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BEACH/OUTDOOR TABLE WITH CORK
SCREW ANCHOR AND UMBRELILA

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to outdoor furni-
ture. More specifically, the present mnvention 1s drawn to a
portable, ground-insertable, outdoor table having an attach-
ment for a beach umbrella.

2. Description of the Related Art

Whether 1n the back yard, at the park or on the beach, it
1s often desirous to have a small table for holding plates,
beverage containers, umbrellas and other outdoor parapher-
nalia. A small table which 1s portable, ground-insertable,
stable, easily assembled and disassembled would be coveted
even more and would certainly be a welcome addition to the
art.

The prior art abounds with beach tables having means

whereby the table may be inserted in the ground. Examples
of which are disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. Des. 364,048

(Winslow, Sr.), 2,799,543 (Tomasaselli), 3,624,732
(Bowden), and 5,197,394 (Schmidt). All of the above pat-
ents employ a pole having a pointed end, which end must be
forced directly 1nto the ground. Also note that the Patentees
do not contemplate providing a structure to enhance the
insertion process or provide a stabilizing support for the
pole.

U.S. Pat. No. Des. 366,372 (Skarda, Jr.), Des. 416,401
(Taylor) and 4,920,897 (Reed et al.) disclose beach tables
having poles with auger structure on the ends thereof. Taylor
and Reed et al show narrow flanges for providing stability.
The flanges, however, perform no function to aid 1n 1nserting
the poles mto the ground.

None of the above inventions and patents, taken either
singularly or in combination, 1s seen to disclose a portable,
oround-inserted outdoor table as will be subsequently
described and claimed 1n the instant invention:

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s drawn to a portable table which
has a myriad of outdoor uses such as at the beach, at
backyard cookouts, at picnics 1n the park, etc. The table
comprises a support pole having an externally threaded
upper end. The lower end of the pole 1s provided with an
auger or corkscrew member. A diametrically-extending sta-
bilizing rod 1s attached at the lower end of the pole just
above the auger. The support pole can be separated 1nto two
pieces at 1ts mid-section. An internally-threaded adjustment
knob 1s utilized to join the two pieces and to also provide a
mechanism for adjusting the length of the pole.

A flat disc-shaped member functions as a table top. The
table top has an internally-threaded boss extending through
the center thereof. On the underside of the table, the boss 1s
threaded to receive the upper end of the support pole. On the
top surface of the table, the boss 1s threaded to receive the
threaded end of an umbrella support mast. Convenient cup
holders are positioned 1n the top of the table.

In use, the stabilizing rod 1s employed as a wrench to aid
in screwing the auger end of the support pole into the
oround. The rod also functions to bear against the ground
and provide stabilizing support for the inserted support pole.
Once the support pole has been ground-inserted, the table
top may be attached to the upper end of the support pole and
the umbrella attached at the upper surface of the table.
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As 1ndicated above, the parts are easily assembled and
thus, are just as easily disassembled. To enhance storage and
portability, a carrying case 1s provided for receiving the
disassembled table parts.

Accordingly, it 1s a principal object of the invention to
provide a portable table adapted to outdoor use.

It 1s another object of the mvention to provide a portable
table for outdoor use, which table 1s supported 1n the ground

1n a stable condition.

It 1s a further object of the mvention to provide a portable
table having parts which are easily disassembled for storage
and transportation.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a
portable table having means for housing the disassembled
parts of the table.

It 1s an object of the imvention to provide improved
clements and arrangements thereof for the purposes
described which are inexpensive, dependable and fully
cffective 1n accomplishing their intended purposes.

These and other objects of the present mvention will
become readily apparent upon further review of the follow-
ing specification and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s an environmental, perspective view of a portable
table and umbrella attachment according to the present
invention.

FIG. 2 1s an exploded, perspective view of a portable table
and umbrella attachment according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of a bag for storing and
transporting a portable table and umbrella attachment
according to the present 1invention.

Similar reference characters denote corresponding fea-
tures consistently throughout the attached drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The present 1nvention generally indicated at 10, as 1llus-
trated 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, includes a two-piece support pole
12a, 12b. Upper part 12a 1s externally threaded at both ends
(one end shown in phantom lines). Lower part 12b is
threaded at one end (upper, shown in phantom lines) and is
provided with a metal auger 14 at its other end (lower).
Auger 14 may be fabricated from any suitable, rust-resistant
metal and extends vertically downward from the lower end
of lower support pole 12b. Support poles 12a, 12b may be
metallic or made from wood or plastic. A stabilizing rod 16
1s attached adjacent the lower end of pole 125 just above the
auger. Rod 16 extends a predetermined distance diametrical
to pole 12b and perpendicular to augur 14. A conventional
internally threaded adjustment knob 18 1s utilized to provide
connecting means for poles 124 and 125. Knob 18 also
provides means for adjusting the height of the connected
poles.

Table top 20 1s configured as a disc having planar top 20a
and bottom 20b faces. Other configurations (square,
rectangle) may be utilized but the disc 1s preferred for safety
considerations (no sharp corners). Top 20 is preferably
fabricated from a molded plastic. The top surface 1s provided
with convenient cup holders at 21. An internally threaded
boss 1s positioned at the center of top 20. The boss has
threaded portions 22a, 22b respectively projecting on both
top and bottom faces of top 20.

A conventional umbrella 30 and umbrella support mast 32
are adapted for attachment to the table top 20. Support mast
32 1s externally threaded at its lower end 32a.
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As 1ndicated above, the parts of the invention are easily
assembled merely by screwing the auger end of pole 125
into the ground, using rod 16 as a wrench, until rod 16 1s
flush with the ground. Rod 16 will then function as stabi-
lizing means. The other elements (pole 124, top 20, umbrella

30) are obviously attached via respective elements knob 18
and boss 22.

To enhance portability, a carrying case 40 (FIG. 3) is
provided to house and store the disassembled elements. Case
40 1s fabricated from a rugged material (nylon, for example)
and 1s provided with attendant straps 40a and fasteners 405
to facilitate securing and carrying.

It 1s to be understood that the present invention 1s not
limited to the embodiment described above, but encom-
passes any and all embodiments within the scope of the
following claims.

We claim:

1. A beach/outdoor table adapted to be supported in the
ground, comprising:

an upstanding pole member, said pole member having an

upper portion an a lower portion;

said upper portion having an upper end and a lower end;

said lower portion having a first end and a second end;

external screw threads formed on said upper end and said
lower end of said upper portion and said first end of

said lower portion;

an auger, said auger attached to said second end of said
lower portion and extending vertically downward
therefrom, whereby said lower portion may be screwed
into the ground;

an elongate stabilizing rod, said elongate stabilizing rod
attached to said lower portion adjacent said second end

and extending diametrically therefrom,;
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a table top, said table top having a planar top surface and
a planar bottom surface;

an internally-threaded boss, said internally-threaded boss
disposed 1n a central area and extending through said
table top, whereby said table top may be attached to
said upper end of said upper portion; and

an 1nternally-threaded adjustment knob, said adjustment
knob receiving the lower end of said upper portion and
the first end of said lower portion.

2. A beach/outdoor table as recited 1n claim 1, including

an umbrella;

a support mast attached to said umbrella, said support
mast having a lower end;

external threads defined on said lower end of said support
mast, whereby said support mast can be attached to said
internally-threaded boss.

3. A beach/outdoor table as recited 1n claim 2, wherein

said table top 1s shaped as a disc.
4. A beach/outdoor table as recited 1in claim 3, wherein

said table top 1s fabricated from molded plastic.

5. A beach/outdoor table as recited 1n claim 4, including
at least one cup holder formed 1n said planar top surface of
said table top.

6. A beach/outdoor table as recited 1in claim 5, wherein
said stabilizing rod 1s fabricated from a rust-resistant metal.

7. A beach/outdoor table as recited 1n claim 6, wherein
said upstanding pole member 1s fabricated from materials
selected from the group consisting of plastic, wood and
metal.

8. A beach/outdoor table as recited 1in claim 7, wherein
said upstanding pole member, said table top and said
umbrella comprise separable elements; and

a carrylng case for housing said separable elements.
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