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[57] ABSTRACT

An automatic self-propelled vacuum cleaner includes an
electrical power supply cord having a plug. The plug carries
latches which can be coupled to either the vacuum cleaner
or a wall-mounted socket. The vacuum cleaner carries a light
beam receiver which receives a light beam signal emitted
from the socket for guiding the vacuum cleaner toward the
socket. |

7 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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POWER SUPPLY APPARATUS FOR
AUTOMATIC VACUUM CLEANER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a power supply apparatus
for an automatic vacuum cleaner in which a plug means may
be inserted into a socket on a wall or be separated from the

socket.
2. Description of the Prior Art

A conventional automatic vacuum cleaner, as shown in
FIG. 1, which comprises a motor 3 for generating suction
force toward a body 1, a dust collecting chamber § for
collecting dust and foreign materials sucked by operation of
the motor 3, a plurality of driving wheels 7 for moving the
body in forward, backward, left and right directions, a
plurality of auxiliary wheels 9 for supporting the body 1, a
suction brush 11 for conducting dust and foreign materials

sucked by the motor 3. The suction brush 11 is at one side
thereof in contact with a floor to be cleaned, and is at the

other side thereof connected to the dust collecting chamber
S. | |

Meanwhile, the body 1 is at a top side thereof provided
with power cord activating means 15 to draw in or permit
extraction of the power cord 13. The power cord activating
means 15 is disposed below a control means 17 to control
the automatic vacuum cleaner’s movement. The power cord
13 is at one side thereof attached to a plug 19 to be
electrically connected with a socket not shown.

In the conventional vacuum cleaner as constructed above
when an user operates an operation switch (not shown)
within the control means 17 after the plug 19 is inserted into
the socket, the motor 3 within the body 1 is operated to
thereby generate suction into the dust collecting chamber S,
and to thereby suck dust and foreign materials from the fioor
into the dust collecting chamber S through the suction brush
- 11. Accordingly, the dust collecting chamber 5 collects dust
and foreign materials, and cleaning air is discharged outside.

Furthermore, the automatic vacuum cleaner is moved a
predetermined distance under the control of the control
. means 17 due to operation of the driving wheels 7 by the

motor 3. At this time, the power cord 13 is drawn in or

extracted from the power cord activating means 15 in order
to enable power to be supplied to the cleaner.

However, the conventional automatic vacuum cleaner has

a problem in that the plug must be inserted into or separated
. from the socket by the user manually.

-~ SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
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It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to

provide a power supply apparatus for an automatic vacuum
cleaner in which the above problem can be overcomed and
plug means of the cleaner can be automatically coupled with
a socket means on the wall when the cleaner starts its
cleaning operation at a first predetermined area, and is

55

automatically separated from the socket means in ordertobe

moved to a second predetermined area to be cleaned when
the cleaner has finished its cleaning operation at the first
predetermined area.

The present invention provides a power supply apparatus
for an automatic vacuum cleaner in which the apparatus
comprises: a cleaner body; power cord in/out drawing means
for drawing in/out a power cord; control means for control-
ling the cleaner’s movement, the apparatus further compris-

- ing; plug means connected to one end of the power cord;
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consent means placed at a predetermined area on an wall, for
electrically coupling the same to the plug means; a light
emitting unit placed in the consent means, for emitting light
signal to lead the cleaner to a predetermined area; a hight
receiving unit placed in the cleaner, for receiving the light
signal emitted from the light emitting unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other objects and aspects of this invention will become
apparent from the following description of embodiments

with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which;

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross sectional view of a conven-
tional automatic vacuum cleaner;

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross sectional view of a power
supply apparatus of an automatic vacuum cleaner in accor-

dance with the present invention,

. FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along the section line
3—3 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal cross sectional view showing a
condition wherein a plug means and socket means are
coupled to each other, as shown in FIG. 2; and

FIG. § is a longitudinal cross sectional view shovi.ring a
condition wherein the plug means is scparated from the
socket means.

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

As shown in FIGS. 2 to §, a body 1 is at an upper side
thereof formed with power cord activating drawing means
15 to draw in or permit extraction of a power cord which
carries plug means 3. As explained earlier, the cord sup-
plies electric power to a motor 3 which functions to generate
suction power and drive the driving wheels 7. Socket means
50 is placed at a predetermined arca on a wall 25 in order to
receive the plug means 30. A light emitting unit 71 is placed

at a predetermined area in the socket means 50 for emitting

a light signal to guide the body 1 to the consent means 50.
A light receiving unit 73 is placed at a predetermined area in
control means 17 disposed on the upper side of the power
cord activating means 1S5 for receiving the light signal
emitted from the light emitting unit 71.

The control means 17 is provided therein with a battery
(not shown) for supplying electric power to the cleaner.

The body 1 is at a left side thereof formed with a first
receiving groove 21 (see FIG. 4) for receiving a first
protrusion 31 of the plug means in order to prevent the plug
means 30 from dropping downward. The first receiving
groove 21 is at an upper side thercof formed with a first
locker 23 for attachment to locking latches 34a, 345b.

The body $1 of the socket means 50 is at a right side
thereof formed with a second receiving groove 53 (see FIG.
§) for receiving a second protrusion 35 of plug means 30 in
order to prevent the plug means 30 from dropping down-
ward. The second receiving groove 53 is at an upper side

thereof formed with a second lockcr 55 for attachment to the
latches 33a, 335.

Furthermore, the body 51 is provided therein with contact
terminals 89a, 59b (FIG. 3) which are electrically connected
to wires S7a, 57b protruded through the wall 25.

The contact terminals 59q, 595 are formed with terminal

receiving grooves for receiving connectmg terminals 37a,
376 of the plug means 30.

A plurality of socket means S0 are provided at predeter-
mined areas on the wall 25.
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As is apparent from FIG. 2 plug body 39 forming the plug
means 3 carries a rotatable shaft member 41, and as is
apparent from FIG. 3 the shaft member 41 is at upper and
lower parts thereof fixedly connect to the latches 33a, 335

Ma, 34b for latching the plug means 30 to the first and
second lockers 23, 8§ by rotation of the shaft member 41.

The shaft member 41 is fixed to a link member 43 for
rotating the same shaft member 41 in clockwise or count-
clockwise directions.

The member 43 is at a lower side thereof fixed to a
solencid 45 to be rotated thereby. The solenoid 45 is
mounted in the body 39 and comprises a fixed member 451
and a movable member 453. The movable member 453 is
moved by magnetic force generated within the fixed member
451. At that time, the movable member 453 is moved
downward within the fixed member 451. The movable
member 453 is at an upper side thereof connected to one end
of a connection member 47 for transferring a force from the
solenoid 4S5 to the link member 43. The connection member
47 is at the other end thereof connected to one end of the
member 43.

Resilient means 49 is at one end thereof connected to the
point where the connection member 47 is connected to the
link member 43, and is at the other end thereof connected to
a protrusion 391 formed on the top side of the body 39 so
that the movable member 453 is pulled upwardly when the
operation force of the solenoid 45 is released due to cut off
of power electric.

Furthermore, the body 39 is at a left side thereof formed
with the outwardly protruding connection terminals 37a,
37b which at one end thereof are electrically connected to
wires 13a, 135 provided within the power cord 13.

The latches 34a, 345 include first hooks 331a, 3315 for
being hooked to the first locker 23, and the latches 33a, 335
include second hooks 332a, 3325 for being hooked to the
second locker SS.

In operation of the power supply apparatus for the auto-
matic vacuaum cleaner of this invention, the user inputs
control program to the control means 17 for controlling the
cleaner’s movement on the floor to be cleaned. The user
positions the vacuum cleaner in the vicinity of the socket
means S8 so that the light receiving unit 73 is able to receive
Light emitted by the emitting unit 71, as instructed by the
control program in the control means 17. When the user
operates the operation switch (not shown) of the control
means 17 the cleaner is supplied with power electric from a
battery (not shown) in the control means 17.

Accordingly, the cleaner approaches the socket means 50
on the wall 25 under the control of the control means 17. At
this time, the light receiving unit 73 receives light emitted
from the light emitting unit 71 so that the cleaner moves
toward the socket means 50 according to the control signal
output from the control means 17 based on the detected light
signal. At this time, the plug means 30 is attached to the left
side of the cleaner by the latches 34a, 345.

When the cleaner approaches the socket means 50 to
insert the second protrusion 35 into the second receiving
groove 83, the connection terminals 37a, 376 are inserted
into the terminal receiving grooves of the contact terminals

59a, 59b to thereby electrically connect the wires 134, 135

or the power cord 13 to the wires 37a, §7b.

Accordingly, the cleaner ceases to be powered by the
battery, but rather is powered from the socket means 50
under the control of the control means 17.

Next, the solenoid 48 is operated to thereby move the
movable member 453 downward within the fixed member
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451. Thus, the link member 43 is pulled downward to rotate
the shaft 41 in a counterclockwise direction.

Thus not only the shaft member 41 but also the latches
33a, 33b 3da, 34b are also rotated counterclockwise
whereby the first hooks 331a, 3315 of the latches 34, 34b
are released from the first locker 23 of the body 1, and the
second hooks 332a, 332b of the latches 33a, 335 are latched
to the second locker 55 of the socket means 590.

Meanwhile, when the cleaner body 1 moves away from
the socket means 50 under the control of the control means
17, the first protrusion 31 of the plug means 30 is separated
from the first receiving groove 21 of the body 1 to thereby
attach the plug means 30 to the socket means 50, and
accordingly the cord 13 is drawn out from the activating
means 15. At this time, the battery in the control means 17
is charged with electric power supplied from the socket
means 50.

As described above, when the cleaner has finished the
cleaning operation or the power cord 13 can not be further
extracted, the cleaner approaches the socket means 50 on the
wall 28 under the control of the control means 17 so that the
light receiving unit 73 may receive light emitted from the
light emitting unit 71. Thus, the cleaner body 1 becomes
reattached to the plug means 30, and the first protrusion 31
of the plug means 30 is inserted into the first receiving
groove 21 of the body 1.

Next, when the solenoid 45 becomes deenergized due to
cut off of the power electric under the control of the control
means 17, the link member 43 is pulled upward by the
resilient member 49 and is rotated in a clockwise direction.

Thus not only the shaft member 41 but also the latches
33a, 33b, 3da, 34b are rotated in the clockwise direction, to
thereby release the second hooks 332a, 3326 of the latches
33a, 33b from the second locker 55 of the socket means 30,
and attach the first hooks 331a, 3315 of the latches 34a, 345
to the first locker 58 of the body 1. At this time, the movable
member 453 of the solenoid 48 is moved nupward in the fixed
member 451,

Next, when the body 1 moves away from the socket
means 50 under the control of the control means 17, the
second protrusion 35S of the plug means 30 is separated from
the second receiving groove 53 of the socket means S0 to
thereby connect the plug means 30 to the body 1, and at the
same time the connection terminals 37a, 37b are separated
from the terminal receiving grooves of the contact terminals
59a, 59b.

Accordingly, the cleaner will not be supplied with electric
power from the socket means 50, but rather will be supplied
with the power from only the battery. Under the above
condition the cleaner moves to another socket means in the
same predetermined area or another predetermined area
under the control of the control means 17 and by the
induction signal of the light emitting unit 71 of the other
socket means.

When the cleaner has moved to the other socket means,
the same operation is performed as described above.

The power supply apparatus according to the present
invention has as an advantage that the plug means of the
cleaner is automatically coupled with the socket means on
the wall when the cleaner starts its cleaning operation at the
predetermined area, and is automatically separated from the
socket means in order to move to another predetermined
area to be cleaned when the cleaner has finished its cleaning
operation at the first predetermined area.

Having described the specific preferred embodiment of
the invention with reference to the accompanying drawings,
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it is to be understood that the invention is not limited to that

precise embodiment, and that various changes and modifi-

cations may be effected therein by one skilled in the art
without departing from the scope or spirit of the invention as
defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In combination; an automatic vacuum cleaner and an
electrical socket,

said socket including plug-receiving means and a light
beam emitting unit;
said vacuum cleaner including: |
a power cord, including a plug connectible to said
plug-receiving means,
a power cord actuating means for drawing-in said cord
and permitting extraction of said cord,
driving wheels;
an electric motor operably connected to the driving
wheels;

a controller operably connected to said electric cord

and said motor for supplying electric power to said
motor, and |

a light beam receiving unit operably connected to said
controller for receiving a light beam from said light
emitting unit for providing a signal to said controller
to operate said motor and said driving wheels for
guiding said vacuum cleaner to said socket.
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2. The combination according to claim 1, wherein said
plug comprises a body, a plurality of latches movably
mounted in said body, and means for moving said latches
selectively into engagement with said socket and said
vacuum cleaner.

3. The combination according to claim 2, wherein said
latches are mounted for rotation about an axis, and further
including an actuator mounted in said body for rotating said
latches.

4. The combination according to claim 3, wherein said
actuator comprises a solenoid.

8. The combination according to claim 4, wherein said
solenoid is connected to rotate said latches in one direction,
and further including a resilient member for rotating said
latches in the other direction. -

6. The combination according to claim 2, wherein said
body includes a pair of electrical terminals connectible in
respective electrical grooves of said socket.

7. The combination according to claim 2, wherein said
plug is connectible to said body by a first protrusion/groove
connection and is connectible to said socket by a second
protrusion/groove connection.

* * * % ¥
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