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1
LADDER CADDY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a ladder caddy and more
particularly pertains to supporting the tools of workmen n
a convenient position on a ladder with a ladder caddy.

2. Description of the Prior Art

The use of devices of a wide variety, designs and con-
figurations for supporting objects in a common location for
transportation and use is known in the prior art. More
specifically, devices of a wide variety, designs and configu-
rations for supporting objects in a common location for
transportation and use heretofore devised and utilized for the
purpose of maintaining tools or other objects together by a
wide variety of methods and apparatuses are known to
consist basically of familiar, expected and obvious structural
configurations, notwithstanding the myriad of designs
encompassed by the crowded prior art which have been
developed for the fulfillment of countless objectives and
requirements.

By way of example, U.S. Pat. No. Des. 304,084 to Meng
which discloses a ladder caddy. U.S. Pat. No. 3,979,097 o
Balne discloses a ladder caddy. U.S. Pat. No. 4,120,472 to
Balne discloses a ladder caddy with rung catch means. U.S,
Pat. No. 4,624,430 to Ehmke which discloses a ladder caddy.
U.S. Pat. No. 5,123,620 to Bourne which discloses an

accessory container for a ladder.

While these devices fulfill their respective, particular
objective and requirements, the aforementioned patents do
not describe a ladder caddy that holds tools and matenals in
a position for ready access when using a ladder.

In this respect, the ladder caddy according to the present
invention substantially departs from the conventional con-
cepts and designs of the prior art, and in doing so provides
an apparatus primarily developed for the purpose ol sup-
porting the tools of workmen in a convenient position on a
ladder.

Therefore, it can be appreciated that there exists a con-
tinuing need for new and improved ladder caddy which can
be used for supporting the tools of workmen 1n a convenient
nosition on a ladder. In this regard, the present invention
substantially fulfills this need.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the
known types of devices of a wide variety, designs and
configurations for supporting objects in a commeon location
for transportation and use now present in the pnior art, the

present invention provides an improved ladder caddy. As
such, the general purpose of the present invention, which
will be described subsequently in greater detail, 1s to provide
a new and improved ladder caddy and method which has all
the advantages of the prior art and none of the disadvan-

tages.

To attain this, the present invention essentially comprnises,
in combination, a housing. The housing inciudes a generally
rectangular vertical interior side wall having long parallel
horizontal upper and lower edges and short vertical end
edges interconnected therebetween. The housing includes a
generally rectangular vertical exterior side wall offset from
and positioned in parallel with the interior side wall and with
the exterior side wall having long paraliel honzontal upper
and lower edges and short vertical end edges interconnected
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therebetween and with the end edges of the exterior wall
being shorter than the end cdges of the interior wall. The
housing includes a pair of generally rectangular vertical end
walls each having parallel horizontal upper and lower edges
and paraliel vertical end edges interconnected therebetween.
Each end wall has one end edge coupled with a separate end
edge of the exterior side wall such that the lower edges of the
interior side wall, exterior side wall, and end walls are
positioned in a first common plane and the upper edges of
the end walls and exterior side wall are positioned in a
second parallel common plane located above the first com-
mon plane and beneath the upper edge of the interior side
wall. Each end wall has its other end edge coupled to the

interior side wall. The housing includes a generally rectan-
gular horizontal lower wall positioned 1n the first common
plane and having long parallel horizontal intenor and exte-
rior edges and short paralle! horizontal end edges and with
the end edges thereof coupled with the lower edges of the
end walls, the exterior edge thereof coupled with the lower
edge of the exterior side wall, and the interior edge thereof
coupled with the lower edge of the interior side wall to form
a container with a box-shaped holiow interior portion. The
housing includes a generally rectangular vertical dividing
wall having parallel horizontal upper and lower edges and
parallel vertical interior and exterior edges interconnected
therebetween with the dividing wall disposed within the
container with the extierior edge thereof coupled to the
exterior side wall, the interior edge thereof coupled to the
interior side wall, the lower edge thereof coupled 1o the
lower wall, and the upper edge thereof positioned within the
second common plane. The dividing wall thereby creates
two equally-sized bins within the container for holding
tools. Lastly, the housing includes an upstanding central
region extended from the upper edge of the interior wall with
the central region having an oblong recess formed there-
through to create a carrying handle.

A pair of C-shaped brackets are provided. Each bracket
has an exterior wall pivotally coupled to the intenor side
wall adjacent to one of its end edges. Each bracket further
includes an interiorly extending region adapted to be secured
to a separate leg of a ladder.

A horizontally extending first plate is included and
secured to and extended outwards from a central extent of
the interior side wall above the container. The first plate had
a plurality of circular apertures therethrough for receiving
screwdrivers and a plurality of elongated slots therethrough
for receiving pliers and cutters. A horizontally extending
second plate is also included and secured to and extended
outwards from the interior side wall. The second plate has an
elongated recess formed thereon with an aperture extending
centrally therethrough to create a hammer holder for receiv-
ing a hammer. An L-shaped wall is also included and has
long upper and lower L-shaped edges and short vertical end
edges with one end edge coupled to the end edge of the
interior side wall and the other end edge coupled to the end
wall to create a drill pocket located on a side of the container
opposite the hammer holder for receiving a dnll. Lastly, a
pair of spaced parallel feet are included and extend down-
wardly from the lower wall of the container for allowing the
ladder caddy to be set on a recipient surface. The ladder
caddy 1s fabricated of a high-impact resistant plastic mate-
rial.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more
important features of the invention in order that the detailed
description thereof that follows may be beiter understood,
and in order that the present contribution to the art may be
better appreciated. There are, of course, additional features
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of the invention that will be described hereinafter and which
will form the subject matier of the claims appended hereto.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment
of the invention in detail, it is to be understood that the
invention is not limited in its application to the details of
construction and to the arrangements of the components set
forth in the following description or illustrated in the draw-
ings. The invention is capable of other embodiments and of
being practiced and carried out in various ways. Also, it 18
to be understood that the phraseology and terminoiogy
employed herein are for the purpose of description and
should not be regarded as limiting.

As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the
conception, upon which this disclosure is based, may readily
be utilized as a basis for the designing of other structures,
methods and systems for carrying out the several purposes
of the present invention. It is important, therefore, that the
claims be regarded as including such equivalent construc-
tions insofar as they do not depart from the spint and scope
of the present invention.

Further, the purpose of the foregoing abstract is to enable
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and the public gen-
erally, and especially the scientists, engineers and practitio-
ners in the art who are not familiar with patent or legal terms
or phraseology, to determine quickly from a cursory 1nspec-
tion the nature and essence of the technical disclosure of the
application. The abstract is neither intended to define the
invention of the application, which is measured by the
claims, nor is it intended to be limiting as to the scope of the
invention 1n any way.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a new and improved ladder caddy which has all the advan-
tages of the prior art devices of a wide variety, designs and
configurations for supporting objects in a common location

for transportation and use and none of the disadvantages.

It is another object of the present invention to providc a
new and improved ladder caddy which may be easily and
efficiently manufactured and marketed.

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a
new and improved ladder caddy which is of durable and
reliable construction.

An even further object of the present invention is to
provide a new and improved ladder caddy which is suscep-
tible of a low cost of manufacture with regard to both
materials and labor, and which accordingly 1s then suscep-
tible of low prices of sale to the consuming public, thereby
making such a ladder caddy economically avatilable to the
buying public.

Still yet another object of the present invention 1S to
provide a new and improved ladder caddy which provides in
the apparatuses and methods of the prior art some of the
advantages thereof, while simultaneously overcoming some
of the disadvantages normally associated therewith.

Even still another object of the present invention is to
provide a new and improved ladder caddy for supporting the
tools of workmen in a convenient position on a ladder.

Lastly, it is an object of the present invention to provide
a new and improved ladder caddy comprising a housing
formed with a generally vertical side wall, container means
coupled to a central extent of the side wall for holding tools
therein, and handle means coupled to and extended upwards
from the side wall; and coupling means for removably
coupling the side wall to the legs of a ladder.

These together with other objects of the invention, along
with the various features of novelty which charactenize the
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invention, are pointed out with particularity in the claims
annecxed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better
understanding of the invention, its operaling advantages and
the specific objects attained by its uses, reference shouid be
had to the accompanying drawings and descriptive matter in
which there is illustrated preferred embodiments of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood and objects other
than those set forth above will become apparent when
consideration is given 1o the following detailed description
thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed
drawings wherein:

FI1G. 1 is a side-elevational view of the preferred embodi-
ment of the new and improved ladder caddy constructed in
accordance with the principles of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s an enlarged side-elevational view similar to FIG.
1 but with parts shown 1n cross-section.

FIG. 3 is a top view of the device illustrated in FIGS. 1
and 2.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 4—4
of FIG. 2.

FIG. § is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 3—3
of FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 6—6
of FIG. 2.

The same reference numerals refer to the same parts
through the various Figures.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular, to
FIG. 1 thereof, the preferrcd embodiment of the new and
improved ladder caddy embodying the principles and con-
cepts of the present invention and generally designated by
the reference number 10 will be described.

The present invention is comprised of a plurahity of
components. In their broadest context, such components
include a housing, brackets, plates, and feet. Such compo-
nents are individually configured and correlated with respect
to each other to provide the intended function of holding
tools and related materials at a position for ready access
when using a ladder.

Specifically, the ladder caddy includes a housing 12, The
housing includes a generally rectangular and vertically posi-
tioned interior side wall 14. The interior side wall is rigid 1n
structure and has long parallel honzontal upper and lower
edges 16, 18 and short vertical end edges 20 interconnected
therebetween. The housing also includes a generally rect-
angular and vertically positioned exterior side wall 22, The
exterior side wall 1s offset from and positioned in parallel
with the interior side wall. The exterior side wall 1s ngid 1n
structure and has long parallel hornizontal upper and lower
edges 24, 26 and short vertical end edges 28 interconnected
therebetween. The end edges of the exterior wall are shorter
than the end edges of the interior wall. Furthermore, the long
edges of the exterior wall are shorter than the long edges of
the interior wall, The housing also includes a pair of
generally rectangular and vertically positioned end walls 30.
The end walls are aligned in parailel and offset from each
other. Each end wall is rigid in structure and has paraliel
horizontal upper and lower edges and parallel vertical end
edges interconnected therebetween. Each end wall has one
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end edge coupled with a separate end edge of the exterior
side wall such that the lower edges of the interior side wall,
exterior side wall, and end walls are positioned in a first
common plane. Furthermore, this coupling ensures that the
upper edges of the end walls and the externior side wall are
positioned in a second parallel common plane located above
the first common plane and beneath the upper edge of the
interior side wall. Each end wall has its other end edge
coupled to the interior side wall, The housing aiso includes
a generally rectangular and horizontally positioned lower
wall 40. This lower wall is positioned in the first common
plane and is bounded by the end walls and exterior side wall.
The lower wall is rigid in structure and has long parallel
horizontal interior and exterior edges and short parallel
horizontal end edges interconnected therebetween. The end
edges thereof are coupled with the lower edges of the end
walls. The exterior edge of the lower wall 1s coupled with the
lower edge of the exterior side wall. Furthermore, the
interior edge of the lower wall 1s coupled with the lower
edge of the interior side wall. This coupling of the edges
with the edges of the end walls and interior and exterior side
walls forms a container 50 having a box-shaped hollow
interior portion with an open top. The housing also includes
a generally rectangular and vertically positioned dividing
wall 54. The dividing wall 1s rigid in structure and has
parallel horizontal upper and lower edges and parallel ver-
tical interior and exterior edges interconnecied therebe-
tween. The dividing wall 1s disposed within the container
with its exterior edge coupled to the exterior side wall, its
interior edge coupled to the interior side wall, and its lower
edge coupled to the lower wall such that its upper edge is
positioned within the second common plane. This coupling
thereby creates two equally-sized bins 56 within the con-
tainer. These bins arc used for holding tools, materials, and
the like. The housing also includes an upstanding central
region 58. This central region i1s extended from the upper
edge of the interior wall. The central region has an oblong
recess 60 formed thercthrough 1o create a carrying handie
for allowing a user a firm grip of the ladder caddy.

A pair of C-shaped brackets 70 are also provided. Each
bracket has an exterior wall 72 pivotaliy coupled to the
interior side wall at a location adjacent to one of its end
edges. This pivotal coupling is performed with a pin 74,
Each bracket further has an interiorly extended region 76.
This extending region is adapted to be secured to a separate
leg 78 of a ladder for holding the housing in a stationary
poS1tion.

The present invention also includes a hornzontally
extended first plate 80. The first plate ts rigid in structure and
secured to and extended outwards from a central extent of
the interior side wall at a location above the container 50.
The first plate has a plurality of circular apertures 82 formed
therethrough for receiving screwdnvers. The first plate also
has a plurality of elongated slots 84 formed therethrough for
receiving pliers 86, cutiers 88, and the like.

Also provided is a horizontally extending second plate 90.
The second plate is rigid in structure and secured to and
extended outwards from the interior side wall. The second
plate has an eclongated recess 92 formed thercon with an
aperture 94 extending centrally therethrough to create a
hammer holder 96. The hammer holder is adapted for
receiving a hammer 98.

Also provided i1s an L-shaped wall 100. This L-shaped
wall has long upper and lower L-shaped edges and short
vertical end edges. One end edge of the L-shaped wall is
coupled to the end edge of the intenor side wall. The other
end edge of the L-shaped wall 1s coupled to the end wall.
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This coupling creates a drill pocket 102 located on a side of
the container opposite the hammer holder 96. The dnll
pockel is used for receiving a drill 104.

To support the invention on a recipient surface, a pair of
spaced parallel feet 110 are provided. The feet are extended
downwardly from the lower wall of the container 50. Thus,
the ladder caddy can be used in a stand-alone mode on a
recipient surface with support provided by its feet or in a
hanging mode with support provided through its brackets.

The present invention is an adaptation of the common
carpenter pouch for use on a ladder as a tool and matenial
organizer. It hooks over the ladder legs when the ladder 15 1n
an open position for storage of drills, miscellaneous tools,
and nails, screws, and the like. The present invention 1s made
from plastic, metal, leather, or a combination thereof. In the
preferred embodiment, the ladder caddy is fabricated of a
high-impact resistant plastic material. The length of the

- present invention is about 15 inches and its height 15 about

6 to 8 inches. The present invention is especially useful to
carpenters, plumbers, ¢lectricians and do-it-yourselfers. The
present invention resolves the problem of positioning tools

and materials in a position for ready access when using a
ladder.

As to the manner of usage and operation of the present
invention, the same should be apparent from the above
description. Accordingly, no further discussion relating to
the manner of usage and operation will be provided.

With respect to the above description then, it 1s to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of the invention, to include vanations in size, materials,
shape, form, function and the manner of operation, assembly
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one
skilled in the art, and all equivalent relationships 1o those
illustrated in the drawings and described in the specification
are intended to be encompassed by the present invention.

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modification and changes will readily occur to those skitled
in the art, 1t 1s not desired to limit the invention to the exact
construction and operation shown and described, and
accordingly, all suitable modification and equivalents may
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention.

What is claimed as being new and desired to be protected
by Letters Patent of the United States 1s as follows:

1. A ladder caddy for supporting tools of workmen 1n a
convenient position on a ladder comprising, in combination:

a housing formed with a generally rectangular vertical
interior side wall having long parallel honizontal upper
and lower edges and short vertical end edges intercon-
nected therebetween, a generally rectangular vertical
exterior side wall offset from and positioned in paraliel
with the interior side wall and with the exterior side
wall having long parallel horizontal upper and lower
edges and short vertical end edges interconnected ther-
ebetween and with the end edges of the exterior wall
being shorter than the end edges of the interior wall, a
pair of generally rectangular vertical end walls each
having parallel horizontal upper and lower edges and
parallel vertical end edges interconnected therebe-
tween, each end wall having one end edge coupled with
a separate end edge of the exterior side wall such that
the lower edges of the interior side wall, exterior side
wall, and end walls are positioned in a first common
plane and the upper edges of the end walls and exterior
side wall are positioned in a second parallel common
plane located above the first common plane and
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beneath the upper edge of the interior side wall, each
end wall having its other end edge coupled to the
interior side wall, a generally rectangular horizontal
lower wall positioned in the first common plane and
having long parallel horizontal interior and exterior
edges and short parallel horizontal end edges and with
the end edges thereof coupled with the lower edges of
the end walls, the exterior edge thereof coupled with
the lower edge of the exterior side wall, and the interior
edge thereof coupled with the lower edge of the intenor
side wall to form a container with a box-shaped hollow
interior portion, a generally rectangular vertical divid-
ing wall having parallel horizontal upper and lower
edges and parallel vertical interior and extenior edges
interconnected therebetween with the dividing wall
disposed within the container with the exterior edge
thereof coupled to the exterior side wall, the interior
edge thereof coupled to the interior side wall, the lower
edge thereof coupled to the lower wall, and the upper
cdge thereol positioned within the second common
plane, the dividing wall thereby creating two equally-
sized bins within the container for holding tools, and an
upstanding central region extended from the upper edge
of the interior wall and having an oblong recess formed
therethrough to create a carrying handle;

a pair of C-shaped brackets, each bracket having an
exterior wall pivotally coupled to the interior side wall
adjacent to one of its end edges, each bracket further
having an interiorly extending region adapted to be
secured to a separate leg ol a ladder;

a horizontally extending first plate secured to and
extended outwards from a central extent of the interior
side wall above the container and having a plurality of
circular apertures therethrough for receiving screwdriv-
ers and a plurality of elongated slots therethrough for
receiving pliers and cutters;

a horizonlally extending second plate secured to and
extended outwards from the interior side wall and
having an elongated recess formed thereon with an
aperture extending centrally therethrough to create a
hammer holder for receiving a hammer;

an L-shaped wall having long upper and lower L-shaped
edges and short vertical end edges with one end edge
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coupled to the end edge of the interior side wall and the
other end edge coupled to the end wall to create a dnill
pocket located on a side of the container opposite the
hammer holder for receiving a drill;

a pair of spaced parallel feet extending downwardly from
the lower wall of the container for allowing the ladder
caddy to be sct on a recipient surface; and

wherein the ladder caddy is fabricated of a high-impact
resistant plastic material.
2. A ladder caddy comprnising:

a housing formed with a generally vertical sidewall,
container means coupled to a central extent of the
sidewall for holding tools therein, and handie means
coupled to and extended upwards from the side wall;
and

coupling means for removably coupling the side wall to
the legs of a ladder the coupling means comprising a
pair of spaced C-shaped brackets with each bracket
having an exterior wall pivotally coupled to the side
wall by means of a pin, each bracket further having an

interiorly extending region adapted to be secured to a
separate leg of a ladder.

3. The ladder caddy as set forth in claim 2 further
including a first holding means secured to and extended
outwards from the side wall at a location above the container
for receiving and holding toois.

4. The ladder caddy as set forth in claim 3 further
including a second holding means secured to and extended
outwards from the side wall for receiving and holding a
hammer.

5. The ladder caddy as set forth in claim 2 further
including pocket means coupled between the sidewall and
the container means for receiving and holding a dnll.

6. The ladder caddy as set forth in claim 2 further
including a plurality of feet extending downwardly from the
container for allowing the ladder caddy to be set on a
recipient surface.

7. The ladder caddy as set forth in claim 2 further wherein
the ladder caddy 1s fabricated of a high-impact resistant
plastic material.
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