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1
ROTARY GOURMET PANHANDLER

This application 1s generally related to co-pending appli-
cation Ser. No. 08/802,238, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,765,700.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTS OF THE
INVENTION

U.S. Pat. No. 5,094,352 1llustrates the state of the prior art
related to supporting devices for pots and pans and like
articles.

The prior art designs have been effective for storage
purposes but have not been widely marketed as effective
display 1tems for gourmet pots and pans.

Prior art designs have also proven to be relatively costly
to manufacture and sell and have thus not found widespread
acceptance 1n the art.

Prior art designs have also proven to be unstable and
difficult to use 1n practice.

Accordingly, it 1s an object of the present invention to
demonstrate a novel support for gourmet pots and pans
which effectively and attractively displays such pots and
pans.

It 1s a further object of the invention to show a novel
support which may be economically manufactured for wide-
spread commercial distribution.

It 1s a still further object of the invention to set forth a
novel support design which 1s highly stable 1n use for
enhanced safety for the consumer.

It 1s also an object of the invention to demonstrate a
gourmet pot and pan support which 1s of highly durable
construction for a longer use life by the consumer.

It 1s a further object to show a rotary pot and pan support
which enhances ease of use and which also includes a means
to conveniently store and display the lids for such articles.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will be appreciated by those of skill in the support
and display arts.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One design 1s 4-5' tall floor-standing structure which 1s
fabricated of metal or other high-durability materials.

A widened base provides for unit stability while a nar-
rower middle portion enables the pots and pans to be fully
displayed without using excess space.

The see-through design allows the gourmet pots and pans
to be effectively displayed and results in lower manufactur-
ing costs by using fewer component parts.

A related design, which utilizes similar components and
features, comprises a 2—3' tall table-top model.

Both designs include a ball-bearing assembly which
allows the upper portions to be rotated by the user for
enhanced use and display.

The designs also include a lid supporting ring for
increased storage capability and display.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING FIGURES

FIG. 1 1s a side elevational view of the shorter table-top
model designed to support gourmet pots and pans.

FIG. 2 1s a side elevational view of the taller floor model
of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to the drawing FIGS. 1 and 2, the elements in
common between the table-top model and the floor model
are described as follows.
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Each unit has an upper ring element 10 with legs 12
extending down and inwardly therefrom. Ring element 10
has pot and pan hooks 15 around the periphery thereof.

A second lower ring 20 1s also attached inwardly of the
legs 12 and serves as a support for pot and pan lids when the
unit 1s 1n use. The lower ring 20 also has hooks 25 mounted
around the periphery thereof.

As further shown, the legs 12 extend downward and
inward to a circular base plate 30 to which the legs 12 are
welded or otherwise attached.

A ball-bearing plate 40 1s positioned between member 30
and a lower circular base plate 50. Such ball-bearing plate

enables the upper part of the units to be turned for efficient
display and access.

Legs 60 extend outwardly from the base plate 50 to an
octagonal support base 80.

It will thus be appreciated that the overall shape of both
units 1s that of an hourglass which gives stability while
providing efficient storage and display space for pots and
pans when the units are 1n use.

The table-top unit of FIG. 1 has soft feet elements 81
attached thereto while the floor model of FIG. 2 has plural
rollers 82 attached thereto for ease of movement of the larger
floor model.

Both units may have horizontal support struts 70 on the

lower portion to add further stability to the overall design.
FIG. 2 shows such struts 70.

It will thus be appreciated that a see-through design 1s
created wherein a large number of gourmet pots and pans
may be attractively displayed and stored. The ring elements
20 also provide a supporting space for lids to be stored.

The units may be relatively easily manufactured using
known metals and welding or other attaching techniques
known 1n the mechanical assembly arts. The units may thus
be economically manufactured for widespread commercial
appeal.

The design 1s highly stable by reason of the widened
support base 80 which render the units nearly impossible to
tip over.

The units effectively save space while attractively dis-
playing gourmet pots and pans and the lids therefor.

While particular embodiments have been described, it 1s
intended to cover all equivalent structures which would
reasonably occur to those of skill in the art.

I claim:

1. A support rack means for holding gourmet pots, pans
and lids comprising:

an upper ring element(10) having plural legs(12) extend-
ing downwardly and inwardly therefrom,

a plurality of hook means(15) around the periphery of said
upper ring element,

said legs(12) extending to a circular base plate(30), ball-
bearing means(40) between said circular base

plate(30) and a lower circular base plate(50), legs(60)
extending downwardly from said lower circular base
plate to a support base(80).
2. The support rack means of claim 1 and further includ-
ing lower ring means(20) inward of legs(12) to provide a
supporting space for lids.
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3. The support rack means of claim 2 wherein said lower
ring means(20) has a plurality of hooks(25) around the
periphery thereof.

4. The support rack means of claim 3 wherein said support
base(80) 1s octagonal in shape to provide stability to the
overall unit.

5. The support rack means of claim 4 wherein the overall
unit shape 1s that of an hourglass to give stability to the

structure.

4

6. The support rack means of claim 5 wherein said circular
base plates(30,50) are of smaller diameter than said upper
ring element(10) and said support base(80).

7. The support rack means of claim 6 wherein the upper
portion of said rack 1s rotatable via said ball-bearing

clements(40).
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