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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR AUTOMATED
EMERGENCY CALL BREAKTHROUGH

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of Invention

The 1nvention relates to the field of communications, and
more particularly to an advanced call breakthrough service
allowing desired parties to break through a busy telephone
signal.

2. Description of Related Art

Emergency breakthrough systems have been available on
the public switched telephone network (PSTN) for some
fime. When a caller desires to reach a telephone number
which 1s producing a busy signal, the caller can currently
dial the operator and, for a special charge, have the operator
connect the caller into the called party’s existing telephone
call. However, the available scheme for urgent breakthrough
access 1s cumbersome, and requires several minutes of time
to obtain operator assistance and complete the breakthrough
transaction. A technique for making emergency call break-
through quicker, more reliable and more convenient 1is
therefore desirable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention overcoming these and other problems 1n the
art relates to a system and method for automated emergency
breakthrough into an existing telephone call, by which
designated parties can enter a predetermined pass code to
gain access to a busy called party, all without operator
intervention. Called parties subscribing to the service can
share their designated passcode with parties they wish to
have automated access to this extended functionality, which
1s faster, more convenient and more controlled than
operator-assisted versions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The 1nvention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which like elements are desig-
nated with like numbers and 1in which:

FIG. 1 1llustrates a call breakthrough server according to
the 1ivention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a flowchart showing call processing
according to the invention;

FIG. 3 1illustrates the operation of a call breakthrough
according to the invention; and

FIG. 4 illustrates an alternative embodiment of a call
breakthrough system according to the 1nvention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

As 1llustrated 1 FIG. 1, 1n the system and method of the
invention, an emergency call breakthrough server 20, which
may be incorporated in the local central office (CO) 30 of the
public phone network, includes processor 40, electronic
memory 30, storage 60 and electronic bus 70 connecting
assoclated components, as will be appreciated by persons
skilled 1n the art. Each subscriber subscribing to the auto-
mated emergency breakthrough service of the invention has
an entry 1n a breakthrough profile database 80, indicating
that this person wishes to have non-assisted breakthrough
capability of this type. The breakthrough profile database 80
contains, for each subscriber entry 1n the database, a break-
through passcode 90 known only to the subscriber. The
subscriber can distribute that breakthrough passcode 90 to
persons he or she wishes to have access to the service.
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As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3, when a calling party calls the
subscribing party via PSTN 35 and receives for example a
busy signal, the central office 30 transmits that conventional
signaling to the calling party. However, the central office 30
1s configured to receive from the calling party a break-
through enablement code 110, for example *85, indicating to
the central office that the calling party wishes to access the
automated emergency breakthrough system.

Upon receipt of the breakthrough enablement code 110,
central office 30 interfaces with emergency breakthrough
server 20 to process an emergency breakthrough request.
Upon receipt of a breakthrough enablement code 110, the
central office 30 removes the busy signal tones transmitted
to the calling party, and accesses breakthrough profile data-
base 80. Upon verifying that the called telephone number 85
dialed by the calling party 1s a subscriber to the automated
breakthrough system, the central office 30 removes the busy
signal transmitted to the calling party. At this time, break-
through server 20 awaits entry of a breakthrough passcode,
such as a four digit number.

When the calling party keys 1in a correct breakthrough
passcode 90 matching the passcode for the subscriber stored
in breakthrough profile database 80, the central office 30
intervenes 1n the existing telephone conversation and con-
nects the calling party to the called number. The party on the
existing call 1s given a message, such as “Your party has
received an emergency breakthrough call. Please hold, your
call will be restored when that call 1s complete”, and their
connection 1s put on hold. Once the telephone call of the
calling party who has broken in 1s complete, the original
connection to the called party 1s restored.

If the breakthrough passcode 90 does not match the
passcode associated with the dialed number 1n breakthrough
proiile database 80, the central office 30 plays a brief
message asking the calling party to retry, such as “enter your
breakthrough passcode again”. If properly entered, the call-
ing party 1s connected, whereas 1f another 1ncorrect passcode
1s entered, the calling party 1s disconnected.

In terms of general call processing, as illustrated 1n FIG.
2 a calling party dials a called party and receives a busy
signal, 1n step 210. In step 220, the calling party enters a
breakthrough enablement code. In step 230, the break-
through enablement code and called party phone number are
authenticated against breakthrough profile database 80. If
the called party 1s a subscriber, processing proceeds to step
240, 1n which the busy signal to the calling party 1s discon-
tinued. If the called party 1s not a subscriber, in step 250 the
calling party 1s given a voice message such as “The party
you called 1s not a call breakthrough subscriber” and the call
ends. Also, 1f desired 1n 1mplementation of the invention the
subscriber can enter a breakthrough defeat code, such as
*86, on a per-call basis to disable the automatic call break-
through ability of calling parties, even those with properly
authenticated passcodes. This may be accomplished for
instance by setting a disablement flag 1n breakthrough
proiile database 80 upon receipt of *86 or other codes. In this
embodiment, the calling party receives a message such as
“The party you called has disabled breakthrough privileges
for the present call” or the like.

When the called party 1s a subscriber, after step 240 the
breakthrough server 20 checks the entered breakthrough
passcode 90 against breakthrough profile database 80 for
that subscriber, 1n step 260. If the breakthrough passcode 90
matches, 1n step 270 the calling party 1s connected to the
existing call, and the party on the existing call 1s prompted
to hold. If breakthrough passcode 90 does not match the
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passcode stored for that subscriber, in step 280 the calling
party 1s prompted again to enter breakthrough passcode 90.
If the second entry matches, processing proceeds to step 270
to enter the existing call. If the second entry does not match,
the calling party 1s disconnected in step 290. After the
calling party’s call connected at step 270 1s finished or the
calling party 1s disconnected 1n step 290, 1 step 300 the
interrupting call ends and 1n step 310, the original call is
restored.

In an alternative embodiment of the invention illustrated
in FIG. 4, the subscriber can choose to include a preautho-
rized data field 120 i1n breakthrough profile database 80.
Preauthorized data field 120 consists of a set of telephone
numbers of preauthorized parties the subscriber wishes to
automatically be granted breakthrough privileges. In this
embodiment, the conventional ANI (Automatic Number
[dentification) code signaling the calling party’s number is
automatically checked against preauthorized data field 120
in breakthrough profile database 80. When the calling par-
ty’s ANI code matches the preauthorized data field 120, the
calling party 1s directly connected to the subscriber without
further querying and input. Calling parties who are not listed
on preauthorized data field 120 are presented with the same
input queries as in the first embodiment.

Because access to an emergency breakthrough connection
to the called party 1s not processed via operator
workstations, and breakthrough setup and processing 1s
handled in an automated server, processing speed 1s greatly
improved compared to the manual case. The calling parties
with an urgent need to connect through a busy signal, such
as children calling their parents, therefore complete a break-
through transaction much more quickly and conveniently
than using the manually-assisted variety. User convenience
and customer satisfaction are increased, all the while allow-
ing the subscriber to the advanced service to control parties
able to 1nvoke the automated technique.

The foregoing description of the system and method of
the 1nvention 1s illustrative, and variations in coniiguration
and 1implementation will occur to persons skilled 1n the art.
For mnstance, while the breakthrough call has been described
in terms of a call process using plain old telephone service
(POTS), the invention could be applied to other communi-
cation formats such as ISDN, IP (Internet Protocol)
telephony, digital telephony or Wireless Communications.
The scope of the invention 1s accordingly intended to be
limited only by the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A system for providing call breakthrough service,
comprising:

a first 1interface for receiving a request for breakthrough

service from a calling party calling a subscriber;

a breakthrough profile database, containing a list of sub-
scribers subscribing to breakthrough service;

a processor, connected to the breakthrough profile
database, the processor processing the request for
breakthrough service by interrogating the breakthrough
proiile database to determine the validity of the break-
through request; and
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a second 1nterface, connected to the processor, for con-
necting the calling party to the subscriber when the
breakthrough request 1s validated.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the processor performs
breakthrough validation by verifying the subscriber sub-
scribes to the breakthrough service by interrogating the
breakthrough profile database, and by verifying a break-
through password entered by the calling party.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein a breakthrough profile
server 15 located 1n a local central office of the public
switched telephone network.

4. The system of claim 1, wherem a breakthrough pass-
word 1s modifiable by the subscriber.

5. The system of claam 1, wherein the breakthrough
service 1s defeatable by the subscriber on a per-call basis.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein an original call of the
called party 1s restored after completion of the breakthrough
SETVICE.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein a breakthrough profile
server 1s located 1n an IP telephony network.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein a breakthrough profile
server 1S located 1n a wireless network.

9. A method for providing call breakthrough service,
comprising:

presenting a first interface for receiving a request for
breakthrough service from a calling party to a sub-
scriber;

accessing a breakthrough profile database, containing a

list of subscribers subscribing to the breakthrough
Service;

processing the request for breakthrough service by inter-
rogating the breakthrough profiile database to determine
the validity of the breakthrough request; and

connecting the party making the breakthrough request to
the subscriber when the breakthrough request 1s vali-
dated.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the validating 1s
performed by veritying the subscriber subscribes to the
breakthrough service by interrogating the breakthrough pro-
file database, and by verifying a breakthrough password
entered by the calling party.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the breakthrough
proiile server 1s located 1n a local central office of the public
switched telephone network.

12. The method of claam 9, wherein a breakthrough
password 1s modifiable by the subscriber.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the breakthrough
service 1s defeatable by the subscriber on a per-call basis.

14. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of
restoring an original call of the called party after completion
of the breakthrough service.

15. The system of claim 9, wherein a breakthrough profile
server 15 located 1 an IP telephony network.

16. The system of claim 9, wherein a breakthrough profile
server 15 located 1n a wireless network.
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