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POLY (1,4-ETHYLENE-2-PIPERAZONE)
COMPOSITION, METHOD FOR
PRODUCTION OF A POLY(1,4-ETHYLENEK-2-
PIPERAZONE) COMPOSITION, TCE-
DETECTING METHOD AND SENSOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates a poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone)
composition, a method of production of the poly(1,4-
ethylene-2-piperazone) composition, the use of the poly(1,
4-ethylene-2-piperazone) composition in the detection of
trichloroethylene (TCE), and a sensor using the poly(1,4-
ethylene-2-piperazone) composition.

Halogenated hydrocarbons, such as chlorinated hydrocar-
bons and chlorinated solvents (hereinafter collectively
referred to as “chlorinated solvents™) are commonly used in
industry as chemical carriers, solvents, paint removers, and
cleaners. The chlorinated solvents have low flammability
and are fairly stable, both chemically and biologically.
Chlormmated solvents are also used as intermediates 1n
chemical manufacturing and as carrier solvents for pesti-
cides and herbicides.

Chlorinated solvents are relatively toxic at low levels, and
many chlorinated solvents have been classified as suspected
or confirmed carcinogens. Chlorinated solvents are preva-
lent contaminants in groundwater and soil because of their
widespread use and long-term stability. Chlormated solvents
from various sources have contaminated groundwaters and
soils. These sources include, but are not limited to, disposal
facilities, chemical spills, and leaking underground storage
tanks. Chlormnated solvents also may be released to the
environment through the use, loss, or disposal of a neat
liquid, and alternatively through the use or disposal of wash
and rinse waters containing residual solvents. In recent
years, so1l and groundwater contamination by chlorinated
solvents has become a recognized environmental problem.
Chlorinated ethylenes, such as trichloroethylene (TCE),
tetrachloroethylene (commonly known as perchloroethylene
(PCE)), and chlorinated ethanes, such as 1,1,1-
trichloroethane (TCA), are recognized as environmental
pollutants. Due to the high water solubility of chlormated
solvents, for example about 1100 mg/l trichloroethylene
(TCE) at about 25° C., chlorinated solvents are highly
mobile 1n soils and aquifers, and thus, should be removed
before dispersing too far in the soils and aquifers. Therefore,
a method to detect chlorinated solvents in contaminated soil
and groundwater 1s needed.

Sensors have been proposed to detect trichloroethylene
(TCE), in which the sensors attempt to detect trichloroeth-
ylene (TCE) by a variety of methods, including reacting
pyridine, trichloroethylene (TCE), a base, and appropriate
phase-transfer catalysts to generate a trichloroethylene
(TCE) indicator. Other proposed sensors rely on fiber optic
chemical sensors, immuno-assay methods, and gas chroma-
tography to measure amounts of trichloroethylene (TCE).
The prior sensors are costly, are typically labor intensive,
and may not provide real-time detection that can be analyzed
and reported. While such proposed sensors may have limited
applications, attempts to automate such sensors have not
been successtul.

Hand-held sensing units using the above-mentioned tech-
nology have been proposed, however, automating such
sensors presents problems 1n incorporating reagent delivery
systems. These hand-held units are often difficult to use,
provide 1naccurate reagent delivery, and present difficulties
in field operations. Another problem associated with auto-
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2

mation of the above-mentioned technology arises in the
storage and disposal of the chemicals 1n the field.

Various materials and compositions have been proposed
to detect the presence of trichloroethylene (TCE), and other
materials and compositions. For example, litmus paper has
been used to detect the presence of acidic or base compo-
sitions. While materials and compositions that detect other
materials and compositions (hereinafter referred to as
“detector compositions™) are known, their applications in
sensors are limited, more detector compositions for detect-
ing chlorinated solvents are needed.

Therefore, a need exists for a composition to detect
chlorinated solvents, such as trichloroethylene (TCE). Also,
a need exists for a method to detect chlorinated solvents,
along with a sensor that incorporates a composition to detect
trichloroethylene (TCE), and avoids the above-mentioned
problems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the invention provides a composition of
matter, 1n which the composition of matter 1s provided that
has the formula:

where n 1s an integer equal or greater than 1.
In another aspect, a method for generating the composi-
fion

comprises reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) with poly
(ethylenimine) in accordance with the Equation:

where n 1s an 1nteger equal or greater than 1.
Also, the mvention sets forth a sensor to detect trichlo-
roethylene (TCE) 1in materials. The sensor includes the

composition:
O
Y\ N

that can absorb at least one of infrared (IR) and visible (VIS)

energy when formed by the reaction trichloroethylene (TCE)
with poly(ethylenimine).
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These and other aspects, advantages and salient features
of the invention will become apparent from the following
detailed description, which, when taken in conjunction with
the annexed drawings, where like parts are designated by
like reference characters throughout the drawings, disclose
embodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a graph of concentration versus absorbance at
1658 cm™" for poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone), as embod-
ied by the 1nvention;

FIG. 2 1s a graph of visible (VIS) spectrum of poly
(ethylenimine) compared to poly(1l,4-cthylene-2-
piperazone) generated in a reaction, as embodied by the
mvention;

FIG. 3 1s an enlarged, longitudinal sectional illustration of
a sensor probe, as embodied by the mnvention;

FIG. 4 1s an enlarged, longitudinal sectional 1llustration of
another sensor probe, as embodied by the invention;

FIG. 5 1s an enlarged longitudinal sectional 1llustration of
another sensor probe, as embodied by the invention; and

FIG. 6 1s a yet another enlarged longitudinal sectional

illustration of another sensor probe, as embodied by the
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) composition, as
embodied by the invention, 1s designated by the following

nomenclature:
O
Y\ N

where n 1s an 1nteger equal to or greater than 1.

Repeating units of the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone)
composition, as embodied by the invention, can be formed
by incorporating trichloroethylene (TCE) in repeating units
of poly(ethylenimine) (PEI) in the presence of sodium
hydroxide (NaOH) to generate repeating units of poly(1,4-
ethylene-2-piperazone) (and sodium chloride (NaCl) as a
by-product), in accordance with Equation (1):

where n 1s an 1nteger equal to or greater than 1.

Alternatively, a single unit of the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-
piperazone) composition, as embodied by the invention, can
be formed by incorporating trichloroethylene (TCE) in N,N'-
dialkylethylenediamine 2 1n the presence of sodium hydrox-
ide (NaOH) and chlorine (CI7) to generate N,N'-dialkyl-2-
piperazone 3 (and sodium chloride (NaCl) as a by-product),
in accordance with Equation (2):
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The poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) and N,N'-dialkyl-2-
piperazone 3 as embodied by the invention, that 1s produced
in accordance with either Equations (1) and (2) above,
exhibits an enhanced infrared (IR) absorbance of infrared
wavelength energy. The enhanced infrared absorbance for
the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) is especially evident at
infrared frequencies at about 1658 ¢cm™'. An amount of
trichloroethylene (TCE) can be determined from the inten-
sity the infrared (IR) absorbance at 1658 ecm™ in poly(1,4-
ethylene-2-piperazone), which is related to trichloroethylene
(TCE) concentrations in the material. Therefore, the poly(1,
4-ethylene-2-piperazone), as embodied by the invention,
that 1s formed by the incorporation of trichloroethylene
(TCE) 1nto poly(ethylenimine) (PEI), can act as a sensing
composition for trichloroethylene (TCE) as monitored by its

infrared (IR) absorbance.
FIG. 1 1s an exemplary graph of concenftration versus

absorbance at 1658 cm™" for poly(1,4-ethylene-2-
piperazone). Amounts of trichloroethylene (TCE) in a soil or
croundwater samples or in the soils or groundwaters them-
selves may be readily determined from such a graph by
recognizing its relationship with poly(1,4-ethylene-2-
piperazone), for example given by Equations (2) or (3).

The poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) and N,N'-dialkyl-2-
piperazone 3 that are produced 1n accordance with Equations
(1) and (2) exhibit characteristic absorbance of visible (VIS)
energy 1n the spectral region from about 400 nm to about
525 nm as 1illustrated i FIG. 2. This characteristic absor-
bance may be used to detect and determine trichloroethylene
(TCE) concentrations that have reacted with poly
(ethylenimine) (PEI), as in Equation (1).

The poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone), as embodied by the
invention, may be incorporated 1n a sensor for detecting
trichloroethylene (TCE). The detection of the trichloroeth-
ylene (TCE) may be for trichloroethylene (TCE) 1n at least
one of groundwaters, flowing waters such as rivers, standing
waters such as lakes, and other water containing materials.
The detection of the trichloroethylene (TCE) may also be
applied to unsaturated soils or vadose zones. A sensor that
incorporates poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone), as embodied
by the invention, can monitor relatively low concentrations,
for example as low as about 5 wug/l, of chlorinated
hydrocarbons, such as trichloroethylene (TCE).

A sensor as embodied by the invention, for detecting
chlorinated solvents may be provided 1n a test kat, hand-held
field test unit, or other self-contained sensing unit
(hereinafter “test kit”) for field use in monitoring contami-
nants. The test kit may comprise a unit that a user carries to
various testing sites. Alternatively, the test kit may comprise
a unit that 1s left at a testing site and provides contaminant
data, for example, by remote monitoring to a control or
service center.

Exemplary sensors, sensor probes, and other components
that utilize the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone), as embod-
icd by the invention, are illustrated 1n FIGS. 3-6.
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FIG. 3 1s a schematic illustration of a photo-activated
luminescence sensor 124. The sensor 124 can comprise a
bifurcated fiber optic system having first and second optical
fibers. The first fiber carries excitation energy from an
energy source to a sensor probe, while the second fiber
fransmits the absorbance from the sensor probe to a photo
detector. Dispersive devices and can be associated with the
light source and the photo detector, respectively.

In FIG. 3, the sensor 124 comprises a single-fiber 118. The
optical fiber 118 may be a plastic-clad fused-silica fiber,
which includes an outer cladding 1184 and an inner fiber
core 118b. A membrane 134 can be stretched across the face
of a length of plastic heat-shrink cylinder 136. Alternatively,
the membrane 134 may be sealed on the cylinder 136. The
membrane 134 may comprise a porous TEFLON™ or a
suitable dialysis membrane material.

The cylinder 136 i1s tightly disposed on the fiber core
118b. When 1n place, a tight seal can be formed between the
fiber core 1186 and the plastic cylinder 136. A second heat
shrink cylinder 138 can be over an end portion of the
cladding 1184 and the membrane 134 to ensure tightness and
structural integrity of the sensor probe 124. A sensor probe
cavity 140 1s defined as a space between the end of the core
118b, the membrane 134, and the cylindrical sidewall of the
cylinder 136. The size of the sensor probe cavity 140 is
determined by the diameter of the fiber optic diameter and
the heat-shrink cylinder 136.

A sensor probe of similar design for a bifurcated optical
system 1s 1llustrated 1n FIG. 4, wherein the same, but primed,
reference numerals are used to refer to like parts. In the
bifurcated configuration, a common cladding 142 encases
multiple fiber cores 144, 146, 148, and 150. Energy 1is
llustrated with solid line directional arrows, while the
absorption 1s illustrated with broken-line directional arrows.

The fiber core may comprise a single core, and alterna-
fively the fiber core can comprise a bundle of fibers. For
example, the plastic heat-shrink cylinder can be tapered,
resulting in an inner diameter that contains the poly(1,4-
ethylene-2-piperazone) producing material. The distance
between the membrane and the fiber face can be adjusted,
varying an approximate volume for the microcavity 140 on
140'. Alternatively, a poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) pro-
ducing material may be embedded 1n a gel or sol-gel system
or bound to solid particles, such as microbeads contained 1n
the microcavity.

When the sensor probe 124 or 124" 1s placed 1n a trichlo-
roethylene (TCE)-containing solution, trichloroethylene
(TCE) readily passes through the membrane 134 or 134,
diffuses into the microcavity 140 or 140, and interacts with
the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) producing material.
Alternatively, the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) produc-
ing material may be covalently bound to the fiber optic, such
as the end of at each core 118b, 148, and 150. Thus, when
infrared (IR) energy is directed to the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-
piperazone) producing material an infrared (IR) absorbance
that corresponds to the absorbance as in the graph of FIG. 1,
can be produced.

An alternative sensor probe, as embodied by the
invention, 1s 1llustrated in FIG. 5. The sensor probe 152
comprises a porous membrane 154, first and second plastic
cylinders 156 and 158, and a chamber 160, which may
contain a quantity of poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) pro-
ducing material. The poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) pro-
ducing material can be mtroduced prior to testing, and then
removed along with after testing, using one or more conduits

162 and 164. These conduits 162 or 164 are in fluid
communication with the chamber 160. A single fiber 166 can
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be used with a single cladding 168 and single core 170,
through which the excitation and emission radiation pass.
The sensor probe of FIG. 5 allows regeneration of the
sensing system after each measurement, if desired, so that
multiple uses of this sensor probe are possible. The sensor
probe of FIG. § allows rapid repetitive measurement of

trichloroethylene (TCE).

A further sensor probe, as embodied by the invention, 1s
illustrated 1n FIG. 6. The sensor probe 172 can comprise an
optical fiber 174, which 1s led 1into a chamber body 176. The
chamber body 176 defines a chamber that may include a
quantity of poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) producing
material. An air inlet conduit 178 extends into the poly(1,
4-ethylene-2-piperazone) producing material and an air out-
let conduit 180 1s spaced therefrom. A pump 182 may be
connected to the outlet 180 so as to cause air to circulate

through the chamber body 176.

The poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) composition, its use
in the sensors, and the sensing process described above has
advantageous features. It 1s a relatively simple sensing
process that combines absorption processes to yield mea-
surements of trichloroethylene (TCE). The sensor probe
facilitates the sensing volatile compounds that might other-
wise be difficult to sense. Also, the methodology allows a
quantitative determination of trichloroethylene (TCE)
content, and provides rapid analysis and a capability of
making in-situ or remote hands-free measurements.

While various embodiments are described herein, 1t will
be appreciated from the specification that various combina-
tions of elements, variations or improvements therein may
be made by those skilled 1n the art, and are within the scope
of the mvention.

We claim:
1. A method for detecting trichloroethylene (TCE) in a
material, the method comprising:

contacting the trichloroethylene (TCE) in the material
with poly(ethylenimine);
generating poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone); and

monitoring an intensity of infrared (IR) absorbance at
1658 cm™", wherein the step of contacting the trichlo-
rocthylene (TCE) with the poly(ethylenimine)
increases an infrared absorbance at 1658 cm™ and an
intensity of the infrared absorbance 1s related to an
initial trichloroethylene (TCE) concentration in the
material for detecting trichloroethylene (TCE).

2. Amethod according to claim 1, wherein the intensity of
the amide infrared absorbance 1s linearly related to an 1nitial
trichloroethylene (TCE) concentration in the material.

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the step of
generating poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) comprises
reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) with poly(ethylenimine)
by:

H

‘ Cl Cl

N . . >_< +3 ;I?;?H"
| I H
H'n
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-continued

OYJ\/

~)

where n 1s an 1nteger equal to or greater than 1.

4. A method according to claim 2, wherein the step of
generating poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) comprises
reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) with poly(ethylenimine)
imbedded or coated on a solid support 1n the presence of
sodium hydroxide and chlorine.

5. A method according to claim 2, wherein the detecting,
of trichloroethylene (TCE) occurs in groundwater.

6. A method according to claim 2, wherein the detecting
of trichloroethylene (TCE) occurs in unsaturated soil or a
vadose zone.

7. A sensor for detecting trichloroethylene (TCE) in a
material, the sensor comprising;:

a poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) producing material in
the sensor, the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) pro-
ducing material comprising at least poly(ethylenimine),
poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) having an infrared
(IR) absorption at 1658 cm™,

at least one detector that measures infrared (IR) absor-
bance at 1658 cm™,

wherein the sensor detects trichloroethylene (TCE) by
reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) in the material with
poly(ethylenimine) in the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-
piperazone) producing material; generating poly(1,4-
ethylene-2-piperazone); and monitoring an intensity of
infrared (IR) absorbance at 1658 cm™, the intensity of
the mfrared absorbance being related to a concentration
of trichloroethylene (TCE) introduced to the poly(1,4-
cthylene-2-piperazone) producing material.

8. A sensor according to claim 7, wherein the intensity of
the amide infrared absorbance 1s linearly related to an 1nitial
trichloroethylene (TCE) concentration.

9. A sensor according to claim 7, wherein the generation
of the generating poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) results
from reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) with poly
(ethyleimine) by:

H
‘ Cl Cl
N\/\ . + > —< +3 ;T?:?H}
| I H
Hn

where n 1s an 1nteger equal to or greater than 1.

10. A sensor according to claim 7, wherein the generating
poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) occurs in the presence of
sodium hydroxade.

11. A sensor according to claim 7, wherein the sensor 1s
adapted to detect trichloroethylene (TCE) in groundwater.

12. A sensor according to claim 7, wherein the sensor
comprises a fiber optic optrode.
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13. A method for detecting trichloroethylene (TCE) in a
material, the method comprising:

contacting the trichloroethylene (TCE) with a poly(1,4-

cthylene-2-piperazone) producing-material comprising
poly(ethylenimine);

generating poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone); and

monitoring an absorbance intensity in the visible (VIS)

spectra, wherein the step of contacting the trichloroet-
hylene (TCE) with the poly(ethylenimine) increases the
visible (VIS) absorbance in a range from about 400 nm
to about 525 nm, and the intensity of the visible (VIS)
absorbance 1s related to the concentration of trichloro-
ethylene (TCE) introduced to the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-
piperazone)-producing material for detecting trichloro-
cthylene (TCE).

14. A method according to claim 13, wherein the step of
generating poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) comprises
reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) with poly(ethylenimine)
by:

‘ Cl Cl

N\ . . >_< +3 ;JE?H__
| cl i
Hnn

where n 1s an 1nteger equal to or greater than 1.

15. A method according to claim 13, wherein the step of
generating poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) comprises
reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) with poly(ethylenimine)
imbedded or coated on a solid support in the presence of
sodium hydroxide.

16. Amethod according to claim 13, wherein the detecting
of trichloroethylene (TCE) occurs 1n unsaturated soil step or
a vadose zone.

17. Amethod according to claim 13, wherein the detecting
of trichloroethylene (TCE) occurs in groundwater.

18. A sensor for detecting trichloroethylene (TCE) in a
material, the sensor comprising;:

a poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) producing material in
the sensor, the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) pro-
ducing material comprising at least poly(ethylenimine);
and

at least one monitor that measures visible (VIS) absor-
bance 1n a range from about 400 nm to about 525 nm,

wherein the sensor detects trichloroethylene (TCE) in the
material by reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) in the
material and the poly(ethylenimine) in the poly(1,4-
ethylene-2-piperazone) producing material; generating
poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone); and monitoring an
intensity of visible (VIS) absorbance in a range from
about 400 nm to about 525 nm, the intensity of the
visible (VIS) absorbance is related to a concentration of
trichloroethylene (TCE) introduced to the poly(1,4-
cthylene-2-piperazone) producing material.

19. A sensor according to claim 18, wherein the genera-
tion of the poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) results from
reacting trichloroethylene (TCE) with poly(ethylenimine)
by:
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where n 15 an 1nteger equal to or greater than 1.

20. A sensor according to claim 18, wherein generation of
poly(1,4-ethylene-2-piperazone) occurs in the presence of
sodium hydroxade.

21. A sensor according to claim 18, wherein the sensor 1s
adapted to detect trichloroethylene (TCE) in groundwater.

22. A sensor according to claim 18, wherein the sensor
comprises a fiber optic optrode.

23. A sensor according to claim 18, wherein the sensor 1s
adapted to detect trichloroethylene (TCE) in unsaturated soil
step or a vadose zone.
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