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ABSTRACT

A control system and calibration method are provided for a
vehicle drive line having an automated master Iriction
clutch. The control system utilizes engine torque data sup-
plied by a serial communication data link to 1dentify a clutch
control parameter value corresponding to an urge-to-move
position of the clutch. The clutch control parameter value
identified by the calibration method 1s stored and utilized by
the control system to control the engagement position of the
automated clutch 1in an “urge to move” mode of operation.
The 1nventive calibration method can be utilized across
multiple vehicle platforms having different engine, clutch
and transmission system components.

27 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
CLUTCH CALIBRATION AND CONTROL

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present 1mnvention relates to controls for vehicular
master clutches, preferably wet friction clutches, utilized 1n
partially or fully automated mechanical transmission sys-
tems. In particular, the present imvention relates to an
urge-to-move point calibration method/system utilizing an
clectronic data link.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Partially and fully automated vehicular mechanical trans-
mission systems utilizing automated friction master clutches
are known 1n the art. These systems are typically employed
in a vehicle that includes an engine, a multi-speed transmis-
sion having an input shaft brake and at least one traction
wheel connected to an output of the transmission. At engine
idle speeds with the transmission engaged 1 a low ratio,
such as first gear, 1t 1s desirable that the engine generate at
the flywheel a small amount of torque sufficient to cause
slow or creeping movement of the vehicle if the vehicle
brakes are not applied. This mode of operation 1s analogous
to conditions experienced by drivers of passenger automo-
biles equipped with torque converter-type transmissions.
The advantages of this “urge-to-move” feature 1n an auto-
matic friction master clutch control 1s that the vehicle will
feel and act like a familiar passenger car equipped with an
automatic transmission, the vehicle may be maneuvered at
slow speeds using the brake pedal only, and vehicle launches
will be quicker with less lurch. The amount of flywheel or
output torque generated by an engine at idle speed, and
transferable by a clutch 1n the “urge-to-move” engagement
condition, should be sufficient to allow creeping if the brakes
are not applied but small enough to allow the clutch to
dissipate the heat energy developed when the clutch 1is
slipped due to application of the vehicle brakes.

A key feature of known automated friction clutch controls
1s their ability to sense and control engine flywheel torque
utilizing an electronically controlled engine connected to a
serial communication data link, such as a data link conform-
ing to SAE J1939, and to control the engaged position of a
master friction clutch. To improve the controllability and
response of prior art master clutch control systems, it 1s
known to determine a clutch control parameter, such as a
pulse width modulation (PWM) signal, which corresponds
to a clutch touch point position, 1.¢. the point of initial clutch
engagement. However, conventional friction clutch control
systems are not necessarily configured to determine a clutch
control parameter corresponding to the urge-to-move posi-
tion of the clutch. Moreover, conventional friction clutch
control systems for determining the touch point position are
typically designed for a speciiic vehicle platform rendering
the control system 1nflexible and uneconomical for inclusion
in other vehicle platforms having different engine, clutch
and transmission system components.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an innovative calibration
system/method for an automated master friction clutch, such
as a wet friction clutch, which utilizes information available
on serial communication data links, such as data links
conforming to the SAE J1939, to determine the value of a
clutch control parameter corresponding to the urge-to-move
position of the master friction clutch.

The mnventive control system includes an electronic con-
trol unit (ECU) that receives torque information from an
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engine via a serial communication data link and processes
the same according to control logic. The ECU communicates
with a clutch controller, which 1s configured to control the
engagement of the clutch.

The clutch operating parameter value corresponding to
the clutch urge-to-move position 1s determined by a cali-
bration routine that 1s executed according to a pre-
determined schedule. Upon determination that the vehicle
conditions are safe to begin calibration, the control system
determines an approximation of the clutch control parameter
value by engaging the clutch until a maximum loaded engine
torque sensed during the engagement of the clutch minus an
unloaded engine torque exceeds an urge-to-move reference
torque. Due to the limited system response, the initial
engagement of the clutch will likely yield an approximation
of the clutch control parameter value higher than the actual
control parameter value (clutch over-engaged). The clutch is
then returned to the fully disengaged position and a more
detailed search 1s commenced. The detailed search 1s char-
acterized by re-applying the clutch in at least one pulse,
where the pulse comprises applying the clutch to a position
corresponding to a clutch control parameter value, pausing
a predetermined time to allow the engine and clutch to
stabilize, and then releasing the clutch. The cycle of apply-
ing and releasing the clutch i1s continued until a more
accurate control parameter value 1s determined. The control
system then verifies the accuracy of the control parameter
value and stores this value 1 computer memory.

In order to account for inaccuracies In engine torque
reporting, the control system subtracts a predetermined
oifset constant from the verified control parameter value to
arrive at a control parameter value that corresponds to the
urge-to-move position of the clutch actuator. In most cases
the urge-to-move control parameter value 1s already estab-
lished from previous operation of the vehicle and stored in
computer memory. Due to factors such as clutch wear and
temperature changes, the urge-to-move control parameter
value can change, and therefore 1s updated each calibration.
The new urge-to-move control parameter value may be used
as the updated urge-to-move control parameter value, or a
blend of the stored and the new values may be used to
determine the updated urge-to-move control parameter
value.

The calibration system/method advantageously compen-
sates for variations 1n system components across multiple
vehicle platforms to determine a clutch control parameter
value corresponding to the urge-to-move position of the
clutch. Various additional aspects and advantages of this
invention will become apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiment, when read 1n light of the accompanying draw-
Ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features and 1nventive aspects of the present mmven-
tion will become more apparent upon reading the following
detailed description, claims, and drawings, of which the
following 1s a brief description:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic 1llustration of a vehicular automated
mechanical transmission system advantageously utilizing
the control method/system of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic 1llustration of a pressurized fluid-
actuated control mechanism for controlling the engaged
condition of a vehicular master clutch.

FIG. 3 1s a partial sectional view of a vehicular wet master
friction clutch of the type utilized in the system of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 4 1s a schematic 1llustration of the inventive control
system.

FIGS. SA, 5B and 5C are flow charts illustrating the
inventive control logic.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

A typical vehicular automated mechanical transmission
system 10 advantageously utilizing the master clutch control
of the present 1nvention 1s schematically. 1llustrated in FIG.
1. System 10 includes a fuel-controlled engine 12, a wet
master friction clutch 14 and a multiple-speed mechanical
transmission 16. Engine 12 1s typically a diesel or gasoline
engine and has an output member or crank shaft 18 that
drives friction discs 14A of clutch 14, which are interdigi-
tated with friction discs 14B that are rotationally fixed to
input shaft 20 of transmission 16. Transmission 16 may be
of the simple or compound type, having an output shaft 22,
which drives a drive shaft 24 connected to the input 26 of a
vehicle drive axle mechanism 27.

An engine controller 28, which 1s preferably electroni-
cally and microprocessor-controlled, 1s provided for con-
trolling fuel delivery to the engine and for providing output
information to an electronic data link DL, preferably con-
forming to the industry standard SAE J1939 or a comparable
protocol. A data link, conforming to the SAE J1939 protocol
or a comparable protocol, transmits 1information by which
engine output torque (also called “flywheel torque”) may be
read or determined. By utilizing this information and engine
control capability, the master clutch 14 may be controlled to
provide enhanced system performance. A sensor 33 1s pret-
erably provided for sensing throttle 33A position and pro-
viding a signal THL to engine controller 28 indicative
thereof. However, 1t 1s recognized that throttle position
information also may be obtained from the data link.

A microprocessor-based electronic control unit 34 (ECU)
1s provided for receiving 1nput signals 36 and processing the
same according to control logic to generate command output
signals 38. The ECU 34 may be separate or integral with the
engine controller 28. Although not shown 1in FIG. 1, ECU 34
may be of general construction having a central processing
unit (CPU), various co-processors, a read only memory
(ROM), a random access memory (RAM), an input for
selectively recerving engine torque data via a data link, an
output for selectively transmitting command output signals
38, and a bidirectional bus interconnecting the components.

Clutch 14 1s defined as a “wet clutch,” as the friction
members thereof, 14A and 14B, are exposed to liquid, such
as Dextron 111, for heat transter and/or lubrication purposes.
In the illustrated embodiment, the clutch pack 14C 1s con-
tained within a housing 14D, which 1s connected to source
conduit 14E and an exhaust conduit 14F. While a forced
coolant system 1s illustrated, the present imnvention also 1s
applicable to wet clutches wherein the friction members are
in a relatively static sump or the like. While the illustrated
preferred embodiment utilizes a multi-disc wet clutch 14,
the present mvention also 1s applicable to single-disc wet
clutches and/or dry clutches.

A fluid pressure-operated clutch actuator assembly 30 1s
schematically illustrated 1n FIG. 2. A clutch operator piston
42 1s received 1n a cylinder 44 and 1s biased in the disen-
cgaging direction by springs 46. Pressurized fluid, such as a
hydraulic fluid or pressurized air, introduced into chamber
48 will act on piston face 50 to move the piston 42 in the
engaged direction against the bias of the springs. A two-
position, three-way, solenoid-controlled valve 52 1s pro-
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vided to selectively pressurize and exhaust chamber 48. A
pressure controller 54, having an input for selectively receiv-
ing command signals from ECU 34, controls the energizing
of the solenoid 52A of valve 52, preferably by pulse width
modulation (PWM). Although a pressurized fluid-type
actuator assembly 30 is illustrated, the present invention 1s
also applicable to clutch controls using other types of clutch
actuators, such as ball ramp actuators or the like.

The structure of a typical wet master friction clutch 14
may be seen by reference to FIG. 3. Brielly, the engine
output 18, shown as a dampened flywheel, 1s connected to
the transmission input shaft 20 by an engageable and dis-
engageable friction disc pack 14C. The clutch 1s contained
within a housing 14D, which will hold the lubricating and
cooling fluid, such as Dextron III or the like. Annular piston
42 1s slidably and sealingly contained 1n a cylinder 44 and
1s biased 1n the disengaged direction by springs 46.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic illustration depicting the inventive
control system 60 used to calibrate the urge-to-move posi-
tion of clutch 14. The ECU 34 includes an engine torque and
calibration processor 62 that processes engine torque data
received from engine 12 via a serial communications data
link. During operation, engine 12 will periodically broadcast
an engine conflguration map via the serial communications
data link. A typical engine configuration map contains
engine torque data corresponding to various engine speeds,
where the engine speed 1s typically characterized in revo-
lutions per minute (RPM) and the torque is characterized as
a percentage (%) of a rated engine reference torque. The
engine reference torque 1s typically specified and pro-
crammed 1nto the electronics of engine 12 by the engine
manufacturer and 1s typically, but not necessarily, the rated
maximum engine torque. The engine torque and calibration
processor 62 processes the engine torque data according to
the stored control logic and communicates with pressure
controller 54 via a clutch operating signal controller 64,
which 1s preferably an element of ECU 34. Control system
60 further includes an 1nertia brake 66 that is configured to
slow down or stop the rotation of 1nput shaft 20 so that the
engine may be loaded during the calibration process.

As 1s well known, engine output or flywheel torque (T )
is equal to gross engine torque (T..) minus the sum of
engine torque losses (1), such as engine friction torque,
accessory torque, etc. The value of the sum of engine torque
losses, at 1dle speed, may be determined by measuring the
value of engine gross torque when the clutch 1s fully
disengaged (therefore, flywheel torque equals zero) and
engine speed 1s stabilized at idle speed (Tz5p=T; if Trw=0).
With a known value of torque losses (T;) at idle speed, the
value of output torque while the clutch 1s engaged, at a
stabilized 1dle speed, will equal the value of gross engine
torque minus the known value of torque losses (Tpw=Trce—
T,).

According to the present 1nvention, a calibration method
1s provided for identifying a clutch control parameter value
(such as the value of a pulse width modulated control signal)
indicative of the urge-to-move position of the clutch, where
the urge-to-move position 1s the partially engaged position
of the clutch that allows creeping of the vehicle if the brakes
are not applied.

The calibration method of the present invention i1s
described with reference to the flow charts of FIGS. 5A, 5B
and 5C. Referring to FIG. 5A, the calibration process begins
with the ECU 34 first determining whether certain vehicle
conditions are present to commence the calibration, as
shown 1n step 100. The correct vehicle conditions required
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for entering a calibration state occur, for example, when the
vehicle 1s stationary, the transmission 1s 1n neutral, the
engine 1s running, disabling faults such as a J1939 fault are
not present, and a mimmum coolant temperature level 1s
achieved.

Once the calibration state 1s entered, ECU 34 starts a
calibration timer corresponding to a predetermined maxi-
mum calibration period. Should the duration of the calibra-
tion period exceed the predetermined maximum calibration

per1od, the calibration will be deemed to have failed and the
calibration process will not restart until the next pre-
scheduled calibration, such as the next vehicle power up.
ECU 34 1s programmed to refer to a previously stored PWM
control signal value to control actuation of clutch 14 1n the
event the calibration fails.

The engine controller 28 will first maintain engine speed
at a desired idle RPM (about 600-850 RPM) with clutch 14
fully disengaged. The engine torque data 1s transmitted via
the J1939 data link to the engine and calibration processor
62, where 1t 1s filtered, e.g. averaged, to determine a gross
disengaged (unloaded) engine torque (T.5p5). In this state,
the amount of torque generated by the engine (T,;,) will be
equal to that of the engine torque losses (T;) at the desired
idle RPM. The gross disengaged engine torque (Trop) 1S
preferably characterized as a percentage (%) of the rated
engine reference torque. For example, if the engine torque
losses (T,) are equal to 68 Ib-ft and the engine reference

forque 1s equal to 680 lb-ft, the gross disengaged engine
torque (Tzzp) Will be 10%.

Referring to step 102, the ECU 34 then turns on inertia
brake 66 to lock mput shatt 20 and, thus, ground the driven
side 14B of clutch 14 1n order to load the engine. ECU 34
then determines an approximate value of a PWM control
signal (S,) that causes clutch 14 to transfer a predetermined
amount of torque from engine 12 to transmission 16. Refer-
ring to step 104, ECU 34 provides a command output signal
to pressure controller 54 instructing pressure controller 54 to
provide a ramping PWM control signal to the solenoid-
actuated hydraulic system 52 causing clutch 14 to engage 1n
a stepwise manner. The 1nitial value of the ramping PWM
control signal preferably corresponds to a touch point posi-
tion of the clutch, 1.e. the point where the clutch first starts
transmitting torque. In a preferred embodiment, the PWM
control signal 1s preferably ramped at a rate of approxi-
mately 4 mA per 350 mS and the predetermined amount of

torque transferred from engine 12 to transmission 16 1is
about 35 Ib-ft (47.5 Nm). Although it has been determined

that about 35 1b-ft (47.5 Nm) is the preferred amount of
forque transfer to allow urge-to-move operation of the
vehicle, 1t 1s recognized that an urge-to-move torque 1n the
range of approximately 20-60 Ib-ft (27.1-54.3 Nm) may be
used. It 1s also recognized that other ramping rates may be
employed to engage the clutch.

As clutch 14 is engaged, the gross engaged (loaded)
engine torque (T.;z) 1s continuously being monitored and
filtered, €.g. averaged, by the engine and calibration proces-
sor 62. The gross engine torque (Tzsz) 1s preferably char-
acterized as a percentage (%) of the engine reference torque.
The clutch 14 1s engaged until the maximum filtered gross
engine torque (Trsz) sensed during the ramping process
minus the gross disengaged engine torque (T, ,,) 1s greater
than an urge-to-move reference torque (Trzz), as shown in
step 106. The urge-to-move reference torque (Trrz) 1S
defined in ECU 34 as a percentage (%) of the engine
reference torque required to transfer the predetermined
amount of torque, e.g. 35 Ib-ft (47.5 Nm), from engine 12 to
transmission 16. For example, 1f the engine reference torque
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is 680 Ib-ft (922.8 Nm), the urge-to-move reference torque
(T, ) would be equal to 5.14% (680 1b-{tx5.14%=35 Ib-ft).

Alternatively gross engaged engine torque (Tg5z), gross
disengaged engine torque (T..,) and urge-to-move refer-
ence torque (Trzz) may be expressed as an actual torque
value, not as a percentage of the engine reference torque.

The ramping engagement of clutch 14 i1s chosen to
provide an approximate measurement of first PWM control

signal (S;). The first PWM control signal (S;) is then
recorded, step 108, clutch 14 is returned to the fully disen-
cgaged position, step 110. While clutch 14 1s disengaged, and
preferably during future periods of disengagement, the ECU
34 monitors and filters the engine torque data for a prede-
termined amount of time to account for any engine
accessories, such as an air conditioning compressor, that
may have been activated and would effect the gross disen-
gaged engine torque (Tz;p). Once the gross disengaged
engine torque (Trsp) 1s re-determined, a more detailed
search 1s commenced to find a more accurate PWM control
signal that generates the urge-to-move reference torque
(Trer).

The detailed search 1s characterized by re-applying clutch
14 1n at least one pulse, where the pulse comprises applying,
clutch 14 to a position corresponding to a PWM control
signal, pausing a predetermined amount of time to allow
engine 12 and clutch 14 to stabilize, and then releasing
clutch 14. The PWM control signal corresponding to a first
pulse 1s determined by offsetting the recorded first PWM
control signal (S,) a predetermined amount, for example 8
mA, to generate a second PWM control signal (S,). Refer-
ring to step 112, the clutch 14 1s then pulsed corresponding
to the second PWM control signal (S,) and the maximum
filtered gross engine torque (T ;z) sensed during the pulse
1s recorded.

Referring to steps 114 and 116, if ECU 34 determines that
the maximum filtered gross engine torque (Tzz) minus the
gross disengaged engine torque (1..,) is less than the
urge-to-move reference torque (Txzz), clutch 14 is disen-
cgaged and then re-engaged corresponding to a new pulse
PWM control signal (S,) that equals the previous PWM
control signal (S,) plus a predetermined amount, for
example 1 mA. If 1t 1s determined that the maximum filtered
gross engine torque (T ;z) minus the gross disengaged
engine torque (T..,) 1s greater than three (3) times the
urge-to-move reference torque (Txzx), as shown 1n step 1135,
the calibration process 1s restarted. If, however, 1t 1s deter-
mined that the maximum filtered gross engine torque (Tz5z)
minus the gross disengaged engine torque (Tz;p) 1S greater
than two (2) times the urge-to-move reference torque but
less than or substantially equal to three (3) times the urge-
to-move reference torque (T, ), clutch 14 is disengaged
and then reengaged corresponding to a new pulse PWM
control signal (S,,) that equals the previous PWM control
signal (S,,_;) minus a predetermined amount, for example 2
mA, as shown 1n step 118. Referring to step 120, the cycle
of applying and releasing clutch 14 is continued until the
filtered gross engine torque (T.;z) minus the gross disen-
gaged engine torque (T, ) 1s greater than or substantially
equal to the urge-to-move reference torque (Txzz) and less
than or substantially equal to two (2) times the urge-to-move
reference torque (Trzz). The corresponding PWM control
signal is then read (step 122) and stored in computer
memory (step 124).

Referring to FIG. 5B, once a more accurate PWM control
signal 1s 1dentified, the calibration process enters a confir-
mation state to verily that when the identified PWM control
signal 1s applied to solenoid valve 32, the urge-to-move
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reference torque (Txzz) 1s achieved. Referring to step 126,
clutch 14 1s applied to a position corresponding to the
identified PWM control signal and the maximum filtered
gross engine torque (1...) 1s recorded. Referring to step
128, if 1t 1s determine that the maximum filtered gross engine
torque (T..,) minus the gross disengaged torque (T, ) 1s
not greater than or substantially equal to the urge-to-move
reference torque (T4, ;) or less than or substantially equal to
two (2) times the urge-to-move reference torque (Txzz), the
confirmation 1s deemed to have failed and clutch 14 1is
disengaged and then re-engaged in at least one pulse, as
described above, to determine a more accurate PWM control
signal. Otherwise, the confirmation process proceeds until
the PWM control signal 1s verified a predetermined number
of times, for example twice, and the verified PWM signal 1s
stored 1n computer memory, as shown 1n steps 130 and 132.

Referring to FIG. 5C, m order to account for control
system 1naccuracies, such as inaccuracies 1n engine torque
reporting, ECU 34 subtracts a stored predetermined offset
constant from the verified PWM signal to arrive at a PWM
control signal (S;7,,) that corresponds to the urge-to-move
position of clutch 14, as shown 1n step 134. In a preferred
embodiment, the ECU 34 subtracts a predetermined offset
constant of 16 mA, which 1s empirically determined from a
wide range of vehicle drive line configurations. The PWM
control signal (S,,,,) 1s then stored in non-volatile memory
for future reference.

Due to factors such as clutch wear and temperature
changes, the urge-to-move PWM control signal (S;,»,) can
vary, and therefore 1s updated during each calibration.
Referring to steps 136 and 138, 1n order to allow new clutch
control systems to calibrate quickly, 1f it 1s determined that
the current PWM control signal (S,,,,,) differs from the
previously stored PWM control signal (S;3,~1) by more
than a predetermined amount, for example 20 mA, the new
value 1s used by ECU 34 unfiltered. Otherwise, a “filter” 1s
employed by ECU 34, which calculates the PWM control
signal (S,,) as a function of the current PWM control
signal (S, -, and the previously stored PWM control signal
(S,72,~1), as shown in step 140. In a preferred embodiment,
ECU 34 utilizes approximately 80% of the stored PWM
control signal (S,,,~1) and approximately 20% of the
current PWM control signal (S;,7»,) to determine an updated
PWM control signal to be used by the control system to
modulate clutch 14 to the urge-to-move position. The use of
a filter advantageously reduces the susceptibility of changes
in PWM control signal (S,,,,) and the corresponding urge-
to-move position of clutch 14 due to noise 1n the electronics
of control system 60.

Referring to steps 142 and 144, the updated urge-to-move
PWM control signal 1s then stored 1n non-volatile memory
for future access by ECU 34 and ECU 34 releases brake 66
to complete the calibration process. The clutch control
parameter value (S;,) 1s utilized by ECU 34 to control
reengagement of the automated clutch 14 while transmaission
16 1s 1n the “urge to move” mode.

Although certain preferred embodiments of the present
mvention have been described, the invention 1s not limited
to the 1llustrations described and shown herein, which are
deemed to be merely illustrative of the best modes of
carrying out the invention. A person of ordinary skill in the
art will realize that certain modifications and variations will
come within the teachings of this invention and that such
variations and modifications are within its spirit and the
scope as defined by the claims.

What 1s claimed 1is:

1. A method for determining the value of a clutch control
parameter signal corresponding to an urge-to-move position
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of a vehicular master friction clutch drivingly interposed
between an engine having a rated engine reference torque
and a multi-speed transmission having an input shaft, the
method comprising the steps of:

(a) (1) determining an unloaded engine torque, (i1) pre-
venting rotation of the input shaft, (ii1) applying the
clutch until a loaded engine torque minus the unloaded
engine torque exceeds an urge-to-move reference
torque, (iv) sensing a first control parameter signal
when the loaded engine torque minus the unloaded
engine torque exceeds the urge-to-move reference
torque, and (v) releasing the clutch;

(b) (1) preventing rotation of the input shaft, (i1) applying
the clutch 1n at least one pulse until the loaded engine
torque minus the unloaded engine torque 1s greater than
or substantially equal to the urge-to-move reference
torque and less than or substantially equal to two times
the urge-to-move reference torque, and (iil) sensing a
second clutch control parameter signal when the loaded
engine torque minus the unloaded engine torque 1is
oreater than or substantially equal to the urge-to-move
reference torque and less than or substantially equal to
two times the urge-to-move reference torque;

(c) offsetting the second clutch control parameter signal a
predetermined amount to determine a clutch control
parameter signal corresponding to an urge-to-move
position of the master friction clutch.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the urge-to-move
reference torque 1s a percentage of the rated engine reference
torque required to transier a predetermined amount of torque
from the engine to the transmission.

3. The method of claam 2, wherein the predetermined
amount of torque transferred from the engine to the trans-
mission 1s 1n the range of 20-60 1b-it.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the predetermined
amount of torque transferred from the engine to the trans-
mission 1s approximately 35 Ib-it.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the pulse comprises
applying the clutch to a position corresponding to a clutch
control parameter signal, pausing a predetermined amount
of time to allow the engine and clutch to stabilize, and then
releasing the clutch.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein a first pulse corre-
sponds to the first control parameter signal minus a prede-
termined offset.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein a subsequent pulse
corresponds to a control parameter signal used 1n the pre-
ceding pulse plus a predetermined amount if the loaded
engine torque minus the unloaded engine torque 1s less than
the urge-to-move reference torque.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein a subsequent pulse
corresponds to a control parameter signal used in the pre-
ceding pulse minus a predetermined amount if the loaded
engine torque minus the unloaded engine torque 1s greater
than two times the urge-to-move reference torque but less
than three times the urge-to-move reference torque.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the method 1s restarted
when the loaded engine torque minus the unloaded engine
torque 1s greater than three times the urge-to-move reference
torque.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the clutch includes a
solenoid-controlled valve and a source of pulse width-
modulated electric power applied to the solenoid of the
valve, the first and second clutch control parameter signals
comprising the pulse width modulation of the electric power.

11. The method of claim 1, further including the step of
verifying that the second clutch control parameter signal 1s
accurate.
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12. The method of claim 11, wherein the verification step
comprises engaging the clutch to a position corresponding to
the second clutch control parameter signal and determining
if the loaded engine torque minus the unloaded engine
forque 1s greater than or substantially equal to the urge-to-
move reference torque and less than or substantially equal to
two (2) times the urge-to-move reference torque.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the verification step
1s repeated a predetermined number of times.

14. In a combination including a source of motive power
having an unloaded 1dle torque at a predetermined 1dle speed
and a friction clutch for controllably transferring torque
from the source of motive power to an input shaft of a
multi-speed transmission, a calibration method for deter-
mining a clutch control parameter signal corresponding to
the clutch urge-to-move position comprising the steps of:

determining 1f conditions exist to begin calibration;
operating the source of motive power at the 1dle speed;

applying a predetermined brake torque to the transmission
input shaft;

determining an urge-to-move reference torque that 1s
oreater than the unloaded 1dle torque;

applying the friction clutch in a ramping rate of applica-
tion;
sensing a {irst clutch control parameter signal when the

measured engine torque minus the unloaded idle torque
exceeds the urge-to-move reference torque;

releasing the clutch and re-applying the clutch according
to at least one pulse;

sensing a second clutch control parameter signal when the
measured engine torque minus the unloaded idle torque
at least attains the urge-to-move reference torque; and

offsetting the second clutch control parameter signal a
predetermined amount to determine a clutch control
parameter signal corresponding to the urge-to-move
position of the master friction clutch.

15. A control system for determining a clutch control
parameter signal corresponding to an urge-to-move position
of a vehicular master friction clutch drivingly interposed
between an engine having a rated engine reference torque

and a multi-speed transmission having an input shaft, the
control system comprising:

an electronic control unit in communication with the
engine for receiving and processing engine torque data
according to control logic, the electronic control unit
including an engine torque and calibration processor
for comparing the engine torque data with an urge-to-
move reference torque; and

a clutch controller in communication with the electronic
control unit for controlling engagement of the clutch,
the clutch controller configured to receive instructions
from the electronic control unit corresponding to a
commanded clutch position.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the electronic control
unit mncludes an output for selectively transmitting a com-
mand output signal, the clutch controller having an input that
selectively receives the command output signal, the clutch
controller configured to produce a pulse width modulated
control signal that corresponds to the command output
signal.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the pulse width
modulated control signal 1s ramped at a predetermined rate
to selectively control the engagement of the clutch to
determine a value of a clutch control parameter signal that
fransfers a predetermined amount of torque between the
engine and the transmission.
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18. The system of claim 17, wherein the pulse width
modulated control signal 1s ramped at a rate of approxi-
mately 4 mA per 350 ms.

19. The system of claim 17, wherein the clutch controller
includes a solenoid-actuated hydraulic system and a source
of pulse width modulated electric power 1n communication
with the solenoid of the hydraulic system, the clutch control
parameter signal comprising the pulse width modulation of
the electric power.

20. The system of claim 15, wherein the control logic
includes rules for:

(a) (1) determining an unloaded engine torque, (i1) pre-
venting rotation of the input shaft, (ii1) applying the
clutch until a loaded engine torque minus the unloaded
engine torque exceeds an urge-to-move reference
torque, (iv) sensing a first control parameter signal
when the loaded engine torque minus the unloaded
engine torque exceeds the urge-to-move reference
torque, and (v) releasing the clutch;

(b) (1) preventing rotation of the input shaft, (i1) applying
the clutch 1n at least one pulse until the loaded engine
torque minus the unloaded engine torque 1s greater than
or substantially equal to the urge-to-move reference
torque and less than or substantially equal to two times
the urge-to-move reference torque, and (1i1) sensing a
second clutch control parameter signal when the loaded
engine torque minus the unloaded engine torque i1s
oreater than or substantially equal to the urge-to-move
reference torque and less than or substantially equal to
two times the urge-to-move reference torque;

(c) offsetting the second clutch control parameter signal a
predetermined amount to determine a clutch control
parameter signal corresponding to an urge-to-move
position of the master friction clutch.

21. The system of claim 20, wherein the control logic
further mncludes a rule for veritying that the second clutch
control parameter signal 1s accurate.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the verification step
comprises engaging the clutch to a position corresponding to
the second clutch control parameter signal and determining
if the loaded engine torque minus the unloaded engine
torque 1s greater than or substantially equal to the urge-to-
move reference torque and less than or substantially equal to
two times the urge-to-move reference torque.

23. The system of claim 20, wherein the urge-to-move
reference torque 1s a percentage of the rated engine reference
torque required to transier a predetermined amount of torque
from the engine to the transmission.

24. The system of claim 20, wherein the pulse comprises
applying the clutch to a position corresponding to a clutch
control parameter signal, pausing a predetermined amount
of time to allow the engine and clutch to stabilize, and then
releasing the clutch.

25. The system of claim 20, wherein a first pulse corre-
sponds to the first control parameter signal minus a prede-
termined offset.

26. The system of claim 25, wherein a subsequent pulse
corresponds to a control parameter signal used in the pre-
ceding pulse plus a predetermined amount if the loaded
engine torque minus the unloaded engine torque 1s less than
the urge-to-move reference torque.

27. The system of claim 25, wherein a subsequent pulse
corresponds to a control parameter signal used 1n the pre-
ceding pulse minus a predetermined amount 1f the loaded
engine torque minus the unloaded engine torque 1s greater
than two times the urge-to-move reference torque but less
than three times the urge-to-move reference torque.
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