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[57] ABSTRACT

An electrically controlled shock absorber comprised of
a piston element having a cavity in which a pair of
sub-assemblies are contained. One sub-assembly com-
prises a pilot valve and its actuator and the other sub-
assembly comprises a poppet valve. The two sub-assem-
blies have cooperating passages for defining the flow
passage between the two chambers defined by the pis-
ton assembly. This construction permits the sub-assem-
blies to be tested before complete assembly and facili-
tates the manufacturing of the unit.
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1
SHOCK ABSORBER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a shock absorber and more
particularly to an improved and simplified ride control
type of shock absorber.

A type of shock absorber has been proposed for vehi-
cles such as automobiles and motorcycles wherein the
damping force can be varied to suit either the rider or
driver’s desires or road conditions. This is done by
providing an electrically operated pilot valve in the
piston of the shock absorber. This pilot valve is electri-
cally controlled to vary the pressure at which it opens
and, accordingly, the damping characteristics of the
shock absorber.

In addition to the pilot valve and its actuator, the
piston must carry other valves and passages for its oper-
ation. Since all of these components are formed within
the piston, prior art constructions have been quite com-
plicated and difficult to manufacture and assemble. Also
sitnce all of the components are mounted internally
within the piston, with prior art type of constructions it
has not been possible to test the individual components
betore assembly. The disadvantages of this are believed
to be obvious.

It 1s, therefore, a principal object to this invention to
provide an improved shock absorber that can having its
action externally controlled and yet which is simple in
construction and assembly.

It 1s a further object of this invention to provide a
controlied shock absorber that is manufactured from a
number of sub-components which may be easily in-
serted into the piston of the shock absorber as respec-
tive units.

It 1s a further object to this invention to provide an
improved shock absorber assembly of this general type.

In connection with shock absorbers of the type de-
scribed, the pilot valves has heretofore comprised a
spool valve that operates to control the flow between
two chambers and, accordingly, the action of the shock
absorber. However, the use of spool valves has a num-
ber of disadvantages. Specifically, the port and spool
gives a delay in action and also if attempts are made to
reduce this delay then leakage and reliability become
problems. It has also been proposed to replace the spool
valve with a poppet valve but the poppet valve has a
problem in that the head of the poppet valve overlaps
the valve seat and causes flow restrictions and also
action on the valve which tends to cause it to be drawn
back to its valve seat or vibrate.

It 1s, therefore, a still further object to this invention
to provide an improved valve for a shock absorber
which has the advantages of a poppet valve without the
normal disadvantages of a poppet valve. -

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A first feature of this invention is adapted to be em-
bodied in a piston assembly for use in an electrically
controlled shock absorber. The piston assembly com-
prises a piston element that is adapted to be positioned
in a cylinder bore to define a pair of spaced apart cham-
bers on opposite sides of the piston element. The piston
element has a cavity formed in it that faces one of the
chambers formed in by the piston element. A first sub-
assembly comprised of a pilot valve assembly and actua-
tor is received and retained in the piston cavity. The
pilot valve assembly controls the pressure at which the
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2
flow between the chambers is permitted under shock
absorbing action under the control of the actuator. A
second sub-assembly comprised of main passage form-
ing means forming at least in part passages for flow
between the chambers and a poppet valve for control-
ling the flow therethrough is received and secured
within the piston cavity.

Another feature of the invention is adapted to be
embodied 1n a valve construction for a shock absorber
for controlling the flow through a passage. The poppet
valve has a valving portion that is substantially equal in
diameter to the passage and which is reciprocally sup-
ported relative to the passage. This poppet valve por-
tion has outstanding projections which engage the
member that defines the passage for limiting the degree
of movement of the poppet valve to its closed position
without offering significant restriction to flow when the
poppet valve is in its opened position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a cross sectional view taken through a shock
absorber constructed in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view taken along the line
2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross sectional view of the
valving portion of the shock absorber during jounce
operation.

F1G. 4 is an enlarged cross sectional view, in part
similar to FIG. 3, and shows the operation during re-
bound. |

F1G. 5 is a exploded partially cross sectional view of
the piston assembly showing how it is assembled.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE
INVENTION

Referring now in detail to the drawings and initially
primarily to FIG. 1, an electrically controlled shock
absorber constructed in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention is depicted partially and identified
generally by the reference numeral 11. The shock ab-
sorber 11 includes a main body cylinder 12 having a
bore 13 in which a piston assembly, indicated generally
by the reference numeral 14 is supported for reciprocal
movement. The piston 14 in effect divides the cylinder
bore 13 into first and second chambers 15 and 16, re-
spectively. The lower end of the chamber 15 is closed
and the cylinder 12 is affixed to a component of the
vehicle.

A piston rod 17 is affixed, by a welded joint 18 to the
piston assembly 14 and extends through the chamber 16.
‘The piston rod 17, as is well known in this art, extends
through a seal at the respective end of the cylinder 12
and 1s connected to another component of the vehicle
suspension system so that the piston assembly 14 will
reciprocate relative to the cylinder 12 as the suspension
travel occurs. By forming a welded connection between
the piston rod 17 and piston assembly 14, it is possible to
stimplify the construction and also obtain greater accu-
racy for it.

The piston assembly 14 includes a piston element 19
that carries a seal 21 as its lower periphery which is
sealingly engaged with the cylinder bore 13 so as to seal
the chambers 15 and 16 from each other. In accordance
with an important feature of the invention, the piston
element 19 is formed with a cavity, indicated generally
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by the reference numeral 22 which opens through the
face of the piston element 19 into the cavity 185.

A first sub-assembly, indicated generally by the refer-
ence numeral 23 and comprised of a pilot valve, indi-
cated generally by the reference numeral 24 and actuat-
ing solenoid therefore, indicated generally by the refer-
ence numeral 25 is inserted into the upper end of the
cavity 22, in a manner which will be described. As will
be readily apparent, the sub-assembly 23 may be com-
pletely assembled outside of the piston element 19 and
its components tested before assembly therein.

The sub-assembly 23 includes a main body portion 26
formed from an appropriate material and which has a
downwardly facing opening in its lower end into which
a member forming an orifice 27 is press fit. The orifice
27 communicates with an internal cavity from which a
plurality of radially extending flow passages 28 are
formed. Ball type check valves 29 are positioned at the
outer ends of the passages 28 and will permit flow from
the passages 28 through openings 31 formed in the pis-
ton element 19 as shown by the solid line arrows in the
figures.

A pilot valve element 32 is slidably supported within
the body 26 and controls the opening and closing of the
orifice 27.

The actuator solenoid 25 includes an armature 33 that
is contained within a cavity 34 of the main body mem-
ber 26 of the first sub-assembly 23 and which is fixed to
or integral with the pilot valve element 32. The arma-
ture 33 1s surrounded by a solenoid winding 34 from
which leads 35 and 36 extend for energizing the wind-
ing 34. A non-magnetic cover member 37 encircles the
armature 33 and 1s embedded into the body member 26.
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A potting compound 38 encapsulates the armature 33, ;5

cover member 37, winding 34 and leads 35 and 36
within this sub-assembly 23. _

An O-ring seal 39 is provided at the upper portion of
the main body member 26 of the first sub-assembly 23 to
provide a seal with the cavity 22 of the piston element
19.

The lead 35 is in electrical contact with the metallic
piston element 19 and piston rod 17 for external connec-
tton to a source of electrical power. The lead 36 is con-
tacted by a sliding contact 41 mounted within an insu-
lating sleeve 42 that extends co-axially through the
piston rod 17. A coil compression spring 43 urges the
contact 41 into engagement with the lead 36 and electri-
cal energy is transmitted to the spring 43 and contact 41
by a carbon core 44 that extends centrally through the
piston rod 17. The carbon core 44 provides an external
lead to complete the electrical connection for the sole-
noid winding 34. A suitable control, of any known type,
1s provided for controlling the pressure at which the
pilot valve 24 and specifically the valve element 32 will
open, as will be described. |

- A second sub-assembly, indicated generally by the
reference numeral 45 is contained within the cavity 22
below the first sub-assembly 23. These two sub-assem-
blies 23 and 45 are fixed within the cavity 22 by rolling
or peening over an end portion 46 of the piston element

19 so as to provide a unitary assembly once the compo-

nents have been assembled, in a manner as best shown in
FIG. S. The sub-assembly 45 forms a number of flow
passages and also contains a poppet valve, indicated
generally by the reference numeral 47 and which is
constructed in accordance with another feature of the
invention.
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The second sub-assembly 45 includes a main body
member 48 formed from a suitable material and which
carries a pair of O-ring seals 49 and 51 that provide a
sealing engagement with the chamber 22 of the piston
element 19. In addition, an O-ring type face seal 52 is
mounted in an end face of the main body element 48 and
provides a seal with the body member 26 of the first
sub-assembly 23.

The body member 48 is formed with an internal bore
53 in which a cylindrical sleeve portion 54 of the poppet
valve 47 is slidably supported. A coil compression
spring 33 is received within the sleeve portion 54 and
engages the body member 26 of the first sub-assembly
23 for urging the poppet valve 47 to its closed position.
In this position, a cylindrical end face 56 of the poppet
valve 47 is urged into closing engagenient with an ori-
fice 57 formed in the lower portion of the main body
member 48.

The cylindrical portion 56 has a diameter which is
smaller than the diameter of the bore 53 but which is
substantially equal to the orifice 57. A plurality of out-
wardly extending lugs 58 are formed around the periph-
ery of the cylindrical portion 56 so as to limit the down-
ward movement of the poppet valve 47 under the action
of the coil spring 55. However, the lugs 58, as best seen
in FIG. 2, are spaced so that they will not offer any
significant flow resistance nor will they provide an area
on which fluid pressure may act to tend to urge the
poppet valve 47 to its closed position. Hence, the pop-
pet valve 47 will provide very effective flow control,
low flow resistance and will not tend to flutter or vi-
brate in its operation.

It should be noted that the radius r» of the sleeve
portion 54 is greater than the radius r; of the cylindrical

portion §6. For optimum operation, the follow equation
should be satisfied:

a(rt—r?)2=2mr?

The area between the sleeve portion 54 and the cylin-
drical portion 36 is formed with a circumferential recess
59 which is positioned within a cavity 61 formed around
the upper end of the opening 57 and within the lower
portion of the main body member 48. |

The lower portion of the poppet valve 47 is formed
with a section 62 that is intended to cooperate with the
orifice 37 so that when the poppet valve 47 is opened
there will be a substantially laminar flow through the
orifice 57. That is, the section 62 is intended to reduce
turbulence in the flow so as to obtain better damping
control.

An orifice 63 i1s formed in the lower end of the poppet
valve 47 and opens into the chamber 15. This orifice
communicates the chamber 15 with a chamber 64
formed by the bore 53 and sleeve portion 54 of the
poppet valve 47. A check valve 65 is provided at the
upper end of a passage 66 that communicates the orifice
63 with the chamber 64 so as to permit flow from the
chamber 15 mnto the chamber 64 but preclude in the
reverse direction.

‘The chamber 61 downstream of the poppet valve 47
communicates with the chamber 16 through an internal
passage 66 formed in the main body member 48 which,
in turn, communicates with an annular chamber 68
extending around the main body member 48 between
the seals 49 and 51. This chamber 68, in turn, commmuni-
cates with passageways 69 in the piston element 19 on
the side of the seal 21 opposed from the chamber 15.
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One or more axially extending passages 71 are formed
in the main body member 48 of the second sub-assembly
45 and communicate with the chamber 15. The upper
ends of these passages 71 communicate with an annular
groove 72 formed in the upper end of the main body
member 48. Check valves 73 permit flow from the pas-
sages 28 to the passages 71 as shown by the broken line
arrows under certain conditions, as will be described.

A passageway 74 1s formed in the recessed area 57 of
the poppet valve 47 and communicates the chamber 61
with the chamber 64. A check valve 75 permits flow
from the chamber 61 to the chamber 64 but precludes
flow in the opposite direction.

The operation of the shock absorber 11 during jounce
and rebound will now be described by particular refer-
ence to F1GS. 3 and 4 with FIG. 3 showing the jounce
action and FIG. 4 showing the rebound action. When a
force 1s exerted on the shock absorber 11 which tends to
cause the piston 14 to move downwardly in the bore 13
to compress the fluid in the chamber 15 and reduce the
pressure in the chamber 16 (FIG. 3), fluid will flow
through the orifice 63 into the chamber 64 and act upon
the pilot valve 24. When sufficient pressure is generated
in the chamber 64 to overcome the bias on the pilot
valve 24 caused by the solenoid 34, which pressure is set
by the control afore referred to, the pilot valve member
32 will move upwardly as shown in FIG. 3 to permit
flow to occur through the orifice 27 and passages 28
past the check valves 29 and passages 31 into the cham-
ber 16. This reduces the pressure acting on the poppet
vale 47 and the poppet valve 47 will open to permit
flow through the orifice 57 and passages 66, chamber 68
and passages 69 to the chamber 16. At this time, the
pressure acting on the check valves 73 will not be suffi-
cient to cause them to open since the high pressure is on
the downstream side in the passages 71.

When the differential pressure between the chambers
15 and 15 falls below the pressure at which the solenoid
34 is set, the pilot valve 32 will move back to its closed
position.

During rebound action, the piston assembly 14 tends
to move upwardly to compress the fluid in the chamber
16 (FIG. 4). When this occurs, the pressure from the
chamber 16 is transmitted through the opening 69 in the
piston element 19 to the annular recess 67 and passage
66 to the chamber 61. This pressure in the chamber 61
then passes through the passageway 74 and opens the
check valve 73 to enter the chamber 64. When the pres-
sure 1n the chamber 64 exceeds the pressure at which
the solenoid 34 is holding the valve element 32 in its
closed position, the pilot valve element 32 will open and
flow will pass through the orifice 27 into the passage-
ways 28. This flow then unseats the check valve 73
since the pressure is now lower in the chamber 15 and
flow will occur through the passageway 71 into the
chamber 15. When the pressure in the chamber 64 is
reduced, the poppet valve 47 will open to facilitate flow
from the chamber 16 to the chamber 15 through the
now opened orifice 57. This motion will continue until
the pressure difference in no longer great enough to
hold the pilot valve 32 in its opened position.

It should be readily apparent from the foregoing
description that the described embodiment of the inven-
tion permits the use of a very simply constructed electri-
cally controlled shock absorber wherein the sub-com-
ponents may be easily assembled out of the piston of the
shock absorber and tested before assembly. In addition,

the type of poppet valve employed provides good flow
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6

control without fluttering or vibrational effects caused
due to the pressure difference in the flow across the
valving members. Of course, the foregoing description
1s that of a preferred embodiment of the invention and
various changes and modification may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention, as
defined by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A piston assembly for use in an electrically con-
trolled shock absorber, said piston assembly comprising
a piston element adapted to be positioned in a cylinder
bore to define a pair of spaced apart chambers on oppo-
site sides of said piston element, said piston element
having a cavity formed therein facing one of the cham-
bers formed by said piston element and closed at the
other end by an integral wall of said piston element, a
first sub-assembly comprised of a pilot valve assembly
and actuator received and retained in said piston cavity,
said pilot valve assembly controlling the pressure at
which flow between said chambers is permitted under
shock absorbing action under the control of said actua-
tor, and a second sub-assembly comprised of a main
passage forming member forming at least in part pas-
sages for flow between said chambers and a poppet
valve for controlling the flow therethrough received
and retained 1n said piston cavity.

2. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein
the first and second sub-assemblies are positioned
within the piston cavity in abutting relationship with
each other and are retained in the cavity by a deformed
portion of the piston element.

3. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 2 wherein
the first and second sub-assemblies have cooperating
passages that permit flow between the chambers and
through the first and second sub-assemblies.

4. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein
the first sub-assembly comprises a first sub-assembly
main body element having a cavity receiving an sole-
noid winding and actuator for the pilot valve, a passage
for communicating the first and second chambers with
each other and an orifice controlled by the pilot valve
for determining the pressure at which the pilot valve
opens.

S. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 4 wherein
the solenoid winding is potted into the cavity of the first
sub-assembly main body member.

6. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 5 further
including a pair of terminals for the solenoid, the first of
said terminals cooperating with a conductor passing
through a piston rod affixed to the piston and the sec-
ond of the conductors communicating directly with the
piston rod.

7. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein
the second sub-assembly comprises a second sub-assem-
bly main body member having an opening formed
therein with which the poppet valve cooperates for
controliing the flow between the chambers.

8. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 7 wherein
the opening is aligned with a bore formed in the second
sub-assembly main body member and in which a sleeve
portion of the poppet valve is slidably supported, said
opening being smaller in diameter than the diameter of
said bore.

9. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 8 wherein
the poppet valve has cylindrical portion having a diam-
eter substantially equal to the diameter of the opening
and a plurality of outwardly extending projections
adapted to engage the second sub-assembly main body
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member around the opening to limit the degree of clos-

ing of the poppet valve without interfering with the
flow through the poppet valve when said poppet valve
is opened.

10. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 9 wherein
the first sub-assembly comprises a first sub-assembly
main body member having a cavity receiving an sole-
noid winding and actuator for the pilot valve, a passage
for communicating the first and second chambers with
each other and an orifice controlled by said pilot valve
for determining the pressure at which said pilot valve
opens. |

11. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 10 wherein
the solenoid winding is potted into the cavity of the first
sub-assembly main body member.

12, A piston assembly as set forth in claim 11 further

including a pair of terminals for the solenoid, the first of

said terminals cooperating with a conductor passing
through a piston rod affixed to the piston and the sec-
ond of the conductors communicating directly with the
piston rod.

13. A poppet valve assembly comprised of a member
defining a flow orifice, a poppet valve having a cylindri-
cal portion having a diameter substantially equal to the
diameter of said flow orifice, and projections formed on
said cylindrical member at spaced locations there-
around for engaging the member defining said flow

orifice for limiting the degree of closing movement of

said poppet valve without restricting the flow therepast
when said poppet valve is in its opened position.

14. A poppet valve as set forth in claim 13 wherein
the poppet valve further has a sleeve portion to which
the cyhindrical portion is affixed and received in a bore
of the member which defines the flow orifice and fur-
ther including baising spring means acting upon said
sleeve portion for urging said poppet valve to its closed
position.

15. A poppet valve as set forth in claim 14 wherein
the diameter of the sleeve portion is larger than the
diameter of the cylindrical portion.

16. A piston assembly for use in an electrically con-
trolled shock absorber formed by the method of form-
-1ng a piston element adapted to be positioned in a cylin-
der bore to define a pair of spaced apart chambers on
opposite sides of said piston element with a cavity
formed therein facing one of said chambers formed by
sald piston element and closed at the other end by an
integral wall of said piston element, inserting a first
sub-assembly comprised of a pilot valve assembly and
an actuator in said piston cavity in engagement with
said integral end wall at the end of said cavity, said pilot
valve assembly controlling the pressure at which flow
between said chambers is permitted under shock ab-
sorbing action under the control of said actuator, and
inserting a second sub-assembly comprised of a2 main
passage forming member forming at least in part pas-
sages for flow between said chambers and a poppet
valve for controlling the flow therethrough into said
piston cavity in abutment with said first sub-assembly,
and retaining said second sub-assembly within said pis-
ton cavity.
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17. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 16 wherein
the second sub-assembly is retained within the cavity by
deforming a portion of the piston element into engage-
ment with second sub-assembly.

18. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 17 wherein
the first and second sub-assemblies have cooperating
passages that permit flow between the chambers and
through the first and second sub-assemblies.

19. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 16 wherein
the first sub-assembly comprises a first sub-assembly
main body element having a cavity receiving an sole-
noid winding and actuator for the pilot valve, a passage
for communicating the first and second chambers with
each other and an orifice controlled by the pilot valve
for determining the pressure at which the pilot valve
opens.

20. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 19 wherein
the solenoid winding is potted into the cavity of the first
sub-assembly main body member.

21. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 20 further
including a pair of terminals for the solenoid, the first of
said terminals cooperating with a conductor passing
through a piston rod affixed to the piston and the sec-
ond of the conductors communicating directly with the
piston rod.

22. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 16 wherein
the second sub-assembly comprises a second sub-assem-
bly main body member having an opening formed
therein with which the poppet valve cooperates for
controlling the flow between the chambers.

23. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 22 wherein
the opening is aligned with a bore formed in the second
sub-assembly main body member and in which a sleeve
portion of the poppet valve is slidably supported, said
opening being smaller in diameter that the diameter of
said bore.

24. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 23 wherein
the poppet valve has cylindrical portion having a diam-
eter substantially equal to the diameter of the opening
and a plurahty of outwardly extending projections
adapted to engage the second sub-assembly main body
member around the opening to limit the degree of clos-
ing of the poppet valve without interfering with the
flow through the poppet valve when said poppet valve
is opened.

25. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 24 wherein
the first sub-assembly comprises a first sub-assembly
main body member having a cavity receiving an sole-
noid and actuator for the pilot valve, a passage for com-
municating the first and second chambers with each
other and an orifice controlled by said pilot valve for
determining the pressure at which said pilot valve
opens.

26. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 25 wherein
the solenoid winding is potted into the cavity of the first
sub-assembly main body member. |

27. A piston assembly as set forth in claim 26 further
including a pair of terminals for the solenoid, the first of
said terminals cooperating with a conductor passing
through a piston rod affixed to the piston and the sec-
ond of the conductors communicating directly with the

piston rod.
% * X % *
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