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1
ORIFICE FITTING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is directed to an orfice fitting for
measurement of fluid flow in a system wherein a plate carrier
may be raised out of the fluid flow path in the system for

service and maintenance without interrupting or disabling
fluid flow.

2. Prior Art

While fluid may be measured with various types of meters
such as positive displacement meters, turbine meters, and
venturi meters, orifice meters are widely used 1n the field and
in pipeline systems.

Fluid flowing through a pipe can be measured by placing
~ a constriction, such as an orifice plate, in the line to cause a
pressure drop as it flows through the orifice plate. There 1s
a direct relationship between the amount of this pressure
drop, called the differential pressure, and the rate of flow.

Extensive use is made of orifice fittings of various types.
The inlet side of the fitting is connected to the upstream
section of pipe, while the outlet side is connected to the

downstream section.

Two types of orifice fittings are commonly employed. The
junior or “simplex” fitting has a single orifice chamber
wherein the orifice plate is mounted in place in the flow path
of the pipeline. In order to remove the orifice plate for
maintenance or servicing, the fluid pressure in the pipeline
must be removed so that the fitting can be disassembled. In
the second type of orifice fitting, a senior or “duplex” fitting,
two separate chambers are provided, one lower chamber to
hold the orifice plate in position for passage of fluid through
the pipeline and a second upper chamber wherein access 18
provided for service and maintenance. A valve is typically
provided to separate the compartments from each other. As
an example, see Critendon U.S. Pat. No. 4,014,366, for a
device to convert a junior fitting to a semior fitting.

There is a need, therefore, to provide an orifice fitting
wherein access may be had to both the orifice plate and the
various carrier plate seals without interrupting fluid flow
through the lower chamber and without disabling the fitting.

It is also desirable to provide an orifice fitting which
provides access to both sides of the carrier plate.

The horizontal and vertical alignment of the orifice open-
ing in the orifice plate with the tube or pipeline 1is critical
both for accuracy of flow measurement and because of
regulations, such as American Petroleum Institute regula-
tions. An example of a mechanism to concentrically align

the orifice 1s shown in Crane, U.S. Pat. No. 5,327,938 and
Klak, U.S. Pat. No. 5,305,796.

It is, therefore, also desirable to provide an orifice fitting
to provide concentric alignment of the orifice and orifice
plate when in the lower chamber.

It is also desirable to provide an orfice fitting that may be
raised out of the fluid fiow path or lowered into the fluid fiow
path through a motorized mechanism.

Fluid in the system is often under considerable pressure
and care must be taken to observe precautions.

It is also desirable to provide an orifice plate fitting
wherein inspection and maintenance may be performed on
the orifice plate after determining and confirming that the
upper chamber is not pressurized.

It is also desirable to provide an orifice fitting with the
ability to verify that no fluids bypass around the O-rings of
the carrier.
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The teachings of the present invention may also be
employed in a gate valve. A plate may be lowered into or out
of the fluid flow path. It is desirable to provide a gate valve
having a full bore that will allow flow therethrough without
any restriction in flow. It is also desirable to provide a gate
valve wherein access is provided to the plate without dis-
abling the valve.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a sectional view of an orifice fitting for mea-
surement of fluid flow constructed in accordance with the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the orifice fifting shown in
FIG. 1 with its plate carrier moved into an upper chamber;

FIG. 3 is a partial sectional view of the lower chamber of
the orifice fitting as shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 4a and 4b is an enlarged carrier plate of the fitting

shown in FIG. 1; and

FIGS. 5a and 5b 1llustrate an alternate embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring to the drawings in detail, FIG. 1 1illustrates a
sectional view of an orifice fitting 10 for measurement of
fluid flow therethrough constructed in accordance with the
present invention. The orifice fitting includes an orifice body
lower chamber 12. The lower chamber has a tubular opening
13 and a pair of open ends 14 and 16 which would be
connected to a pipeline or other system (not shown) for fluid
flow therethrough. The ends 14 and 16 will be connected by
known connection means, such as flange 17. Additionally,
the ends 14 and 16 would be in communication with

pressure measurement instrumentation (not shown) so that
the pressure drop 1s determined.

The lower chamber 12 includes a receptacle 18 which 1s
transverse to the fluid flow through the pipeline. One end of
the opening 18 may be sealed by a threaded bottom plug 20
(shown exploded for clanty).

The lower chamber 12 may be integral with the orifice
fitting or may be an existing, simplex or single chamber
fitting that is converted into a duplex or double chamber
fitting by the teachings of the present invention.

Received within the receptacle 18 is an orifice plate
carrier 22 which extends across and is paraliel with the
diameter of the tubular opening 13 through the lower
chamber 12. FIG. 1 is a depiction of the plate carrier 22 in
the operational or flow-through position. In the fiow-through
position shown in FIG. 1, the fluid fiow will be blocked from
passing through the fitting 10 with the exception of an orifice
in an orifice plate 24 held by the carrier 22.

Also included on the plate carrier 22 are carrier plate seals
26 and 28 which extend from the opposed faces of the plate
carrier. The carrier plate seals 26 and 28 mate with the lower
chamber 12 at the receptacle 18 to form a fluid-tight seal
between the plate carrier 22 and the lower chamber 12.

Accordingly, when in use, no fluid flow is permitted except
through the ends 14 and 16 of the fitting 10.

The orifice plate carrier 22 has a carrier extension 30
which extends radially from the tubular opening 13. The
carrier extension 30 is received in and travels in an orifice
body upper chamber 32.
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The upper body chamber 32 may be permanently affixed
to the lower chamber or, as shown in FIG. 1, may be secured
by fasteners such as bolts 34 which pass through openings
36 in the upper chamber and are received in threaded
openings 38 in the lower chamber. A gasket or gaskets 40
assists in assuring a fluid-tight seal between the upper and
lower chambers. It will be observed that a simplex fitting
that has a lower chamber 12 may thus be converted to a
duplex fitting.

An optional pressure equalization valve 41 may be pro-
vided between the upper and lower chamber.

The upper chamber 32 includes a pair of opposed seal
rings 42 and 44. Each of the seal rings 42 and 44 has external
threads 46 and 48, respectively, which engage a bonnet 50.
The seal rings 42 and 44 each have extending handles 54 and
56 in order to rotate the rings. Each seal ring thus may be
- independently tightened or loosened.

Each seal ring 42 and 44 has a seal ring retainer 58 and
60, respectively, which is fastened to the bonnet 50 by cap
screws 61.

Each seal ring 42 and 44 has an internally threaded cavity
62 and 64, respectively, in which is received an access or
entry plug 66 and 68 having external threads.

The carrier extension 30 terminates in a stem nut 70 which
threadably engages a stem screw 72. The stem screw 72 is
sealed within both the bonnet and a stem yoke body 52 by
holder 74 and fasteners 76.

The stem screw 72 passes through the holder 74 and
terminates in a screw handle 78 so that rotation of the handle
rotates the screw.

The orifice plate carrier 22 and its associated plate and
seals are movable between the lower chamber 12, as shown

in FIG. 1, and the upper chamber, as shown in the sectional
view 1n FIG. 2.

As the stem screw 72 is rotated by rotation of the handle
78, the stem nut will ascend toward the handle and away
from the lower chamber 12. Accordingly, the carrier exten-
sion 30 will also move and the plate carrier 22 will be raised
out of the receptacle 18 and upward into the upper body
chamber 32. Once the plate carrier is removed from the
lower chamber, fluid flow will pass freely through the
tubular opening 13. Continued rotation of the handle 78 will
cause the carrier to be raised into the cavities 62 and 64
formed by the seal rings.

Once the carrier is fully raised adjacent the cavities of the
seal rings 42 and 44, each seal ring can be independently
tightened against the plate carrier 22. As best seen in FIG. 2,
seal ring gaskets 82 and 84 extend from the seal rings and
assist in maintaining the seal between the faces of the plate
carrier and the seal rings. After the seal rings have been
tightened against the carrier, no fluid flow from the lower

chamber or from the fluid system itself will be permitted into
the cavities 62 and 64.

Thereafter, at least one entry plug may be unscrewed
partially from its seal ring. Each entry plug includes a bleed
hole 86 and 88. Each bleed hole communicates with the
cavity of the upper chamber. Accordingly, any pressurized
fluid in the cavity of the upper chamber 32 will quickly
dissipate. If continued fluid flow is observed through the
bleed hole, the operator (not shown) will be alerted that a
problem exists so that the entry plug may be retightened and
sealed and other action, such as terminating the fluid flow
through the fitting, may be taken. At least one entry plug
may also be provided with an opening to receive an optional
pressure measurement device to monitor the pressure in the
cavities locally or remotely.
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The entry plugs also provide a mechanism to detect
leakage between the carrier plate and the lower chamber
when in the operational position shown in FIG. 1. To utilize
this leakage detection mechanism, the equalization valve
must be closed. At least one entry plug may be unscrewed
partially from its seal ring. If continued fluid.flow exists, a
problem with the carrier plate seals 26 or 28 is present.

Returning to a consideration of FIG. 2, it will be observed
that when the carrier 22 is in the cavities 62 and 64 of the
seal rings, the entire orifice plate 24 along with each of the
carrier plate seals 26 and 28 are fully accessible. The cavities
have a larger diameter than the plate and the carrier seals. By
removing the entry plugs 66 and 68, full access is provided
to both sides of the plate carrier and both sides of the orifice
plate 24. While maintenance and service is provided on the
carrier and its accompanying plate and seals, fluid flow may
continue through the lower chamber so that fluid flow

through the system is not interrupted. The present fitting 10
is also easily adaptable to mechanized procedures wherein
the stem handle is replaced by an external motor or other
device to rotate the stem screw.

To return the orifice plate 24 to the operational position,
the reverse procedure is performed. The entry plugs 66 and
68 arc replaced by threading into the seal rings. Thereafter,
each of the seal rings is rotated to loosen the fluid-tight
connection between the seal rings and the carrier. Once the
seal rings have been disengaged from the carrier, the screw
handle 78 may be rotated in order to move the carrier
downward back into the operational or flow-through posi-
tion shown in FIG. 1.

The seal rings 42 and 44 will tighten in the opposite or
counterclockwise direction than normal. Thus, when an
entry plug 1s unscrewed by turning clockwise, it will tend to
tighten the seal ring.

FIG. 3 is a partial sectional view of the lower chamber 12
of the orifice fitting 10 with the carrier 22 in the operational
position as shown in FIG. 1. The orifice opening 88 in the
carrter plate 24 is visible. The carrier plate seal 26 which
extends from the face of the plate carrier 22 surrounds the
plate 24.

It 1s important to properly concentrically align the orifice
opening 80 in the lower chamber. Provisions for both
horizontal and vertical alignment are provided in the present
invention. The plate carrier 22, or the carrier extension 30,
1s provided with edges 90 and 92 that will rest on ledges 94
and 96. Accordingly, the plate 24 is vertically aligned in the
lower chamber.

A pair of tapered alignment pins 98 and 100 extend from
the lower chamber 12 or the bonnet 50 of the upper body. As
the carrier 22 and extension 30 descend toward the lower
chamber, the alignment pins will engage the carrier or the
extension in order to horizontally align the plate and its
orifice in the lower chamber.

It will be appreciated that the operation of the stem screw

72 may be motorized by a motor to replace manual rotation
of the handle 78.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show an enlarged carrier plate 24 and
carrier 22 wherein the carrier 22 has a double shoulder and
the plate 24 has a mating circular recess so that the orifice
plate cannot be installed backwards.

FIG. 5 illustrates a further alternate embodiment 110
wherein the teachings of the present invention are employed
1n 3 gate valve for controlling fluid flow through a pipeline
or other fluid system. Rather than an orifice plate, a solid, flat
plate 112 is employed with plate seals 114 and is on each
opposed face. A valve body lower chamber (not seen in
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FIGS. 5A or 5B) is provided for receipt of the plate therein.

When the plate is in the lower chamber, the seals may join
with the lower chamber to form a fluid-tight seal.

A separate valve body upper chamber also is capable of
receiving the plate. The plate has a carrier extension 118
which extends radially from the lower chamber. The upper

chamber includes a pair of opposed seal rings, each of which

is independently tightenable against the plate.

The plate seals 114 and 116 may be fabricated from
replaceable teflon rings or discs which project out from the
surface of the plate. Accordingly, when the plate is in the
lower chamber, there 1s no metal-to-metal contact in the
closed. position.

It will be appreciated that the orifice fitting embodiment
shown in FIGS. 1 through 4 may be converted to a gate valve
embodiment by replacing the orifice plate with a closed
plate..

Whereas, the present invention has been described 1n
relation to the drawings attached hereto, 1t should be under-
stood that other and further modifications, apart from those
shown or suggested herein, may be made within the spirit
and scope of this invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An orifice fitting for measurement of fluid flow there-
through, which fitting comprises:

a plate carrier having an orifice plate and carrier plate

scals, said plate carrier movable between an orifice .

body lower chamber and an orifice body upper chamber
wherein said plate carrier has two opposed sides;

two entry plugs to allow access to both sides of said plate
carrier, said entry plugs have external threads which
mate with threads on seal rings;

means to seal said upper body chamber to said plate
carrier to produce a fluid-tight seal between said upper
body chamber and carrier and between said upper and
lower chambers; and

means to allow access to said plate carrier, to said orifice

~ plate and to said carrier plate seals while in said upper
chamber without interrupting or disabling fluid flow
through said lower chamber.

2. An orifice fitting for measurement of fluid flow as set
forth in claim 1 including means to align said orifice plate in
said lower chamber.

3. An orifice fitting for measurement of fluid flow as set
forth in claim 1 wherein said carrier plate seals mate with
said lower chamber when said plate carrier is in said lower
chamber and including means to detect leakage between said
carrier plate seals and said lower chamber.

4. An onfice fitting for measurement of fluid flow there-
through, which fitting comprises:

a plate carrier having an orifice plate and carrier plate
seals;

an orifice body lower chamber for receiving said plate
carrier therein;

an orifice body upper chamber including a pair of opposed
seal rings, each seal ring movable to independently
tighten against said plate carrier; | o

means to move said plate carrier between said upper and
said lower chambers; and

at least one removable entry plug in said upper chamber
to allow access to said plate carrier, to said plate carrier
and said carrier plate seals without interrupting or
disabling fluid flow through said lower chamber.
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5. An ortfice fitting for measurement of fiuid flow as set
forth in claim 4 wherein said means to move said plate
carrier includes a stem nut connected to said plate carrier,
and a stem screw so that rotation of said stem screw moves
said plate carrier.

6. An orifice fitting for measurement of fluid flow as set
forth in claim 4 wherein said plate carrier has two opposed
sides, and wherein said fitting includes two said entry plugs
opposed to each other to allow access to both sides of said
plate carrier.

7. An orifice fitting for measurement of fluid flow as set
forth in claim 6 wherein said entry plugs have external
threads which mate with threads on said seal rings.

8. An orifice fitting for measurement of fluid flow as set
forth in claim 4 including means to concentrically align said
orifice plate in said lower chamber.

9. An onfice fitting for measurement of fluid flow as set
forth in claim 8 wherein said means to align said orifice plate
includes a pair of tapered alignment pins that mate with said
carrier when 1n said lower chamber.

10. An orifice fitting for measurement of fluid flow as set

- forth in claim 7 wherein each said seal ring is cylindrical and
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rotatable.

11. A gate valve for controlling fluid fiow therethrough,
which valve comprises:.

a plate and plate seals;

a valve body lower chamber for receipt of said plate
- therein, said valve body having a full open port;

a valve body upper chamber for receipt of said plate, said

‘upper chamber including a pair of opposed seal rings,

each of which is movable to independently tighten
against said plate;

means to move said plate between said upper and said -
lower chambers; and

at least one removable entry plug in said upper chamber
to allow access to said plate and to said seals to inspect
or replace said seals without interrupting or disturbing
fluid flow through said lIower chamber.

12. A gate valve as set forth in claim 11 wherein said
means to move said plate includes a stem nut connected to
said plate, and a stem screw so that rotation of said stem
screw moves said plate.

13. A gate valve as set forth in claim 11 wherein said plate
carrier has two opposed sides, and wherein said fitting
includes two said entry plugs opposed to each other to allow
access to both sides of said plate carrier and said seals.

14. A gate valve as set forth in claim 13 wherein said entry
plugs have threads which mate with threads on said plate
carrier.

15. A gate valve as set forth in claim 14 including a bleed
hole in each said entry plug which communicates with said
upper chamber. '

16. A gate valve as set forth in claim 11 including means
to align said plate in said lower chamber.

17. A gate valve as set forth in claim 16 wherein said

means to align said plate includes a pair of tapered alignment

pins that mate with said carrier when in said lower chamber.

18. A gate valve as set forth in claim 11 wherein said plate
seals mate with said chamber when said plate is in said lower
chamber and including means to detect leakage between said
carrier plate seals and said lower chamber.
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