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1
LANDING NET

This invention relates to a landing net for use 1n fly
fishing.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In this field 1t 1s already known that landing nets are used
to assist 1n the landing of fish caught by rod and line by using
the landing net to support the fish as it 1s removed from the
walter.

Folding versions of landing nets are also known, whereby
the landing net comprises a rigid handle of a distinct length,
and a hoop shaped net frame on which the net 1s carried,
where the net frame 1s coupled to one end of the handle by
a hinge mechanism. The net frame 1s moveable between an
in-use position where 1t and the handle coincide 1n the same
plane, and a folded position 1n which the net frame 1s pivoted
around the end of the handle such that the handle lies across
the middle of the net frame for ease of transportation.

In the fly fishing art, 1t 1s also known for rigid or
collapsible fly line trays to be used to aid casting during ily
fishing, whereby the fly line tray helps to prevent the line
from tangling, allowing the line to shoot and cast farther.

However, by having separate landing nets and fly line
frays, this clearly means that the fisher would have to
purchase both items, and further means that the line tray
must be carried by the fisher over and above the landing net.
Further, although a line tray will be used by the fisher
throughout the days fishing, the landing net will not be used
until a fish 1s caught.

Further, conventional folding landing nets have the dis-
advantage 1n that there 1s a tendency for the net to become
entangled 1n the hinge mechanism when 1t 1s being unfolded.
Also the loose netting 1s prone to snagging on trees, bushes
and reeds which normally populate the riverbank fishing
environment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the present invention there i1s provided a
landing net comprising a net body member, a handle, one
end of the handle being secured to the net body member; and
a hinge mechanism mounted at a location in the handle
between the two ends of the handle to permit a folding
section of the handle to be folded between a first configu-
ration where substantially the whole length of the handle
extends away from the net body member, and a second
configuration 1 which the other end of the handle 1is
substantially adjacent to the net body member.

Preferably, when the folding section of the handle 1s in the
second configuration, the other end of the handle 1s selec-
fively attachable to the net body member.

Preferably, the net body member comprises a hoop shaped
member to which the net 1s attached.

Preferably, the hoop shaped member defines a plane, and
the hinge mechanism 1s arranged such that when the handle
1s folded, the folding section of the handle moves 1n a plane
parallel to the plane of the hoop shaped member, and more
preferably, the folding section of the handle moves 1n a plane
coincident to the plane of the hoop shaped member.

Typically, when the handle 1s 1n the first configuration, the
handle 1s 1 a locked configuration.

Preferably, when the handle 1s in the second
configuration, the handle i1s selectively attachable to the
hoop shaped member by means of a handle attaching device.
Preferably, the handle attaching device 1s a link between the
handle and the hoop shaped member.
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Typically, the handle attaching device comprises a bore
into which the handle 1s inserted when the handle 1s 1n the

second configuration, and an attachment clip for attachment
of the handle attaching device to the hoop shaped member.

Preferably, the net body member comprises a second hoop
shaped member which 1s located on a plane parallel to the
first hoop shaped member, and more preferably, the longi-
tudinal axis of the second hoop shaped member 1s coincident
with the longitudinal axis of the first hoop shaped member.

Typically, the handle attaching device further comprises a
second attaching means for attachment of the handle attach-
ing device to the second hoop shaped member.

Typically, the handle attaching device 1s secured to a belt
which typically 1s to be worn by the user of the folding
landing net.

Typically, when the handle 1s 1n the second configuration,
the net 1s pulled taught over the planar surface area of the
second hoop shaped member to form a tray.

Preferably, the selective hinge mechanism comprises a
locking member to lock the hinge mechanism when the
handle 1s in the first configuration. Typically, the locking
member 1s a slidable sleeve which 1s slidable over the hinge
mechanism. Typically, the slidable sleeve 1s located around
the hinge mechanism 1n the first configuration of the folding
section of the handle, and 1s spaced from the hinge mecha-

nism 1n the second configuration of the folding section of the
handle.

Preferably, the slidable sleeve 1s biassed to be located
around the hinge mechanism, and more preferably, the
slidable sleeve 1s biassed by a spring.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

An embodiment of the invention will now be described,
by way of example only, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a landing net, in accor-

dance with the present invention, 1n an open conflguration,
for use when landing a {fish;

FIG. 2 15 a perspective view of the landing net of FIG. 1,
in a folded configuration, for use as a line tray, a laydown
arca, or a rod rest support;

FIG. 3 1s a cut away view of a portion on the landing net

of FIG. 2, showing the folding hinge mechanism in more
detail; and

FIG. 4 1s a cut away view of a portion on the landing net
of FIG. 2, showing the support block in more detail.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring firstly to FIG. 1, a landing net 1s shown which
comprises a handle 13, one end of which 1s secured to both
ends of a net body member, 1n the form of a net frame 17,
by screws. The net frame 17 1s hoop shaped and 1s threaded
through a first loop formed at the open end of a netting 19,
such that the net frame 17 carries the netting 19. A gap 1s left
in the first loop of the netting 19 to form a net clip slot 20.
A second loop, which 1s parallel to the first loop but spaced
therefrom, 1s formed in the netting 19 through which 1is
located a spacer ring 18, which 1s also hoop shaped.

A biassing means 1n the form of a spring 16 1s located
around the outer circumference of the handle 13, and 1s
restrained at one end by a retaining sleeve 21. The other end
of the spring 16 is attached to one end of a locking sleeve 14,
such that when the locking sleeve 14 1s 1n the position on the
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handle shown in FIG. 1, the locking sleeve 14 straddles (and
masks in FIG. 1) a hmge mechanism 1n the form of a knuckle
joint 15 (see FIG. 2) which 1s located at a distinct location
on the handle 13. The landing net as shown 1n FIG. 1 15 1n
the fully open configuration ready to be used as a landing net
to aid the landing of a fish when caught by the fisher.
Referring now to FIG. 2, a belt 10 1s worn around the
waist of the fisher (not shown) using the landing net. A

support block 11 1s secured to a portion of the waist belt 10,
such that 1n use of the waist belt 10, the support block 11 1s

located adjacent the midrit of the fisher. A retaining clip 12
1s mounted on the front face of the support block 11. The
support block 11 also comprises an aperture which extends
horizontally through the support block 11, and which 1is
arranged parallel to the portion of the waist belt 10 on which
the support block 11 1s mounted.

In order to convert the configuration of the landing net
shown in FIG. 1, to that shown 1n FIG. 2, the following
operation 1s observed. The other end of the net handle 13 1s
threaded through the aperture until it protrudes outwardly
from the support block 11, as shown 1n FIG. 2. The locking
sleeve 14 1s then moved by hand by sliding 1t along a length
of the handle 13, towards the one end of the handle 13, and
thus against the biassing action of the spring 16. The locking
sleeve 14 preferably has a tactile outer surface to facilitate
oripping by hand. As the locking sleeve 14 1s so moved, the
knuckle jomnt 15 1s exposed, which permits the ﬁsher to
rotate the net frame 17 about the knuckle joint 15, which can
be seen 1in FIG. 3. The handle 13, the knuckle joint 15 and
the net frame 17 are arranged such that the net frame 17
rotates on the same plane as the handle 13. Thus, the net
frame 17 1s adapted to be moved until a portion of its
circumference makes contact with the support block 11. The
net frame 17 and the support block 11 are arranged such that
it 1s the net clip slot 20 and the retaining clip 12 that make
contact. Thus, the net frame 17 can be clipped over the
retaining clip 12 through the net clip slot 20. The net frame
17 1s thereafter restrained from movement with respect to

the support block 11 and the handle 13.

The spacer ring 18 1s tucked and thus located under the
bottom edge of the support block 11, such that the netting 19
between the net frame 17 and the spacer ring 18 1s taught.
The longitudinal axis of the spacer ring 18 1s now coincident
with the longitudinal axis of the net frame 17. As can be seen
in FIG. 4, the loose netting 19 located below the spacer ring
18 1s pushed up and tucked between the midriff of the
fisher’s waist and the support block 11, and the weight and
the resultant cantilever action of the net frame 17 keeps this
netting 19 firmly 1n place. The netting 19 which lies on the
cross sectional area of the spacer ring 18 1s thus also taught,
and can be used as a line tray, a tool laydown area, or a rod
rest area, since the netting 19 located between the net frame
17 and the spacer ring 18 creates, and acts as, a sidewall. The
landing net 1s now 1n the folded configuration.

To move the landing net back to the open configuration,
the loose netting 19 1s removed from between the support
block 11 and the mudriff of the fisher’s waist, and the net
frame 17 1s removed from the retaining clip 12. The net
frame 17 can now be rotated about the knuckle joint 15 and,
in addition, this rotational movement 1s assisted by the
biassing action of the spring 16 acting on the locking sleeve
14, since the locking sleeve 14 will act upon the knuckle
joint 15. The biassing action of the spring acting on the
locking sleeve can be more clearly seen 1n FIG. 3.

The other end of the handle 13 can now be withdrawn
from the aperture of the support block 11, when required.

The invention has the advantage that the landing net can
be constantly used 1n the folded configuration during actual
fishing as opposed to a conventional landing net which 1is
used infrequently.
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There are various applications 1n which the landing net
can be used when 1n the folded configuration, such as a fly
line tray to aid casting, as a laydown area used as a working
platform while changing flies, lines, reels or leaders and as
a rod rest.

The invention further has the advantage since 1t 1s always
at hand, and can be quickly converted back to a landing net
for landing fish (i.e. the open configuration), by using only
one hand.

Further, when a fisher 1s wading, the net can be used as a
laydown area or a rod rest thereby reducing the need to come
ashore.

Further, the side-folding semi-automatic operation keeps
the netting away from the folding hinge mechanism thereby
avolding tangles.

Also, loose netting 1s secured under the support block 11,
further preventing the netting becoming entangled in trees,
bushes and reeds and the like, 1n contrast to a conventional
net where the netting 1s left 1n a suspended configuration.

Further, the landing net 1s always visible as 1t 1s worn on
the front of a fishers waist and 1s therefore less likely to be
misplaced or forgotten.

Modifications and 1improvements may be made without
departing from the scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A landing net comprising a net body member, a handle,
one end of the handle being secured to the net body member;
and a hinge mechanism mounted at a location 1n the handle
between two ends of the handle to permit a folding section
of the handle to be folded between a first configuration
where substantially the whole length of the handle extends
away from the net body member, and a second configuration
in which the folding section of the handle is substantially
adjacent to the net body member, and when the folding
section of the handle 1s in the second configuration, the
folding section of the handle 1s selectively attachable to the
net body member, wherein the net body member comprises
a first hoop shaped member to which the net 1s attached, and
a second hoop shaped member which 1s located on a plane
substantially parallel to the first hoop shaped member.

2. A landing net according to claim 1, wherein the hoop
shaped member defines a plane, and the hinge mechanism 1s
arranged such that when the handle 1s folded, the folding
section of the handle moves 1n a plane substantially parallel
to the plane of the hoop shaped member.

3. Alanding net according to claim 2, wherein the folding
section of the handle moves 1n a plane coincident to the
plane of the of the hoop shaped member.

4. A landing net according to claim 1, wherein when the
handle 1s 1n the first configuration, the handle 1s 1n a locked
conilguration.

5. A landing net according to claim 1, wherein when the
handle 1s in the second configuration, the handle 1s selec-
tively attachable to the hoop shaped member by means of a
handle attaching device.

6. A landing net according to claim 1, wherein a longi-
tudinal axis of the second hoop shaped member 1s comncident
with a longitudinal axis of the first hoop shaped member.

7. A landing net according to claim 6, wherein the handle
attaching device further comprises a second attaching means
for attachment of the handle attaching device to the second
hoop shaped member.

8. A landing net according to claim 5, wherein the handle
attaching device 1s securable to a belt.

9. A landing net according to claim 1, wherein when the
handle 1s 1n the second configuration, the net 1s capable of
being pulled taught over the planar surface area of the
second hoop shaped member to form a tray.

10. A landing net according to claim 3, wherein the hinge
mechanism comprises a locking member to lock the hinge
mechanism when the handle 1s 1n the first configuration.
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11. A landing net according to claim 10, wherein the
locking member 1s a slidable sleeve which 1s slidable over
the hinge mechanism.

12. A landing net according to claim 11, wherein the
slidable sleeve 1s located around the hinge mechanism 1n the
first configuration of the folding section of the handle, and
1s spaced from the hinge mechanism in the second configu-
ration of the folding section of the handle.

13. A landing net according to claim 11, wherein the
slidable sleeve 1s biased to be located around the hinge
mechanism.

14. A landing net according to claim 13 wheremn the
slidable sleeve 1s biased by a spring.

15. A landing net comprising a net body member, a
handle, one end of the handle being secured to the net body
member; and a hinge mechanism mounted at a location in
the handle between two ends of the handle to permit a
folding section of the handle to be folded between a first
coniliguration where substantially the whole length of the
handle extends away from the net body member, and a
second configuration in which the folding section of the
handle 1s substantially adjacent to the net body member, and
when the folding section of the handle 1s in the second
configuration, the folding section of the handle is selectively
attachable to the net body member and wherein the net body
member comprises a hoop shaped member to which the net
1s attached, the hoop shaped member defining a plane, and
the hinge mechanism 1s arranged such that when the handle
1s folded, the folding section of the handle moves 1n a plane
coincident to the plane of the hoop shaped member, the
hinge mechanism comprising a locking member to lock the
hinge mechanism when the handle is 1n the first configura-
fion.

16. A landing net according to claim 15, wherein when the
handle 1s 1n the first configuration, the handle 1s 1 a locked
configuration.

17. Alanding net according to claim 15, wherein when the
handle i1s in the second configuration, the handle 1s selec-
fively attachable to the hoop shaped member by means of a
handle attaching device.

18. A landing net according to claim 17, wherein the net
body member comprises a second hoop shaped member
which 1s located on a plane parallel to the first hoop shaped
member, wherein the longitudinal axis of the second hoop
shaped member 1s coincident with the longitudinal axis of
the first hoop shaped member, and wherein the handle
attaching device further comprises a second attaching means
for attachment of the handle attaching device to the second
hoop shaped member.

19. A landing net according to claim 17, wherein the
handle attaching device 1s securable to a belt.

20. A landing net according to claim 15, wherein the net
body member comprises a second hoop shaped member
which 1s located on a plane parallel to the first hoop shaped
member, and wherein when the handle 1s 1n the second
conflguration, the net 1s capable of being pulled taught over
the planar surface area of the second hoop shaped member
to form a tray.

21. A landing net according to claim 15, wherein the
locking member 1s a slidable sleeve which 1s slidable over
the hinge mechanism.

22. A landing net according to claim 21, wherein the
slidable sleeve 1s located around the hinge mechanism 1n the
first configuration of the folding section of the handle, and
1s spaced from the hinge mechanism in the second configu-
ration of the folding section of the handle.

23. A landing net according to claim 21, wherein the
slidable sleeve 1s biased to be located around the hinge
mechanism.
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24. A landing net according to claim 23, wherein the
slidable sleeve 1s biased by a spring.

25. A landing net comprising a net body member, a
handle, one end of the handle being secured to the net body
member; and a hinge mechanism mounted at a location in
the handle between two ends of the handle to permit a
folding section of the handle to be folded between a first

conilguration where substantially the whole length of the
handle extends away from the net body member, and a
second configuration 1n which the folding section of the
handle 1s substantially adjacent to the net body member, and
when the folding section of the handle 1s 1n the second

conflguration, the folding section of the handle 1s selectively
attachable to the net body member by means of a handle
attaching device comprising a bore 1into which the handle 1s
inserted when the handle 1s 1n the second configuration, and
an attaching means for attachment of the handle attaching
device to the net body member.

26. A landing net according to claim 25, wherein the net
body member comprises a hoop shaped member to which
the net 1s attached.

27. Alanding net according to claim 26, wherein the hoop
shaped member defines a plane, and the hinge mechanism 1s
arranged such that when the handle 1s folded, the folding
section of the handle moves 1n a plane substantially parallel
to the plane of the hoop shaped member.

28. A landing net according to claim 27, wherein the
folding section of the handle moves 1n a plane coincident to
the plane of the hoop shaped member.

29. A landing net according to claim 25, wherein when the
handle 1s 1n the first configuration, the handle 1s 1 a locked
conflguration.

30. A landing net according to claim 26, wherein the net
body member comprises a second hoop shaped member
which 1s located on a plane parallel to the first hoop shaped
member.

31. A landing net according to claim 30, wherein a
longitudinal axis of the second hoop shaped member is
coincident with a longitudinal axis of the first hoop shaped
member.

32. A landing net according to claim 31, wherein the
handle attaching device further comprises a second attaching
means for attachment of the handle attaching device to the
second hoop shaped member.

33. A landing net according to claim 25, wherein the
handle attaching device is securable to a belt.

34. A landing net according to claim 30, wherein when the
handle 1s 1n the second configuration, the net 1s capable of
being pulled taught over the planar surface area of the
second hoop shaped member to form a tray.

35. Alanding net according to claim 28, wherein the hinge
mechanism comprises a locking member to lock the hinge
mechanism when the handle 1s 1n the first configuration.

36. A landing net according to claim 35, wherein the
locking member 1s a slidable sleeve which 1s slidable over
the hinge mechanism.

37. A landing net according to claim 36, wherein the
slidable sleeve 1s located around the hinge mechanism 1in the
first configuration of the folding section of the handle, and
1s spaced from the hinge mechanism in the second configu-
ration of the folding section of the handle.

38. A landing net according to claim 36, wherein the
slidable sleeve 1s biased to be located around the hinge
mechanism.

39. A landing net according to claim 38 wherein the
slidable sleeve 1s biased by a spring.
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