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1
UTENSIL HOLDING DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present 1invention relates to a utensil holding device
and more particularly pertains to allowing people with
limited or no use of their hands to perform tasks with various
implements and utensils.

Many people, whether due to arthritis or other disabling
condition, have limited, or no use of their hands. This causes
a problem when these people need to perform the most basic
functions, such as eating and brushing their teeth. Their
condition limits their ability to handle the 1implements that
are normally associated with these functions. Additionally,
some people have problems with their wrists 1n addition to
the conditions that affect their hands. What 1s needed 1s a
device that will allow people to easily handle utensils and
other implements while at the same time provide support to
the wrist so that a person can effectively wield said utensils
and other implements.

The present 1nvention attempts to solve the abovemen-
tioned problems by providing a device that allows a person
to hold a utensil or implements 1n their hands while at the
same time supporting their wrist.

The use of aids for disabled persons 1s known 1n the prior
art. More specifically, aids for disabled persons heretofore
devised and utilized for the purpose of allowing disabled
persons to handle items are known to consist basically of
familiar, expected and obvious structural configurations,
notwithstanding the myriad of designs encompassed by the
crowded prior art which have been developed for the ful-
fillment of countless objectives and requirements.

By way of example, U.S. Pat. No. 4,165,896 to Hunt
discloses an istrument holder comprises of a hand encir-
cling band for use by a user without function of their hands.
U.S. Pat. No. 3,942,194 to Winter and U.S. Pat. No. 4,600,
484, also to Winter, disclose additional devices to allow a
person with limited use of his or her hands to use 1mple-
ments such as a knife, fork or toothbrush. U.S. Pat. No.
3,781,052 to Millington discloses a means for attaching a
tool to a hand, for use 1n a hazardous work area.

While these devices fulfill their respective, particular
objective and requirements, the aforementioned patents do
not describe a utensil holding device for allowing people
with limited or no use of their hands to perform tasks with
various 1mplements and utensils.

In this respect, the utensil holding device according to the
present invention substantially departs from the conven-
tional concepts and designs of the prior art, and in doing so
provides an apparatus primarily developed for the purpose
of allowing people with limited or no use of their hands to
perform tasks with various implements and utensils.

Therefore, 1t can be appreciated that there exists a con-
tinuing need for a new and 1mproved utensil holding device
which can be used for allowing people with limited or no use
of their hands to perform tasks with various implements and
utensils. In this regard, the present invention substantially

fulfills this need.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent 1n the
known types of aids for disabled persons now present in the
prior art, the present invention provides an improved utensil
holding device. As such, the general purpose of the present
invention, which will be described subsequently 1n greater
detail, 1s to provide a new and improved utensil holding
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device which has all the advantages of the prior art and none
of the disadvantages.

To attain this, the present invention essentially comprises
a support portion adapted for coupling with the hand and
wrist of a user. The support portion includes a wrist portion
and a hand portion. The wrist portion receives the wrist of
the user therein. The wrist portion has an upper end, a lower
end, a cupped upper surface, and an arched lower surface.
The cupped upper surface receives the wrist therein. The
hand portion receives the hand of the user thereon. The hand
portion has an upper end, a lower end, an arched upper
surface, and a cupped lower surface. The lower end of the
hand portion 1s secured to the upper end of the wrist portion.
The arched upper surface of the hand portion receives the
hand of the user thereon. A pair of wrist straps are secured
to the wrist portion of the support portion. A pair of hand
straps are secured to the hand portion of the support portion.
A utensil holding portion 1s secured to the cupped lower
surface of the hand portion of the support portion. The
utensil holding portion 1s comprised of a hollow cylinder
having an open upper end. The open upper end has a pliable
washer disposed therein for receiving and engaging imple-
ments and utensils.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more
important features of the invention in order that the detailed
description thereof that follows may be better understood,
and 1n order that the present contribution to the art may be
better appreciated. There are, of course, additional features
of the 1nvention that will be described hereinafter and which
will form the subject matter of the claims appended hereto.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
of the mvention in detail, it 1s to be understood that the
invention 1s not limited 1n i1ts application to the details of
construction and to the arrangements of the components set
forth 1n the following description or 1llustrated in the draw-
ings. The mvention 1s capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced and carried out 1n various ways. Also, 1t 1s
to be understood that the phraseology and terminology
employed herein are for the purpose of description and
should not be regarded as limiting.

As such, those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that the
conception, upon which this disclosure 1s based, may readily
be utilized as a basis for the designing of other structures,
methods and systems for carrying out the several purposes
of the present mvention. It 1s important, therefore, that the
claims be regarded as including such equivalent construc-
tions 1nsofar as they do not depart from the spirit and scope
of the present 1nvention.

It 1s therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a new and improved utensil holding device which has all the
advantages of the prior art aids for disabled persons and
none of the disadvantages.

It 1s another object of the present invention to provide a
new and improved utensil holding device which may be
casily and efficiently manufactured and marketed.

It 1s a further object of the present invention to provide a

new and mmproved utensil holding device which 1s of
durable and reliable construction.

An even further object of the present mvention is to
provide a new and improved utensil holding device which 1s
susceptible of a low cost of manufacture with regard to both
materials and labor, and which accordingly 1s then suscep-
tible of low prices of sale to the consuming public, thereby
making such utensil holding device economically available
to the buying public.

Even still another object of the present mvention 1s to
provide a new and improved utensil holding device for
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allowing people with limited or no use of their hands to
perform tasks with various implements and utensils.

Lastly, 1t 1s an object of the present invention to provide
a new and improved utensil holding device including a
support portion adapted for coupling with the hand and wrist
of a user. A utensil holding portion 1s secured to the support
portion.

These, together with other objects of the mvention, along
with the various features of novelty which characterize the
invention, are pointed out with particularity in the claims
annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better
understanding of the invention, its operating advantages and
the specific objects attained by its uses, reference should be
had to the accompanying drawings and descriptive matter 1n
which there 1s 1illustrated preferred embodiments of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The 1invention will be better understood and objects other
than those set forth above will become apparent when
consideration 1s given to the following detailed description
thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed
drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the preferred embodiment
of the utensil holding device constructed 1n accordance with
the principles of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a side view of the present invention 1illustrated
In use.

The same reference numerals refer to the same parts
through the various figures.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular, to
FIGS. 1 and 2 thereof, the preferred embodiment of the new
and improved utensil holding device embodying the prin-
ciples and concepts of the present mnvention and generally
designated by the reference number 10 will be described.

Specifically, 1t will be noted 1n the various Figures that the
device relates to a utensil holding device for allowing people
with limited or no use of their hands to perform tasks with
various 1mplements and utensils. In its broadest context, the
device consists of a support portion, a pair of wrist straps, a
pair of hand straps, and a utensil holding portion. Such
components are mdividually configured and correlated with
respect to each other so as to attain the desired objective.

The support portion 12 1s adapted for coupling with the
hand 16 and wrist 14 of a user. The support portion 12
includes a wrist portion 18 and a hand portion 20. The wrist
portion 18 receives the wrist 14 of the user therein. The wrist
portion 18 has an upper en 24, a lower end 22, a cupped
upper surface 26, and an arched lower surface 28. The
cupped upper surface 26 receives the wrist 14 therein. The
hand portion 20 receives the hand 16 of the user thereon. The
hand portion 20 has an upper end 30, a lower end 32, an
arched upper surface 34, and a cupped lower surface 36. The
lower end 32 of the hand portion 20 1s secured to the upper
end 24 of the wrist portion 18. The arched upper surface 34
of the hand portion 20 receives the hand 16 the user thereon.

The pair of wrist straps 38 are secured to the wrist portion
18 of the support portion 12. The pair of wrist straps 38 will
wrap around the user’s wrist while positioned within the
wrist portion 18 to secure the wrist portion 18 to the user.
The wrist straps 38 will be provided with pile type fasteners
of the like to facilitate securement.
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The pair of hand straps 40 are secured to the hand portion
20 of the support portion 12. The hand straps 40 will wrap
around the user’s hand while positioned atop the hand
portion 20 to secure the hand portion 20 to the user. The
hand straps 40, like the wrist straps 38, will be provided with
pile type fasteners or the like to facilitate securement.

The utensil holding portion 42 1s secured to the cupped
lower surface 36 of the hand portion 20 of the support
portion 12. The utensil holding portion 42 1s comprised of a
hollow cylinder 44 having an open upper end. The open
upper end has a pliable washer 46 disposed therein for
receiving and engaging implements and utensils 48. The
utensil 48 will be recerved endwise within the open upper
end of the cylinder through the pliable washer 46. The
pliable washer 46 will be able to expand to receive the
utensil 48 and then retract to engage the utensil 48. In use,
the utensil 48 will be projecting outwardly essentially from

the palm of the hand 16 of the user. Note FIG. 2.

As to the manner of usage and operation of the present
invention, the same should be apparent from the above
description. Accordingly, no further discussion relating to
the manner of usage and operation will be provided.

With respect to the above description then, it 1s to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of the invention, to include variations 1n size, materials,
shape, form, function and the manner of operation, assembly
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one
skilled 1n the art, and all equivalent relationships to those
1llustrated 1n the drawings and described 1n the specification
are mtended to be encompassed by the present invention.

Therefore, the foregoing 1s considered as 1llustrative only
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modification and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, 1t 1s not desired to limit the invention to the exact
construction and operation shown and described, and
accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention.

What 1s claimed as being new and desired to be protected
by Letters Patent of the United States 1s as follows:

1. A utensil holding device for allowing people with
limited or no use of their hands to perform tasks with various
implements and utensils, the device coupling with a user’s
hand and wrist, the device comprising, in combination:

a support portion for use with the hand and wrist of a user,
the support portion including a wrist portion and a hand
portion, the wrist portion receiving the wrist of the user
therein, the wrist portion having an upper end, a lower
end, a cupped upper surface, and an arched lower
surface, the cupped upper surface receiving the wrist
therein, the hand portion receiving the hand of the user
thereon, the hand portion having an upper end, a lower
end, an arched upper surface, and a cupped lower
surface, the lower end of the hand portion being
secured to the upper end of the wrist portion, the arched
upper surface of the hand portion receiving the hand of
the user thereon;

a pair of wrist straps secured to the wrist portion of the
support portion;

a pair of hand straps secured to the hand portion of the
support portion; and

a utensil holding portion secured to the cupped lower
surface of the hand portion of the support portion, the
utensil holding portion being comprised of a hollow
cylinder having an open upper end, the open upper end
having a pliable washer disposed therein for receiving
and engaging implements and utensils.
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2. A utensil holding device for allowing people with 3. A utensil holding device for allowing people with
limited or no use of their hands to perform tasks with various limited or no use of their hands to perform tasks with various
implements and utensils, the device coupling with a user’s implements and utensils, the device coupling with a user’s
hand and wrist, the device comprising, in combination: hand and wrist, the device comprising, in combination:

a support portion for use with the hand and wrist of a user, > a support portion adapted for coupling with the hand and
the support portion including a wrist portion and a hand wrist of a user, the support portion including a wrist
portion, the wrist portion receiving the wrist of the user portion and a hand portion, the wrist portion receiving
therein, said wrist portion having an upper end, a lower the wrist of the user therein, the hand portion receiving,
end, a cupped upper surface receiving the wrist therein, the hand of the user thereon; and
and an arched lower surface, the hand portion receiving 10 4 ytensil holding portion secured to the support portion,
the hand of the user thereon, said hand portion having the utensil holding portion comprising a hollow cylin-
an upper end, a lower end secured to the upper end of der having an open upper end, the open upper end
the wrist portion, an arched upper surtace receiving the having a pliable washer disposed therein for receiving
hagd of the user thereon, and a cupped lower surface; y and engaging implements and utensils.
an

a utensil holding portion secured to the support portion. k% %k
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