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1
COVERING/CARRIER FOR A BOOK

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a covering or a carrier for
a book and particularly relates to a covering or carrier
formed of sheet material which may be folded about various
foldlines to accommodate books of different sizes and
preferably has flexible handles for carrying the book.

BACKGROUND

Many different types of coverings for books have been
proposed and constructed 1n the past. Most are constructed
of a particular size for use with a particular size of book.
This, of course, requires multiple different sized coverings
for differently sized books, as well as requiring an individual
covering a book to know 1n advance what covering size 1s
required before procuring the covering. Also, coverings for
a book are generally not provided with straps or handles
whereby the book can be readily carried using such handles.
Where book coverings have been provided with handles, for
example, see U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,410,741 and 1,136,598, the
handles are fixed to the covers along their side edges and this
precludes adjustment of the covering for different sized
books. Also, there 1s the added expense of providing handles
for each different size of book covering 1f such book covers
arc to be utilized. Additionally, many book covers are
pre-formed. That 1s, they are folded into or provided in
discrete multiple parts to form a predetermined configura-
tion. Various methods are then employed to maintain that
confliguration, for example, the folded or discrete elements
are often glued or sewn to one another. This, of course,
increases manufacturing costs and the ultimate costs for the
book covering which, again, 1s useful only for a particular
size book. Thus, there has developed a need for a covering
for a book which can be 1nexpensively formed, configured
to afford a covering for books of various sizes, 1.¢., heights
and lengths as well as thicknesses, and which covering
provides handles whereby the book can be readily and easily
carried.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the present invention, there 1s pro-
vided a novel and improved covering for a book which may
be formed from a single sheet of flexible material and folded
in such manner that the front and back covers of a book can
be 1nserted 1nto pockets formed by the folded sheet material.
Handles are preferably applied to or formed integrally with
the sheet material before folding and may be used to carry
and support the book within the covering. To accomplish the
foregoing, the sheet material 1n its generic form may be
provided 1n a generally rectilinear planar configuration hav-
ing top, bottom and side edges, with a pair of handles being
secured or 1ntegrally formed with the sheet material along a
top portion of the rectilinear sheet. The handles are prefer-
ably formed of a tlexible material which may be identical to
or different than the flexible material of the covering itself.
The flexible handles, attached to the sheet material or
integral therewith, project beyond the top edge of the
rectilinear sheet.

In a preferred embodiment, a bottom panel of the sheet
material 1s folded about a first foldline generally parallel to
the bottom edge to overlie a portion of the sheet material
along a face of the material, the bottom panel extending
between the opposite side edges of the sheet. Side panels
along opposite sides and extending between the top and
bottom edges of the sheet and mncluding end portions of the
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folded bottom panel are preferably folded about foldlines
generally perpendicular to the first-mentioned foldline. It
will be appreciated that by folding the side panels such that
lower portions thereof overlie the face of the sheet material,
pockets are formed by the side panels and folded end
portions of the bottom panel at opposite lower corners of the

covering. Those corners are utilized to receive the bottom
corners of the front and back covers of the book. With the

handles projecting from the top of the sheet material and the
bottom panel folded along the bottom of the material, 1t wall
be further appreciated that the foldlines along the end
portions of the bottom panel form bottom supports 1n the
pockets for the corners of the front and back covers whereby
the bottom {foldlines of the end bottom panel portions
support the book within the covering when carried by the

handles.

In addition, pockets may be formed for receiving the
upper corners of the front and back covers of the book. To
accomplish this, projecting tabs are provided on the sheet
material 1n 1ts planar form along the side margins of the sheet
material. By folding over the tabs onto the face of the sheet
material prior to folding the side panels, 1t will be appreci-
ated that, when the side panels are folded with the tab, the
tab and portion of the side panel form a pocket for receiving
the upper corners of the front and back covers. While the
folded tab does not provide a book supporting function when
the book 1s carried by the handles, 1t does retain the covering
against the cover of the book and provides a finished
appearance to the covering.

The sheet material may be provided 1n a single size which
can be folded by the user to accommodate and provide a
covering for books of various sizes. Thus, the bottom panel
may be folded about the first foldline at various distances
from the bottom edge of the sheet material to accommodate
books of different heights. Likewise, the side panels may be
folded about the second foldlines at various distances from
the side edges of the sheet material to accommodate books
of different widths, that 1s, books having different distances
between the side edges of the front and back covers when the
book 1s opened and the covers lie 1n a common plane.
Various 1ndicia may optionally be provided on the face of the
sheet to 1ndicate the location of the foldlines for various
sizes ol books.

It will be appreciated also that the handles may be formed
integrally with the sheet material of the covering or may be
secured separately to the covering. For example, plastic
handles may be secured by adhesive to sheet material
formed of paper. Further, the bottom panel may be rein-
forced by a discrete piece of material suitably secured to the
sheet material by glue or the like.

In a preferred embodiment according to the present
invention, there 1s provided a covering for a book having
front and back covers comprising a sheet of flexible material
having top, bottom and opposite side edges and first and
second opposite faces, a bottom panel of the sheet material
being folded about a first foldline generally parallel to the
bottom edge to overlie a portion of the sheet material along
the first face thereof, the folded bottom panel extending
between the opposite side edges, a pairr of side panels
extending between the top and bottom edges, and including
end portions of the folded bottom panel, folded about second
foldlines generally parallel to the side edges and perpen-
dicular to the first foldline to overlie portions of the sheet
material along the first face therecof and portions of the
bottom panel folded about the first foldline, bottom portions
of the folded side panels and the folded bottom end portions
thereof forming pockets for receiving respective corners of
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the front and back covers of a book, a pair of handles secured
to the sheet material along a top portion thereof and between

the side edges, the handles projecting from the top portion
for carrying a book overlying the sheet material with corners
of the front and back covers of the book received 1n the
pockets, respectively.

In a further preferred embodiment according to the
present invention, there 1s provided a covering for a book
having front and back covers comprising a first sheet of
flexible material having top, bottom and opposite side edges
and first and second opposite faces, a second sheet of
flexible material overlying a bottom portion of the first sheet
material along the first face thereof, the second sheet extend-
ing between the opposite side edges of the first sheet and
forming with the bottom portion of the first sheet a multi-ply
layer along the bottom of the covering, a panel of the
multi-ply layer being folded about a first foldline generally
parallel to the bottom edge to overlie a portion of the
multi-ply layer, the folded multi-ply panel extending
between opposite side edges, a pair of side panels extending,
between the top and bottom edges, including end portions of
the multi-ply panel folded about respective foldlines gener-
ally parallel to the side edges and perpendicular to the
bottom edge to overlie portions of the sheet material along
the first face thereof and portions of the multi-ply panel,
bottom portions of the folded side panels and the bottom end
portions of the multi-ply panel forming pockets for receiving,
respective corners of the front and back covers of a book, a
pair of handles secured to the sheet material along a top
portion thereof and between the side edges, the handles
projecting from the top portion for carrying a book overlying,
the sheet material with bottom corners of the front and back
covers of the book received 1n the pockets, respectively,
formed along bottom portions of the covering.

In a still further preferred embodiment according to the
present invention, there 1s provided a covering for a book
having front and back covers comprising a sheet of flexible
material having top, bottom and opposite side edges and first
and second opposite faces, a bottom panel of the sheet
material being folded about a first foldline generally parallel
to the bottom edge to overlie a portion of the sheet material
along the first face thereof, the folded bottom panel extend-
ing between the opposite side edges, a pair of side panels
extending between the top and bottom edges, and including
end portions of the folded bottom panel, folded about second
foldlines generally parallel to the side edges and perpen-
dicular to the first foldline to overlie portions of the bottom
panel folded about the first foldline, the folded side panels
and the folded bottom end portions of the bottom panel
forming pockets for receiving respective front and back
covers of a book, a pair of laterally spaced handles secured
to the sheet material between the side edges and along a top
portion of the covering opposite the first foldline, the
handles projecting from the top portion of the covering for
carrying a book overlying the sheet material with bottom
corners of the front and back covers of the book received 1n
the pockets, respectively, along a bottom portion of the
covering.

Accordingly, 1t 1s a primary object of the present invention
to provide a novel and improved covering for books which
can be manufactured mexpensively, applied to books of
various sizes and affords carrying handles for the book.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view ol a covering for a book
constructed 1n accordance with the present invention and
illustrating the covering applied to a particular book;
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FIG. 2 1s a plan view of sheet of material from which the
covering of FIG. 1 1s formed;

FIGS. 3 and 4 are views similar to FIG. 2 illustrating a
progression of steps for forming the book covering from the
sheet material of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 1s a fragmentary perspective view of a front or back
cover of a book being disposed 1n pockets formed by the
covering;;

FIGS. 6, 7 and 8 are fragmentary views 1llustrating top
portions of the sheet material in different embodiments for
locating and/or forming the handles for the covering hereof;
and

FIG. 9 1s a view similar to FIG. 2 illustrating a reinforced
bottom panel for the covering hereolf.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings, particularly to FIG. 1,
there 1s 1llustrated a covering, generally designated 10, for a
book B, the front and back covers 12 and 14, respectively,
of the book being illustrated in pockets of the covering,
described below, the covering having handles 16. It will be
noted that the handles lie along the top or bottom of the
covering adjacent the top or bottom pages of the book and
not along the free side edges of the book, the book being
supported 1n the covering otherwise than by the spine of the

book.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there 1s illustrated the covering,
10 1n laid-out or plan form prior to configuring it to a
particular book. The covering 10 1s formed of flexible sheet
material 20. The material may comprise any flexible sheet
material such as paper, plastic, fabric, vinyl, leather and the
like. As 1llustrated, sheet 20 has top, bottom and side edges
22, 24 and 26, respectively. Handles 28 are provided along
the top portion of the sheet 20. The handles may be formed
of a similar material as the sheet 20 or a dissimilar material
and may be variously secured to the sheet 20 or form an
integral part of the sheet 20. For example, as 1llustrated in
FIG. 2, sheet 20 may be formed of paper and the flexible
handles 28 formed of a plastic material adhesively secured
to the upper margins of the sheet 20. It will be appreciated
that the handles may be formed of various types of materials
such as paper, vinyl, fabric, cardboard, rubber, twisted paper,
plastic, leather, burlap and the like. While the handles are
preferably formed of a flexible material so that in use they
can lie along the upper margins of the book when the book
1s not 1n use, 1t will be appreciated that solid materials may
also be used, such as wood, wire or even ceramic materials
whereby the handles may project from the upper margins of
the book. Handles slidable relative to the sheet 20 may also
be used. For example, twisted paper or braided fabric may
be provided with end enlargements serving as stops pre-
venting the handles from slhiding further along apertures
provided in the sheet material. Also, the handles may be
secured to the sheet material by discrete elements, such as a
separate piece of flexible material secured to the sheet
material. For example, where the covering 1s formed of
paper, a separate piece of paper may be adhesively secured
along the inside or outside face of the sheet material with
positions of the handle therebetween. Alternatively, a top
portion of the sheet material may be folded down, secured
intermediate 1ts ends to the sheet material and the handles,

¢.g., braided paper, may extend through slots formed along
the foldline.

As 1llustrated in FIG. 2, a pair of handles are provided in
side-by-side relation one to the other, with the handles
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straddling a midline or median of sheet 20 between its
opposite sides, and which median normally will lie along the
spine of the book when the covering 1s applied thereto. The
handles 16 are 1illustrated of a size for grasping by an
individual’s hand. It will be appreciated that the handles may
be elongated, for example, to form shoulder straps.

The dot-dash lines, for example, the lines 30a, 305 and
30c or the lines 324, 32b and 32c¢, represent various foldlines
about which the sheet material 20 can be folded and in a
certain sequence, described below, 1in order to provide a
single sheet 20 configured as a covering and carrier for use
with various sizes of books. Additional indicia may be
provided, or none at all.

When the user desires to form a covering for a particular
book from sheet 20 illustrated 1in FIG. 2, a bottom panel 34
is folded about the first foldline, ¢.g., foldline 30a (FIG. 2)
to overlie a first or inside face of the sheet 20. The bottom
panel extends between the opposite side edges 26 of sheet
20. Once this 1s accomplished, side panels 36 may be folded
about second foldlines, e.g., foldline 32b, extending gener-
ally perpendicular to the first foldline 304, and to the top and
bottom edges of sheet 20 to overlie the inside face of sheet
20. The side panel 36, when folded, ¢.g., about the second
foldline 32b as 1llustrated in FIG. 4, also includes an end
portion 38 (FIG. 3) of the bottom panel 34. With the side
panels 36 folded about second foldlines 32b as 1llustrated in
FIG. 5, 1t will be appreciated that pockets 40 are formed
adjacent the sides of sheet 20 by the respective side panels
36 and the folded-over end portions 38 of bottom panel 34.
With the side panels 36 folded about second foldlines 32 at
opposite sides of the covering, in this basic form of the
imvention, the lower corners of the front and back covers 12
and 14, respectively, of a book may be received in the
respective pockets 40 as illustrated 1n FIG. 5. With the front
and back covers received 1n the pockets, 1t will be further
appreciated that the foldline 30a at the bottom of each
pocket forms a support for the covers 12 and 14 of the book
and, hence, the book when the book 1s carried by handles 16.

Referring back to FIGS. 2 and 3, and 1n a preferred form
hereof, the top edge 22 of sheet 20 has projecting tabs 42.
Tabs 42 are useful in forming pockets 43 along the upper
side of the covering. These pockets 43 are non-supporting.
The tabs 42, as illustrated m FIGS. 2 and 3, may be folded
about foldlines 44 to overlie the 1nside face of the sheet 20,
forming the pocket 43 between the tab 42 and the side panel
into which may be received the upper corners of the front
and back covers 12 and 14, respectively, as illustrated 1n
FIG. 5. Tabs 42 and pockets 43, however, retain the top
portions of the covering 1n contact with the book covers and
are also useful to form a finished appearance for the cover-
Ing.

In the form of the invention illustrated in FIGS. 2 through
5, portions of the handles 16 are folded with the side panels.
However, the handles need not extend laterally to that extent
and, therefore, need not form a portion of the side panels
folded over about the second foldlines. In a preferred
embodiment, the sheet material 20 may have a length of 24
inches and a height of 18 inches. Thus, by folding the
various panels hereof about selected foldlines, a covering of

this size can accommodate most of the variously sized
books.

Referring now to FIG. 6, which illustrates a further
embodiment of the present invention wherein like reference
numerals denote like parts, followed by the suflix x, there 1s
illustrated a sheet 20x wherein the handles 16x are formed

integrally with the sheet 20x by die-cutting the upper portion
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of sheet 20x. By die-cutting 1s meant both forming a slit
through the sheet material or perforations along the material.
The upper portions 50 of the sheet 20 which are die-cut are
illustrated as folded down about fold axes 44x, thus enabling
the handles 16x to project above the upper edge of the
covering 1n its final configuration. The upper panels S0 may
remain loose but preferably the middle panel 1s secured to
the underlying portions of the sheet 20x, for example, by
adhesive, whereby the covering in the region adjacent the
handles 1s reinforced. The end panels 50x along their end
edges remain unsecured while remaining portions of the end
panels may be secured to the underlying portions of sheet
20x. In that connection, where the covering may be “per-
manently employed” with a particular book, intermediate
portions of the bottom panel 34 may likewise be adhesively
or otherwise secured to the mside face of sheet 20 between
side panels 36 after panel 34 1s folded about foldline 30a.
Referring back to FIG. 6, 1t will be seen that the top end
panels 50 form an upper pocket 46x for receiving the upper
corners of the front and back covers of the book when they
are folded about the second foldlines with the side panels to
complete formation of the covering 10.

Referring to FIG. 7, a folded-over upper portion of the
sheet material may be used to provide the upper pockets as
well as to remnforce the upper portion of the covering
adjacent the handles. Particularly, an upper portion of the
covering adjacent the handles may be reinforced by folding
over a top panel 52 about a further foldline 44y, the panel 52
extending between the opposite side edges of sheet 20.
Interior portions of the folded-over panel 52 may be adhe-
sively secured by adhesive 53 to the underlying sheet 20y,
leaving opposite side margins of panel 52 open to form
pockets 46y along opposite upper side edges of the covering.
The handles 16y are secured, for example, by adhesive to the
folded-over panel 52, as illustrated, 1.e., upside-down along
the outer face of sheet material 20x prior to folding. In this
manner, securement between the handles and the sheet 20y
for supporting the book 1s substantially reinforced. Also,
while the handles are illustrated as being secured on the
seccond face of the sheet material, the handles may be
received 1n slots 1n or adjacent the foldline for securement to
either the first or second faces or both.

Referring now to FIG. 8, the sheet 20z may have tabs 42z
folded about foldlines 44z similarly as 1n FIG. 3, the tabs
being greater or lesser 1n lateral extent than illustrated in
FIG. 3. The handles 16z may be secured to the sheet 20z
along the opposite face of the sheet 20z, 1.e., on the outside

face of the covering, rather than on the inside face as
illustrated in FIG. 3.

In FIG. 9, there 1s 1llustrated a discrete piece of flexible
material 54 which overlies a bottom portion of the sheet
material 20. For example, where material 20 1s formed of
paper, an additional piece 54 of paper may be secured by
adhesive to the inside or outside face (the inside face being
illustrated) of sheet 20. Additionally, flexible material 54
thus forms with sheet material 20 a multi-ply layer which 1s
folded as 1n the previous embodiments thereof about the first
foldline. The first foldline, e.g., 30a, 30b or 30c¢, 1s therefore
reinforced along its opposite end portions at locations where
the weight of the book 1s concentrated when the covering 1s
used as a carrier for the book. The indicia 60 can therefore
be located along the remforcing piece 54 as illustrated.

It will also be appreciated that a reinforcing strip, similar
to piece 54, may be secured, e.g., by adhesive to the top
portion of the sheet material 20, particularly to reinforce the
handles. Thus, a sheet may be secured along the inside or
outside face of the sheet material with portions of the
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handles therebetween ensuring a strong connection between
the handles and cover.

It will thus be appreciated that by the foregoing
construction, the objects of the present invention are fully
accomplished. The covering 10 may be configured to fit all
sizes of books by folding bottom and side panels about
various ones of the fold axes 30 and 32, respectively. Indicia,
including the foldlines themselves, as well as dimensional
indicia 60 (FIG. 2) may be provided adjacent each of the
foldlines to mndicate to the user the particular foldline about
which the covering may be folded to fit a particular sized
book. Note also that the book will advantageously remain in
a closed position when the carrying handles are grasped by
the user. Also, when using tlexible handles, one or both of
the handles may be folded into the book and serve as a
bookmark.

While the i1nvention has been described 1n connection
with what 1s presently considered to be the most practical
and preferred embodiment, it 1s to be understood that the
mvention 1s not to be limited to the disclosed embodiment,
but on the conftrary, 1s intended to cover various modifica-
tions and equivalent arrangements mncluded within the spirit
and scope of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A covering for a book having front and back covers
comprising:

a sheet of flexible material having top, bottom and oppo-

site side edges and first and second opposite faces;

a bottom panel of said sheet material being folded about
a first foldline generally parallel to said bottom edge to
overlie a portion of said sheet material along said first
face thereof, said folded bottom panel extending
between said opposite side edges;

a pair of side panels extending between said top and
bottom edges, and including end portions of said folded
bottom panel, folded about second foldlines generally
parallel to said side edges and perpendicular to said first
foldline to overlie portions of said sheet material along

said first face thereof and portions of said bottom panel
folded about said first foldline;

bottom portions of said folded side panels and the folded
bottom end portions thereof forming pockets for receiv-
ing respective corners of the front and back covers of

a book;

a pair of handles secured to said sheet material along a top
portion thereof and between said side edges, said
handles projecting from said top portion for carrying a
book overlying said sheet material with corners of the
front and back covers of the book received i1n said
pockets, respectively.

2. A covering according to claim 1 including tabs formed
along said top portion of the sheet material adjacent opposite
side edges thereof, respectively, and forming part of said
side panels, said tabs being folded about third foldlines
generally parallel to said first foldline to overlie a portion of
the sheet material along said first face thereof and being
folded with said side panels about said second foldlines to
overlie portions of said sheet material along said first face
thereof, said folded tabs and upper portions of said side
panels forming second pockets for receiving other corners,
respectively, of the front and back covers of the book.

3. A covering according to claim 1 wherein said handles
are adhesively attached to said sheet material.

4. A covering according to claim 1 including indicia on
said sheet material indicative of a plurality of locations of
said first foldline along said sheet material 1n accordance
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with the height of a book being covered by the covering
enabling books having front and back covers of different
heights to be covered by said covering.

5. A covering according to claim 1 including indicia on
said sheet material indicative of a plurality of locations of
said second foldlines along said sheet material in accordance
with the width of a book being covered by the covering
enabling books of different widths to be covered by said
covering.

6. A covering according to claim 1 wheremn said top
portion of said sheet material 1s die cut to form said handles.

7. A covering according to claim 1 wherein a section of
said top portion 1s folded about a fourth foldline to overlie
said first face of said sheet material, said handles being
secured to said folded top section portion.

8. A covering according to claim 1 wherein said handles
are formed of a material 1dentical to said sheet material.

9. A covering according to claim 1 wherein said handles
are formed integrally with said sheet material.

10. A covering according to claim 1 including indicia on
said sheet material indicative of a plurality of locations of
said first foldline along said sheet material 1n accordance
with the height of a book being covered by the covering
enabling books having front and back covers of different
heights to be covered by said covering, the indicia on said
sheet material being indicative of a plurality of locations of
said second foldlines along said sheet material 1n accordance
with the width of a book being covered by the covering
enabling books of different widths to be covered by said
covering.

11. A covering according to claim 1 wherein a section of
said top portion 1s folded about a fourth foldline to overlie
a portion of said sheet material, slots formed through said
fourth foldline for receiving handles therethrough, said
handles being retained between said folded top portion
section and the portion of said sheet material underlying said
folded top portion section.

12. A covering for a book having front and back covers
comprising:

a lirst sheet of flexible material having top, bottom and
opposite side edges and first and second opposite faces;

a second sheet of flexible material overlying a bottom
portion of said first sheet material along said first face
thereof, said second sheet extending between said
opposite side edges of said first sheet and forming with
the bottom portion of said first sheet a multi-ply layer
along the bottom of the covering;

a panel of said multi-ply layer being folded about a first
foldline generally parallel to said bottom edge to over-
lie a portion of said multi-ply layer, said folded multi-
ply panel extending between opposite side edges;

a pair of side panecls extending between said top and
bottom edges, including end portions of said multi-ply
panel folded about respective foldlines generally par-
allel to said side edges and perpendicular to said bottom
edge to overlie portions of said sheet material along
said first face thereof and portions of said multi-ply
panel;

bottom portions of said folded side panels and the bottom
end portions of the multi-ply panel forming pockets for
receiving respective corners of the front and back
covers of a book;

a pair of handles secured to said sheet material along a top
portion thereof and between said side edges, said
handles projecting from said top portion for carrying a
book overlying said sheet material with bottom corners
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of the front and back covers of the book received in said
pockets, respectively, formed along bottom portions of
the covering.

13. A covering according to claim 12 including tabs
formed along said top portion of the sheet material adjacent
opposite side edges thereof, respectively, and forming part
of said side panels, said tabs being folded about respective

foldlines generally parallel to said bottom edge to overlie a
portion of the sheet material along said first face thereof and
being folded with said side panels to overlie portions of said
sheet material along said first face thereof, said folded tabs
and upper portions of said side panels forming second
pockets for receiving other corners, respectively, of the front
and back covers of the book.

14. A covering according to claim 12 wherein said handles
are adhesively attached to said sheet material.

15. A covering according to claim 12 including indicia on
said sheet material indicative of a plurality of locations of
said first foldline along said sheet material 1n accordance
with the height of a book being covered by the covering
enabling books having front and back covers of different
heights to be covered by said covering.

16. A covering according to claim 12 including indicia on
said sheet material indicative of a plurality of locations of
said side panel foldlines along said sheet material 1n accor-
dance with the width of a book being covered by the
covering enabling books of different widths to be covered by
said covering.

17. A covering according to claim 12 wherein said top
portion of said sheet material 1s die cut to form said handles.

18. A covering according to claim 12 wherein a section of
said top portion 1s folded about a foldline to overlie said first
face of said sheet material, said handles being secured to
said folded top section portion along a second face of said
sheet material.
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19. A covering according to claim 12 wherein said handles
are formed of a material 1dentical to said sheet material.
20. A covering for a book having front and back covers
comprising;
a sheet of flexible material having top, bottom and oppo-
site side edges and first and second opposite faces;

a bottom panel of said sheet material being folded about
a first foldline generally parallel to said bottom edge to
overlie a portion of said sheet material along said first
face thereof, said folded bottom panel extending
between said opposite side edges;

a pair of side panecls extending between said top and
bottom edges, and including end portions of said folded
bottom panel, folded about second foldlines generally
parallel to said side edges and perpendicular to said first

foldline to overlie portions of said bottom panel folded
about said first foldline;

said folded side panels and the folded bottom end portions
of said bottom panel forming pockets for receiving
respective front and back covers of a book;

a pair of laterally spaced handles secured to said sheet
material between said side edges and along a top
portion of the covering opposite said first foldline, said
handles projecting from said top portion of the covering
for carrying a book overlying said sheet material with
bottom corners of the front and back covers of the book
received 1n said pockets, respectively, along a bottom
portion of the covering.
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