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1
SUSPENSION LINK ASSEMBLY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

This invention generally relates to suspension systems for
motor vehicles and, more particularly, to a suspension link
assembly for independent suspensions of a motor vehicle.

2. Discussion

Suspension link assemblies of the type used 1n association
with the rear independent suspension of motor vehicles
typically include an elongated bar or rod which 1s adapted to
pivotably interconnect a suspension member, such as a
control arm, to the vehicle frame. In particular, a fastener
extends through a rubber grommet mounted 1n an eye
formed at one end of the rod to secure the rod for pivotal
movement relative to the frame. Additionally, a ball joint
provided at the opposite end of the rod 1s used to secure the
rod to the control arm and accommodate angular movement
therebetween.

In an effort to deproliferate the number of suspension link
assemblies required for use 1n different vehicular
suspensions, 1t 1s known to provide a modular assembly
consisting of an extension rod and a tie rod assembly.
Typically, the extension rod 1s a solid forged component
having a first end that 1s adapted to be pivotably secured to
the vehicle frame while 1ts second end supports one end of
the tie rod assembly. The opposite end of the tie rod
assembly supports a ball joint that 1s adapted to be secured
to the control arm. In many 1nstances, the tie rod assembly
includes a housing having a threaded shank that 1s screwed
into a threaded aperture formed in the second end of the
extension rod. Thus, suspension link assemblies of various
lengths can be assembled by adjusting the amount of
threaded connection between the tie rod housing and the
extension rod. However, such “threaded” type connection
only provided for incremental length adjustments since the
angular relationship between the ball joint and the extension
rod must be maintained. While such suspension link assem-
blies have proven suitable to perform their intended purpose,
a need exists to continue the development of alternative
assemblies and methods for adjustably connecting the exten-
sion rod to the tie rod assembly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The above and other objects are provided by a suspension
link assembly having the non-threaded shank segment of a
tfie rod housing retained and secured in an open-end socket
formed 1n the end of an extension rail. The tie rod housing
also mcludes an annular ball seat for recerving the ball stud
of a ball joint therein.

According to another object of the present invention, the
extension rail 1s a stamped component having a predeter-
mined length and shape created during the stamping process.
The extension rail 1s fabricated to include an open-ended
channel-type socket which 1s sized to slidably receive the
shank segment of the tie rod housing prior to welding of the
shank segment to the extension rail.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to appreciate the manner 1n which the advantages
and objects of the invention are obtained, a more detailed
description of the 1nvention will be rendered by reference to
specific embodiments thereof which are illustrated in the
appended drawings. Understanding that these drawings only
depict preferred embodiments of the present invention and
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are not therefore to be considered limiting 1n scope, the
invention will be described and explained with additional
specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying
drawings 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of an exemplary vehicular
rear independent suspension with the suspension link assem-
bly of the present invention incorporated therein;

FIG. 2 15 a side view 1n partial cross section illustrating the
suspension link assembly of FIG. 1 1n greater detail;

FIG. 3 1s an enlarged partial view of FIG. 2;
FIG. 4 1s a top view of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 5 1s a partial bottom view of the suspension link
assembly of FIG. 3;

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

In general, the present invention 1s directed toward pro-
viding a suspension limk assembly including a tie rod
assembly having a housing secured (i.e., welded) directly to
an extension rail. The extension rail is preferably manufac-
tured as a stamped component. Furthermore, directly weld-
ing the tie rod housing to the extension rail provides a
stronger interconnection than conventional suspension link
assemblies. The suspension link assembly of the present
invention finds particular applications in the rear indepen-
dent suspension of a motor vehicle.

Turning now to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows a portion of
an exemplary rear wheel independent suspension system,
ogenerally indicated at 10, of the type having a control arm
12 and a spring assembly 14 at each wheel which are
suspended from the vehicle’s subirame assembly 16. Ref-
erence will be made to subframe assembly 16 1n the present
disclosure which connects with regions of the vehicle body
that act as an integrated frame structure. However, those
skilled 1n the art will recognize that many current vehicles do
not have an itegrated vehicle subframe, but instead have a
conventional frame with side rails and cross beams. With
this in mind, subirame assembly 16 is partially shown to
include a longitudinal frame member 18 and a transverse
frame member 20.

As 1s conventional, arm segments 22 of control arm 12 are
pivotally attached to transverse frame member 20 of sub-
frame assembly 16 while spring assembly 14 1s provided for
damping relative movement between suspension 10 and
subframe assembly 16. Spring assembly 14 includes helical
coll spring which 1s retained between an mtermediate por-
tion of control arm 12 and the vehicle body for supporting
the weight of the vehicle body and any loads which are
transmitted through control arm 12. While not shown, a
damper, such as a shock absorber, would also be 1ntercon-
nected between control arm 12 and the vehicle body 1n a
conventional manner. As is also conventional, a knuckle (not
shown) is connected to a lateral mounting flange 24 of
control arm 12. A hub and rotor assembly 26 1s attached to
a spindle portion of the knuckle such that a wheel and tire
may be mounted thereon. In addition, a suspension toe link,
hereinafter referred to as suspension link assembly 28, is
shown pivotably connecting control arm 12 to longitudinal
frame member 18 of subframe assembly 16. Specifically,
suspension link assembly 28 includes an elongated exten-
sion rail 30 which 1s interconnected to a tie rod assembly 32.
A cylindrical eye form 36 is fixed (i.e., welded) to one end
of extension rail 30 and has a rubber grommet 38 mounted
therein. A fastener 40 extends through a sleeve in grommet
38 for pivotally securing extension rail 30 to a mounting
bracket 42 fixed to frame member 18. The opposite end of
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extension rail 30 defines a socket 44 within which a shank
secgment 46 of a tie rod housing 48 1s retained. A ball joint
50 1s supported from tie rod housing 48 to cumulatively
define tie rod assembly 32. Ball joint 50 includes a ball stud
52 having a threaded post 54 which passes through an
aperture formed 1n a boss segment 56 of control arm 12 and
1s secured thereto via lock nut 58, thereby securing tie rod
assembly 32 to control arm 12.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 through §, suspension link
assembly 28 will be described 1n greater detail. In particular,
extension rail 30 i1s an elongated stamped metal component
having eye form 36 fixed at one end and socket 44 formed
at the opposite end. Rail 30 1s generally U-shaped 1n
cross-section and has an upper wall 62 connected to a pair
of lateral side walls 64. As seen, the shape of rail 30 is
slightly scalloped to accommodate the particular suspension
application associated with the specific suspension link
assembly 28 shown.

As best seen from FIG. 5, socket 44 1s primarily formed
by flanged end segments 64A of side walls 64 which define
an open-ended channel-type aperture 66 therebetween.
Preferably, end segments 64A converge such that aperture
66 has a width dimension that 1s complementary to the width
dimension of shank segment 46 such that shank segment 46
can only slide, but not rotate, within socket 44. As such, the
inner surfaces of upper wall 62 and end segments 64 A define
socket 44 which 1s adapted to slidably receive shank seg-
ment 46 of the rod housing 48 therein. In addition, a bore 68
1s formed through upper wall 62 which communicates with
socket 44 to provide visual assistance during assembly.

Once the desired overall length of suspension link assem-
bly 28 1s set during the assembly process by sliding shank
scoment 46 1nto socket 44, a weld joint 1s formed along
exposed co-joint edge surfaces between shank segment 46
and socket 44. The weld joint resists the transfer of excessive
axial and torsional loads between tie rod housing 48 and
extension rail 30. A locator post 67 1s provided on shank
secgment 46 of tie rod housing 48 for precisely setting the
overall length of suspension link assembly 28. The tolerance
between locator post 67 and the center line of ball stud 52
1s closely controlled during manufacturing such that the
overall length of suspension link assembly 28 can be con-
trolled relative to locator post 67, particularly during the
welding process. Referring primarily now to FIGS. 2 and 3,
fie rod assembly 32 1s shown to be assembled from a set of
components including tie rod housing 48 and ball joint 50.
In addition to shank segment 46, tie rod housing 48 1ncludes
an annular bellshaped segment 70 which defines an 1nternal
socket cavity 72. Aball segment 74 of ball stud 52 1s retained
in cavity 72 between a spring scat 76 and a ball seat 78.
Spring seat 76 1s shown inserted 1nto cavity 72 with a spring
80 positioned between an end face of a socket plug 82 and
an end face of spring seat 76. Prior to assembly of ball stud
50 1nto cavity 72 of tie rod housing 48, its post segment 54
1s passed through a bore formed through ball seat 78 such
that a portion of the spherical external surface of ball
secoment 74 engages a partial spherical seat surface formed
in ball seat 78. To provide means for securing ball stud 52
within housing 48, a flange 86 formed on housing 48 1s
deformed to engage the outer perimeter of socket plug 82.
As an alternative, socket plug 82 may be threaded mto
housing 48.

As previously mentioned, shank segment 46 of tie rod
housing 48 1s secured within socket 44 of extension rail 30
by a welding process. As such, any typical methods of
welding, mncluding friction welding or laser welding, are
within the contemplated scope of this invention. Regardless
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of the method used, a weld joint 88 1s created. In accordance
with the present mvention, rail 30 1s preferably stamped to
its desired configuration. Therefore, rails 30 formed during
the stamping process will require only minmimized, if any,
finish machining. As opposed to prior art suspension link
assemblies which utilize forged extension rods, the suspen-
sion link assembly of the present invention disclosed herein
utilizes a stamped extension rod to allow for easier manu-
facturing with reduced costs. One advantage of this suspen-
sion link assembly 1s that there 1s virtually no variation in the
length of the assembly as opposed to that inherently asso-
ciated with the threaded engagement technique used 1n the
prior art. As such, the present invention 1s designed such that
there 1s minimum longitudinal tolerance. The prevention of
dimension changes within the components of the suspension
link assembly provides a more direct and reliable perfor-
mance response for the vehicular suspension.

Those skilled in the art can now appreciate from the
foregoing description that the broad teachings of the present
invention can be 1mplemented 1n a variety of forms.
Therefore, while this invention has been described 1 con-
nection with particular examples thereof, the true scope of
the mvention should not be so limited since other modifi-
cations will become apparent to the skilled practitioner upon
a study of the drawings, specification, and following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A suspension link assembly for interconnecting a
suspension member for movement relative to a frame struc-
ture of a motor vehicle, said suspension link assembly
comprising;

a tie rod assembly including a housing having a non-
threaded shank segment and an annular segment defin-
ing a cavity, and a ball jomnt having a ball segment
retained 1n said cavity and a post segment adapted to be
secured to the suspension member;

an extension rail having a first end adapted to be pivotably
secured to the frame structure and a second end defin-
ing an open-ended socket sized to slip fit and retain said
shank segment of said housing therein for connecting
said tie rod assembly to said extension rail and defining
an overall length of said suspension link assembly that
may be increased or decreased; and

a weld joint between co-joimnt surfaces on said shank
segment of said housing and said rail adjacent to said
socket.

2. A suspension link assembly according to claim 1,
wherein said extension rail 1s generally U-shaped and has a
pair of laterally-spaced side walls extending from an upper
wall, said side walls having convergent flange segments for
defining said open-ended socket.

3. A suspension link assembly for use in a vehicular
suspension system to interconnect a frame structure and a
suspension member, said suspension link assembly compris-
ng:

a ball stud having a ball segment and a post adapted to be

fixably coupled to the suspension member;

a housing including an annular segment defining a cavity
within which said ball segment of said ball stud 1is
rotatably supported, said housing further including a
non-threaded shank segment extending from said annu-
lar segment; and

a stamped extension rail having an open-ended socket at
a first end sized to engage and retain said shank
segment of said housing therein such that an overall
length of said suspension link assemble may be
increased or decreased, and a second end adapter to be
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pivotably coupled to said frame for transmitting force
between the suspension member and the frame while
allowing angular movement therebetween, said shank
segment of said housing being welded 1n said socket of
said extension rail.

4. The suspension link assembly of said claim 3 further
comprising a weld joint between co-joint surfaces of said
shank segment and said extension rail adjacent said socket.

5. The suspension link assembly of claim 3 further
comprising a locator on said non-threaded shank segment
for providing a reference when setting said overall length of
said suspension link assembly prior to welding said shank
segment to said extension rail.

6. A suspension system for a motor vehicle comprising:

a frame structure;
a suspension member; and

a suspension link assembly interconnecting said frame
structure and said suspension member, said suspension
link assembly including a tie rod assembly imncluding a
housing having a non-threaded shank segment and an
annular segment defining a cavity, and a ball joint
retained 1n said cavity and secured to said suspension
member, said suspension link assembly further includ-
ing an extension rail having a first end pivotably
secured to said frame structure and a second end
defining an open-ended socket which 1s sized to slip fit
and retain said shank segment of said housing therein
for connecting said tie rod assembly to said extension
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rail and defining an overall length of said suspension
link assembly that may be increased or decreased, and
a weld jomnt between co-joint surfaces of said shank
segment and said rail adjacent said socket.
7. A method of assembling a suspension link assembly,
said method comprising:

providing a tie rod assembly including a ball joint and a
housing having a shank segment and an annular seg-

ment defining a cavity in which said ball joint 1s
mounted;

providing an extension rail having an open-ended socket
in a first end thereof;

sliding said shank segment of said housing into said
socket, said shank adapted for relative axial movement
therein such that an overall length of said suspension
link assembly may be increased or decreased; and

welding said shank segment of said housing to surfaces of

said extension rail adjacent to said socket.

8. The method of claim 7 wherein said step of providing
sald extension rail further comprises providing a stamped
extension rail having a generally U-shaped configuration
including a pair of laterally spaced side walls extending
from an upper wall, said side walls having convergent flange
segments for defining said socket.

9. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of
welding an eye-form to a second end of said extension rail.
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