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1
WRITING INSTRUMENT HOLDER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention pertains to a writing 1nstrument
holder for a vehicle or the like, and particularly to a writing
instrument holder which can securely and reliably retain
substantially any size writing mstrument in a vibration-
preventing manner, and such that the writing instrument 1s

conveniently accessible to vehicle occupants.
2. Description of the Relevant Art

There are many known writing 1nstrument holders which
may be used or are designed for use 1n vehicles. For
example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,962,874, 5,180,089, 5,301,856,
5,379,929, and 5,484,066 ecach disclose a holder device
which may be used to hold a writing instrument or the like
in a vehicle. The holder in U.S. Pat. No. 4,962,874 1s an
clongate bracket or recess defined 1n a back surface of a rigid
plate or board and sized to receive a writing 1nstrument
theremn. The holder device of U.S. Pat. No. 5,180,089
(shown in FIG. 7 thereof) is simply a horizontal groove
defined 1in an upper surface of a flat plate and shaped to
support a writing instrument therein, as well as a central,
enlarged opening defined completely through the flat plate at
the center of the groove and through which a finger or the
like may be 1nserted for pushing the writing instrument
upwardly out of the groove. The holder disclosed in U.S.
Pat. No. 5,301,856 1s stmply a plurality of sleeves secured to
one face of a sun visor or the like, each of the sleeves being
adapted to receive a writing mstrument therein. The holder
disclosed 1 U.S. Pat. No. 5,379,929 1s a loop of rigid
material extending from one face of a sun visor or the like,
and which 1s adapted to engage an intermediate portion of
the writing instrument inserted therethrough. The holder
disclosed m U.S. Pat. No. 5,484,066 1s a unitary, plastic
molded member including a flat backing plate having adhe-
sive provided on a back surface thereof for being adhesively
bonded to a vehicle dashboard or the like, and a plurality of
flexible clip structures extending perpendicularly away from
the backing plate, each of which 1s adapted to support a
writing instrument. The clip structures each include a pair of
substantially semispherical arms which may be flexed away
from each other for applying a gripping force to a writing
instrument 1nserted therein, and the clip structures are pro-
vided 1n two different sizes for accommodating the different-
sized 1nstruments.

Although each of the known writing instrument holders
may be effectively used for its intended purpose, there are
limitations and disadvantages associated therewith. For
example, none of the known holders may be etfectively used
to hold many different size writing imnstruments. Rather, each
of the holders disclosed 1n U.S. Pat. Nos., 4,962,874, 5,180,
089, 5,301,856 and 5,379,929 1s fairly limited to stably
supporting a single, given sized writing instrument, while
the holder of U.S. Pat. No. 5,484,066 simply includes two
different sized clip structures for supporting two different
sized writing instruments.

Relatedly, if the known holders 1n the discussed patents
were used, or attempted to be used, 1n relation to different
sized writing instruments the holder would be damaged or
permanently distorted from its optimum configuration and/
or at least one of the writing instruments would not be
securely retained by the holder, causing annoying vibrations
and/or disengagement of the writing 1nstruments relative to
the holders during vehicle travel.

Further, several of the known holders project within the
passenger compartments of the vehicles, which 1s undesir-
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able because the holders take up valuable space and may
obstruct the view of or come 1n contact with vehicle occu-
pants. Relatedly, the holders tend to detract from the appear-
ance of the vehicle’s interior.

On the other hand, some of the known holders are not
conveniently accessible because vehicle occupants are
required to manipulate portions of the holder structures,
such as by opening up a sun visor, to expose the writing
instrument, and because the known holders generally require
the holder structure to be gripped with one hand while the
writing 1nstrument 1s removed with the other.

The present invention has been developed to overcome
the disadvantages and limitations of known writing 1nstru-
ment holders, including those discussed above, and to gen-
crally fulfill the need 1n the art for a writing instrument
holder which 1s relatively simple in structure, readily
adaptable/adjustable for use with substantially any size
writing 1nstrument, has a favorable, inconspicuous
appearance, and 1s convenient to use when disposed within
a vehicle.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention, there 1s provided 1n combi-
nation a holder for an object and a console for a vehicle,
comprising:

a first groove formed 1n the console for receiving the
object;

a second groove formed 1n the console adjacent to the first
ogroove; and

a clip removably secured i the second groove and
extending over the first groove for retaining the object in the
first groove.

With such combination according to the invention, a
writing 1nstrument or other object 1s supported directly on
the vehicle console for convenient access by vehicle
occupants, and 1s otherwise stably held against movement
while the vehicle is traveling by the cooperation between the
first groove and the clip which extends over the first groove.

Preferably, the clip 1s composed of a flexible, resilient
material such as rubber so that i1t can engage the object with
a modest force to maintain the object stably in place without
vibrations while the vehicle i1s traveling, and without the
provision of a spring or other separate biasing means. Also,
by forming the clip of a flexible, resilient material, it can be
used to selectively hold different objects with different sized
diameters, while still returning to its original shape once the
object 1s removed.

Further, the second groove will preferably be elongate and
the clip will be slidable along the second groove relative to
the first groove for facilitating 1nsertion and removal of the
object relative to the first groove. Most preferably, the
second groove will extend at an angle within the console and
the first groove will extend substantially parallel to the
surface of a console such that an object-engaging portion of
the clip will project a varying amount above the console
surface for thereby adjusting the size of a gap between the
clip and the first groove, such that different sized objects
may be securely retained by simply sliding the clip member
along the second groove to an appropriate location. Still
further, the clip may preferably be selectively removable
from the second groove for, again, facilitating insertion and
removal of an object relative to the first groove.

It 1s also preferable that the second groove will include a
lateral channel and the clip will include a laterally extending
leg engaging the second groove such that the side movement
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of the clip 1s mimimized. Similarly, 1t 1s preferred that the
console will include a side wall projecting above the console
surface at one side thereof, the second groove will be
disposed adjacent to the side wall, and the clip will abut
against the side wall for stabilizing the clip as 1t 1s slid along
the second groove or maintained in a position of the second
ogroove and, again, for limiting side movement of the clip.

It 1s an object of the invention to provide a writing
instrument or other object holder for a vehicle having a
simple, economic construction, and which can securely hold
different sized writing instrument(s) in a vibration free
manner.

It 1s another object of the i1nvention to provide such a
writing 1nstrument holder which 1s compact 1n size,
unobtrusive, and has a favorable appearance.

It 1s a further object of the invention to provide such a
writing instrument holder which 1s readily adjustable and/or
readily removable for accommodating different sized writ-
ing instruments or other objects.

It 1s yet another object of the mvention to provide such a
writing 1nstrument holder which holds a writing instrument
in a manner such that the mstrument 1s conveniently acces-
sible to occupants of the vehicle.

Other objects, advantages and salient features of the
invention will be apparent from the following detailed
description, which, when taken in conjunction with the
annexed drawings, discloses the presently preferred embodi-
ments of the ivention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a first presently preferred
embodiment of the invention 1n which a writing 1nstrument
holder 1s provided 1in combination with the shifter console of
a vehicle.

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view taken along line 2—2 in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 18 a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 2, but 1n
which the sliding leg portion of a holder clip 1s modified to

extend away from the first groove and into a side wall of the
console.

FIG. 4 1s a view similar to FIG. 2, but showing a second

presently preferred embodiment of the invention in which
the console does not 1nclude a side wall.

FIG. 5 1s a side view, partly 1n section, showing the
manner 1n which the second groove 1s angled downwardly
within the console according to either of the first and second
embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 6 1s a top plan view showing the clip member
engaged within the second groove according to either of the
first and second embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGS. 1, 2, § and 6 there 1s shown a first
presently preferred embodiment of a holder structure
according to the mvention. The holder structure includes a
console 2 and a holder means 4 1n operative cooperation.
The console 2 may, for example, be a shifter console for a
vehicle as depicted, including a planar upper surface 6 and
a pair of side walls 8 which project above the planar surface
6 at opposite sides thereof.

The holder means 4 comprises a first groove 10 defined in
the planar surface 6 of the console and which 1s shaped such
that a writing instrument 12 or other object may rest or be
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supported therein; a second groove 14 disposed adjacent to
a first groove 10 and extending downwardly into the console
2 further than the first groove 10; and a clip 16 having a
lower portion 18 thereof secured within the second groove
14 and an upper portion 20 thereof which projects above the
first groove 10 such that the writing mstrument 12 may be
stably supported between the first groove and the upper
projecting portion of the clip.

The first groove 10 1s preferably only a shallow groove
defined 1n the console surface 6 such that a writing 1nstru-
ment 12 loosely engages a surface of the groove 10, but 1s

not securely engaged thereby, such as would be the case it
a first groove 10 were formed more deeply into the surface
6 and a writing instrument 12 were snap-fitted thereto. The
first groove 10 1s an elongate, narrow groove corresponding
to a shape of most writing instruments, and will preferably
have tapered ends for facilitating removal of the writing
instrument 12 therefrom, e.g. the instrument may be
removed by simply sliding the mstrument along the first
cgroove until 1t extends beyond one end thereof.

The second groove 14 1s preferably also an elongate
ogroove, although not as long as the first groove 10, and will
preferably be substantially L-shaped in cross section with a
wider, lateral channel 14' at a lower end thereof for receiving
a correspondingly shaped lower portion or leg 18 of the clip
16 therein. Such shape of the second groove 14 and the
lower portion 18 of the clip permits the clip to be stably slid
along the second groove 14 while limiting sideways move-
ment of the clip 1n a direction perpendicular to the second
cgroove 14. Sliding movement of the clip 1s very desirable for
facilitating insertion and removal of the writing instrument
12 1nto the first groove 10 because the clip can be slid toward
one end of the first groove when the writing instrument 1s to
be 1nserted or removed, and the clip can be shid toward the
center of the first groove for securing the writing instrument
in place between the clip and the first groove.

Additionally, the second groove will also preferably be
disposed directly adjacent to one of the projecting side walls
8 of the console 2 as shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2 such that the
clip 16 abuts against an 1nner face of the side wall when the
clip 1s inserted 1n the second groove 14, for again stabilizing
the clip 16 1n a stationary position therecof and as it 1s slid
along the second groove, while minimizing sideways move-
ment of the clip.

Still further, and as best shown 1n FIG. 6, the second
oroove 14 will preferably be enlarged at one end 14" thereot
such that the lower portion 18 of the clip 16 can be readily
and easily inserted into or removed from the second groove
14 by hand, without any special tool, by sitmply inserting the
lower portion of the clip into the second groove 14 through
the enlarged end portion 14" thereof.

With reference to FIG. 5, the second groove 14 preferably
extends 1nto the console at a downwardly inclined slope
from one end to the other therecof, whereas the first groove
10 extends parallel to the planar surface 6 of the console; and
correspondingly a narrow band 6' of the surface 6 of the
console between the first and second grooves 10, 14 also
extends downwardly at an incline from one end thereof
toward the other as shown i FIGS. 1 and 5. Due to such
arrangement, the upper portion 20 of the clip 16 projects to
a varying extent above the planar surface 6 as the clip 1s shd
along the second groove 14. This 1s very desirable because
it permits the holding means 4 to readily and easily accom-
modate different sized writing instruments having different
diameters by simply sliding the clip to a position where the
writing 1nstrument is securely engaged between the clip and
the first groove 10.
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As best shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2, and as briefly described
above, the clip 16 preferably has the substantially L-shaped
lower portion 18 which fits into the second groove 14 for
being slid therealong and an upper portion 20 extending
upwardly from the lower portion and projecting horizontally
over the first groove 10 such that the writing instrument 12
may be securely engaged between the upper portion 20 and
the surface 6 of the console defining the first groove. More
particularly, and with reference to FIG. 2, the lower surface
20" of the projecting arm of the upper portion of the clip 16
1s preferably concave 1n shape such that a substantially
circular opening 1s defined between the first groove and the
clip, corresponding to the circular cross-sectional shape of

most writing instruments.

Also, 1t 1s preferable according to the invention that the
clip 16 will be constructed of a flexible, resilient material
such as rubber. This 1s desirable because the clip may be
flexed to accommodate different sized writing instruments
even 1f 1t 1s not slid along the second groove 14, and after a
writing instrument 1s removed the clip will resiliently flex
back to 1ts original, optimum shape even after it 1s used to
retain several different sized writing instruments. The
resilient, flexible nature of the clip 16 1s also desirable
because the clip can then be moved to a position where it
engages the writing instrument with a small amount of force
corresponding to the flexing of the upper portion 20 of the
clip, such that the writing instrument cannot vibrate against
the surface of the console defining the first groove 10 nor
become disengaged therefrom while the vehicle 1s traveling.

As discussed above, the L-shape of the lower portion of
the clip 16 cooperates with the correspondingly shaped
second groove to permit sliding movement of the clip, while
limiting sideways movement thereof, while relatedly the
side wall 8 of the console engages a relatively large side face
of the clip for stabilizing the clip and, again, limiting
sideways movement thereof. Additionally, the upper portion
of the clip will preferably include a shoulder 16' which
extends horizontally over the planar surface 6 of the console
toward the first groove 10. Such shoulder 16' provides
additional stability to the clip when the clip engages a
writing nstrument 12 or 1s slid along the second groove 14.

Referring to FIG. 3, there 1s shown a modification of clip
and console according to the first embodiment. In the
modification of FIG. 3, the lower portion 118 of the clip 116
and the sidewall 108 of the console are modified such that
the lower portion 118 of the clip has the same dimension as
the upper portion 120 of the clip from which 1t extends, and
in that a lateral channel 114' of the second groove 114
extends away from the first groove 110 1nto the sidewall 108,
and a lateral extension of the lower clip portion 118 extends
into such lateral channel 114'. The clip 116 and console 102
thus modified function equivalently to the embodiment

shown 1n FIGS. 1, 2, § and 6 and achieves all of the
advantages thereotf.

Referring to FIG. 4 there 1s shown a cross-sectional side
view similar to FIG. 2, but showing a second presently
preferred embodiment of the invention. The second embodi-
ment 1s 1dentical to the first embodiment 1n all aspects except
that the second groove 214 1s formed 1n a flat section of the
console 202 which 1s not adjacent to any projecting side wall
of the console, and 1n that the upper portion of the clip 216
1s modified to mnclude not only a first shoulder 216' extend-
ing toward the first groove 210, but also to include a second
shoulder 216" extending away from the first groove 210. The
second shoulder 216" of the clip 216 provides additional
stability against sideways movement of the clip when it 1s
engaging a writing instrument or as it 1s slid along the
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second groove 214 comparable to the stability achieved 1n
the first embodiment by engagement of the side face of the
clip 16 with the sidewall 8 of the console. Again, the second
embodiment of the invention achieves all of the advantages
that are achieved by the first embodiment of the invention as
discussed above.

Although there have been described what are present
considered to be the preferred embodiments of the
invention, 1t will be understood by persons skilled in the art
that various modifications and changes can be made thereto
without departing from the gist, spirit, or essence of the
invention. For example, although the above embodiments
have been discussed in relation to a holder for a writing
mstrument, it will be understood that the holder device of the
invention could be used to hold other objects including other
tubular or cylindrical members such as a flashlight, objects
such as cellular phones, etc. Also, although the above
preferred embodiments have been described 1n relation to a
console having a planar, horizontal surface, the holder
device could 1nvolve a vertical surface, a slanted surface,
ctc.

The scope of the 1invention 1s, therefore, indicated by the
appended claims, rather than by the foregoing description of
the presently preferred embodiments.

I claim:

1. A combination of a holder for an object and a console
for a vehicle comprising;:

a first groove formed 1n said console for receiving said
object;

a second groove formed 1n said console adjacent to said
first groove; and

a clip removably secured 1n said second groove and
extending over said first groove for retaining said
object 1n said first groove;

said clip being slidable along said second groove parallel

to said first groove.

2. The combination according to claim 1, wherein said
clongate second groove extends into said console 1n an
inclined manner such that a projecting portion of said clip
projects a varying amount relative to a surface of the console
as the clip 1s slid along said second groove.

3. The combination according to claim 2, whereimn said
second groove 1s mclined from one end thereof toward the
other end thereof.

4. The combination according to claim 1, wheremn said
clongate second groove includes an enlarged section, and
said clip 1s selectively insertable into and removable from
said second groove at said enlarged section.

5. The combination according to claim 1, wheremn said
clip 1s composed of a flexible, resilient material.

6. The combination according to claim S, wherein said
clip 1s composed of rubber.

7. The combination according to claim 1, wherem said
second groove mcludes a lateral channel, said clip includes
a leg, and said leg engages said lateral channel of said
second groove such that sideways movement of the clip 1s
minimized.

8. The combination according to claim 1, wheremn said
second groove 1s substantially L-shaped 1n cross section, and
a lower portion of said clip secured 1n said second groove 1s
correspondingly L-shaped 1n cross-section.

9. The combination according to claim 1, wherein said
clip includes at least one shoulder engaging said console
adjacent to said second groove for stability.

10. The combination according to claim 1, wherein said
console mcludes a sidewall projecting beyond a surface of
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sald console 1 which said first groove 1s defined, said
second groove 1s located adjacent to said sidewall, and said
sidewall engages a face of said clip.

11. An object holding device comprising;:

a first groove defined 1n a support surface for receiving an
object therein;

holder means disposed adjacent to the first groove for
engaging the object received in the first groove to
stably maintain the object between the first groove and
the holder means; and

means for receiving said holder means such that said
holder means 1s slidably adjustable along the length of
said first groove.

12. A holder device according to claim 11, wherein said
receiving means includes a second groove defined in the
support surface adjacent to said first groove and said holder
means 1ncludes a clip having a first portion secured 1n said
second groove for sliding movement therealong and a sec-
ond portion extending over said first groove for engagement
with the object.

13. A holder device according to claim 12, wherein said
clip 1s composed of a flexible, resilient material such that
said second portion thereof may be resiliently tlexed toward
and away from said {irst groove.

14. A holder device according to claim 13, wherein said
clip 1s composed of rubber.
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15. A holder device according to claim 11, wherein said
holder means 1s adjustable such that said holder means can
engage different sized objects as said holder means 1s slid
relative to said first groove.

16. A holder device according to claim 12, wherein said
receiving means further includes means for stabilizing the
clip against movement 1n a direction other than a direction
in which the clip 1s slid.

17. A holder device according to claim 12, wherein said
second groove 1ncludes an enlarged section, and said clip 1s
selectively 1nsertable mto and removable from said second
oroove at said enlarged section.

18. A holder device according to claim 12, wherein the
upper portion of said clip includes a concave surface dis-
posed opposite to said first groove for defining a substan-
tially circular opening therebetween.

19. A holder device according to claim 11, wherein said
holder means moves 1n a direction parallel to said first
ogroove as the holder means 1s slid along said first groove
between different operative positions of the holder means.

20. The combination according to claim 9, wherein said
clip includes a leg received 1n said second groove and said
shoulder 1s disposed outside of said second groove.
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