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1
SUPPORT BRACKET

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The mvention 1s directed to a support bracket and in
particular, to a support bracket to be mounted on an upright
surface and to which selected items may be attached.

2. Description of Related Art

Many support brackets are known to which items may be
attached. In the field of boats, fishing gear and {fishing
cequipment, the following brackets are disclosed. In U.S. Pat.
No. 3,802,652, Holton Jr. discloses a bracket for a fishing
rod with an angled arm having an opening for the fishing rod
at the top portion of the arm. The bottom end of the angled
arm 1s received 1n a bracket attached to the gunwale of the
boat. In U.S. Pat. No. 3,844,519, Garrett discloses a holder

for displaying a gasoline lantern on a small boat. In U.S. Pat.
No. 4,007,902, Pettee discloses a fishing rod holder com-

prised of hollow interconnecting upper and lower members
positioned at acute angles to each other and attached to a

boat hull. An opening 1s provided on the upper member for
a fishing pole.

There 1s a need for a simple bracket which 1s easily
mounted on a surface such as the back or gunwale of a small
boat and to which 1tems may be attached.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the present ivention to provide a
versatile simple bracket which 1s easily mounted.

It 1s a further object of the present invention to provide a
support bracket which can be angled 1n at least two different
directions.

In accordance with the teachings of the present invention,
there 1s disclosed a bracket to be mounted on an upright
surface on a boat, wherein the bracket is a support for fishing
equipment. The bracket has, in combination, an elongated
lower body having a first end, an opposite second end, a first
side and an opposite second side, a front face and an
opposite back face. The first end has a width greater than the
second end wherein the lower body has a side to side wedge
shape. The front face and the back face have a distance
therebetween, the distance being greater at the first end than
at the second end such that the lower body has a front to back
wedge shape. The first end of the lower body 1s substantially
at right angles with respect to the sides and the faces of the
lower body. An upper body has a first face and an opposite
second face, a first side and an opposite second side, a first
end and an opposite second end. The first end of the upper
body 1s substantially at right angles with respect to the faces
and sides of the upper body. The second end of the upper
body 1s formed at a selected angle with respect to the faces
of the upper body. When the first end of the upper body abuts
the first end of the lower body, the lower body and the upper
body are coplanar; when the second end of the upper body
abuts the first end of the lower body, the upper body i1s
disposed at the selected angle with respect to the lower body.
Means are provided for attaching the first end of the body to
a selected end of the upper body. Means are provided for
attaching the lower body to the upright surface on the boat,
such that the bracket serves as a support to which selected
fishing equipment may be removably connected.

In further accordance with the teachings of the present
invention, there 1s disclosed a bracket with a wedge-shaped
lower body having a first end and an opposite second end.
The second end 1s more narrow than the first end. An upper
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body has a first end and an opposite second end, a first face
and an opposite second face. The first end of the upper body
1s at a right angle with respect to the faces of the upper body,
the second end of the upper body 1s at a selected angle with
respect to the faces of the upper body. Means are provided
to attach the first end of the lower body to a selected end of
the upper body. When the first end of the lower body 1is
attached to the first end of the upper body, the lower body
and the upper body are coplanar. When the first end of the
lower body 1s attached to the second end of the upper body,
the upper body 1s disposed at a selected angle with respect
to the lower body. The upper body of the bracket serves as
a support to which selected objects may be removably
connected.

These and other objects of the present mvention will
become apparent from a reading of the following specifica-
tion taken in conjunction with the enclosed drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the present invention
mounted on the bow of a boat with a trolling motor attached
to the upper body of the bracket.

FIG. 2 1s a top plan view of the lower body of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 15 a side elevation view of the lower body of FIG.
2

FIG. 4 1s a top plan view of the upper body of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 15 a side elevation view of the upper body of FIG.
4.

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view showing connecting the
lower body to the upper body by insertion of bolts in
openings.

FIG. 7 1s a side elevation view showing the lower body
coplanar with the upper body when connected.

FIG. 8 15 a side elevation view showing the lower body
and the upper body at an angle when connected.

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view showing the insertion of the
bracket into a U-shaped support on the gunwale of a boat.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIG. 1, the bracket 10 of the present
invention 1s mounted on the back of a boat 12 1n a typical use
of the invention. The bracket 10 may be mounted on any
upright surface which 1s perpendicular or at an angle to a
base of reference. The upright surface may be used if the
bracket 10 1s mountable in other than a substantially hori-
zontal manner. Preferably, the upright surface has a
U-shaped support 14 attached horizontally thereto into
which the bracket may be mserted as will be described. The
invention 1s not limited to a U-shaped support since other
means of mounting the bracket 10 on an upright surface may
be used. The bracket 10 1s a support for objects which are
removably attached to the bracket. Preferably, the objects to
be attached have an opening 1in which the bracket may be
received and a clamping means to secure the object to the
bracket. The objects may be a trolling motor, fishing rods,
communication equipment or anything which 1s desired to
be conveniently available and elevated above the surtace.

The bracket 10 has a lower body 16 and an upper body 18
as shown 1n FIGS. 2 and 3. The lower body 16 1s elongated
with a first end 20, an opposite second end 22, a first side 24,
an opposite second side 26, a front face 28 and an opposite
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back face 30. The first end 20 has a width greater than the
second end 22 such that the lower body 16 has a side to side
wedge shape. The front face 28 and the back face 30 have
a distance therebetween which 1s the thickness of the lower
body 16. The distance 1s greater at the first end 20 than at the
second end 22 such that the lower body 16 also has a front
to back wedge shape. The first end 20 of the lower body 16
1s substantially at right angles with respect to the sides 24,
26 and faces 28, 30 of the lower body 16. Preferably the
lower body 16 1s not a solid unit but has a plurality of struts
32 extending from the first end 20 to the second end 24. The
struts 32 provide strength to the lower body 16 while
reducing the overall weight of the lower body 16.

The upper body 18 (FIGS. 4 and 5) has a first face 34, an
opposite second face 36, a first side 38, an opposite second
side 40, a first end 42 and an opposite second end 44. The
first end 42 of the upper body 18 is substantially at right
angles with respect to the faces 34, 36 and sides 38, 40 of the
upper body 18. The second end 44 of the upper body 18 1s
formed at a selected angle with respect to the faces 34, 36
of the upper body 18. Preferably, the angle 1s approximately
35° with respect to the first face 34 of the upper body 18.

Preferably at least two spaced-apart holes 46 are formed
longitudinally 1n the first end 20 of the lower body 16. In a
like manner at least two spaced-apart holes 48 are formed
longitudinally 1n each the first end 42 and the second end 44
of the upper body 18. The first end 20 of the lower body 16
1s abutted to either the first end 42 or the second end 44 of
the upper body 18. When so abutted, the holes 46 1n the
lower body are aligned with the holes 48 on the selected end
42, 44 of the upper body 18. Fastening means 50, such as a
threaded bolts with cooperating nuts, are received in the
holes 46 1n the first end 20 of the lower body 16 and 1n the
holes 48 1n the selected first end 42 or second end 44 of the
upper body 18. In this manner the lower body 16 1s abutted
to the upper body 18 and secured thereto. Clamps, snaps,
pins and other fastening means may be used to abut the
lower body 16 with the upper body 18 as 1s known to persons
skilled 1n the art. The fastening means may not require the
spaced-apart holes as described above.

It 1s preferred that the opposite sides 24, 26 of the lower
body 16 cach have a shoulder 52 formed thereon. The
shoulder 52 on each side 1s near the first end 20 of the lower
body and 1s formed such that the portion of the sides of the
lower body between the shoulder 52 and the first end 20 1s

wider than the portion of the lower body between the
shoulder 52 and the second end 22.

In use, the upper body 18 1s connected to the lower body
16 1n either the coplanar or angular configuration as desired.
The second end 22 of the lower body 1s 1nserted between the
upright surface and the U-shaped holder and the bracket 10
1s wedged 1n the U-shaped holder with the shoulders 52
juxtapositioned to the U-shaped holder.

The side-to-side and front-to-back wedge shape of the
lower body 16 facilitates insertion of the bracket into the
U-shaped holder. However, the wedge shape 1s not essential
if the U-shaped holder 1s wider than the second end 22 of the
lower body 16 but narrower than the width of the lower body
16 between the shoulders 52. The lower body need not have
shoulders 52 if the wedge-shaped lower body can be
received and held securely in the U-shaped holder or other
mounting means on the upright surface. If the mounting
means does not have a U-shaped holder, the bracket is
mounted with the upper body 18 above the lower body 16.

When the bracket 10 1s securely mounted to the upright
surface, a selected item 1s removably attached to the upper
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body 18. As shown i1 FIG. 1, the trolling motor has an
opening 1n which the upper body 1s received and 1s provided
with two, threaded, adjustable clamps so the trolling motor
1s disposed 1n the water beneath the boat 12 and the trolling
motor 1s clamped to the upper body 18.

In a similar manner, a fishing rod may be clamped with a
C-clamp to the upper body. Any desired item may be
attached to the upper body by any convenient means.

Obviously, many modifications may be made without
departing from the basic spirit of the present invention.
Accordingly, 1t will be appreciated by those skilled 1n the art
that within the scope of the appended claims, the imnvention
may be practiced other than has been specifically described
hereln.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A bracket which can be mounted on an upright surface
on a boat, wherein the bracket support for fishing equipment,
the bracket comprising, in combination:

an clongated lower body having a first end, an opposite
second end, a first side and an opposite second side, a
front face and an opposite back face,

the first end having a width greater than the second end
wherein the lower body has a side-to-side wedge shape,

the front face and the back face having a distance
therebetween, the distance being greater at the first end
than at the second end such that the lower body has a
front-to-back wedge shape,

the first end of the lower body being substantially at right
angles with respect to the first side and the opposite
second side and the front face and the opposite back
face of the lower body,

an upper body having a first face and an opposite second
face, a first side and an opposite second side, a first end
and an opposite second end, the first end of the upper
body being substantially at right angles with respect to
the front face and the opposite back face and the first
side and the opposite second side of the upper body, the
seccond end of the upper body being formed at a
selected angle with respect to the front face and the
opposite back face of the upper body,

wherein, when the first end of the upper body abuts the
first end of the lower body, the lower body and the
upper body are coplanar, when the second end of the
upper body abuts the first end of the lower body, the
upper body 1s disposed at the selected angle with
respect to the lower body,

means for attaching the first end of the lower body to a
selected end of the upper body, and

means for attaching the lower body to the upright surface
on the boat,

such that the bracket serves as a support to which selected

fishing equipment may be removably connected.

2. The bracket of claim 1, wherein the first end of the
lower body and the first end and the opposite second end of
the lower body each have holes formed therein, the holes 1n
the lower body being aligned with the holes 1n the upper
body when the first end of the lower body abuts the selected
end of the upper body, fastening means being disposed 1n the
holes to secure the upper body to the lower body.

3. The bracket of claim 1, wherein the second end of the
upper body is formed at an angle of 35° with respect to the
first face of the upper body.

4. The bracket of claim 1, wherein the lower body 1s
formed of a plurality of spaced-apart struts between the first
end and the second end.
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S. The bracket of claim 1, wherein the first side and the
opposite second side of the lower body each have a shoulder
formed thereon near the first end of the lower body such that
the shoulders on the first side and the opposite second side
of the lower body are juxtapositioned to the means for
attaching the lower body to the upright surface on the boat.

6. The bracket of claim 1, wherein the fishing equipment
1s a trolling motor which 1s clamped to the upper body.

7. The bracket of claim 1, wherein the means for attaching,
the lower body to the upright surface on the boat i1s a
U-shaped holder attached horizontally to the upright surface,
the second end of the lower body being wedged in the
U-shaped holder such that the upper body 1s above the
U-shaped holder.

8. A bracket comprising:

a wedge-shaped lower body having a first end and an
opposite second end, the second end being more nar-
row than the first end and having a first side and an
opposite second side,

an upper body having a first end and an opposite second
end, a first face and an opposite second face, the first
end of the upper body being at a right angle with
respect to the first face and the opposite second face of
the upper body, the second end of the upper body being,
at a selected angle with respect to the first face and the
opposite second face of the upper body,

means for attaching the first end of the lower body to a
selected end of the upper body,
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wherein, when the first end of the lower body 1s attached
to the first end of the upper body, the lower body and
the upper body are coplanar, when the first end of the
lower body 1s attached to the second end of the upper

body, the upper body 1s disposed at a selected angle
with respect to the lower body,

the upper body of the bracket serving as the support to

which selected objects may be removably connected.

9. The bracket of claim 8, wherein the first end of the
lower body and the first end the opposite second end of the
upper body each have at least two spaced-apart holes formed
therein, the holes 1n the lower body being aligned with the
holes 1n the upper body when the first end of the lower body
abuts the selected end of the upper body, fastening means
being disposed 1n the holes to secure the upper body to the
lower body.

10. The bracket of claim 8, wherein the second end of the
upper body is formed at an angle of 35° with respect to the
first face of the upper body.

11. The bracket of claim 8, wherein the first side and the
opposite second side of the lower body each have a shoulder
formed thereon near the first end of the lower body such that
the shoulders on the first side and the opposite second side
of the lower body provide support when the bracket is
mounted.
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