United States Patent [19]
Miller

AT AR

USO05S895219A
(11] Patent Number: 5,895,219
Apr. 20, 1999

(451 Date of Patent:

(54] APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
TEACHING READING SKILLS

L.auren ). Miller. 12417 Stillwater
Terrace Dr.. Tampa. Fla, 33624-4738

[76] Inventor:

1211 Appl. No.: 08/895.442
122] Filed:  Jul. 16, 1997

[51] It CLY e, GO9B 17/60
(52] US. CL oo, 434/178: 283/46: 4347172
158] Field of Search ..., 434/178. 156.

433/167. 170, 172 283/46

| 56] References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
2.862. 30 12/1958 Von Der Hellen .

2946137 T/1960 Worth o al. .

1702700 JOW/1987 Tavlor e, 134/16%
SA47.430 0 9/1995  Nathanson .ovvevveceensveeene. 434/346
SAT4.456  12/1995 Paaken e neanes 434/178

Primuiry Examiner—letirey A. Smith
Atlorney. Agent, or Finn—Ronald E. Smith

[57] ABSTRACT

A storyboard mcludes a sentence imprinted on 1t that has at
least one missing word. and a hook and loop fastener 18
positioned in registration with the missing word. A plurality
of mounting members. cach of which has a word imprinted
on its front side. 15 stored at a location remote from the
storvbouard and 1s detachably secured to a hook and ioop
fastener. A child selects a word from the remote location and
attaches it to the hook and loop fastener on the storvboard to
complete the sentence. The child then inverts the mounting
member and views a picture on its reverse side 1o verity the
meaning of the word, In a second embodiment. remote
mountng members having words or pictures imprinted on
them are stored under flaps that surround the storyboard and
the child sequentially lifts the flaps. retrieves mounting
members having words and pictures imprinted on them, and
completes a sentence. The mounting members are then
inverted 10 view pictures and words on then respechive
reverse sides that contirm the words and pictures imprintaed
on thewr respective front sides.

Y Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
TEACHING READING SKILLS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

I. Field of the Invenlion

This invention relates. generally. to a teaching aid. More
particuarly, 1t relates to o device that engages the attention
of voung children learning o read and to a method tor using
the device.

2. Desceription of the Prior Art

[.carning to read may be ditticult for some young children
because the printed word appearing on a page does not
appear particularly attracive or mteresting to them. 11 a child
inds black letters wrilten on a white page 1o be
uninteresting, his or her reading skills will develop very
stowly and perhaps not at all.

Muany children who are not attracied (o traditional reading
material are physically onented and prefer to manipulate
Hems with their hands instead of abstract symbols in therwr
minds.

What 1s needed. then, 15 a method and apparatus for
teaching reading skills 10 young children that attracts and
holds thetr mterest. The apparatus should mcelude bright
colors and attractive pictures. Morcover. it should mvolve
yvounge readers i physical activity related o the reading
process so that the lcarming process is not exclusively
mental,

However, in view of the art considered as a whole at the
lime the present invention was made. it was not obvious 10
those of ordinary skill i this art how a new method and
apparatus for teaching reading skills could be provided.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The longstanding but herctotore unlulfilied need for an
apparatus and method that overcomes the hmtations of the
prior art 1s now met by a new. wsetul. and nonobvious
invention that is based upon the msight that children hike
bright colors and pretty pictures. They also ke o take
things apart and put them back together agam with thew
hands. They even like to open and close flaps. Maoreover.
they enjoy fastenmyg and untastiening things that are secured
1 one another by hook and loop fasteners.

A first embodiment of the mvenoon thus includes a
method for teaching reading skills that includes the steps ol
imprinting a partial sentence on a substrate. where the partial
sentence has at least one omitted word, permanently athixing
a4 fastenming means on the substrate at the location of the at
least one omitled word. providing a plurality ol mounting
members. imprinting a first preselecled indicia. preterabiy in
pictorial form, on a tirst side of cach mounting member.
imprinting a4 second predetermined indicia. preterably
textual form. on a second side of each mounting member,
providing a fastening means on the sccond side ot cach
mounting member where the fastening means s adapted for
detachable engagement with the fastenmyg means perma-
nently atlixed to the subsirate. where at least one mounting
member of the plurality of mounting members has an indicia
imprinted on sawd st swde that grammatically completes the
partial sentence when the at least one mounting member 1s
detachably secured o the Fastening means. and storing cach
of the mountung members at a location remote trom the
sentence so that a child fearmng to read must [st retrieve o
sclecled mounting member from the remote location prior to
detachably securing the selecied mounling member (o the
permanently altixed lastening means.
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A second method of this invention adds the step of
covering the mounting members with flaps so that a child
must open the flaps to gain aceess to them.

It is a primary object of this ivention to provide a tool
that tecachers can use to teach young children how to read.

Another object 1s to provide a tool that appears to children
as a toy and which attracts and holds thewr attention.

Sull another object 15 0 provide a teaching (ool that
physically involves chaldren i the learning process so that
such process is not entirely mental.

These and other important objects, features. and advan-

. lages of the invention will become apparent as this descrip-

Lion procecds.

The mmvention accordingly comprises the {features of
construction. combination of clements and arrangement ot
parls that will be exemplitied i the construction herematter
set torth. and the scope of the mvention will be indicated
the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects of the
invention. reference should be made to the tollowing
detailed description, taken in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings, m which:

F1G. 1 15 an exploded perspective view ol a lirst embods-
ment of the invention:

FI1G. 2 is a composite elevational view of the reverse and
forward sides. respectively. of a picture-containing mouiit-
ine member of a first color and of a word-contamning
mounling member:

FIG. 3 15 a composite view of the reverse and torward
sides. respectively. of a picture-conlaining mounting mem-
ber of a second color and of a word-contaming mounting
member:

FIG. 4 is a composite view of the reverse and forward
stides. respectively, of a picture-containing mounting mem-
ber of a third color and of a word-containing mounting
member;,

FIG. § is a composile view of the reverse and forward
sides. respectively, of a picture-conlaining mounting mem-
ber of a fourth color and of a word-containing mounting
member |

FIG. 6 is a composile view of the reverse and torward
stdes. respectively, of a picture-containing mounting mem-
ber of a fitth color and ot a word-containing mounting
meamber;

FIG. 7 15 a composite view of the reverse and forward
sides. respectively, of a picture-comtaining mounting mein-
ber of a sixth color and of a word-containing mounting
member:

FIG. 8 15 an exploded clevattional view of a second
¢mbodiment of the invention. depicting the novel storyboard
in its detached relation to the novel substrate:

F1G. 9 is an exploded clevational view of the novel
storyboard:

FIG. 10 is a compaosite view ol the forward and reverse
sides of a picture-containing mounting member of the sec-
ond embodiment:

FIG. 11 s a composite view of the forward and reverse
sides of a round word-containine mounting member of the
secand embodiment:

FIG. 12 is a composite view ol the forward and reverse
sides of a picture-contaimng mountmg member ol the sec-
ond embodiment: and
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FIG. 13 is a composile view of the Torward and reverse
sides of a round word-containing mounting member of the
second embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIGS. 1-7. and primarily to FIG. 1. it
will there be seen that an exemplary embodiment of the
invention is denoted as a whole by the reference numeral 10,

In this first embodiment. the novel teachmmg method 18
embodied m the form ol a book 10 having a tront cover 12
and a back cover 14. Front cover 12 has a front side 16 upon
which 1s imprinted the title of the work and other intorma-
tion that forms no part of the invention. per sc.

Similarly. back cover 14 has a rear side 18 upon which 1s
imprinted informational material that forms no part of the
INVENION. Per se.

Front cover 12 turther includes an inside surface 20 upon
which is permanently attached a plurality of faslening
means. cotlectively denoted 220 Fastening means 22 detach-
ably mate with complementarily formed fastening means 24
that are respectively attixed to a second or reverse side 265
of mounting members 26. Each mounting member 26 fur-
ther includes a front side 26«4 upon which 15 imprinted a frst
preselected indicia such as a picture 30 or a word 32. In this
¢xample. all picture-containing mountmg members are
square or rectangular in shape and all word-containing
mounting members are circular. 1.e.. round. As indicated 1n
FIGS. 2-7. the pictures are in bright. attractive colors, and
the printed matter or textual material s printed in an
casy-to-read font.

Significantly, a preselected indicia such as a word 25 1s
imprinted on the reverse side 260 of cach square mounting
member, and a presclected color 27 s imprinted on the
reverse side 266 of cach circular mounting membetr.

A sentence 38 conlaining at least one space 40 represent-
ing a first missing word and. preferably, a second space 42
representing a second missing word is imprinted upon mside
surface 21 of back cover 14, A {astening means 46. 48 is
respectively permanently alfixed o first and second spaces
40 and 42. said fastening means being square and round.
respectively. to indicate the shape of the mounting member
to be detachably secured thereto,

In this illustrative embodiment. the fastening means 46,
48 are respectively bounded by a tirst preselected geometri-
cal figure such as a square or rectangle 30 and a second
preselected  geometrical figure such as a cirele 52 as
depicted. This tells the child that a square or rectangular,
picture-containing mounting member 26 1s (o be detached
from the inside surface 20 of cover 12 and atlixed to square
fastening means 46 that is bounded by said square. and that
a circular, word-containing mounting member 26 15 to be
removed {rom said inside page and mounted upon cocular
fastening means 48.

A child. under the instruction of a teacher. selects a square
mounting member 26 al random. removes il from its mount-
ing means 22 on inside surface 20 of front cover 12, and
attaches 1t 1o square fastening means or fastener 46 on inside
surface 21 of rear cover 14, Suppose the child selects a green
bear from surface 20 and places 1t within square S0 on
mounting means 46 on surface 21, The teacher then reads the
following sentence to the child: “The bear s .7 and asks the
child the color of the bear. It the child answers with an
incorrect color. the adult teaches the child the correct
answer. When the child understands that the selected bear
has a green color, the child s then asked te find the round
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mounting member 26 on surface 20 that has the word
“oreen” wrilten on livst side 26« thereol. When the child
successtully locates the mounting member having “ereen”
imprinted thercon. the child removes that mounting member
rom its mount 22 on inside surtace 20 of front cover 12 and
attaches 11 to round fastening means 48 on surface 21, The
adult then reads the entire sentence and encourages the child
to do so as well. The child is then instructed o turn the bear
mounting member 26 over, and to read the word imprinted
on the reverse side 264 thereof, whicli word 1s “green.” This
gives the child a reinforcement as to what the printed word
“areen” looks like. The child is then instructed to invert the
round mounting member 26: the reverse side 260 of sad
round mounting member will have a green indicia thereon.
This provides still another reinforcement of the word that
has been learned.

After this process has been explained by the teacher one
or more tmes, the child will be able 10 construct a large
number of sentences on his or her own, The child wall like
the 1ooks of the bears or other animals and the colors with
wliach they are drawn. The child will also hke the sound
made when removing a mounting member from its hook and
loop-type  fastening means. After a sentence has been
constructed, the child will enjoy turning over the square and
round pieces to verity the color of the respective mounting
members n printed material and in actual colors on the
square and round mounting members. respectively.

Once a child has mastered the above-described first
cmbaodiment of this invention. the child s then ready to
further advance his or her reading skills by usmg the second
embodiment. depicted in FIGS. 8-13.

The creative storyboard 60 of this embodiment includes g
first flap 62 denoted “Pictures™ and “1.)7 a second flap 64
denoted “Words” and 27 with the 27 being encircled. d
thard flap 66 denoted “Pictures” and “3.7 and a fourth flap 68
denoted “Words”™ and 47 with the ¥4° being positioned
within a triangle.

Fach flap 62, 64, 66. 68 has a reverse side 62a. 64u. 66,
68« upon which is respectively mounted a piece of hook and
loop fastening material 625, 645, 665, 685, Each of said
picces releasably engages a respective complementary piece
of fastening material 62c. 64¢. 66¢. 68¢ that 15 permanently
secured (o a substrate 70 in registration therewith so that the
Haps are held closed when said opposing hook and loop
fasteners are engaged to one another and so that said tlaps
may be castly opened by a child by selectively separating the
mating pieces from one another.

Each flap 62. 64, 66. and 68 1s hingedly. 1.e.. toldably
secured to the perimeter of said substrate 74 as depicted: 1l
should be understood that said flaps are 1 their respective
“open’ configurations in FIG. 8. The tolding lines are
collectively denoted 63.

An clongate strip of hook and loop fastening material 72
15 mounted 1o (Jat substrate 70 adjacent a left edge thereol
and 1s concealed when saxd first flap 62 1s closed. A plurality
of attractive picture-conlaining mounting members, collec-
tively denoted 74, having a complementary hook and loop
[astener on their respective reverse sides. are detachably
secured 1o said elongale stnp 72

A second elongate sirip of fastening material 76 1s secured
(o substrate 70 under second flap 64. and a second plurahty
of mounting members 78 have complementary fastening
material on thelr respective reverse sides to tactlitate detach-
able engagement therewith. Stgnilicantly. all mounting
members 78 disposed under second flap 64 are round. have
2 word imprinted on a hrst side 78« thereot, and a pictonal
representation of that word on the reverse side 786 thereol
(sce FIG. 11
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A second set of picture-bearing mounting members. col-
lectively denoted 80. is delachably secured o a third elon-
vale strip of fastening material 82 that 1s covered by third
flap 66 when said third fap is closed. A pictorial figure 18
imprinted on a st side 8Ga thereot. and textal malteral 1s
imprinted on reverse side 885 thereof (FIGL 12).

A second set ol word-bearing mounting members. col-
lcctively denoted 84 is detachably secured 1o a fourth strip
ol Tastening material 86 positoned bencath fourth flap 68
when said foorth Qap s closed.

Fach word of the sccond set ol words 84 15 imprinted on
lirst side 84a of a triangeular mounting means and a pictonal
representation of the item represented by the word 18 pro-
vided on the reverse side 840 of sand mounting member. as
imdicated 1in FIG. 13,

A storyboard 90 is detachably secured to substrate 70 by
mating hook and loop tasteners. collecively denoted 91qt.
that are positioned at the Tour corners of the reverse side 905
ol said storyvboard and which releasably engage ther coun-
terparts 915 which are cooperatively positioned and secured
to the front side of said substeate 700 In this way. a plurality
ol ditfering storyboards 949 may be provided.

As 1 the lirst embodiment. i sentence having permanent

words 92 (see FIG. 9) and missing words 94 as a part thereof

is imprinted on said substrate. In this tlustrative example.
the sentence mcludes two missing words, bul there are a
total of four picces of hook and loop tasteners permanently
secured to storyboard 90, The first piece. denoted 1,18 square
in conticuration: the second piece. denoted 2018 round or
cireular in configuration: the third piece. denoted 3018
square: and the (ourth piece. denoted 4. 15 tangular

Picture-containing mounting members 74 and 840 such as
may be found under flaps 62 and 66, respectively, are always
detachably secured to the hook and loop fasteners denoted |
and 3. The child is taught this by the teacher. bul the word
“Pictures” on flaps 62 and 66 15 imprinted on a rectangular
hackeround as indicated in F1G. 8. and flaps 62 and 66 are
further denoted as aps 1 and 3. respectively so that the child
will understand that the tizures tound under flap I will be
atlached o the hook and loop fastener denoted 1 on story-
board 90, and that the Hgures found under flap 3 will be
attached 1o the hook and loop fastener denoted 3 on story-
board 90.

Similarly. the child will understand. as taught by the
teacher. that the words found under flaps 64 and 68. which
are respectively denoted 2 and 4 on the depicted commercial
embaodiment of the mvention. will be attached © the round
fastener denoted 2 on storvboard 9 and the inangula
fastener denoted 4 on storyboard 90, respectvely.,

To teach a child how to use the deviee. a leacher mstructs
the child to open flap 62 (denoted 1 in the depicted com-
mercial embodiment)y and to place a pictorial mounting
member 74 found thercunder onto the square fastener
denoted 1 on storvboard 90, The child is then instructed 1o
open second flap 64, denoted 2 m the commercial
cembodiment. and to lind the round mounting member 78
having a word on the first sicle 78« thereot that represents the

ilem pictorially depicted in the space numbered 1. Thus, of

the child selected a pictorial representation ot o pig [rom
among the tigures detachably secured to clongale strp 72
under flap 1. then the child’s challenge 1s to hind the round
mounting member 78 under flap 2 having the word “pig”
imprinted thereon and to place sad mounting member en the
round tastener denoted 2 on storyboard 94,

The child 15 then mstructed o select @ mounung member
hearing o picture from the proup of mounting members
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detachably secured to third etongate strip 82 and to place
said mounting member on the square fastener denoted 3. The
child then is instructed to Lift flap 4 and to find the mounting
member having a word that represents that picture. It the
child selfected a picture of a bathtub, for example. from the
pictorial mounting members 8¢ positioned under flap 3. the
child needs to ol the word “tub™ imprinted on one of the
maounting members 84 positioned under flap 4.

The adult then reads the sentence with the child: “The p1g
is in the tub.” The whimsical pictures and the universe of
availlable words used with the mventive game may be
selected for their humorous potential: this encourages
repeated use of the novel apparatus. The child 1s then
instructed o sequentially invert cach of the mountig mem-
bers. As indicated in FIG. 1. upon mverting mounting
member 74 al space 1. the child reads the word “pig.” Upon
inverting mounting member 78 occupying space 2. the chld
sees 4 pictorial representation of a pig. Upon nverling
mounting member 80 in space 3. the child sees the word
“tub” and upon inverting mounting member 84 al space 4.
the ¢child sees a pictorial representation of a bathtub. Thus.
the tnversion process reinforces what the child has learned.
The child is eager o invert the pieces because he or she
enjoys the sound and feel of separating the hook and loop
fasteners {rom one another. He or she also is eager to read
the word or see the picture on the reverse side ot the
mounting member to verify that the picture or word on the
tirst side. respectively. was correctly understood.

After the adult has guided the child through the process
one or more times. the child will comprehend how 1o use the
novel device and will use it at great length until it has been
mastered. As mentioned carlier. additional storyboards 90
and additional pictures and words are provided as well so
that the child may learn to read thousands of words ina way
that 1s fun.

A common element of both embodiments of this invention
1s that the child is physically involved i the reading process,
i.e.. the learning process is not entirely mental. Another
common clement is the reversability of the mounting mem-
bers that provides verification or correction ol a child’s
understanding ol a4 word.

The child may also be taught how to repeat a4 completed
sentence in sign language: the signing adds another physical
step to keep the child interested in the learning process and
serves (o further reinforce the reading skills acquired by
playing with novel device 10

It will thus be scen that the objects set forth above, and
those made apparent from the toregoing description. are
efficiently attained and since certain changes may be made
in the forezoing construction without departing from the
scope of the invention. it is mtended that all matiers con-
lained 1n the foregoing construction or shown n the accom-
panving drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not
In a limiting sense.

[t 15 also to be understood that the following claims are
intended to cover all of the generic and specific features of
the invention herein described. and all statements of the
scope of the invention which. as a matler of language. might
be sawd o Tall therebetween.

Now that the invention has been described.

What 15 claimed 1s:

1. A method for teaching reading skills. comprising the
steps of;

imprinting a partial sentence on a substrate:

said partial sentence having at least two omitted words:

permanently affixing two fastening means on said sub-

strate at the location of said at least two omitted words:
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shaping cach of said two permanently aiffixed tastening
means to have a predetermined geometrical shape. cach
of which 1s different from the other so that there 1s a first
permanently affixed fastening means having a brst
predetermined shape and a second permanently affixed
fastening means having a second predetermined shape:

providing a plurality of mounting members:

shaping a tirst halt ol said mounting members o have a
common. tirst predetermimed shape that matches the
shape of said tirst permanently aftixed fastening means
and shaping a sccond half of said mounting members to
have a common. second predetermined shape that
matches the shape of said second permanently altixed
fastenimmg means:

providing a fastening means on a second side of cach of

sald mounting members that 18 adapted for detachable
engagement with said permanently affixed first and
second fastening means:

imprinting a lirst predetermined indicia on respective first
sides of said first hall of mounting members  and
imprinting a second predetermined 1indicia on respec-
Live lirst sides of said second half of mounting members
s0 that said first and second indicia collectively gram-
matically complete said partial sentence when a mount-
ing member preselected from said first half of mounting
members 1s detachably secured 0 said first perma-
nently affixed fastening means and when a mounting
member preselected from said second half of mounting
members 1s detachably secured to said second perma-
nently aftixed tastening means:

storing said first and second halves of mounting members
al a location remote from said partial sentence so that
a child learnmng to read must first retrieve a lirst selected
mounting member from said first hall of mounting
members from said remote location prior to detachably
seceuring said first selected mounting member to said
first permanently aflixed fastening means and so that
said chald must retrieve a second selected mounting
member from sawd second hall of mounting members
from said remote location to detachably secure saud
second selected mounting member o said second per-
manently atfixed fastening means:

whereby the different shapes of the permanently affixed
Tastening means suggest o said chald that a mountng
member selected from the tivst hall of mounting mem-
bers should be detachably secured to said first perma-
nently atfixed fastening means and that a mounting
member selected from the second hall of mounting
members should be detachably secured to said second
permanently atfixed fastening means.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of
providing on said respective second sides of said tirst halt of

mounting members a third predetermined indicia that carries
information contirming sawd tirst predetermined indicia. smd
third predetermined indicia being in a different form than
said  lirst predetermined  indicta and providing on said
respective second sides ol sald second halt of mounting
members a foarth predetlermined indicia that carries infor-
mation conlirming said second predetermimed indicta, sand
fourth predetermined indicia bemng 1n a torm different than
saad second predelermined mdicia,

3. The method of claim 2, wheremn the first predetermined
indicia s pictonal wherein the second predetermined indicia
15 printed matter. wherein the third predetermined indicia s
printed matter and the fourth predetermined indicra 18 pic-
toral.
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4. An apparatus Tor teaching reading skills, comprising:

a substrate having a flat structure,

a plurality of flap members hingedly mounted to said
substrate, at a penimeter thercof:

a plurahity of elongate fastening means secured 1o said
substrate. imwardly of said permneter. cach of said
clongale tastening means betng concealed by an asso-
crated Hap member when said associated flap member
s m a folded position and each of said clongate
[astening means being visible when said associated flap
means 1s 1 an unfolded position:

a first plurality of mounting members having a tirst
predetermined indicia imprinted on a first side thereof
and having a complemental fastening means secured to
a reverse side thereot, said first plurality of lasteninyg
members being detachably secured to a first elongate
fastening means of said plurality of elongate fastening
mceans:

a second plurality of mounting members having a second
predetermined mndicia imprinted on a first sude thereol
and having a complemental fastening means secured to
a reverse side thereot, said second plurality of tastening
members being detachably secured to a second clon-
sale fastening means of said plurality of elongate
fastening means;

a thud plurality of mounting members having a third
predetermined indicia imprinted on a first side thereof
and having a complemental fastening means secured 1o
a reverse side thereof, said third plurality of fastening
members being detachably secured 1o a thind elongate
fastening means of said plurality of elongate Tastening
means:

a lfourth plurality of mounting members having a tourth
predetermined indicia imprinted on a tirst side thereol
and having a complemental fastening means secured to
a reverse side thereot, sawd fourth plurality ol fastening
members being detachably secured 10 a tourth elongale
fastening means of said plurality of elongate tastening
means:

a storyboard detachably secured to said substrate:

a partial sentence mmprinted on said storyboard. said
sentence haviyg at least two omitted words:

al least two fastening means secured to sawd substrate mn
registration with cach of said at least two missing
words:

whereby said partial sentence 1s completed by removing
a lirst preselected mounting member from said first
clongate fastening means and detachably securing sad
first preselected mounting member (o a first fastening
means assoctated with a first omitted word. by remov-
e a second preselected mounting member from said
second elongate fastening means and detachably secur-
ing said second preselected mounting member o a
second fastening means assoctated with sad first omit-
ted word. by removing o third presclected mounting
member from a thard elongale fastening means and
detachably securmg said third preselected mounting
member o a lirst Tastening means associated with a
second omitted word. and by removing a fourth presce-
lected mounting member from said fourth elongate
fastening means and detachably securing said tourth
preselected mounting member to a second fastening
means assaclated wilh said second omitted word:

whereby a plurality of diftering storyboards are detach-
ably secured to said substrate: and
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whereby a plurality of diftering mounting members are
detachably secured to said respective clongate tasten-
ing means so that the number ot partial sentences that
may be completed 1s unlhimited.

8. The apparatus of claim 4. wherein said first and thud
mounting members include pictorial mformation on a first
side thereot and wherein said second and fourth mounting
members include lextual iformaton on a first side thereof.

6. The appuaratus of cluim 5. wherein said tirst and third
mounling menibers melude textual information on a reverse
side thercol that confirms said prctorial informabion on sad
first side thereot and wherein said second and Tourth mount-
ing members inctude prctonal information on a reverse side
thereo!l that conhirms said textual information on saxd first
side thereot,

7. An apparatus tor eaching reading skills. comprisimg:

a book means having a Iront cover and a back cover:

a plurality of fastening means permanently atfixed to an
mside surface of saxd front cover:

a plurality of mounting members including a fiest hall of
mounling members and a second hall of mounting
members. saxd lirst half ol mounting members having
a fiest predetermined mdicia on a first side thereol” and
having o complemental Tastening means secured o a
reverse side thereol and said second half of mounting
members having a second predetermined indicia on a
tirst side thereot and having a complemental tastening
means secured o a reverse side thereot:

a partial sentence imprinted on an inside surface of said
back cover, said partial sentence having at least (wo
omitied words:

at least two complemental tastening means permanently
affixed 1o said inside surface of said back cover in
repistration with said at least two massing words:

cach mounting member of said first half ol mounting
members having o third predetermined mndicia
imprinted upon said reverse side thereol and cach
mounting member of suaid second halt of mounting
members having a Tourth predetermined indicia
imprinted upon said reverse side thereol:

cach of sard two permanently athixed tastening means on
sald mside surface of said back cover having a prede-
termined geomelrical shape. cach of which s dillerent
rom the other so that there 1s a first permanently attixed
fastening means having a tirst predetermined shape and
a second permanently attixed fastening means having a
second predetermined shape:

sald tirst hall of mounting members having a common,
lirst predetermined shape that matches the shape of sad
lirst permanently atfixed lastening means and said
second half of mounting members havig a common.
sccond predetermined shape that matches the shape of
said second permanently alfixed fastening means:
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a fastening means provided on a second side of ¢ach of
satd mounting members that is adapied lor detachable
engagement with said permanently atfixed first and
sccond fastening means;

a first predetermined indicia imprinted on respective st
sides of said mounting members of sand first hall of
mounting members and a second predetermined mdica
imprinted on respective irst sides of sakl second halt of
mounting members so that said first and second ndicia
collectively grammatically complete said partial sen-
tence when a mounting member preselected from said
lirst half of mounting members is detachably secured 1o
said first permanently affixed fastemng means  and
when a mouniing member preselected trom said second
half of mounting members is detachably secured to sud
sccond permanently afixed tastening means,

said first and second halves of mounting members posi-
tioned at a location remote from said partial sentence so
that a child learning to read must first retrieve a first
selected mounting member from sawd  lirst hall of
mounting members from said remote location prior (o
detachably sceuring said first selected mounting mem-
ber to said first permanently atfixed fastening means
and so that said child must retrieve a second selected
mounting member from said second half of mounting
members Irom said remote Jocation o detachably
secure said second selected mounting member to said
second permanently athxed lastening means:

whereby the different shapes of the permanently affixed
fastening means on said 1nside surface of said back
cover suggeest o saxd chidd that a mounting member
selected  from the fiest half of mounting members
should be detachably secured to said first permanently
alfixed fastening means and that a mountng member
selected from the second half ol mounting members
should be detachably secured 1o sawd second perma-
nently affixed fastening means.

8. The apparatus of claim 7. further comprising a third
predetermined mdicia on said second side of sad first half
of mounling members that carries information conlirmmg
said (st predelermined indicia. said third predetermined
idicia bemy in a ditferent torm than saxd tirst predetermined
indicia, and a fourth predetermmed mdicia on said second
side of said second halt of mounting members that carrnes
information confirming said second predetermined indicia.
said fourth predetermined mdicia bemg in a form dilferent
than said second predetermmed indicia.

Y. The apparatus of claim 8. wherein the first predeter-
mined indicia 1s pictorial. wherein the second predetermined
incdicia s printed matter, wheremn the thad predetermined
inclicia is printed matier and wherein the tourth predeter-
mined indicia is pictonal.
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