side mirror 13 to alert the driver to a following vehicle
that might be 1n a position to cause an accident. Thus, the
driver may set the two side view mirrors to normally view
the blind spot areas and rely upon the rear view mirror 11
solely for a direct rear, view. Conversely, the driver may
choose to set the side view mirrors for conventional viewing
and then, when desired reset the mirrors for blind spot
viewing.

As mentioned, the mirror construction 1s preferably con-
ventional and may vary considerably 1n 1ts structural design
or shape or appearance. Thus, a conventional mirror housing
30, which 1s schematically 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3, 1s provided
with a portion 31 formed for fixed attachment to the side of
the vehicle. There are numerous attachments used with
conventional side view mirrors. Thus, particular attachment
or housing structure 1s immaterial to the present invention.
However, the housing may include an integral frame portion
32 within which the mirror member 33 1s positioned. The
frame may be an integral part of the housing or a separate
frame with a suitable backing may form a combined housing
and frame. All these are conventionally available.

The frame portion of the housing, or an i1ndependent
frame, as the case may be, 1s provided with a vertical outer
cdge member 34, an 1nner edge portion 35, a lower edge
member 36 and an upper edge member 37. The outer edge
member 34 of the frame 1s the roughly vertical portion of the
frame, although the precise shape of that portion i1s not
material. For example 1t may be curved or rounded. The
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outer edge member preferably 1s the frame portion that 1s
most remote from the side of the vehicle and which 1s
visible-to the driver of the vehicle.

The mirror member 33 1s arranged within the frame and
has an exposed mirror surface 40 which reflects a visual
image of the area to the side and behind the vehicle. The
mirror 33 1s conventionally mounted within the frame or
housing by a mechanism or member which permits angular
adjustment, usually both wvertically and horizontally.

Schematically, a pivot 41 1s illustrated 1n FIG. 4 to symbol-
1ze the vertical axis of the adjustment device of the mirror.
The particular device or mounting mechanism which
enables the turning or movement of the mirror varies
depending upon the particular mirror construction. That
mechanism or device forms no part of the present invention.
However, as 1s schematically shown, the adjustment or
turning of the mirror relative to a vertical axis, symbolized
by the symbolic pivot 41 1s relied upon for adjustment of the
mirror 1n the manner disclosed herein. Thus, the pivot axis
1s symbolically illustrated by the dotted line 41 in FIG. 5 and
the point or top view of line 41 marked 1n FIG. 4.

The mirror outer edge portion 42 which normally has a
ogenerally vertical portion 1s arranged relatively close to the
frame outer edge member 34. Indicia 43, formed of a series
of horizontally spaced apart individual markings or indicium
(see FIG. 5) are arranged on the frame portion 34. The
indicia are so arranged as to be visible to the driver within
the vehicle. A corresponding mark or arrow 45 or similar
such mark may be provided on the mirror surface 40 to
enable easier visual alignment with the mirror edge 42 and
one or another of the mmdictum 43. Preferably a series of
numbers or letters are placed upon the frame members 34
adjacent to the individual marks or 1n place of individual
marks so as to provide clearly visible alignment positions.

Typically, the individual markings or indicium provide
two groups, the first being a group of markings that are
nearer to the forward direction of the vehicle and the second
being the markings that are nearer to the rear direction of the
vehicle. Thus, as indicated schematically in FIG. 6, when the
mirror edge 42 1s aligned with one of the indicium 43, the
mirror reflective surface 40, depending upon which indicium
1s selected, will either reflect the conventional rear view
arca, for example the area 16 shown in FIG. 1, or the blind
spot area, for example, area 24 shown in FIG. 2. As
schematically shown m FIGS. 6 and 8, the incident or
incoming light rays 46 and the reflectied rays 46a (which the
driver views in the mirror 40) cause the conventional side
view display 16 that 1s seen by the driver’s eye 49. The edge
42 of the mirror 1s aligned with one of the rearward, e.g.
lower, numbers. FIGS. 6 and 7 schematically illustrate the
mirror edge 42 aligned with a forward, e.g. higher number,
mark wherein the incident (i.e. incoming) rays 47 and the
reflective rays 47a display a blind spot image to the driver’s
cye 49.

The markings or indicia may be applied upon the mirror
frame when the mirror 1s manufactured or may be separately
painted or applied thereon. Thus, for application to an
already installed vehicle mirror, the indicia 43 may be hand
scratched or hand painted upon the frame portion 34.
Alternatively, the markings may be imprinted upon a tape or
adhesive backed sheet such as a paper or plastic sheet, which
can be adhered to the mirror frame, to provide the necessary
marks for guiding the driver in setting the mirror edge
relative to the particular markings desired. In this manner,
after the driver initially determines which markings give the
driver the best views for blind spot and conventional arca
viewlings, at later times the driver may quickly set the mirror
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to those marks upon entering the vehicle or when driving.
Also, a different driver may easily reset the mirror angles as
desired for that driver’s viewing.

To 1mstruct the drivers about the how to make the blind
spot angle adjustment, a short message 50 may be etched
upon the mirror member, for example, on the driver’s side
mirror. Alternatively, a suitable message may be imprinted
directly upon, or upon a card or tape that 1s adhered to, the
portion of the vehicle in front of the driver, such as upon the
center of the steering wheel or upon the conventional sun
VISOL.

This mvention may be further developed within the scope
of the following claims. Therefore, it 1s desired that the
description herein be merely descriptive of an operative or
preferred embodiment of this invention and not 1n a strictly
limiting sense.

Having fully described at least one preferred embodiment
of this invention; I now claim:

1. A vehicle side mirror that instructs drivers how to
angularly adjust said mirror between predetermined angular
positions for reflecting rearward views of an area close to the
side of a vehicle as 1s conventional or alternatively, a blind
spot area laterally spaced from the side of a vehicle, com-
Prising;:

a mirror frame having an attachment portion for fixed

attachment to a side of a vehicle;

said mirror frame 1ncluding an outer side member having
a substantially vertically arranged portion that 1s view-
able by a vehicle driver within the vehicle;

visible spaced apart markings formed on said outer side
member portion, with the markings being spaced apart
horizontally relative to each other;

a mirror member moveably mounted within the frame and
being angularly adjustable about a vertical axis;

an 1nstructive message formed upon the mirror member
that 1s viewable by a vehicle driver within the vehicle;

said mirror member having an outer edge located closely
adjacent to, and 1n vertical alignment with, said outer
side member portion;

said mirror outer edge being moveable 1n generally for-
ward and rearward horizontal directions, relative to the
vehicle upon which the frame 1s attached, into visible
alignment with one of said markings;

said markings being so located that visual alignment of
the mirror edge with a forward marking reflects, to the
vehicle driver, the blind spot area laterally spaced from
the side of the vehicle, and visual alignment of the
mirror edge with a rear marking reflects an area close
to the side of the vehicle as 1s conventional;

and said instructive message providing guidance to said
driver for quickly adjusting said mirror outer edge
relative to said markings to adjust said mirror member
between views of said conventional and said blind spot
rearview areas.

2. A vehicle side view mirror as defined in claim 1 and
saild markings being formed of a series of horizontally
spaced apart indicium, whereby the driver of the vehicle
may adjust the angle of the mirror member for visually
aligning the mirror member outer edge with a selected

marking indicium for temporarily pre-setting the side arca
which the drive wishes to view 1n the mirror.

3. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1n claim 2, and
including numerical designations formed at each indicium to
visually identify each indicium for rapidly adjusting the
mirror angle.
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4. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1n claim 3, and
including a mark formed at the edge of said mirror member
for indicating the particular marking on the frame member
with which the mirror edge 1s temporarily aligned.

5. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1n claim 2, and
including said mirror edge having a portion which 1s sub-
stantially vertical for vertical alignment with the adjacent
portion of the outer side member.

6. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1n claim 2, and
including said mirror bemng manually adjustable by the
vehicle driver for angularly moving for aligning the mirror
member outer edge portion 1nto alignment with any one of
the marking indicia.

7. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1n claim 6, and
said frame being formed within, and being a part of, a
housing having a portion formed for fixed attachment to a
driver or passenger side of an automotive type vehicle for
enabling the vehicle driver, while seated within the vehicle,
to visually observe the area reflected by the mirror member,
the markings on the frame, the instructive message upon the
mirror member and the alignment of the mirror outer edge
with any one of the driver selected markings.

8. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1 claim 1,
wherein the visible spaced apart markings are formed on
said outer side member portion by being imprinted upon a
sheet which 1s adhered to the mirror frame.

9. In a vehicle side view mirror having a frame for
attachment to the side of a vehicle and a reflective mirror
member mounted within the frame and being pivotally
adjustable about a substantially vertical axis relative to the
frame, and the frame having a substantially vertically
arranged outer frame side member located closely adjacent
an outer substantially vertical edge portion of the mirror
member, the 1mprovement comprising:

indicia, in the form of spaced apart markings, formed
upon said frame outer side member adjacent said mirror
member side edge;

an instructive message formed upon the mirror member
that 1s viewable by a vehicle driver within the vehicle;

said mirror member being pivotally moveable so that the
mirror side edge 1s arranged 1n alignment with selected
indicium to thereby angle the mirror relative to the
frame so as to change the area reflected by the mirror
and viewed by the vehicle driver;

with at least one of the indicia being located to position
the mirror member for reflecting a conventional rear
view of the area that 1s closely adjacent the vehicle side
upon which the mirror frame 1s attached while at least
another mdictum 1s located to position the mirror

member for reflecting a blind spot laterally spaced from
the side of the vehicle;

and with said instructive message providing guidance to
said driver for quickly adjusting said mirror member
relative to said indicia for alternately reflecting said
conventional rear view and said blind spot areas.

10. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1n claim 9, and
including said mirror member being manually adjustable by
the vehicle driver for aligning the mirror member outer edge
portion with a pre-selected indictum for thereby changing
the area viewed by the driver.

11. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1n claim 9, and
said 1ndicia being formed as a series of horizontally spaced
apart separate indicium, whereby the driver of the vehicle
may adjust the angle of the mirror member relative to the
vertical for visually aligning the mirror member outer edge
with a selected mdictum for temporarily selecting the side
arca which the driver will view 1n the mirror member.
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12. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1n claim 11, and
sald frame being formed within a housing having an attach-
ment portion for fixedly securing the housing upon the
driver or passenger side of an automotive type vehicle for
enabling the vehicle driver to visually observe the arca
reflected by the mirror member and to visually observe the
indicia and the alignment of the mirror outer edge with any
one of the drivers selected mndicium.

13. A vehicle side view mirror as defined 1in claim 9,
wherein the 1ndicia, 1n the form of spaced apart markings,
arec formed on said frame outer side member by being
imprinted upon a sheet which 1s adhered to the frame.

14. A method for instructing drivers how to quickly adjust
a vehicle side view mirror for enabling the vehicle driver to
optionally view either the rearward blind spot area laterally
spaced from the side of the vehicle or alternatively, the
conventionally viewed rearward area that 1s generally close
to the side of the vehicle, comprising the steps of:

providing a side view reflective mirror member;

moveably mounting the mirror member within a frame
which 1s formed for fixed attachment to the side of, and
outside of, a vehicle, so that the mirror member may be
angularly turned about a substantially vertical axis;

positioning the outer edge of the mirror member, that 1s,
the mirror edge that 1s most remote from the vehicle
side, adjacent a vertically arranged portion of the frame
which 1s remote from the side of the vehicle and visible
to the driver within the vehicle;

providing indicia formed of horizontally spaced apart
marks upon said frame portion;

providing an instructive message formed upon the mirror
member that 1s visible to the driver within the vehicle
which provides guidance to the driver for quickly
adjusting said mirror member relative to said indicia for
alternately reflecting said conventional and said blind
Spot areas;
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turning the mirror member as directed by said instructive
message so that 1ts outer edge 1s 1n visible alignment
with one of said marks for selectively, temporarily
reflecting a visual image to the driver of either the
conventional or blind spot areas.
15. A method as defined 1n claam 14, and including
forming said indicia 1in a series of multiple, horizontally
spaced apart marks provided upon said frame portion;

locating at least some of the marks, when the mirror edge
1s aligned with one of those marks, to reflect a corre-
sponding conventional or blind spot area viewable
reflection 1n order to selectively accommodate a par-
ticular vehicle driver in viewing a desired conventional
or blind spot area at the side of the vehicle.

16. A method as defined mm claim 15 and including
forming such marks with a series of visible numerals and
aligning the mirror edge with pre-selected numerically des-
ignated marks for obtaining selected reflections.

17. A method as defined 1n claam 14, and including
forming a series of indicium arranged as horizontally spaced
apart distances from each other, on said frame portion;

pre-locating some of the indicium for positioning the
mirror edge when aligned therewith, to reflect a corre-
sponding 1mage of a portion of the area to the rear and
side of the Vehicle to enable the vehicle driver to
pre-select and temporarily view a portion of the area to
the side and rear of the vehicle by turning the mairror
and setting 1ts outer edge 1n alignment with one of the
indicium.

18. A method as defined 1n claim 14, wherein the 1indicia
formed of horizontally spaced apart marks, are formed on
said frame portion by being imprinted upon a sheet which 1is
adhered to the frame.
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