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1
MATTRESS

This application 1s a divisional application of application
Ser. No. 09/266,577, filed Mar. 11, 1999 now U.S. Pat. No.
6,061,857, which 1s incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Mattress used for sleeping have been made 1n more or less
the same shape and 1n several sizes for many years. Func-
fions like softness, firmness, longevity, and comfort have
been touted 1 advertisements. Different materials like
feathers, foam, coil springs, water and air have been
invented and produced. All these past achievements have
been directed at making mattresses more sleepable or func-
tional. Prior art 1s found 1in Class 5, Subclasses 421, 690,
596,192, etc. They all overlook the fact that bedmates would
sometimes like to hug for extended periods, either head to
head or head to toe, without having their arms fall asleep or
get sore from the crushing weight of their bed partner. This

invention, the HUGGING MATTRESS 1s intended to permit
extended hugging of a person’s bedpartner.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention includes the addition of two holes to any
ordinary mattress design commonly used with a bed. The
holes protrude entirely through the mattress, one being
located 1n the region of a sleeper’s shoulder and the other
symmetrically placed on the opposite end of the mattress.
The holes are preferably to be rectangular or oval 18 inches
by 8 mnches more or less and are for the purpose of allowing
a person to wrap his lower arm around, or 1n other words to
hug or embrace, his bed partner for extended time periods
without the normal crushing that has always precluded this
activity. The two symmetrically located holes permait the
HUG MATTRESS to function when flipped or turned as 1s
commonly recommended every several months and also
permit hugeing in the head to toe position. When not used
for hugoing the holes are to be filled with two plugs of
matching or similar mattress material that are sold as an
integral part of the mattress. Likewise a bottom {fitted sheet
with two pockets that match the holes and two small sheets
for the plugs along with matching pillowcases will be sold
with the mafttress.

IN THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings further describe the inven-
tion.

FIG. 1 shows a plan view looking down on the hugging
mattress and showing the novel addition of two holes with
filler plugs. The plugs can either be full or half depth of the

mattress resulting 1 two or four plugs respectively.

FIG. 2 shows a side elevation of the mattress with the
plugs 1n place.
FIG. 3 shows a cross-sectional view of the mattress taken

along line 3—3 1n FIG. 1 and shows the plugs removed and
a fitted sheet with two pockets to match the holes in the
mattress.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

This invention includes the addition of two holes 14 and
16 to the construction of any normal mattress for sleeping on
a bed. The purpose for the holes 14 and 16 1s to allow either
or both persons to hug their bedmate for extended periods,
or even all might long, with theirr lower arm without the
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normal crushing pain from the weight of their partner. The
two holes 14 and 16, symmetrically located, permit the
mattress 10 to be turned or flipped and also permit hugging
one’s bedmate 1 a head to toe position.

A mattress and sheet assembly 8 has a mattress 10 covered
by a sheet 140. Mattress 10 has an upper surface 52 with a
perimeter 54 and a lower opposite surface 62 with a perim-
cter 64. Mattress 10 also has two relatively shorter sides 72
and 74 and two relatively elongated sides 82 and 84. As with
typical mattresses, the shorter sides 72 and 74 are generally
parallel to each other and the elongated sides 82 and 84 are
ogenerally parallel to each other. The sides 72, 74, 82 and 84
are coupled to surfaces 52 and 62 along their respective
perimeters 54 and 64.

Holes or passageways 14 and 16 extend completely
through mattress 10 between the upper surface 52 and said
lower surface 54. Hole 14 has a wall 92 extending between
the upper surface 52 and the lower surface 62. Hole 14 is
preferably oval or rectangular and has a longitudinal axis 96,
which 1s preferably, approximately twenty inches from the
shorter side 72. Longitudinal axis 96 1s generally parallel to
shorter side 72. Hole 16 has a wall 94 extending between the
upper surface 52 and the lower surface 62. Hole 16 1s
preferably oval or rectangular and has a longitudinal axis 98,
which 1s preferably, approximately twenty inches from the
shorter side 74. Longitudinal axis 98 1s generally parallel to
shorter side 74. Therefore, holes 14 and 16 are symmetri-
cally positioned on each surface 52 and 62 so that the
mattress 10 gives the same effect for the user regardless of
which side or orientation of the mattress 1s used.

The hugging mattress 10 1s to be provided with two full
depth or four half-depth plugs 120, 122, 124 and 126 to fill
the holes 14 and 16 if desired when not used for hugging.
This will make 1t safe for children jumping on the bed, for
example. The plugs 120, 122, 124 and 126 will be of the
same or similar mattress material or foam filled. Each
hugeing mattress 10 will also be accompanied by a fitted
bottom sheet 140 with two pockets or slots 142 and 144
matching the said holes.

Fitted bottom sheet 140 has a main portion 210, two
clongated side portions 212 and 214, and two short side
portions 216 and 218. Each pocket or slot 142 and 144 has
a wall and a bottom to form a closed pocket opened towards
the top of the mattress while being closed towards the
bottom of the mattress. In particular, pocket 142 has a slot
wall 220 and a bottom 224 that 1s attached at its perimeter
to the slot wall 220. Likewise, pocket 144 has a slot wall 222
and a bottom 226, which 1s attached to slot wall 222 at 1ts
perimeter 234. Each plug 120, 122, 124 and 126 has a plug
sheet. Specifically, with respect to plugs 120, 124 and 126,
plug 120 has a plug sheet 228, plug 124 has a plug sheet 230
and plug 126 has a plug sheet 232.

The drawings show the approximate size, shape and
spacing of the holes but the essence 1s that they will be
arranged to allow comfortable hugging of ones bedmate for
extended periods of time. Extra padding of will be required
around the edges of holes 14 and 16 to soften corners. Also
the holes shall not be so large as to materially interfere with
sleeping 1n the normal positions when not hugging a bed-
mate.

It 1s proposed that the hugging mattress 10 be
manufactured, by the simple addition of the sewing machine
necessary to sew the hugging mattress liner and cover
around the holes and the fabrication of the two or four

removable plugs 120, 122, 124 and 126.



US 6,173,465 Bl

3

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A mattress assembly, comprising:

a mattress including an upper surface having a perimeter,
a lower surface having a perimeter and being opposite
said upper surface, two substantially parallel elongated
sides, two substantially parallel short sides, said two
clongated sides and said two short sides coupling said
upper and lower surfaces around said perimeter of said
upper surface and said perimeter of said lower surface,
and an elongated first passageway extending com-
pletely through said mattress between said upper sur-

face and said lower surface, said first passageway

having a wall extending between said upper and said

lower surfaces and defining said first passageway and a

first longitudinal axis extending substantially parallel to

sald two short sides; and

a removable, fabric sheet extending over said upper
surface of said mattress, said sheet including a main
portion, two elongated side portions coupled to and
extending transversely from said main portion and
extending over said elongated sides of said mattress
and two short side portions coupled to and extending
from said main portion and extending over said short
sides of said mattress, said sheet further having an
clongated first slot spaced from said elongated side
portions and said short side portions of said sheet and
positioned within said first passageway, said first slot
having a first slot wall which 1s transverse to said main
portion and positioned adjacent to and covering said
wall of said mattress, and said first slot further having
a first bottom which 1s coupled to said first slot wall and
substantially parallel to and spaced from said main
portion.

2. A mattress assembly according to claim 1, further

comprising:

a first plug adapted to be inserted into said {first
passageway, and

a first plug sheet positioned over said first plug.
3. A mattress assembly according to claim 2, further

comprising:

a second plug adapted to be inserted into said first
passageway, and a second plug sheet positioned over
said second plug.

4. A mattress assembly according to claim 1, wherein:

said mattress mcludes an elongated second passageway
extending completely through said mattress between
said upper surface and said lower surface, said second
passageway and said first passageway having a wall
extending between said upper and said lower surfaces
and defining said passageway and a second longitudinal
axis extending substantially parallel to said two short
sides, and

said sheet including an elongated second slot positioned
within said second passageway, said second slot having,
a second slot wall which 1s transverse to said main
portion and positioned adjacent to and covering said
wall of said mattress, and said second slot further
having a bottom which 1s coupled to said second slot
wall and substantially parallel to said main portion.

5. A mattress assembly according to claim 4, wherein

said first and second passageways are symmetrically
positioned on each of said upper and lower surfaces.
6. A fabric sheet, comprising:

a main portion having a top surface facing in a {first
direction and bottom surface facing in a second, oppo-
site direction;
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two elongated side portions coupled to and extending
transversely from said main portion;

two short side portions coupled to and extending trans-
versely from said main portion;

an clongated first slot spaced from said elongated side
portion and said short side portion, said first slot having
a first slot wall which 1s transverse to said main portion
and a first slot bottom which 1s coupled to said first slot
wall and substantially parallel to and spaced from said
main portion, said first slot bottom having a perimeter
attached to said first slot wall and said first slot bottom
closing said first slot such that said first slot being open
1n said first direction while being closed 1n said second
direction.

7. A fabric sheet according to claim 6, wherein

said first slot has a first longitudinal axis extending
substantially parallel to each of said two short side
portion.

8. A fabric sheet according to claim 7, further comprising;:

an elongated second slot spaced from said elongated side
portions and said short side portions, said second slot
having a second slot wall which 1s transverse to said
main portion and a second bottom which 1s coupled to
said second slot wall and substantially parallel to and
spaced from said main portion.

9. A fabric sheet according to claim 8, wherein

said first slot has a first longitudinal axis extending
substantially parallel to each of said two short side
portion, and

saild second elongated slot has a second longitudinal axis
extending substantially parallel to each of said two
short side potions.

10. A fabric sheet according to claim 9, wherein

said first and second passageways are symmetrically
positioned on said main portion.
11. A method of using a mattress comprising the steps of:

providing a mattress including an upper surface having a
perimeter; a lower surface having a perimeter and being
opposite said upper surface two substantially parallel
clongated sides; two substantially parallel short sides,
said two elongated sides and said two short sides
coupling said upper and lower surfaces around said
perimeter of said upper surface and said perimeter of
said lower surface; an elongated first passageway
extending completely through said mattress between
said upper surface and said lower surface, said first
passageway having a first wall extending between said
upper and said lower surfaces and defining said first
passageway and a first longitudinal axis extending
substantially parallel to said two short sides; and an
clongated second passageway extending completely
through said mattress between said upper surface and
said lower surface, said second passageway having a
second wall extending between said upper and said
lower surfaces defining said passageway and a second
longitudinal axis extending substantially parallel to
said two short sides, and said first and second passage-
ways being symmetrically positioned on said upper and
lower surfaces;

using said mattress, mncluding a user lying down on said
upper surface and extending an arm into said first
passageway;

rotating said mattress 180 degrees 1n a first direction;

using said mattress, including a user lying down on said
upper surface and extending an arm into said second
passageway.
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12. A method according to claim 11, further comprising
the steps of:

rotating said mattress 180 degrees 1in a second direction;

using said mattress, including a user lying down on said
lower surface and extending an arm into said second
passageway.

13. A method according to claim 12, wherein the steps of
rotating said mattress 180 degrees 1 a second direction and
using said mattress, mcluding a user lying down on said
lower surface and extending an arm into said second pas-
sageway occur before said steps of rotating said mattress
180 degrees 1n a first direction and using said mattress,
including a user lying down on said upper surface and
extending an arm 1nto said second passageway.

14. A method according to claim 11, further comprising
the step of:

prior to using said mattress, including a user lying down
on said upper surface and extending an arm into said
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first elongated passageway, placing a removable, fabric
sheet on said upper surface of said mattress.
15. A method according to claim 11, further comprising

the step of:

providing a fabric sheet having a main portion, two
clongated side portion coupled to and extending trans-
versely from said main portion, two short side portions
coupled to and extending transversely from said main
portion; an elongated first slot spaced from said elon-
gated side portion and said short side portion, said first
clongated slot having a first slot wall which 1s trans-
verse to said main portion and a first bottom which 1s
coupled to said first slot wall and substantially parallel
to and spaced from said main portion; and

prior to using said mattress, including a user lying down
on said upper surface and extending an arm into said
first elongated passageway, placing said sheet on said
upper surface of said mattress.
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