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MOLDED POLYURETHANE ARTICLES
PREPARED FROM RECYCLED POLYOLS
AND PROCESSES FOR THEIR
PRODUCTION AND USE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present i1nvention relates to polyurethane molded
articles prepared from recycled polyols, a process for their
production and their use 1n the motor vehicle, furniture,
machine and equipment manufacturing industries.

Molded polyurethane articles are extensively used in
industry, e.g., 1n the car manufacturing industry, in the form
of polyurethane structural foams and as polyurethane sand-
wich components. Polyurethane molded articles are gener-
ally used 1n sandwich constructions when producing high-
quality structural components for the motor vehicle and
bodywork industry, in particular in the interior of vehicles.
In principle, there are two prior art processes which are used
for the production of such sandwich components.

In the “filling” process, two half-shells (outer layers) are
made first. These halt-shells are 1nserted into a mold and the
cavity between the shells 1s filled with a polyurethane foam.

In the envelope construction process, a core made of
polyurethane foam 1s 1nitially introduced into a mold. This
core 1s then covered with a suitable encasing material made
of, e.g., a fiber-reimnforced plastic such as an epoxy resin or
an unsaturated polyester resin.

Polyol compositions recovered from polyurethane or
polyurea waste have rarely been used for the production of
polyurethane molded articles such as high-quality structural
components for the vehicle and bodywork industry.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the present invention to provide a process
for the production of high quality molded polyurethane
articles 1n which polyol compositions recovered from poly-
urethane and/or polyurea waste (PUR waste) are used.

It 1s also an object of the present invention to provide high
quality molded polyurethane articles which are produced
from polyols recovered from polyurethane and/or polyurea
waste.

These and other objects which will be apparent to those
skilled i1n the art are accomplished by molding a
polyurethane-forming reaction mixture which includes a
polyol composition produced by decomposition of polyure-
thane and/or polyurea waste which have an OH value of
from about 100 to about 500 mg KOH/g, a water content of
up to 5 wt. % and a viscosity greater than 2,000 mPa-s at 20°

C.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention relates to high quality molded
polyurethane articles which are obtainable by the reaction of
a polyisocyanate with a polyol composition obtained by the
chemical decomposition of polyurethane and/or polyurea
waste 1n a mold. The polyol composition must have an OH
value of from about 100 to 500 mg KOH/g, a water content
of up to 5 wt. % and a viscosity of more than 2,000 mPa-s
(20° C.).

It 1s surprising that high quality molded polyurethane
articles can be produced using polyols satistying these OH
value, water content and viscosity requirements because,
according to the prior art, polyols having much higher OH
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values (mostly in the range of from 300 to 1,000 mg
KOH/g), and substantially lower viscosities (mostly in the
range of <2,000 mPa-s (20° C.)) should be used to produce

such articles.

The OH value, water content and viscosity requirements
for the polyols of the present invention are achieved by
adjusting the properties of the recycled polyols recovered
from polyurethane and/or polyurea waste by chemical
decomposition using additives which are described 1n more
detail below.

The molded polyurethane articles of the present invention
preferably have a density of from about 50 to about 1500
kg/m”.

The molded polyurethane articles of the present invention

may be either expanded or solid molded articles but are
preferably expanded molded articles.

Particularly preferred molded polyurethane articles of the
present 1nvention are composite articles which contain, in
addition to a polyurethane core based on recycled polyols 1n
a sandwich construction, at least one additional, outer layer
made of a plastic material. Epoxy resins and unsaturated
polyester resins are particularly preferred plastic materials
which have been found to be useful as outer layers. The
outer layer 1s most preferably a fiber-remnforced plastic
material. Bonded fiber materials suitable for this purpose
include any of the known fibrous reinforcing substances
such as natural fibers, glass fibers, carbon fibers, other
polymeric fibers 1n the form of matted fibers, knitted fabrics
and woven fabrics. These fibrous materials may be
reinforced, e.g., by epoxy, unsaturated polyester,
polyurethane, melamine, vinyl resins and also by thermo-
plastic powders. These binders may be applied and incor-
porated by spraying, rolling, spreading and pouring and, in
the case of PUR resins, may also contain recycled PUR
material.

The molded polyurethane articles of the present invention
are readily formed as layered composite articles 1in a sand-
wich construction having an outer or encasing layer A
composed of fiber-reinforced plastic material, a core layer B
composed of a polyurethane foam based on recycled polyols
and, 1f required, another layer which is either the same as
layer A or composed of a different material. Decorative
materials such as films, molded skins, textiles or carpeting,
may be impressed directly onto the external surfaces of the
outer layers in known manner (e.g., direct lamination). In the
case of mulfi-layered sandwich structures, additional, dif-
ferent layers of different materials may optionally also be
used.

The present mnvention also relates to polyol compositions
which are used to prepare molded polyurethane articles.
These polyol compositions are obtained by chemical decom-
position of polyurethane and/or polyurea waste and have an
OH value of from about 100 to about 500, preferably from
about 200 to about 450, most preferably from about 250 to
about 400 mg KOH/g. These polyol compositions also have
a water content of from 0 to about 5 wt. %, preferably from
about 0.2 to about 2 wt. %, most preferably from about 0.5
to about 1 wt. %. These polyols have a viscosity of more
than 2,000 mPa-s (20° C.), preferably from about 3,000 to
about 20,000 mPa-s (20° C.), most preferably from about
5,000 to about 10,000 mPa-s (20° C.).

The polyurethane and/or polyurea waste from which the
polyol compounds used 1n the practice of the present imnven-
tion are produced may be any of the conventional reaction
products of an 1socyanate and one or more of the conven-
tional diols and/or polyols, ¢.g., polyesters or polyethers.
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The present 1nvention also relates to a process for pre-
paring molded polyurethane articles by reacting polyisocy-
anates with polyols satisfying specified criteria and option-
ally other auxiliary agents and additives. The polyol
compositions required in this process: (1) must be obtained
by chemical decomposition of polyurethane and/or polyurea
waste; (2) must have an OH value of from about 100 to about
500, preferably from about 200 to about 450, most prefer-
ably from about 250 to about 400 mg KOH/g; (3) must have
a water content of from 0 to about 5 wt. %, preferably from
about 0.2 to about 2 wt. %, most preferably from about 0.5
to 1 wt. %; and (4) must have a viscosity at 20° C. of more
than 2,000 mPa-s, preferably from about 3,000 to about
20,000 mPa-s, most preferably from about 5,000 to about
10,000 mPa-s.

Expanded or solid molded articles, preferably molded
articles with a sandwich construction, may be produced by
the process of the present invention.

In the process of the present mnvention, any of the known
auxiliary agents and additives such as mold release agents,

blowing agents, fillers, catalysts and flame retardants may be
used.

When expanded molded articles are produced, the reac-
fion mixture may be introduced into the mold 1n any known
manner. The expandable reaction mixture expands in the
mold and forms the molded article. Expansion to {ill the
mold may be carried out 1n such a way that the molded
article has a cellular structure at the surface. Expansion may
also be conducted 1n a way such that the molded article has
a compact skin and a cellular core (structural foam).

The process of the present invention for producing poly-
urethane composite articles 1in a sandwich construction may
be carried out either by a filling or by an envelope construc-
fion process. Both filling and envelope construction pro-
cesses are known to those skilled in the art.

In the “filling” construction process, two half-shells (e.g.,
outer layers made of fiber-reinforced plastic material) are
first produced. These halt-shells are then introduced 1nto a
mold and the cavity between the shells 1s filled with
expanded PUR foam. In the envelope construction process,
a core of PUR foam produced 1n accordance with the present
invention 1s 1nitially introduced into a mold. This core 1s then
encased with a suitable material such as a fiber-reinforced
epoXy resin or an unsaturated polyester resin. The envelope
construction process 1s preferred.

In a specially advantageous embodiment of the present
invention, composite articles having expanded PUR cores
are produced by the envelope construction method using
recycled polyol compounds. Any of the known conventional
blowing agents and auxiliary agents such as mold release
agents, may be used. If no external mold release agent 1s
used, a particularly powertul bond 1s formed between the
polyurethane core and the encasing material and there 1s no
need for any secondary finishing or preparation of the
encasing and/or core layer. Any of the known f{iber-
reinforced plastic materials may be used as the encasing
layer.

The polyols useful 1n the practice of the present invention
may be obtained by chemical decomposition of any poly-
urethane and/or polyurea waste and also from polyurethane
or polyurea composites. Composites from which these poly-
ols may be obtained include materials made of polyurethane
and another material such as a thermoplastic material from
which the non-polyurethane material 1s largely separated
before the polyurethane recycling procedure 1s begun.
Examples of such composites include vehicle control panels
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made from a glass matting reinforced polyurethane support
with a soft polyurethane foam as the backing material or an
aliphatic polyurethane skin as a decorative and covering,
layer.

Processes for the chemical decomposition of polyure-
thane and/or polyurea waste to give polyol compounds are
known. Examples of such processes are aminolysis, alco-
holysis and glycolysis procedures. Specific details with
respect to these known processes are described in detail in
the prior art (e.g., in W. Rafhofer, Recycling von

Polyurethan-Kunststoffen,  Huthig-Verlag, = Heidelberg,
1994).

The polyol compounds are preferably obtained from
polyurethane and/or polyurea waste by glycolysis of that
waste 1n known manner. In such processes, coarsely milled
or finely crushed polyurethane and/or polyurea waste 1is
reacted at 160° to 240° C. with a glycol, preferably dieth-
ylene glycol, 1n a ratio by weight of waste:glycol of from
10:1 to 1:2, preferably from 5:1 to 1:1. After being stirred for
about 0.5 to 10 hours, a liquid product i1s obtained. The
polyol obtained has the following characteristics: OH value
of from about 20 to about 1,070 mg KOH/g, water content
of from 0 to about 5 wt. %, and a viscosity at 20° C. greater
than 2,000 mPa-s. When the OH value 1s very high, the
viscosity may also be less than 2,000 mPa-s (20° C.).

The properties of polyol compositions obtained from
chemical decomposition of polyurethane and/or polyurea
waste do not generally have the characteristics required for
industrial production of polyurethane molded articles in
accordance with the present invention. The polyol compo-
sition characteristics may, however, be adjusted with addi-
fives. Known additives such as cross-linking agents, foam
stabilizers, flow promoters, mold release agents, catalysts,
blowing agents, etc. and mixtures thereof are generally used
for this purpose. The additive or additives are generally used
in amounts such that the total weight of the additives with
respect to the total weight of the polyol composition
included i1n the polyurethane/polyurea-forming mixture is
from about 2 to 50 wt. %. The additives and additive
mixtures used to adjust the polyol characteristics generally
have OH values of from about 300 to about 1,050 mg
KOH/g, viscosities of from about 100 to about 5,000 mPa-s,
water contents of from 0 to about 10 wt. % and acid values
of from O to about 100 mg KOH/g.

It 1s surprising that formulated polyols satistying the OH
value, water content and viscosity requirements of the
present invention obtained by chemical decomposition of
polyurethane and/or polyurea waste are suitable at all for the
production of high quality polyurethane molded articles,
particularly, polyurethane molded articles with a sandwich
structure because when such molded articles are produced
from new (i.e., not obtained by chemical decomposition of
waste) polyols, substantially higher OH values (i.e., more
than 500 to 1,000 mg KOH/g) are required. It is also
surprising because the viscosities of polyols used 1n prior art
processes are generally substantially lower than 2,000 mPa-s
(20° C.). The fact that polyols obtained from polyurethane
and/or polyurea waste could nevertheless be processed to
orve high quality polyurethane molded articles, despite their
much higher viscosity and their lower activity (due to their
lower OH value) was not expected.

The process for molding polyurethane articles of the
present invention makes 1t possible to produce high quality
structural components for a wide range of applications. The
present 1nvention thus permits the use of recycled raw
materials from waste materials to produce structural com-
ponents without sacrificing mechanical properties.
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The polyols obtained from chemical decomposition of
polyurethane and/or polyurea waste may be reacted with any
of the known polyisocyanates. Suitable polyisocyanates
include aliphatic, cycloaliphatic, araliphatic, aromatic and
heterocyclic polyisocyanates such as those described by W.
Sicfgen 1n Justus Liebigs Annalen der Chemie, 362, pages
75 to 136. Examples of suitable polyisocyanates include
those corresponding to the general formula

Q(NCO),,,

in which
nis 2 to 5, preferably 2 to 3, and
Q represents an aliphatic hydrocarbon group with 2 to 18

(preferably 6 to 10) carbon atoms, a cycloaliphatic hydro-

carbon group with 4 to 15 (preferably 5 to 10) carbon

atoms, or an aromatic hydrocarbon group with 6 to 15

(preferably 6 to 13) carbon atoms.

Such polyisocyanates are described in German Offenle-
cungsschrift 2,832,253, pages 10 to 11.

Generally, those polyisocyanates which are commercially
available are preferably used 1n the practice of the present
invention. Examples of these polyisocyanates include: 2,4
and 2,6-toluene duisocyanate, and any mixture of these
isomers (“TDI”); diphenylmethane diisocyanate (“MDI”)
and polyphenylpolymethylene polyisocyanates such as
those prepared by aniline/formaldehyde condensation and
subsequent phosgenation; and polyisocyanates with
carbodumide, urethane, allophanate, 1socyanurate, urea or
biuret groups (“modified polyisocyanates™), particularly
those modified polyisocyanates which are derived from 2,4
and/or 2,6-toluene duisocyanate or 4,4" and/or 2,4'-diphenyl-
methane diisocyanate.

The molded polyurethane articles of the present invention
are useful in the motor vehicle, furniture, machine and
cquipment manufacturing industries. Polyurethane molded
articles having a sandwich structure are preferably used 1n
the motor vehicle construction industry, particularly in the
interiors of motor vehicles. In addition to low weight and
high strength, sandwich-structured components according to
the invention are characterized by a particularly low con-
centration of emittable and extractable substances due to the
use of polyurethane materials as the core and outer layer
matrix binding materials. In the motor vehicle field, the
molded articles of the present invention may be used as 2
and/or 3-dimensional molded articles such as cladding com-
ponents or coverings which can be laminated, internal
cladding for doors, control panel supports, dashboard
supports, air flow ducts, cable covers, cable ducts and boot
linings. These molded articles may also be processed to
produce housings and housing covers, pallets, low-load
supports, coverings, vertical and horizontal structural
components, bulkhead walls, built-in shelves, etc. In the
furniture field, the molded polyurethane articles of the
present invention may be used as substitutes for tropical
wood, particularly 1n the form of imitation plywood.

The following examples are intended to 1illustrate the
invention without, however, restricting 1ts scope.

EXAMPLES

Example 1

(Chemical Decomposition of Polyurethane Waste
By Means of Glycolysis)

A granular material with a particle size of 8§ mm made
from glass fiber reinforced polyurethane urea with a density
of 1.26 g/cm” was subjected to glycolysis. More specifically,
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4 kg of diethylene glycol were 1nitially introduced into a 20
1 flask fitted with a stirrer and a heating jacket, covered with
a layer of nitrogen and preheated to 220° C. 8 kg of
polyurethane urea granules were added to the hot mixture in
portions while maintaining the presence of a nitrogen atmo-
sphere. Addition of the polyurethane urea was gauged so that
the mixture was stirrable at all times. After complete addi-

tion of the granules, stirring was continued for 90 minutes at
200° to 210° C. The mixture was then cooled to 160° C., 0.2

ke of ethyl acetoacetate were mixed 1 and stirring was
continued for one hour at this temperature. A liquid product
of recycled polyols, which separated mto 2 phases on
standing, with the following properties was obtained:

OH value=353 mg KOH/g

NH value=33 mg KOH/g

Acid value=0.07 mg KOH/g
Viscosity=approximately 20,000 mPa-s (20° C.)

Example 2

(Production of a Polyurethane Molded Article in
Accordance With the Present Invention)

The recycled polyol glycolyzate obtained by glycolysis 1n
Example 1 was mixed with an additive mixture which had
the following properties:

OH value=400 mg KOH/g
Water content=2.6 wt. %
Viscosity=1,500 mPa-s (20° C.)
in an amount of 25 wt. % with respect to the total amount

of polyol. A polyol composition with the following proper-
ties was obtained:

OH value=approximately 380 mg KOH/g

Water content=approximately 1 wt. %

Viscosity=approximately 3,500 mPa-s

The above-described polyol formulation was reacted with
crude MDI (polyisocyanate) using a known reaction injec-
tion molding method to produce an expanded molded poly-
urethane article. An external mold release agent was not
used. A molded polyurethane article having a density of 400
ke/m> was obtained.

Example 3

(Production of a Molded Polyurethane Article
Having a Sandwich Construction in Accordance
With the Present Invention)

Example 3a

Coconut fiber matting with a weight per unit area of 600
o/m~ was coated by impregnating and spraying in known
manner with a polyurethane polyurea matrix material
(commercially available under the name Baypreg® from
Bayer AG), outside the mold. The outer layer obtained in
this way was used to produce a polyurethane molded article
having a sandwich structure 1n accordance with the present
invention.

A mold (steel, 120° C., 300x300x8 mm) was filled with
an outer layer which had been produced as described above,
a polyurethane core corresponding to that produced in
Example 2, and an additional outer layer having the same
composition as the first outer layer. The mold was then
sealed. After 2 minutes at 120° C. and a pressure of 50 bar,
a powerfully bonded article having a sandwich construction
was removed from the mold.

Example 3b

The procedure of Example 3a) was repeated using the
same materials and conditions with the exception that an
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additional decorative film made of PVC/ABS was laid onto
one of the outer layers used before the mold was sealed.
After 2 minutes at 120° C. and a pressure of 50 bar, a
powerlully bonded article having a sandwich construction
with an additional decorative layer was removed from the
mold.

Example 3c

The procedure of Example 3a) was repeated with the
exception that instead of an outer layer reinforced with
coconut fiber matting, outer layers which had been prepared
with glass fiber matting having a weight per unit area of 450
o/m~ were used. Each of the molded articles having a
sandwich structure prepared 1n accordance with the inven-
fion demonstrated a very powerlul bond between the core
and the casing material as well as good heat resistance and
strength.

Although the invention has been described 1n detail in the
foregoing for the purpose of illustration, 1t 1s to be under-
stood that such detail 1s solely for that purpose and that
variations can be made therein by those skilled 1n the art
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention
except as 1t may be limited by the claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A process for the production of a polyurethane molded
article comprising reacting

a) a polyisocyanate with
b) a polyol composition having an OH value of from
about 200 to about 500 mg KOH/g, a water content of
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up to 5 wt. % and a viscosity greater than 2,000 mPa-s
at 20° C. which polyol composition is the decomposi-
tion product of polyurethane and/or polyurea waste 1n
a mold.

2. The process of claim 1 in which polyol composition b)
has a viscosity of from about 5,000 to about 10,000 mPa-s
at 20° C.

3. The process of claim 2 1n which the polyol composition
has been produced by glycolysis of polyurethane and/or
polyurea waste.

4. The process of claim 1 1n which the polyol composition
has been produced by glycolysis of polyurethane and/or
polyurea waste.

5. The process of claim 1 1n which a layer of plastic
material 1s applied to at least one outer surface of the molded
polyurethane article.

6. The process of claim 5 1n which the plastic material 1s
a fiber-reinforced plastic.

7. The process of claim 1 1n which a blowing agent 1s
included 1n the reaction mixture to be molded.

8. A molded article produced by the process of claim 1.

9. The molded article of claim 8 having a density of from
about 50 to about 1,500 kg/m".

10. A molded article produced by the process of claim 5.

11. A molded article produced by the process of claim 6.

12. A molded article produced by the process of claim 7.
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