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1
TRUSS STRUCTURE FOR A UTILITY POLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present mnvention relates to a utility pole constructed
from a composite material.

2. Description of Related Art

Utility poles are typically constructed from wooden poles
that are anchored into the ground. The utility poles will
typically have arms that support a number of electrical
power lines. The continuous exposure to harsh environmen-
tal conditions can cause the wood poles to rot and decay. To
prevent rotting, the wood 1s sometimes treated with a carbon
base material such as tar. It has been found that most
conventional wood treating material 1s harmiul to the envi-
ronment. Additionally, 1t has been found that a significant
amount of electrical current drains to the ground, thereby
reducing the energy efliciency of the power system.

Metal poles have been installed to increase the life of the
utility poles. Metal poles are highly conductive and gener-
ally create an unsafe environment for the utility personnel
that maintain and repair the pole. Additionally, both metal
and wooden poles are relatively heavy, typically requiring a

crane to lift and install the poles.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,175,971 1ssued to McCombs discloses a
hollow utility pole that 1s constructed from a composite
material such as a resin impregnated fiber glass. The
McCombs pole has a hexagonally shaped liner located
within a hexagonally shaped primary pole. The outer pri-
mary pole has a plurality of dove tail grooves that allow arm
attachments to be mounted to the pole. Additionally, the
ogrooves allow personnel to climb the pole. The dove tail
ogrooves create a number of rounded fingers located adjacent
to thin neck portions of the primary pole. It has been found
that when forming the composite, the resin and glass fibers
do not evenly flow 1nto the neck and finger portions of the
primary pole. The uneven resin flow and glass fiber distri-
bution can reduce the structural mtegrity of the pole. The
rounded finger portions also add thickness and weight to a
utility pole that can be 40 feet 1n length.

The hollow McComb utility pole has relatively low
bending and torsional stifinesses. The relatively low stifiness
must be compensated for by a thicker wall. Increasing the
thickness of the wall increases the weight of the pole. It
would be desirable to provide a relatively strong, light-
weilght utility pole which can be efficiently constructed from
a composite material.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s a utility pole constructed from
composite material. The pole has a triangular shaped first
composite member which has an inner channel defined by
three walls that intersect at three corresponding apexes.
Within the first composite member 1s a second triangular
shaped composite member which also has three walls that
intersect at three corresponding apexes. The apexes of the
second member 1ntersect with the walls of the first member
such that the second member walls extend across the inner
channel. The extension of the second member walls across
the inner channel provides structural support for the walls of
the first member and creates a relatively rigid composite
utility pole. The utility pole may have additional triangular
shaped composite members that are nested within the second
member to further increase the stifiness of the pole.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The objects and advantages of the present invention will
become more readily apparent to those ordinarily skilled in
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the art after reviewing the following detailed description and
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a telephone pole of the
present 1nvention;

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view of the telephone pole;

FIGS. 3a, 3b, 3c and 3d are alternate embodiments of the
telephone pole;

FIG. 4a 1s an exploded view of an arm attachment
assembly;

FIG. 4b 1s a perspective view of an arm mounting bracket;

FIG. 5 1s an exploded view of an arm that 1s attached to
a top portion of the telephone pole;

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view showing a hand climbing,
device and a foot climbing device coupled to the utility pole;

FIG. 7 1s a top view showing a weave of the utility pole
composite material;

FIG. 8 1s a perspective view of a tiered pole;
FIG. 9 15 a perspective view showing the tiers of the pole;

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of a pole with fiber optic
clements embedded within the walls.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring to the drawings more particularly by reference
numbers, FIG. 1 shows a utility pole assembly 10 of the
present invention. The components of the pole assembly 10
are constructed from a composite material such as a glass
reinforced resin. The outer surface of the composite material
1s typically smooth so that animals do not climb the pole.
Additionally, the composite material will not carry bacteria
or create slivers which can be harmiul to the utility person-
nel that maintain and repair the pole. The composite material
1s also a dielectric which significantly reduces the amount of
clectrical current that drains to the ground, thereby increas-
ing the energy efficiency of the power system. The compos-
ite pole assembly 1s generally immune to corrosive ambient
conditions and 1s not susceptible to being struck by light-
ening. The composite material may be wrapped with a cloth
that contains ultraviolet additives which provide protection
to solar energy.

The assembly 10 includes a pole 12 that 1s attached to a
sleeve 14. The sleeve 14 may have a base 16 that 1s buried
into the ground to anchor the pole 12. The sleeve 14
preferably has an inner cavity that has the same profile as the
shape of the pole 12, so that the pole 12 can be slipped into
the sleeve 14. The assembly 10 typically includes arms 18
that support electrical wires 20. The assembly 10 may also
have a top 22. The top 22 may be conical 1n shape to prevent
birds from perching on the pole. The top 22 may have an
inner lip 26 that 1s 1nserted into the pole 12.

FIG. 2 shows a preferred embodiment of the pole 12. The
pole 12 has a first triangular shaped composite member 26
that has an inner channel 28. The inner channel 28 1s defined
by three walls 30—34 that mtersect at corresponding apexes
36—40. Within the inner channel 28 1s a second triangular
shaped composite member 42. The second member 42 also
has an inner channel 44 defined by three walls 46—50 that
intersect at three corresponding apexes 52—56. The apexes
52-56 of the second member 42 mtersect with the walls
30-34 of the first member 26 so that the walls 46—50 extend
across the inner channel 28. In the preferred embodiment,
the apexes 52—56 intersect with the midpoint of the walls
30-34. The walls 30-34 may have cups 58 that scat the

second member 42 within the inner channel 28.
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The walls 46—50 of the second member 42 provide
structural support for the first member 26 and provide a
relatively rigid composite utility pole. The stiffness of the
pole allows the composite members to be constructed with
a thinner wall than a pole without the cross-support. The
thinner walls creates a relatively light weight pole. The
stifflness of the pole can be increased by nesting third 60 and
fourth 62 triangular shaped composite members within the
second composite member 42. The inner spaces of the
composite members can be filled with a foam 64 that further
increases the structural integrity of the pole. The compo-
nents of the assembly can be bonded together by a cured
filmed, adhesive or other means of attaching together the
various parts of the pole.

FIGS. 3a and 3b show alternate embodiments of the
members, wherein the first members 26' and 26" have
concave and convex shaped walls, respectively. The
concave/convex walls provide a more acrodynamic pole that
1s less susceptible to wind shear. FIG. 3¢ shows another
alternate embodiment, wherein the second member 42' has
a hexagonal cross-section. FIG. 3d shows vet another alter-
nate embodiment that contains a pair of rectangular shaped
members 26a and 42a.

FIG. 4a shows an arm attachment assembly 70 that can be
attached to the pole 12. The assembly includes an attach-
ment member 72 which has two crossed beams 74 and 76.
The attachment member 72 1s mounted to one of the pole
walls by a fastener 78. The attachment member 72 has a
number of leg portions 80 that are adjacent to the walls of
the pole and prevent rotation of the beams 74 and 76 relative
to the pole 12. An arm 18 1s clamped to the attachment
member 72 by a pair of clamps 82 that are fastened to the
beams 74 and 76. The attachment member 72, arm 18 and
clamps 82 can all be constructed from a composite material.
FIG. 4b shows an arm mounting bracket 83 is strapped to the
pole 12 and supports an arm 18 which extends from the pole
12 at an angle.

FIG. 5 shows an alternate pole assembly which has a top
84 that 1s 1nserted 1nto the pole 12 and which has a pair of
arms 86 that extend from a base portion 88 and support the
electrical wires.

FIG. 6 shows a hand climbing device 90 and a foot
climbing device 92 that can be used by utility personnel to
climb the pole 12. The climber typically utilizes separate
hand 90 and foot 92 devices for each hand and foot,
respectively. Each device has a pair of leg portions 94 that
extend from a base portion 96. The dimensions and stiff-
nesses of the devices are such that the leg portions 94 will
normally clamp the pole 12 and maintain the position of the
climber. To release and move the hand device 90, the
climber can pull on a handle 98 to move the adjacent leg
portion 94 away from the pole wall. Likewise, the foot
device 92 can be moved relative to the pole by pulling on a
foot platform 100 that moves the adjacent leg portion away
from the pole and releases the device from the pole walls.
The devices 90 and 92 have enough resiliency to spring back
and clamp the pole 12 when the hand/platform is released by
the utility personnel. The climber can scale the pole by
continuously pulling, moving and releasing the devices 90

and 92.

FIG. 7 shows a preferred embodiment for constructing the
composite material. The composite may have a first string
110 of reinforcing material that 1s essentially parallel with a
second string 112 of reinforcing material. A third string 114
of remnforcing material 1s then weaved between the two
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strings 1n a pattern that creates a plurality of triangles. The
third string 114 provides structural support for the first 110
and second 112 strings. The resin impregnated reinforcing

strings are typically a fiberglass or other conventional com-
posite reinforcing material. The reinforcing material 1s typi-
cally impregnated with a resin. The composite 1s typically
extruded 1nto the shape of a pole component.

FIGS. 8 and 9 show an alternate embodiment of a tiered
pole 121. Such a pole 121 can be constructed to be 120 feet
long, thereby providing a single high extension utility unait.
The pole 121 1s constructed into three tiered sections 120,
122 and 124 with descending cross-sectional areas. Tiering,
the pole reduces the weight without compromising the
structural integrity of the pole.

FIG. 10 shows an alternate embodiment of a pole 12 with
fiber optic cables 126 that are embedded within the walls
30-34. The fiber optic cables typically run along the length
of the pole.

While certain exemplary embodiments have been
described and shown 1n the accompanying drawings, it 1s to
be understood that such embodiments are merely illustrative
of and not restrictive on the broad invention, and that this
invention not be limited to the specific constructions and
arrangements shown and described, since various other
modifications may occur to those ordinarily skilled in the art.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A utility pole, comprising:

a first member which has an mner channel defined by
three walls that intersect at three corresponding apexes;

a second member which has three walls that define an
mnner channel and which extend across said inner
channel of said first member and are attached to said

first member; and

a third member which has three walls that extend across
said 1ner channel of said second member and are
attached to said second member.

2. The utility pole as recited 1n claim 1, wherein said first
and second members are constructed from a composite
material.

3. The utility pole as recited 1n claim 1, further comprising
an arm attachment that 1s mounted to said first member.

4. The utility pole as recited 1n claim 1, further comprising
a hand climbing device which has a base portion that can be
located adjacent to a base wall of said first member, a pair
of leg portions that can be located adjacent to a pair of
non-base walls of said first member, and a handle that can be
pulled to move one of said leg portions away from said first
member.

5. The utility pole as recited in claim 1, further comprising
a foot climbing device which has a base portion that can be
located adjacent to a base wall of said first member, a pair
of leg portions that can be located adjacent to a pair of
non-base walls of said first member, and a platform that can
be pulled to move one of said leg portions away from said
first member.

6. The utility pole as recited in claim 1, further comprising,
a sleeve that 1s mounted to a ground surface and which has
an 1nner channel that receives said first member.

7. The utility pole as recited 1n claim 1, wherein said walls
of said first member are concave.

8. The utility pole as recited 1n claim 1, wherein said walls
of said first member are convex.
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