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1
PACKAGE FOR ANIMAL BEDDING PADS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention 1s directed toward a package for
animal bedding pads and more particularly, toward a pack-
age which provides sterile, absorbent pads which may be
used to line animal cages.

Animal bedding generally includes wood shavings or
various pellets that line the bottom of an animal’s cage.
These pellets are usually available 1n paper or plastic bags
sold 1n pounds. However, there are several problems with
this type of bedding. For example, 1t must be frequently
replaced; it retains odors; it 1s messy to clean and replace;
and more of the pellets may be used to line the cage than
may actually be needed.

Laboratories that house test animals find such bedding to
be inconvenient and at times, 1nadequate for the intended use
of the animals and observation of the same. As a result, the
above-mentioned disadvantages create a waste of time and
INCrease €Xpenses.

Bedding 1n the form of a pad or sheet 1s more economical
than the pellets when used in an experimental or clinical
setting. These pads are usually made from cotton and
provide a surface upon which the animal may scratch and
eventually create a nest for itself. These pads are also easier
and less time consuming to remove and replace. There 1s
also a need, however, for the bedding to be sterile until 1t 1s
used so that the laboratory animals are in a nearly sterile
environment 1n order to obtain accurate test results. The
pellets are packaged 1n such a way that sterility i1s not
possible, nor 1s 1t necessary for the typical buyer of such
pellets, namely, owners of pet hamsters, gerbils, and the like.
Therefore, laboratories have special requirements regarding
the bedding of the amimals housed.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,625,679 to Hill discloses a bedding

product for animals which includes cellulose pellets that are
partially torn apart so as to produce a bedding product with
increased surface area and absorption. However, these pel-
lets are not 1n a sterile package and do not overcome the
problems discussed above.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s designed to overcome the defl-
ciencies of the prior art discussed above. It 1s an object of
this invention to provide a package containing sterile, absor-
bent cotton pads which may be used to line the bottom of an
animal cage.

It 1s a further object of the mmvention to provide the pads
scaled 1n a plastic bag or pouch so that the interior of the bag
1s devoid of air, the package being irradiated once the pads
have been sealed within the pouch.

In accordance with the 1llustrative embodiments, demon-
strating features and advantages of the present invention,
there 1s provided a sealed pouch filled with cotton pads
which may be used to line the bottoms of animal cages. Once
the pads are placed within the pouch, air 1s removed from the
interior of the pouch, and the pouch 1s sealed. The entire
package may then be irradiated.

Other objects, features, and advantages of the mvention
will be readily apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tfion of a preferred embodiment thereof taken 1n conjunction
with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For the purpose of illustrating the invention, there 1s
shown 1n the accompanying drawings one form which is
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presently preferred; it bemng understood that the invention 1s
not 1ntended to be limited to the precise arrangements and
instrumentalities shown.

FIG. 1 1s a front perspective view of the package of the
present 1nvention;

FIG. 2 1s a front perspective view of one type of pad used
in the present 1nvention;

FIG. 3 1s cross-sectional view taken through line 3—3 of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 1s a partial, magnified view of section 4 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 15 a cross-sectional view taken through line 5—5
of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 6 1s a front perspective view of an alternative type of
pad used 1n the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring now to the drawings in detail wheremn like
reference numerals have been used throughout the various
figures to designate like elements, there 1s shown 1n FIG. 1
a package for animal bedding constructed 1n accordance
with the principles of the present invention and designated
ogenerally as 10.

The package includes rigid, generally planar sheets or
pads 12a—v, for example, and a plastic bag or pouch 14. The
pads 12a—v are stacked within the pouch 14. (See FIG. 3.)
Once the pads 12a—v have been placed within the pouch 14
air from the 1nterior of the pouch 1s removed and the pouch
1s scaled by any method known 1n the art, as discussed
below. For example, the pouch may be heat sealed. Once the
pouch 14 has been sealed, it 1s then 1rradiated with coballt.
However, any 1rradiation technique known 1n the art may be
used to sterilize the contents of the pouch 14. Thus, the pads
12a—v remain sterile until the pouch 14 1s opened. However,
it should be realized that the pouches need not be irradiated
if to do so would be unnecessary.

As menftioned above, the pouch may be packaged 1n any
manner well known 1n the art. For example, the pouch may
be made from polyethylene non-shrink material. Air from
the interior of the pouch 1s removed or evacuated by a
vacuum pump. Next, the pouch 1s introduced to hot water
where the pouch shrinks around the product being sealed.
The pouch 1s then dried. Another method involves applying
a vacuum to the interior of the pouch in order to remove all
of the air within the pouch and mtroducing heat to the open
end of the pouch 1n order to seal the same.

The pads may vary 1n size, depending upon the intended
use of the same. For example, pads 12a—v, represented as
12a 1n F1G. 2, each have a width of approximately six inches
and a length of approximately ten inches and may be used
to line the cages of mice. A larger pad 16 has a width of
approximately eight inches and a length of approximately
seventeen mnches and may be used to line the cages of rats.
(See FIG. 6.) The larger pads are placed in a pouch and are
packaged 1n the same manner that the smaller pads 12a—v are
packaged.

The pads are produced from cotton-based cellulosic fibers
and, as a result, are hypoallergenic. They have a basis weight
of approximately 200 pounds/ream or 702 g/m and a thick-
ness of approximately 0.097 inches (2.46 mm). The material
from which the pads are made are highly absorbent allowing
them to absorb the animal waste and thereby keep the cage
clean and odor-free. The controlled size eliminates waste
that may be experienced with particulate beddings. Also, the
pads are biodegradable and environmentally friendly. Any
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number of pads may be placed within a transparent or
opaque pouch. Preferably, the pouches are made from plastic
film material having a thickness of approximately 3 mul.
However, a typical vacuum pouch known 1n the art may also
be used.

In addition to the pads” primary function of serving as
liners for animal cages, they may also be shredded by the
animal 1n 1ts cage to provide the animal with the natural
enrichment to produce a nest-like environment. This also
promotes an 1deal atmosphere for rearing young. The pads
are also ultra highly absorbent which encourages the evapo-
ration of liquids. This allows the product to last longer and
to continually absorb. The white color of the sheet 1is
cosmetically appealing and 1s an asset to observation of
animals and their discharges.

The present invention mat be embodied 1n other specific
forms without departing from the spirit or essential attributes
thereof and accordingly, reference should be made to the
appended claims rather than to the foregoing specification as
indicating the scope of the mvention.

I claim:

1. A package for animal bedding comprising:

at least one rigid, planar fibrous pad;
a plastic pouch;

said pad being located within said pouch, the interior of
said pouch being substantially devoid of air, and said
pouch being sealed;

wherein said pad 1s sterile.
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2. The package for animal bedding as claimed 1n claim 1
wherein said at least one pad 1s hypoallergenic.
3. The package for animal bedding as claimed in claim 1

further including a plurality of said pads.
4. The package for animal bedding as claimed in claim 1
wherein said at least one rigid, planar fibrous pad 1s cotton.
5. Amethod for packaging animal bedding comprising the
steps of:

providing at least one rigid, planar fibrous pad;

providing a plastic pouch;

placing said pad within said pouch, evacuating air from
the interior of said pouch, sealing said pouch; and

sterilizing the mterior of said pouch and said pad.

6. The method for packaging animal bedding as claimed
in claim 5 wherein said at least one pad 1s hypoallergenic.

7. The method for packaging animal bedding as claimed
in claim 5 wherein said at least one rigid, planar fibrous pad
1s cotton.

8. The method for packaging animal bedding as claimed
in claim 5 further including the step of providing a plurality
of said pads.

9. The method for packaging animal bedding as claimed
in claim 5 wherein the step of sterilizing the interior of said
pouch and said pad includes 1rradiating said interior of said
pouch and said pad.
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