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57] ABSTRACT

A protective device for the rear surface of a guitar, especially
an electric guitar, comprising a flat pad of protective material
adapted to be removably secured to the rear surface of the
oguitar to protect areas likely to be scratched by a player’s
clothing, for example by a belt buckle. In a preferred form
the pad comprises a vinyl or leatherlike material with a
plurality of elastic loops sized to be secured to existing
guitar strap studs on the body of the guitar, or to be looped
directly over the upper and lower horns of the typical electric
oguitar body.

16 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
PROTECTIVE COVER FOR A GUITAR

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention 1s 1n the field of protective covers
for guitars.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Quality guitars are expensive instruments. In addition to
their being highly prized possessions of serious musicians,
they can become collector 1tems of great value. Musicians
and collectors accordingly take great pains to care for and
preserve the finishes of their guitars, which often consist of
expensive or exotic woods and synthetics.

However, guitars are ultimately meant to be used, and
their use subjects them to wear. This 1s especially true of
clectric guitars, whose use tends to be more dramatic and
movement-oriented than that of classical or acoustic guitars,
in keeping with the type of music for which electric guitars
are best suited.

Electric guitars are especially subject to wear on the back
or rear surface of the guitar body from belt buckles, buttons,
zippers and other hard or abrasive items on the player’s
person.

A common device for protecting a guitar’s surface 1s an
clasticized terry cloth “sock ” which fits over the back, sides
and part of the front of the guitar body. The sock covers so
much of the guitar that musicians are generally unwilling to
use 1t during performance because of its appearance and
interference with play. Moreover, the sock 1s not very
ciiective 1n protecting the guitar’s surface.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s a flat protective cover or pad
adapted to be secured to existing portions of an electric
ouitar body such that the protective pad is held against the
rear surtace of the guitar body to protect 1t from belt buckles,
jewelry, clothing studs and the like. The pad 1s sized to cover
at least that portion of the rear surface of the guitar body
which 1s likely to be held against the player’s body, and in
a preferred form 1s shaped to generally follow the contour of
the guitar body so as to cover a major portion of the rear
surface without overlapping the sides or front of the guitar.

The pad 1s made from a relatively flat, smooth material
such as vinyl or leather, such that its outer face does not
catch a player’s clothing or bunch up, and its inner face does
not scratch or mar the rear surface of the guitar body.

The pad material may have identical outer or inner faces,
or the outer and 1nner faces may comprise different textures
or materials to provide a desired degree of grip or friction
between the pad and the guitar and/or the pad and the
musician.

In a further preferred form, the pad includes attachment
loops sized to fit over the commonly-found guitar strap
buttons/studs at the base and often on the horns of the guitar
body, and also over shaped portions of the guitar body such
as the horns themselves. In a most preferred form the pad of
the present mnvention includes three elastic attachment loops:
one at the base for attachment to the typical guitar strap
button, and two spaced loops at the “upper ” end of the pad
to fit over a guitar strap button on one horn and over the
other horn directly, or over both horns.

In yet a further preferred form the protective pad 1s equal
to or smaller than the guitar body, 1.¢., 1ts surface area and
contour are such that it lies against the rear surface of the
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cguitar without overlapping the side edges or front of the
guitar, remaining hidden from view during play.

The attachment loops on the pad are preferably made
from a narrow, cord-like elastic material so as to be nearly
invisible to the audience, especially when looped over a horn
of the guitar. The loops may be colored to blend 1n with the
color of the guitar. It 1s also possible to provide the protec-
five pad with removable loops to change loop color or size,
or even to move the loops to different attachment points on
the pad to custom-fit a single pad to different guitars.

These and other features and advantages of the invention
will become apparent upon further reading of this specifi-
cation 1n light of the accompanying drawings described
below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1llustrates a band 1n which one of the guitar players
has a protective pad according to the present invention
secured to the rear surface of his guitar, the pad being shown
in phantom,;

FIG. 2 1s a schematic 1llustration of a guitar’s rear surface

with a protective pad according to the present invention
attached thereto;

FIG. 3 i1s a front or rear surface view (the views being
substantially identical) of a protective pad according to the
present 1nvention, removed from the guitar; and,

FIG. 4 1s a side section view of a sewn loop mount for an
clastic attachment loops according to a preferred form of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENT

Referring first to FIG. 1, a band 10 1s 1llustrated compris-
ing a lead vocalist, a drummer, and lead and bass guitar
players. Bass guitar player 12 1s playing a guitar 14 supplied
with a protective pad 16 (shown in phantom) according to
the present invention. Pad 16 1s secured to the rear side of
the guitar, 1n the 1llustrated example by a number of elastic
loops 164 (also shown in phantom) connected to guitar strap
studs on the base and upper horn of the guitar, and looped
directly over the lower horn. It will be apparent from FIG.
1 that pad 16 1s hidden from the audience, with pad 16 being,
sized and contoured to protect that portion of the rear surface
of the guitar likely to contact the player or his clothing,
especially belt buckles, without overlapping the side edges
or front surface of the guitar.

Another advantage 1n sizing and contouring the inventive
pad to lie enfirely within the boundaries of the rear surface
of the guitar 1s that the pad does not interfere with the
handling or play of the guitar.

From FIG. 1 1t will also be clear that only a very small
portion of elastic loops 16a might be seen by the audience
where the loops engage a guitar strap stud or stretch around
a horn.

Referring next to FIG. 2, guitar 14 1s shown from the rear
to better illustrate inventive pad 16. Guitar 14 1s 1llustrated
as a representative example of an electric guitar comprising,
cuitar body 14a, neck 14b, guitar body rear surface 14c,
upper and lower “horns ” 14d and 14¢ of a style common to
clectric guitars, and guitar strap studs or buttons 14/. It will
be apparent to those skilled in the art that the inventive pad
1s not limited 1n use to the illustrated example, but can be
adapted to varying contours and shapes, and 1s especially
designed for electric guitars.

Pad 16 1s secured against rear surface 14c¢ of the guitar, 1n
a most preferred form by three elastic straps or loops 164, 1n
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the 1illustrated embodiment being formed from a small
diameter elastic cord of known type. It will be apparent to
those skilled in the art that other known materials can be
used for loops 16a Also, while 1t 1s preferred that loops 164
are elastic for simplicity and interchangeability of connec-
tfion to either studs 14/ or horns 14d, 14¢, 1t may be possible
to use non-elastic materials with suitable adjustment mecha-
nisms such as plastic slide locks, hooks, hook and loop
fasteners such as Velcro®, straps with buckles and the like.
However, the use of a small diameter, low profile elastic
cord 1s highly preferred because 1t does not mar the surface
of the guitar, 1t 1s simple and adjustable, 1t does not catch on

clothing, and 1t can be used 1n a thickness equal to or less
than the thickness of pad 16.

And while the most preferred form of loops 16a uses a
closed elastic loop, closeable loops and straps could also be
used.

In the 1llustrated embodiment, pad 16 1s provided with
three elastic loops 164, two of which are connected to guitar
strap studs 14f on the base and top horn 144 of the guitar, and
a third which 1s stretched around the bottom horn 14¢ of the
ouitar. It will be appreciated that the elastic nature of the
cord allows a single pad 16 to accommodate different guitars
with different overall body size, guitar strap stud placement,
and horn shape or location.

Loops 16a are secured to the base and upper two
“corners ” of the contoured pad 16 by loop mounts 165, 1n
the illustrated embodiment (FIG. 4) comprising tabs of the
pad material folded over the base of loop 16a and sewn 1n
place to hold the loop securely to the pad.

It will be appreciated by those skilled 1n the art that the
number and location of loops 16a can be varied according to
the size and shape of the guitar for which a particular pad 16
1s 1ntended to be used, but that the three-loop arrangement
shown generally 1n FIG. 2 1s preferred, as it can accommo-
date most electric guitars available today.

Referring next to FIGS. 3 and 4, pad 16 1s illustrated
comprising two layers of smooth, protective material such as
vinyl or leather, sewn together at seam 16c¢. This makes the
illustrated pad reversible, since front and rear pad faces 16e,
16f (FIG. 4) are identical in texture and material. This
two-layer sewn arrangement also provides a preferred struc-
ture for attaching loops 164 to the pad, best shown 1n FIG.
4. One of the layers 16¢, 16/ forming the pad 1s provided
with an extra tab of material at loop mounting region 165,
which tab 16g can be folded around the base of an associated
loop 16a and between layers 16¢, 16/ to be sandwiched and
sewn between the two layers when seam 16c¢ 1s created. This
1s a preferred arrangement for the sewn embodiment 1llus-
frated by way of non-limiting example, and 1t will be
understood by those skilled 1n the art that other methods of
attaching loops 16a to pad 16 will be apparent to those

skilled 1n the art.

One significant advantage of the 1llustrated loop mounts 1s
that only the folded tab of protective pad material 1s 1n
contact with the guitar surface at each loop’s attachment to
the pad.

While the embodiment of pad 16 illustrated above 1s
shown and described as comprising two identical layers of
material, preferably vinyl or leather, 1t will be understood
that two different materials can be sewn together as layers
16¢, 16/ for different tactile and friction characteristics as
preferred by the individual musician. Leather/vinyl
combinations, rough/smooth combinations, and other
material/surface combinations are possible with the present
invention, although the smooth/smooth surface combination
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1s currently preferred. Pad 16 can also be made from a single
layer of relatively thick, protective material.

While a preferred embodiment has been shown, it will be
understood by those skilled in the art that the invention 1s not
limited to the embodiment illustrated herein, but may be

modified 1n ways which will be apparent to those skilled 1n
the art now that I have disclosed this preferred embodiment
and the general principles of the mnvention. Accordingly, the
invention 1s not to be limited except as defined by the
following claims.

[ claim:

1. A protective device for a guitar, comprising:

a relatively flat, smooth pad adapted to be removably
secured to the body of a guitar such that 1t lies against
a rear surface of the guitar body at least where the rear
surface 1s likely to be contacted by a guitar player’s
body or clothing during play, the pad being sized and
contoured to lie entirely within the confines of the rear
surface of the guitar such that it 1s not visible from 1n
front of the guitar.

2. The protective pad of claim 1, wherein the pad includes
a plurality of loops adapted to be secured to the guitar body.

3. The pad of claim 2, wherein the loops are elastic and
are sized to interchangeably fit over electric guitar strap
studs and electric guitar body horns.

4. The pad of claim 3, wherein the pad mcludes an elastic
loop on a base portion of the pad adapted to engage a guitar
strap stud on the base of an electric guitar, and two spaced
clastic loops on an upper end of the pad adapted to fit over
the upper and lower horns on an electric guitar.

5. The pad of claim 1, wherein the pad comprises a
vinyl-like material.

6. The pad of claim 1, wheremn the pad comprises a
leather-like material.

7. The pad of claim 1, wherein the pad comprises 1nner
and outer layers of the same material.

8. The pad of claim 1, wherein the pad comprises 1nner
and outer layers of different materials.

9. The pad of claim 1, wherein the pad has inner and outer
surfaces having different textures.

10. The pad of claim 2, wherein the loops have a thickness
equal to or less than the thickness of the pad.

11. The pad of claim 2, wherein the pad comprises inner
and outer layers of material sewn together, the loops being,
attached to the pad by way of a base portion of each loop
trapped between sewn portions of the inner and outer layers
of the pad.

12. The pad of claim 1, wherein the pad has mner and
outer surfaces which are reversible.

13. The pad of claim 10, wherein the pad has inner and
outer surfaces which are reversible.

14. In combination with an electric guitar of the type have
a rear surface held in contact with a player’s body, a guitar
strap stud, an upper horn, and a lower horn, a protective pad
for the rear surface of the guitar comprising a relatively flat,
smooth pad sized and contoured to lie against the rear
surface of the guitar 1n a location designed to protect it from
being scratched by the player’s body or clothing during play,
and three elastic loops secured to the pad in locations
corresponding to the guitar strap stud and the horns and
capable of being stretched over the stud and horns to secure
the pad against the rear surface.

15. The pad of claim 14, wherein the pad 1s smaller than
the rear surface of the guitar so as to remain hidden from
view from the front of the guaitar.

16. In combination with an electric guitar of the type
having a rear surface held 1in contact with the player’s body,
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and one or more of a guitar strap stud, an upper horn, and a
lower horn, a removable protective pad for the rear surface
of the guitar comprising a relatively flat, smooth pad sized
and contoured to lie against the rear surface of the guitar 1n

a located designed to protect it from being scratched by the
player’s body or clothing during play, and a plurality of

5

6

elastic loops secured to the pad 1n locations corresponding to
the one or more of a guitar strap stud, an upper horn, and a
lower horn, the loops being capable of being stretched
therecover to removably secure the pad against the rear
surface.
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