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REAL IMAGE MODE VARIABLE
MAGNIFICATION FINDER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This i1nvention relates to a real 1mage mode variable
magnification finder for attachment which 1s constructed to
be independent of a photographing optical system as 1n a still
camera or a video camera.

2. Description of Related Art

Real 1mage mode variable magnification finders have
been designed so that an intermediate 1mage 1s formed 1nside
an 1mage erecting system to reduce the total length of an
objective unit. As an example, a design 1s known that a Porro
prism 1s divided into two pieces. When this design 1s used,
as shown 1n FIG. 1A, the entrance window of an objective
optical system 2, in contrast with FIG. 1B, can be located at
a position lower than the window of an eyepiece 4. Thus, a
shift Sh of the objective optical system 2 from the optical
ax1s can be diminished to keep parallax with a photographic
lens 7 to a minimum. In particular, 1t 1s known that a prism
such that light from the objective optical system 2 1is
reflected upward and then back minimizes mterference with
a film mask 5 of a camera and 1s most suitable for use 1n
reducing the thickness of the camera. Also, in FIGS. 1A and
1B, reference numeral 1 represents a finder unit; 3, a Porro
prism; 6, a film; and 8§, a camera case.

As will be obvious from Japanese Patent Preliminary
Publication Nos. He1 7-84184 and He1 9-6&8739, 1t 1s known
that, 1n order to place a mechanism member for changing the
size of a field frame, the field frame 1s placed above the side
face of an objective optical system including a prism, after
light 1s reflected three times by the prism, and thereby space
for the mechanism member can be provided.

Further, as set forth 1n Japanese Patent Preliminary Pub-
lication No. He1 5-53054, 1t 1s known that, in order to
increase the optical path length of the back focus section of
the objective optical system, 1t 1s only necessary to use a
prism whose entrance surface 1s concave.

In addition, as disclosed in Japanese Patent Preliminary
Publication No. He1 1-257817, a technique 1s known that, 1n
a real 1mage mode finder using a Porro mirror in an 1mage
erecting optical system, an eyepiece 1s fixed to a frame to
prevent dirt particles from penetrating 1nto an intermediate
image, providing an enclosed structure.

However, each of He1 7-84184, He1 5-53054, and He1
9-68739 which are mentioned above has the problem that
the adhesion of dirt particles to a field lens located on the
pupil side of the mtermediate 1mage cannot be prevented
because the eyepiece 1s movable for diopter adjustment.

Japanese Patent Preliminary Publication No. He1 4-51108
1s capable of increasing the back focal distance of the
objective optical system, but has the problem that the total
length of the objective optical system becomes large and
thus the thickness of the camera cannot be decreased.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s, therefore, an object of the present invention to
provide a real image mode variable magnification finder
which has an objective optical system whose back focal
distance 1s long and whose total length 1s short, rarely allows
the penetration of dirt particles although diopter-adjustable,
undergoes little change 1n performance, and 1s small 1n size.

In order to accomplish this object, according to the
present mvention, the real 1mage mode variable magnifica-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

tion finder 1includes an objective optical system with positive
refracting power, an 1mage erecting optical system, and an
ocular optical system with positive refracting power. The
objective optical system has a first lens unit with negative
refracting power, a second lens unit with negative refracting
power, a third lens unit with positive refracting power, and
a fourth lens unit with negative refracting power, and 1s
designed so that when the magnification of the finder is
changed, at least one lens unit, namely the third lens unit 1s
moved.

Further, according to the present invention, the real image
mode variable magnification finder 1s constructed so that the

image erecting optical system includes a prism and the
fourth lens unit with negative refracting power 1s configured
to be 1ntegral with the entrance surface of the prism.

Still further, according to the present invention, the real
image mode variable magnification finder includes an objec-
tive optical system with positive refracting power, an 1mage
erecting optical system, and an ocular optical system with
positive refracting power. The 1mage erecting optical system
1s composed of a prism and a mirror, and the ocular optical
system 1s provided with at least two lenses, that 1s, a fixed
lens and a moving lens.

This and other objects as well as the features and advan-
tages of the present invention will become apparent from the
following detailed description of the preferred embodiments
when taken 1n conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A and 1B are views showing cases where
different, conventional real 1mage mode variable magnifi-
cation finders are incorporated 1n cameras;

FIG. 2 1s a view for explaining the reflection of light
caused by a prism used as a reflecting member on the ocular
optical system side;

FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C are sectional views showing
arrangements, each developed along the optical axis, at
wide-angle, middle, and telephoto positions, respectively, of
the real 1mage mode variable magnification finder of a first
embodiment 1n the present imvention;

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view showing the configuration of
a Porro prism used 1n the real image mode variable magni-
fication finder of the present invention,;

FIGS. 5A, 5B, and 5C are diagrams showing aberration
characteristics at the wide-angle position of the finder 1n the
first embodiment;

FIGS. 6A, 6B, and 6C are diagrams showing aberration
characteristics at the middle position of the finder in the first
embodiment;

FIGS. 7A, 7B, and 7C are diagrams showing aberration
characteristics at the telephoto position of the finder 1n the
first embodiment;

FIGS. 8A, 8B, and 8C are sectional views showing
arrangements, each developed along the optical axis, at
wide-angle, middle, and telephoto positions, respectively, of
the real 1mage mode variable magnification finder of a
second embodiment in the present invention; and

FIGS. 9A, 9B, and 9C are sectional views showing
arrangements, each developed along the optical axis, at
wide-angle, middle, and telephoto positions, respectively, of
the real image mode variable magnification finder of a third
embodiment 1n the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Before undertaking the explanation of the embodiments,
a description will be given of the general function of the real
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image mode variable magnification finder according to the
present invention.

For the objective optical system of the real Image mode
variable magnification finder, 1t 1s necessary to improve a
retrofocus property and strengthen a forward negative power
in order to obtain a back focal distance that 1s as long as
possible. In the present invention, since the forward negative
power 1s shared between the first and second lens units, one
lens unit need not have a higher power than is necessary, and
thus curvature of field and distortion can be minimized.
Divergent light emerging from the second lens unit 1is
collected by the third lens unit with positive power. The
fourth lens unit with negative power, located behind it, has
two elfects. One of these 1s that the back focal distance can
be 1ncreased by the diverging action of the fourth lens unait.
The other 1s that the pupil position of the objective optical
system 1s shifted forward, and the diameter of a front lens
can be diminished.

The magnification of the finder 1s changed by chiefly
moving the third lens unit. Specifically, the third lens unit 1s
moved from the mtermediate 1mage side to the object side
and thereby the magnification 1s changed from low to high.

The fourth lens unit may be constructed with a single lens.
However, 1n order to further reduce the total length of the
objective opftical system, it 1s desirable that the entrance
surface of a three-retflection prism located 1n the back focus
section of the objective optical system 1s configured as a
concave surface to thereby possess a negative power so that
the number of members 1s reduced. In this case, 1t 1s
favorable that an Abbe’s number vp satisfies the following
condition:

vp<50 (1)

When Condition (1) is satisfied, axial chromatic aberra-
fion can be favorably corrected. Also, even though Condi-
tion (1) is not satisfied, there is little problem in practical
use.

If aspherical surfaces are used 1n at least one lens unit, that
1s, the third lens unit, spherical aberration and coma can be
favorably corrected even when the lens unit 1s a single lens.

In order to correct diopters varying with variable
magnification, it 1s desirable to change the distance between
the first lens unit and the second lens unit. In this case, either
the first lens unit or the second lens unit, or both, may be
moved. It 1s, of course, favorable that the number of moving
lens units 1s made as small as possible, because a lens
movement mechanism 1s simplified. Also, 1f the variable
magnification ratio 1s low, the diopter will undergo little
change, and thus there 1s no problem 1n practical use even
when only the third lens unit 1s moved.

Further, 1t 1s favorable that the finder satisfies the follow-
ing condition:

0.5<Lpr/Lobj<0.7 (2)

where Lpr 1s the optical path length of the prism and Lobj
1s the maximum optical path length of the objective optical
system (a distance, measured along the optical axis, from the
entrance surface of the first lens unit to the intermediate
image).

If the lower limit of Condition (2) is passed, the total
length of the objective optical system will be increased, and
hence the thickness of the camera cannot be reduced.
Beyond the upper limit, aberration i1s deteriorated because
the power of each lens unit 1s strengthened.
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Subsequently, reference 1s made to another function of the
present 1nvention. The back focus section of the objective
optical system 1s provided with the three-reflection prism for
erecting an 1mage. The intermediate 1mage of the objective
optical system 1s formed 1n the vicinity of the exit surface of
the prism, where a field frame 1s placed. Light incident on
the prism from the objective optical system 1s reflected
upward and then back by the reflecting surfaces of the prism
and 1s further reflected laterally by the third reflecting
surface. In this way, the intermediate 1mage 1s formed 1n a
plane nearly parallel with the axis of incident light from the
objective optical system. In order to further erect the 1mage,
the 1mage needs to be once-reflected between the interme-
diate 1mage and the ocular optical system. The optical path
length from the intermediate 1mage to the ocular optical
system becomes nearly equivalent to the focal length of the
ocular optical system. If a prism 1s used as a reflecting
member on the ocular optical system side, 1t will have the
total length for more than one reflection, and a width W of
the prism becomes large, with a resulting increase 1n camera
width (refer to FIG. 2). Thus, the present invention uses a
one-reflection mirror.

In order to prevent the adhesion of dirt particles to optical
components situated in the vicinity of the intermediate
image, notably, to the exit surface of the prism, an enclosed
structure 1s required. Moreover, for diopter adjustment, it 1s
necessary to move the eyepiece along the optical axis.

Thus, 1n the present invention, the ocular optical system
1s constructed with at least two lenses, one fixed, lying on the
intermediate 1mage side and the other moved for diopter
adjustment, lying on the pupil side. Consequently, the
enclosed structure can be provided, extending from the exit
surface of the prism, through the field frame and the mirror,
to the fixed lens. In this case, 1t 1s desirable that the ocular
optical system satisiies the following condition:

IfR2/FR1|<0.5 (3)
where tR1 1s the focal length of one lens on the objective
optical system side, of two lenses constituting the ocular
optical system and tR2 is the focal length of the other lens
on the pupil side. If the upper limit of Condition (3) is
passed, the variation of spherical aberration caused by the
lens movement for diopter adjustment becomes
considerable, which 1s unfavorable.

The entrance surface of the prism, as mentioned above,
may have a negative power to serve as a part of the objective
optical system. Furthermore, the exit surface of the prism
may be configured as a convex surface to play the role of a
field lens. Since the member of the field frame 1s located
above the side face of the objective optical system, the
height of the camera 1s not increased even when a mecha-
nism member for changing the size of the field frame 1is
placed.

In accordance with the drawings, the embodiments of the
present invention will be explained below.

FIRST EMBODIMENT

In FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C, an objective optical system 12
in this embodiment includes a first lens unit L1 with negative
refracting power, having concave surfaces on the object side
and the pupil side; a second lens unit L2 of a meniscus lens
with negative refracting power, directing concave surfaces
toward the object side; a third lens unit L3 with positive
refracting power, having convex surfaces on both sides; and
a fourth lens unit L4 with negative refracting power, having,
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a concave surface configured as the entrance surface of a
three-reflection prism P. An 1mage erecting optical system
13, as shown 1n FIG. 4, 1s constructed with the three-
reflection prism P, in which a field frame Q 1is placed so as
to come 1n contact with the exit surface thereof. A mirror R
for reflecting 1incident light 1s located so that the axis of light
emerging from the mirror R becomes parallel with that of
light 1ncident on the prism P. An ocular optical system 14 1s
constructed with an eyepiece L3 with positive refracting
power, having convex surfaces on both sides.

When a change of the magnification of the finder 1s made
from the wide-angle position to the telephoto position, the
third lens unit L3 1s stmply moved toward the object side,
and the first and second lens units L1 and L2 are moved
along the optical axis for diopter adjustment involved in the
change of the magnification. Also, each of the first, second,
and third lens units 1s constructed with a single lens.

In the first embodiment, since the diopter adjustment 1s
not made with respect to an observer’s eye, the ocular
optical system 14 has a single fixed lens LS to hermetically
scal an 1ntermediate 1mage section.

The surfaces of individual optical components, in order
from the object side, are labeled r,—r,, 1n FIG. 3B. Aspheri-
cal surfaces are used for a surface r, on the pupil side of the
first lens unit L1, a surface r, on the object side of the second
lens unit .2, both surfaces r. and r. of the third lens unit L3,
and a surface r,, on the pupil side of the eyepiece LS.

In the present invention, since the exit surface of the
three-reflection prism P 1s configured to be convex and 1is
also used as the field lens, the number of parts can be
reduced. Also, although 1n the present invention the entrance
surface of the three-reflection prism P i1s shaped ito a
concave form and 1s used as the fourth lens unit of the
objective optical system 12, it may be constructed as an
independent lens with negative refracting power.

Subsequently, numerical data of the first embodiment are
shown below. Also, aberration characteristics of the optical

system of the finder 1n the first embodiment are as shown 1n
FIGS. 5A-5C, 6A-6C, and 7A-7C.

In the numerical data, w 1s a half angle of view of
emergence (°); EP is an eyepoint; m is a finder magnifica-
tion; r,, I, . . . are radii of curvature (mm) of individual lens
and prism surfaces; d,, d,, . . . are distances (mm) between
individual surfaces; n,, n,, . . . are refractive indices of
individual lenses and prisms in the d line; v, v,, . . . are
Abbe’s numbers of individual lenses and prisms; r 1s a

paraxial radius of curvature; k 1s a conic constant; and A4,
A6, A8, and A10 are aspherical coetlicients of the fourth,

sixth, eighth, and tenth orders, respectively. These symbols
are applied to all the embodiments.

Also, the configuration of each of the aspherical surfaces
1s given by the following equation:

=/ 1+{1-(1+k)(y/r)” } 2 |+A 4y  +A 6y°+A8y +A 10y

where X 1s the coordinate 1 the direction of the optical axis
and y 1s the coordinate 1 the direction normal to the optical
axis.

Magnification (m) 0.43x (wide-angle)-0.64x (middle)-
1.00x (telephoto)

Half angle of view () 26.0° (wide-angle)-17.1° (middle)-
10.8° (telephoto)

Pupil diameter ¢ 4 mm
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r, = -22.013
d, = 0.800 n, = 1.58423 v, = 30.49
r, = 12.273

d2 = 6.150 (wide-angle), 3.482 (middle), 1.231 (telephoto)
fy = —3.597

d, = 1.147
r, = -9.743

d, = 1.844 (wide-angle), 0.924 (middle), 0.200 (telephoto)
te = 7.775

d. = 2.043
r = —4.613

dg = 1.716 (wide-angle), 4.190 (middle), 8.278 (telephoto)
r, = —17.007

nsy = 1.58423 v, = 30.49

ng = 1.52542 ve = 55.78

d- = 23.900 n, = 1.52542 v, = 55.78
fo = —14.423

dg = 0.000
g = &

d, = 18.000
fi = 28.036

d,q = 2.600 n,o = 1.49241 Vi = 57.66
t, = —14.005

d,, = 18.500
r1> = (EP)
Aspherical coeflicients

Second surface
r=12.275, k=-1.02222

Ad=-2.89549x107", A6=-5.06179x10>,
A8=3.39356x10"°, A10=0.00000

Third surface
r=-3.597, k=-1.19309
A4=-2.50359x10">, A6=-3.43509x1077,
A8=2.66297x107>, A10=-3.31788x107°

Fifth surface
r=7.775, k=-13.22244
A4=9.85901x10"*, A6=-6.07753x10>,
A8=-1.42148x107°, A10=5.49069x10~°

Sixth surface
r=—4.613, k=-0.28412
Ad=5.47072x107*, A6=6.94534x107">,
A8=-4.73049x107°, A10=0.00000

Eleventh surface
r=—14.005, k=-3.60103
Ad=-4.86880x107>, A6=-2.05766x107°,

A8=1.08973x10"", A10=-1.73226x10 ~°
Values of parameters shown in Conditions (1) and (2)

Condition (1): vp=55.78

Condition (2): Lobj=37.6 mm, Lpr=23.9 mm, Lpr/Lobj=
0.636

SECOND EMBODIMENT

The second embodiment 1s explained with reference to
FIGS. 8A, 8B, and 8C. This embodiment has the same
arrangement as the first embodiment with the exception that
when the magnification 1s changed, the second and third lens
units are moved. Since the first lens unit 1s fixed and the
number of Roving lens units 1s reduced, a variable magni-
fication mechanism can be simplified.

Subsequently, numerical data of the second embodiment
are shown below.

Magnification (m) 0.43x (wide-angle)-0.64x (middle)-
1.00x (telephoto)

Half angle of view () 25.6° (wide-angle)-16.7° (middle)-
10.4° (telephoto)

Pupil diameter ¢ 4 mm
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r, = —68.520
d, = 0.800 n, = 1.58423 v, = 30.49
r, = 15.062

d, = 3.232 (wide-angle), 3.555 (middle), 1.069 (telephoto)
ry = —6.164

d, = 1.041
r, = —18.904

d, = 5.729 (wide-angle), 2.449 (middle), 0.800 (telephoto)
rs = 9.585

ds = 2.097
r = —6.269

ds = 0.800 (wide-angle), 3.757 (middle), 7.893 (telephoto)
[, = ~27.823

nsy = 1.58423 v, = 30.49

ns = 1.52542 ve = 55.78

d, = 23.900 n, = 1.52542 v, = 55.78
re = —17.083

dg = 0.000
Ig = &K

d, = 18.000
fig=217.193

d,n = 2.600 n, = 1.49241 Vig = 57.66
ry = —10.197

d,, = 18.500
ri> = (EP)

Aspherical coeflicients

Second surface

r=15.062, k=-0.64061
Ad4=-3.00125x107", A6=-5.16751x10>,
A8=2.18066x10"°, A10=0.00000

Third surface
r=—6.164, k=-1.21250
Ad=-6.73166x10"*, A6=-2.42596x107>,
A8=-1.39647x107>, A10=9.10282x107"’

Fifth surface
r=9.585, k=-9.47791
Ad=4.12329x10""*, A6=-5.34777x107>,
A8=2.91441x107°, A10=-6.22966x10~°

Sixth surface
r=-6.269, k=-0.07796
Ad4=4.64493x10"*, A6=—-1.57600x107>,
A8=6.72748x10"7, A10=0.00000

Eleventh surface
r=-10.197, k=-1.66633

A4=-8.32536x107>, A6=1.55257x10°,
A8=-4.32080x10"%, A10=3.99884x10~""
Values of parameters shown in Conditions (1) and (2)

Condition (1): vp=55.78
Condition (2): Lobj=37.599 mm, Lpr=23.9 mm, Lpr/
Lobj=0.636

THIRD EMBODIMENT

The third embodiment 1s explained with reference to
FIGS. 9A, 9B, and 9C. The objective optical system 12 1n
thiIs embodiment, unlike those i the first and second
embodiments, includes the first lens unit L1 with negative
refracting power, having a convex surface on the object side
and a concave surface on the pupil side; the second lens unit
[.2 of a meniscus lens with negative refracting power, having
a concave surface on the object side and a convex surface on
the pupil side; the third lens unit L3 with positive refracting
power, having convex surfaces on both sides; and the fourth
lens unit L4 having a concave surface directed toward the
object side, configured as the entrance surface of the three-
reflection prism P. The image erecting optical system 13 has
the same arrangement as 1n the first embodiment. The ocular
optical system 14, unlike those of the first and second
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embodiments, 1s constructed with a fixed lens L6 having a
concave surface on the object side and a moving lens L7
having convex surfaces on both sides. The fixed lens L6 1s
designed so that the intermediate 1mage section i1s hermeti-
cally sealed to prevent the adhesion of dirt particles to the
exit surface of the prism P. In the third embodiment, aspheri-
cal surfaces are used for a surface r, on the pupil side of the
first lens unit .1, a surface r; on the object side of the second
lens unit .2, both surfaces r and r. of the third lens unit L3,
and a surface r,, on the pupil side of the moving lens L7.

In the third embodiment, materials that satisfy Condition
(1) are used and thus axial chromatic aberration is favorably
corrected.

Subsequently, numerical data of the third embodiment are
shown below.

Magnification (m) 0.43x (wide-angle)-0.64x (middle)-
0.99x (telephoto)

Half angle of view () 25.8° (wide-angle)-16.9° (middle)-
10.8° (telephoto)

Pupil diameter ¢ 4 mm

r, = 9.543

d, = 0.800 n, = 1.58423 v, = 30.49
r, = 4.794

d, = 1.578 (wide-angle), 2.622 (middle), 1.816 (telephoto)
ry = —7.169

d, = 0.800 n, = 1.58423 v, = 30.49
r, = —16.728

d, = 7.512 (wide-angle), 3.193 (middle), 0.800 (telephoto)
s = 6.681

ds = 2.710
r, = —7.381

ds = 0.800 (wide-angle), 3.374 (middle), 7.273 (telephoto)
1, =-24.314

ne = 1.49241 ve = 57.66

d, = 22.900 n, = 1.58423 v, = 30.49
to = —17.977

d, = 0.000
g = ©

d, = 15.200
fo = —42.007

d,, = 0.800 n,, = 1.58423 V.o = 30.49
[14 =&

d,, = variable (fixed in magnification change)
ry, = 34.828

d,, = 2.600 n,, = 1.49241 V., = 57.66
f1, = —9.980

d,; = variable (fixed in magnification change)
r14 = (EP)
Aspherical coeflicients

Second surface
r=4.794, k=1.22930
Ad4=-6.62879x10~*, A6=-9.53119%x107>,
A8=3.35102x10">, A10=0.00000

Third surface
r=-7.169, k=1.43673
Ad=1.68122x10"", A6=1.66187x107",
A8=-1.92425%x10">, A10=6.11812x107°

Fifth surface
r=6.681, k=-0.29920
A4=-2.41385x10"", A6=1.06721x107",
A8=3.58275x107°, A10=-1.74078x10""’

Sixth surface
r=-7.381, k=-1.52416
A4=8.10006x10"*, A6=5.81412x107">,
A8=9.43870x10~°, A10=0.00000

Thirteenth surface
r=-9.980, k=-5.25419
Ad=-5.08607x10"*, A6=1.10983x107>,
A8=-2.33686x10"", A10=2.69264%x10""
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Values of parameters shown in Conditions (1), (2), and (3)

Condition (1): vp=30.49

Condition (2): Lobj=37.1 mm, Lpr=22.9 mm, Lpr/Lobj=
0.617

Condition (3): fR1=-71.9, fR2=16.0,|fR2/fR1|=0.223

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A real image mode variable magnification finder com-

prising:

an objective optical system having positive refracting

POWET;

an 1mage erecting optical system; and
an ocular optical system having positive refracting power,

said objective optical system having, in order from an
object side, a first lens unit with negative refracting
power, a second lens unit having negative relfracting
power, a third lens unmit having positive relfracting
power, and a fourth lens unit having negative refracting,
POWET,

wherein an object-side surface of said second lens unit 1s
concave toward an object side and has a smallest
absolute value of radius of curvature among lens sur-
faces of said first lens unit, said second lens unit and
said third lens unit, and

wherein when a magnification of said finder 1s changed,
a plurality of lens units including said third lens unit are
moved, a distance between said second lens unit and
said third lens unit 1s changed, and a distance between
said first lens unit and said second lens unit 1s changed.
2. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 1, wherein said 1image erecting optical
system 1ncludes a prism, and said fourth lens unit with
negative refracting power 1s constructed to be integral with
an entrance surface of said prism.
3. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 2, wherein said prism satisiies the fol-
lowing condition:

vp<50

where vp 1s an Abbe’s number of said prism.

4. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 2, wherein said prism has first and second
reflecting surfaces that are arranged such that an axis of
reflected light from said second reflecting surface 1s posi-
tioned substantially above an axis of incident light on said
prism and a third reflecting surface constructed and arranged
to orient an axis of reflected light from said third reflecting
surface 1n a direction substantially perpendicular to the axis
of incident light on said prism.
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5. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 2, wherein when the magnification 1s
changed, a distance between said third lens unit and said
fourth lens unit 1s changed.

6. A real image mode variable magnification find accord-
ing to claim 5, wherein while the magnification of said finder
1s changed from a wide-angle position to a telephoto
position, said third lens unit 1s moved solely toward an
object side.

7. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 6, satistying the following condition:

0.5<L,,/L,<0.7

obj

where L, 1s an optical path length of said prism and L, is
a maximum optical path length of said objective optical
system, that 1s, a distance, measured along an optical axis,
from an entrance surface of said first lens unit to an
intermediate 1mage.

8. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 7, further satisfying the following con-
dition:

<0.7.

0 b

0.617<L,,/L

9. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 6, wherein when the magnification 1s
changed, said first lens unit 1s fixed and said second lens unit
and said third lens unit are moved.

10. A recal image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 2, wherein at least one lens unit including,
said third lens unit has aspherical surfaces.

11. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 1, wherein at least one lens unit including,
said third lens unit has aspherical surfaces.

12. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 1, wherein when the magnification 1s
changed, a distance between said third lens unit and said
fourth lens unit 1s changed.

13. A real image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 12, wherein while the magnification of
said finder 1s changed from a wide-angle position to a
telephoto position, said third lens unit 1s moved solely
toward an object side.

14. A recal image mode variable magnification finder
according to claim 13, wherein when the magnification 1s
changed, said first lens unit 1s fixed and said second lens unit
and said third lens unit alone are moved.
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