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1
BOW SUPPORT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This 1nvention relates generally to hunting accessories
and, more particularly, to devices that assist a bow hunter 1n
supporting a bow when hunting from a tree stand or on the
oground.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A major problem encountered in hunting deer or other
game from a tree stand with a bow 1s that deer are casily
“spooked” by sudden movement. A hunter may be waiting
in a tree stand for several hours before seeing a deer and,
because a bow 1s quite heavy, it 1s not possible for the hunter
to continuously hold the bow 1n a fixed position desirable for
aiming. Furthermore, deer may come within range from
various different directions around a tree stand and the
hunter has to be prepared to shift his aim depending upon the
approach of the animal. Another problem 1s that bow holding
devices may get 1n the way of the hunter when he 1is
attempting to aim the bow, resulting in missed opportunities
and potential accidents.

The known bow support devices of the prior art have
certain disadvantages and limitations. Although the devices
of the prior art may be used to support the weight of the bow
during extended periods of time while the hunter 1s waiting
to spot game, the bow cannot be easily disengaged without
suflicient movement and/or noise to alert the intended prey
to the hunter’s presence. This movement has a tendency to
scare the game away and 1s likely to result in lost opportu-
nities for the hunter. Such devices include, for example, U.S.
Pat. No. 5,482,241, where the bow must be rotated to
remove 1t from position 1n the bow holder.

Another disadvantage of the devices of the prior art 1s
apparent 1n such devices as that shown i1n U.S. Pat. No.
5,310,150. Although this device and others like 1t may allow
casy disengagement of the bow, they remain 1n place after
the bow 1s removed for use, thereby potentially interfering
with the hunter’s line of vision or freedom of movement in
aiming at the imntended target. Such devices also create the

potential for accident if the hunter inadvertently comes in
contact with the device.

The prior art also does not provide a device that will rotate
or swivel 1n multiple horizontal directions around the hunter
so that it can be used to support the bow while aiming at the
intended target or moved out of the way 1n a horizontal or
vertical direction when desired. Most of the devices of the
prior art also do not have the telescoping capability of the
invention, which allows for adjustment in device arm length
to suit the individual needs of a particular the hunter.
Furthermore, the prior art does not generally provide for
adjustment of the bow hook 1n a vertical plane relative to the
arm of the device.

Another concern not adequately addressed by the prior art
1s safety, since such prior art devices require the hunter to
either turn his body to pick up the bow or to move after
taking the bow off of 1its support so as to have a clear line of
vision for aiming purposes. This movement 1s most likely to
be required when prey has been spotted and the hunter 1s
excited.

Such excess movement might not only disturb the prey,
thereby lessening the possibility of a successtful hunt, but
might also tend to result 1n a greater risk of accidents to the
hunter. In particular, the bow may snag on a branch or on the
support as the hunter 1s turning, making a fall from the tree
stand more likely.
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Furthermore, there 1s a need for a flexible design that can
be used 1n several alternative ways, either below or above

the tree stand. Since trees vary 1n terms of branch placement
and since the tree stand may be used 1n varying locations or
on differently configured trees, it 1s useful for the hunter to
have a bow holding device that provides various alternative
placement possibilities to suit the environment and the
user’s needs.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the invention to provide an 1mproved
bow support for use when hunting deer or other game from
a tree stand or on the ground.

Another object of the invention 1s to provide a bow
holding device that is retractable and therefore does not
block or otherwise interfere with the user’s range of vision
when the hunter 1s aiming toward an intended prey when the
bow 1s fully drawn.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a bow
support device that retracts 1in such a gradual manner that 1t
does not alert the intended prey to the movement of the
device.

A further object of the invention 1s to provide an improved
bow support that 1s easy to use.

Yet another object of the invention i1s to provide a bow
support that will improve the hunter’s chances of success-
fully aiming at and taking intended prey.

Another object of the invention 1s to provide a bow
holding device that requires little movement to disengage

the bow from the support when the hunter intends to use the
bow.

Still another object of the invention 1s to provide a device
that makes it easier to take aim and successiully shoot the
target because no sudden movements by the hunter are
required to use the device that might be likely to scare off the
intended prey.

Yet another object of the mvention i1s to provide a bow
holding device with an arm that can telescope 1n length, as
desired by the hunter, thereby providing easy adjustment to
accommodate users having different arm lengths, while
maximizing safety in making it easy to disengage the bow
from the support.

Still another object of the mnvention is to provide a bow
hook which 1s adjustable 1n a vertical plane relative to the
arm of the device to allow the hunter to position the bow at
the proper height.

Another object of the imvention 1s to provide a bow
support device that can be rotated in various horizontal
directions after mounting on the tree.

A further object of the invention i1s to provide a bow
supporting device that can be used without requiring that the
user’s eyes be removed from the prey when the bow 1s
removed from 1ts support, thereby making a successtul hunt
more likely.

Yet a further object of this invention i1s to provide
increased hunting safety since it minimizes the movement
necessary to remove the bow from the support and to aim the
arrow at the prey.

A further object of this mvention 1s to provide a bow
supporting device that 1s relatively 1 expensive to manu-
facture and has a relatively long useful life as a durable
o00d.

Another object of this 1nvention i1s to provide a bow
holding device that 1s easily installed on any tree yet
provides a secure and safe hunting method without damage
to the tree.
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Yet another object of this invention 1s to provide a bow
supporting device that 1s collapsible for easy carrying.

Still another object of the mvention 1s to provide a bow
supporting device that offers alternative attachments, mak-
ing mounting possible either above or below a tree stand.

A Turther object of this invention 1s to provide the hunter
with a device that 1s adjustable 1n the rate of climb of the arm
by turning the lift cylinder to provide a faster or slower rate
of climb, as desired by the user.

How these and other objects are accomplished will
become more apparent from the following descriptions and
from the drawings.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The 1nvention involves a bow hunting device for use in
holding a bow which may be removably mounted to a
vertical support such as a tree. In the improvement, the
device has means for removably attaching the device to the
vertical support; a body, an upper end and a lower end; an
arm, having a first end and a second end, which first end 1s
attached to the lower end of the body; and means for
removably holding the bow at the second end of the arm.
The device also has means for keeping the arm 1n a hori-
zontal position when the device 1s attached to the vertical
support and when weight 1s applied to the bow holding
means and for causing the arm to move upwardly toward the
upper end of the body when weight 1s removed from the bow
holding means.

In a preferred embodiment, the arm 1s adjustable in
length. The arm may also be rotatable around the body. In a
preferred embodiment, the arm 1s connected to the lower end
of the body by arm attachment means having a vertical
attachment axis therethrough. In this embodiment, the arm,
when horizontal, 1s perpendicular to a plane containing the
vertical attachment axis and may be rotated up to 180
degrees from a point on the plane to another point on the
plane 1n a direction away from the vertical support.

Preferably, the means for removably attaching the device
to the vertical support 1s a mounting strap encircling the
circumference of the vertical support, with means to tighten
or loosen said strap 1n combination with at least two braces
which are attached to the body, whereby the body can be
braced against the vertical support. Ideally, the means for
removably holding the bow at the second end of the arm 1s
a hook which 1s adjustable vertically relative to the arm.

In the preferred embodiment of the device, the means for
keeping the arm 1n a horizontal position when weight 1s
applied to the bow holding means and for causing the arm
to move upwardly toward the upper end of the body when
welght 1s removed from said bow holding means 1s a
hydraulic cylinder mounted between the body and the arm,
wherein the cylinder pulls the arm upwardly when weight 1s
removed from the bow holding means and further wherein
the hydraulic cylinder 1s adjustable for rate of movement of
the arm.

In another aspect of the invention, the device may include
a means for removably attaching the device to the vertical
support; a body having an upper end and a lower end; an arm
having a first end and a second end, which first end 1s
attached to the upper end of the body; means for removably
holding the bow at the second end of the arm; and means for
keeping the arm 1n a horizontal position when the device 1s
attached to the vertical support and when weight 1s applied
to the bow holding means and for causing the arm to be
pushed upwardly toward the vertical support when weight 1s
removed from the bow holding means.
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In this aspect the arm may also be adjustable 1n length and
the arm may be rotatable around the body. The arm 1is
connected to the upper end of the body by arm attachment
means having a vertical attachment axis therethrough and
the arm, when horizontal, 1s perpendicular to a plane con-
taining the vertical attachment axis. Ideally, the arm may be
rotated up to 180 degrees from a point on the plane to
another point on the plane 1n a direction away from the
vertical support.

This embodiment also may have as the means for remov-
ably attaching the device to the vertical support, a mounting,
strap encircling the circumference of the vertical support,
with means to tighten and loosen the strap in combination
with at least two braces which are attached to the body,
whereby the body can be braced against the vertical support.
In one embodiment, the means for holding a bow at the
second end of the arm 1s a hook, wherein the hook 1s
adjustable vertically relative to the arm.

In this embodiment of the device, the means for keeping
the arm 1n a horizontal position when weight 1s applied to the
bow holding means and for causing the arm to move
upwardly toward the vertical support when weight is
removed from said bow holding means 1s a gas cylinder
mounted between the body and the arm, wherein the gas
cylinder pushes the arm upwardly when weight 1s removed
from the bow holding means.

In yet another aspect of the invention, the device com-
prises a means for removably attaching the device to the
vertical support; a body; an arm, having a first end and a
second end, which first end 1s connected to the body by
attachment means having a vertical attachment axis; and
means for removably holding a bow at the second end of the
arm, wherein the arm 1s at least partially rotatable around the
vertical attachment axis.

In this embodiment the arm 1s also preferably adjustable
in length and the arm, when horizontal, 1s perpendicular to
a plane containing the vertical attachment axis and further
wherein the arm may be rotated up to 180 degrees around the
vertical attachment axis 1n a direction away from the vertical
support.

It 1s also preferred 1n this embodiment that the means for
removably attaching the device to the vertical support 1s a
mounting strap encircling the circumference of the vertical
support, with means to tighten or loosen said straps. The
device may also have at least two braces attached to the body
in order to brace the body against the vertical support.

The preferred means for holding a bow at the second end
of the arm 1n this embodiment 1s a bracket.

Other aspects of the invention are set forth in the follow-
ing detailed description and 1n the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the preferred embodiment
of the device as attached to a tree, showing placement of the
hunter and the bow 1n relationship to the device.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the device as shown 1n
FIG. 1 and attached to a tree 1n an inverted manner and with
an alternative arm extension piece and bow support, show-
ing placement of the hunter and the bow 1n relationship to
the device.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of another embodiment of the
device as attached to a tree, showing placement of the hunter
and the bow 1n relationship to the device.

FIG. 4 1s a side view of the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 1s a broken side view of the device shown 1n FIG.
2 with the alternative attachment arm.
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FIG. 6 1s a side view of the third embodiment of the
device, as shown 1n FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 1s a top view of the embodiment shown in FIGS.
1 and 4.

FIG. 8 1s a perspective view of the embodiment shown in
FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, with parts broken away, showing the
device 1n partially collapsed or retracted form.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1, 2 and 3 show several embodiments of the new
inventive device 10 as 1t appears when removably attached
to a vertical support such as a tree 12. FIG. 1 shows the
preferred embodiment shown 1n a side view in FIG. 4, FIG.
2 shows a second embodiment shown 1n a side view in FIG.

S, and FIG. 3 shows a third embodiment shown 1n side view
i FIG. 6.

Turning first to FIGS. 1 and 4, the preferred embodiment
of the device 10 consists of an elongated body 14 made of
steel or other strong material such as aluminum or strong
plastic, sufficient to support the weight of the device 10 and
the bow 16. The body 14 could be made 1n various shapes
and sizes, but the preferred version 1s made from a 1 inch
square steel tube approximately 21 inches in length.
Preferably, a dry paint or “matte” finish 1s applied to the
device 10 where possible 1n order to camoutlage the device
10 from view by the intended prey.

When 1n use, the body 14 1s preferred attached to a
vertical support such as a tree 12. The body 14 has an upper
end 18 and a lower end 20 (FIG. 1). In the preferred
embodiment, attached to the body 14 on a first side 22
thereof, are two mounting braces 24, shown more clearly in
FIGS. 7 AND 8. Each of the mounting braces 24 has two
angled brace arms 26 extending away from the body 14,
with serrated inner edges 28. Ideally, the mounting braces 24
are athixed approximately one inch from the upper end 18
and one 1nch from the lower end 20 of the body 14. These
mounting braces 24 are secured to the body 14 by bolts or
other securing means and are configured 1n such a manner so
as to hold the device 10 firmly against a tree 12 or other
support structure, as shown in FIG. 1.

Attached to the body 14 also by bolts or other attachment
methods on a second side 30 (FIG. 4) opposite to the first
side 22 and the mounting braces 24 are a first swivel
attachment 32 and a second swivel attachment 34, as shown
in FIG. 4. The vertical axis of a bolting cylinder 64 1 the
second swivel attachment 34 defines vertical attachment axis
V—V. The first swivel attachment 32 and the second swivel
attachment 34 connect the arm 36 of the device 10 and
hydraulic cylinder 38 to the body 14. The arm 36, when
horizontal, 1s perpendicular to a plane P—P containing the
vertical attachment axis V—V. The first swivel attachment
32 and the second swivel attachment 34 allow the arm 36 to
rotate horizontally up to 180 degrees around the body 14
from a first point P1 on the plane to a second point P2 on the
plane as shown 1n FIG. 7. An alternative embodiment of the
device could include a more rounded body 14 which may
allow more than a 180 degree rotation of the arm 36.
However, it 1s believed that 180 degree rotation 1s sufficient
to meet most hunters’ needs.

Ideally, the device 10 1s removably attached to a vertical
support such as a tree 12 by means of a mounting strap 40,
as secen 1n FIG. 1. In the preferred embodiment, as seen 1n
FIG. 7, which 1s a top view of the device 10, attached to the
body 14 on a third side 42 thereof 1s a first curved body hook
44 and on the fourth side 46 thereot and opposite to the third
side 42 1s a second curved body hook 48.
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The mounting strap 40 can be attached to the device 10 1n
many ways although, 1n the preferred embodiment, the strap
40 1s attached by looping a first strap end 50 over the first
curved body hook 44 (FIG. 1) and the second strap end 52
around the tree 12 and over the second curved body hook 48
(FIG. 7) in similar fashion. The strap 40 can then be
tichtened with a clamping or cinching method, so that it
remains firmly 1n place while the device 10 is 1n use, but can
casily be removed when it 1s desirable to do so.

The three different embodiments of the device 10 shown
in FIGS. 1-6 1n perspective and side views all have the same
basic structure discussed above. The individual features of
cach of the three embodiments will now be addressed.

FIGS. 1 and 4 illustrate the preferred embodiment of the
device 10. In this embodiment, the device 10 1s attached to
the tree 12 above the tree stand 54, if one 1s used, at a
comiortable height for the hunter 56. In this configuration,
a first swivel bracket 58, configured as shown in FIG. 4 1n
side view, 1s attached to the first swivel attachment 32 by
means of a clevis pin 60 1n the manner shown.

As also shown 1n FIG. 4, a second swivel bracket 62 1s
attached to the second swivel attachment 34, with a clevis
pin 63 placed through a bolting cylinder 64 that 1s welded to
second swivel bracket 62. The second swivel bracket 62 1s
bolted to the arm 36, preferably made of a 1 inch square steel
tube, 1n such a manner so as to allow the vertical rotation of
the arm 36 1n a direction toward the body 14. The arm 36 has
a first end 66 and an open end 68 and 1s attached to the
second swivel bracket 62 at its first end 66. The arm 36 1s
preferably 21 inches 1n length, but may be extended in
length 1n the manner heremafter described.

In the preferred embodiment and as shown 1n FIG. 8, the
arm 36 has an underside 82 through which a series of small
arm holes 84 are drilled. As shown 1n FIG. 8, into the open
end 68 1s mserted the first arm extension piece 86, which 1s
also a square steel tube of slightly smaller dimensions than
the arm 36, thereby allowing the first arm extension piece 86
to be 1nserted at the first arm extension piece first end 88 into
the arm 36 at its open end 68. The first arm extension piece
86 1s 1deally 18.5 inches 1n length and 1s closed at its first

arm extension piece second end 90 by a square plastic tab
92, as shown 1n FIG. 4.

Turning back to FIG. 8, approximately 2 mches from the
first arm extension piece first end 88 on the first arm
extension piece underside 94 1s a retractable metal tab 96,
which will retract if force 1s applied to 1t. This metal tab 1s
of a size and shape such that when the first arm extension
piece 86 1s 1nserted 1nto the open end 68 of the arm 36 and
moved 1n the direction of the body 14, the tab 96 will engage
cach of the holes 84 1 the underside 82 of the arm 1n turn
as desired, and thereby hold the first arm extension piece 86
firmly 1n place 1n the desired length. By this method, the
length of the first arm extension piece 86 protruding from the
arm 36 may be adjusted and thereby the total overall length
of the arm 36—first arm extension piece 86 combination
may be varied.

Turning now to FIG. 4, approximately 1 inch from the
second end of the arm extension piece 90, a hook mounting
hole 98 1s drilled from the top of the first arm extension piece
86 through the first arm extension piece underside 94 and

through this hole 98 a hook 102 or other bow holding
conilguration can be bolted.

As shown i1n FIG. 4, hydraulic cylinder 38, similar to
those used 1n outside doors to ensure automatic closure, 1s
attached at the rod end 72 to the first swivel bracket 58 by

bolt and nut means, as more particularly shown 1n FIG. 8. It
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1s attached at the cylinder end 74 to a metal plate 76 bolted
to the upper side 78 of the arm 36, approximately 5 to 6
inches along the arm, measuring from the first end 66. The
cylinder end 74 1s attached by means of a third swivel bolt
80 or by some other means which allows it to rotate
approximately 45-90 degrees.

The hydraulic cylinder 38 pulls the arm 36 upwardly
toward the body 14 unless sufficient weight 1s applied to the
arm 36 to hold 1t 1n a position perpendicular to the body 14.
This perpendicular position 1s the maximum open position
of the arm 36. The hydraulic cylinder 38 1s rotatable and, by
means of such rotation, the upward force on the arm 36 can
be varied, making the rate of movement of the arm 36 slower
or faster, as desired by the user.

The device 10 1s designed so that when a typical bow 16
used 1n deer hunting 1s placed on the hook 102, the arm 36
will remain 1n the horizontal position. When the bow 16 1s
removed, the arm 36 gradually 1s drawn by hydraulic forces
toward the body 14 in an upwardly direction 1n the manner
shown 1n FIG. 8. The cylinder 38 also preferably has a
locking mechanism similar to that found on similar devices
used on doors, which can hold the device 10 1n the “open”
or horizontal position relative to the body 14, or such other
position as desired by the user, without mamtaining down-
ward force on the second end of the first arm extension piece

90.

When the device 10 1s used 1n hunting, the arm 36 may be
rotated horizontally and aimed 1n the direction of the prey
and then the bow 16 removed from the hook 102, resulting
in the retraction of the arm 36. The hunter then can aim,
draw the bow 16 and release an arrow 1n the direction of the
prey.

The retraction of the arm 36 toward the body 14 1s very
desirable when used 1n hunting since the arm 36 and hook
102 move quietly and slowly out of the hunter’s way when
the bow 16 1s removed, allowing him a clear line of vision
in aiming at his prey. If the hunter desires to return the arm
36 to 1ts horizontal position, he can simply lift up his bow
16 and grasp the hook 102 with the upper edge of the bow
104, thereby returning the bow 16 to its former position.

The retraction feature of the device 10 1s also beneficial
when the hunter desires to carry the device 10 since the
device 10 can collapse on 1tself and the mounting strap 40
may be lengthened and used as a shoulder strap to carry the
device 10. Alternatively, the first arm extension piece 86 can
be removed from the arm 36 and wrapped together with the
rest of the device 10 with the mounting strap 40 for easy
carrying.

FIGS. 2 and § show the preferred embodiment described
above attached to a tree 12 1n an upside-down fashion with
a second arm extension piece 106. In this embodiment, the
body 14 of the device 10 1s 1inverted, the first arm extension
piece 86 (as shown in FIG. 4) is removed and a second arm
extension piece 106, as shown 1n FIGS. 2 and 3, 1s inserted
in the open end 68 of the arm 36. This embodiment 1is
designed to be mounted on the tree 12 under the tree stand
54 and does not retract. The arm 36 1s maintained in
horizontal position perpendicular to the body 14 by means of
the locking mechanism on the cylinder 38 when i1n use,
although it can be collapsed for easy transport. Alternatively,
this embodiment could be manufactured without the cylin-
der 38. Similarly to the first embodiment described above
and shown 1n FIG. 4, the second embodiment has a first
swivel bolt 60 which defines a vertical attachment axis
V—V along its length, around which the arm 36 may be
rotated horizontally up to 180 degrees.
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In this second embodiment, the second arm extension
piece 106 1s made of similar material to the first arm
extension piece 86, but 1s configured somewhat differently.
The second arm extension piece 106 1s 1deally 23 inches on
its longest side, and includes the retractable metal tab 96,
similar to the first arm extension piece 86, so that the second
arm extension piece first end 108 can be inserted into the

open end 68 of the arm 36 and held securely 1n place at the
desired length (See FIG. 8).

However, the second arm extension piece second end 110
extends upwardly at a right angle from the second arm
extension piece 106 some 9.5 mches and then back toward
the body 14 at another right angle for approximately 4 inches
before terminating. As shown 1n FIGS. 2 and 8§, this allows
the arm 36 to extend up and above the tree stand 54, so that
the second arm extension piece second end 110 will be
visible to the hunter when sitting or standing 1n the stand 54.
Attached to the second arm extension piece second end 110,
approximately 1-2 inches from the end thereof and bolted
thereto, 1s a bow support bracket 112, on which the bow 16
can be secured when not 1n use.

A third embodiment of the device 10 1s shown 1n FIGS.

3 and 6. In this embodiment, the device 10 1s inverted,
similar to the second embodiment, with several important
changes 1n design. In this third embodiment, a gas cylinder
114, with forces pushing 1n the opposite direction to those of
the hydraulic cylinder 38 1s used, so that the arm 36 pushes
upwardly toward the tree 12 or other vertical support 1nstead
of pulling toward the body 14 of the device 10. In this
embodiment, the maximum upward movement of the arm 36
from horizontal 1s approximately 45 degrees. This embodi-
ment also provides the same method of attachment of the
arm 36 to the body 14 to allow horizontal rotation around
vertical attachment axis V—V up to 180.

Furthermore, as shown 1n FIG. 6, 1n this embodiment of
the device 10, the placement of the second swivel attach-
ment 34 1s directly below the first curved body hook 44 and
the second curved body hook 48 (as seen in FIG. 7), instead
of opposite the mounting braces 24. Similar to the previ-
ously described embodiments, arm holes 84 (see FIG. 8) are
drilled on the underside of the arm 82 for purposes of
receiving the retractable tab 96 of the third arm extension
piece 116. The third arm extension piece 116, which 1s
similar to the first arm extension piece 86 shown 1n the first
embodiment, can be 1nserted 1nto the open end 68 of the arm
36 and locked 1n place as previously described. A hook 102
1s then bolted into place through the third arm extension
piece 116 1n such a fashion such that 1t hangs beneath the
arm 36.

The device 10 may also be configured without the use of
any extension piece whatsoever, in which case the arm 36
would be lengthened and the hook 102 or bracket 112 (FIG.
5), as the case may be, would be affixed in the manner
described above to the second end 68 of the arm 36. Under
such circumstances, the arm 36 would not be adjustable in
length.

While the principles of the mnvention have been described
in connection with exemplary embodiments, 1t should be
understood clearly that such descriptions are by way of
example and are not limiting.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A bow hunting device for use 1n holding a bow which
may be removably mounted to a vertical support, compris-
Ing:

means for removably mounting the device;

a body, having an upper end and a lower end;
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an arm, having a first end and a second end, which said
first end 1s attached to the lower end of the body;

means for removably holding the bow at the second end
of the arm;

means for keeping the arm 1n a horizontal position when
the device 1s mounted and when weight 1s applied to the
bow holding means; and

means to cause the second end of the arm to automatically
move toward the upper end of the body when weight 1s
removed from said bow holding means.
2. The device of claim 1 wherein the arm 1s adjustable 1n
length.
3. The device of claim 1 wherein the arm 1s rotatable
horizontally around the body.
4. The device of claim 1 wherein:

the arm 1s connected to the lower end of the body by arm
attachment means having a vertical attachment axis
there through;

the arm, when horizontal, 1s perpendicular to a plane
containing the vertical attachment axis; and

the arm may be rotated horizontally up to 180 degrees

from a point on the plane to another point on the plane.

5. The device of claim 1 wherein the means for removably
mounting the device 1s a mounting strap, with means to
tighten or loosen said strap 1n combination with at least two
braces which are attached to the body.

6. The device of claim 1 wherein the means for removably
holding a bow at the second end of the arm 1s a hook,
wherein the hook 1s adjustable vertically relative to the arm.

7. The device of claim 1 wheremn the means for keeping,
the arm 1n a horizontal position when weight 1s applied to the
bow holding means and for causing the arm to move
upwardly toward the upper end of the body when weight 1s
removed from said bow holding means 1s a hydraulic
cylinder mounted between the body and the arm, wherein
the hydraulic cylinder pulls the arm upwardly when weight
1s removed from the bow holding means and further wherein
the hydraulic cylinder 1s adjustable for rate of movement of
the arm.

8. A hunting device for use 1 holding a bow which may
be removably attached to a vertical support, comprising:

means for removably attaching the device;
a body, having an upper end and a lower end;

an arm, having a first end and a second end, which said
first end 1s attached to the upper end of the body;

means for removably holding the bow at the second end
of the arm; and

means for keeping the arm 1n a horizontal position when
the device 1s attached and when weight 1s applied to the
bow holding means and for causing the arm to move
upwardly toward a vertical position when weight 1s
removed from said bow holding means.
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9. The device of claim 8 wherein the arm 1s adjustable 1n
length.

10. The device of claim 8 wherein the arm 1s rotatable
horizontally around the body.

11. The device of claim 8 wherein:

the arm 1s connected to the upper end of the body by arm
attachment means having a vertical attachment axis
therethrough;

the arm, when horizontal, 1s perpendicular to a plane

containing the vertical attachment axis; and

the arm may be rotated up to 180 degrees from a point on

the plane to another point on the plane.

12. The device of claim 8 wherein the means for remov-
ably attaching the device 1s a mounting strap, with means to
tighten and loosen said strap in combination with at least two
braces which are attached to the body.

13. The device of claim 8 wherein the means for holding
a bow at the second end of the arm 1s a hook wherein the
hook 1s adjustable vertically relative to the arm.

14. The device of claim 8 wherein the means for keeping
the arm 1n a horizontal position when weight 1s applied to the
bow holding means and for causing the arm to move
upwardly toward a vertical position when weight 1s removed
from said bow holding means 1s a gas cylinder mounted
between the body and the arm wherein the gas cylinder
pushes the arm upwardly when weight 1s removed from the
bow holding means.

15. A hunting device for use in holding a bow which may
be removably mounted to a vertical support, comprising:

means for removably attaching the device;
a body;

an arm, having a first end and a second end, which said
first end 1s connected to the body by attachment means
having a vertical attachment axis; and

means for removably holding a bow at the second end of
the arm, wherein the arm 1s at least partially rotatable
horizontally around the vertical attachment axis.

16. The device of claim 15 wherein the arm 1s adjustable
in length.

17. The device of claim 15 wherein the arm, when
horizontal, 1s perpendicular to a plane containing the vertical
attachment axis and further wherein the arm may be rotated
horizontally up to 180 degrees around the vertical attach-
ment axis.

18. The device of claim 15 wherein the means for
removably attaching the device 1s a mounting strap, with
means to tighten or loosen said strap.

19. The device of claim 15 wherein at least two braces are
attached to the body.

20. The device of claim 15 wheremn the means for
removably holding the bow 1s a bracket atfixed to the second
end of the arm.
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