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1
CLIP OF ATTACHMENTS

This 1s a divisional of application Ser. No. 08/010,836,
filed Jan. 29, 1993, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,339,954,

The present invention relates in general to plastic
attachments or fasteners commonly used to attach tags
to soft goods such as clothing. These attachments are
commonly manufactured in clips consisting of a plural-
ity of parallel, side by side attachments extending from
a connector bar. The attachments are designed to be
dispersed, one at a time, through the hollow needle of a
tag attaching device. More particularly the invention

relates to an improved clip structure in which a part of

the connector bar remains accessible from the exterior
of the housing of the attaching device to permit the clip
to be manually advanced along the housing channel. A
second aspect of the invention relates to a connector bar
designed to limit the advancement of the clip through
the device housing channel to permit better control of
the disposal of empty connector bars.

Injection molded, heat stretched attachments includ-
~ ing a “T” bar end and a second end (either an enlarged
“paddle” of one of several different shapes or a second
“T” bar) are widely known in the art. They have been
commercially available from several sources for many
years.

Vaniations on one type (nonconnected paddle) of
such attachments are disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
3,103,666 to Amold Bone, U.S. Pat. No. 3,444,597 to
Arnold Bone and U.S. Pat. No. 4,347,932 to Akira
Furutsu. A so-called “connected paddle” version is
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 3,733,657 to Gordon Lank-
ton. In both versions, the attachments are connected in
parallel, spaced relation along a single connector bar to
form clips of 50 or 100 attachments each. These single
connector bar type clips are designed to be dispensed
with manual and automatic tag attaching devices also
well known in the art. Examples are disclosed in U.S.
Pat. No. 3,895,753 to Arnold Bone, U.S. Pat. No.
3,888,402 to Arnold Bone and U.S. Pat. No. 4,416,407 to

Arnold Bone.
- Clips of attachments can also be formed by mounting

the attachments between two spaced, parallel connec-
tor bars. The double connector bar clips are disclosed in

my U.S. Pat. No. 5,038,931. That patent also discloses a
device for dispensing attachments supplied in double
connector bar clips.

Attaching devices for these types of attachments
include mechanisms which automatically advance the
clip such that the attachments, one at a time, are
brought into alignment with the hollow dispensing nee-
dle. The feed mechanism is actuated by the depression
of a trigger, either manually or by a solenoid or motor,
if electrically driven or by air pressure if pneumatically
driven. The feed mechanisms commonly include index-
ing wheels or pivotally mounted fingers which engage
the clip and move relative to the housing in a manner
which causes the clip to advance a short distance each
time the mechanism is actuated.

All feed mechanisms, particularly those of compli-
cated design with many of molded plastic parts, have a
tendency to wear and occasionally will not function
properly. The purpose of one aspect of my invention is
to provide auxiliary means, accessible from the exterior
of the device housing regardless of the position of the
clip, for permitting manual advancement of the clip
- through the housing. With this means, the operator has
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access to the clip so that it can be advanced even if the
feed mechanism is not operating properly. This feature
1s particularly useful with devices which employ clips
with double connector bars where the feed mechanism
tends to be very complicated.

A second aspect of my invention relates to the con-
trol of the disposal of connector bars, after all the at-
tachments on the clip have been dispensed. Normally,
once the last attachment has been dispensed, the con-
nector bar passes through the housing channel and out
the bottom of the device, onto the factory floor. The
empty connector bars collect on the floor and represent
a potential safety hazard. In my invention, the connec-
tor bar 1s fashioned so that it cannot pass entirely
through the channel. Instead, the bar can advance only
to a certain point. Thus, to remove an empty connector
bar, the bar must be grasped manually, moved in a di-
rection opposite the direction of normal advancement
and then removed then from the top of the device.
Because the bars must be grasped to be removed, opera-
tors can be trained to drop the empty bars into a dis-
posal receptacle provided for this purpose, before a new
clip is inserted into the device.

It 1s, therefore, a prime object of the present invention
to provide a clip of attachments which is capable of
being manually manipulated from the exterior of the
device housing regardless of the position of the clip, so
that the clip can be advanced along the housing channel
in the event that the feed mechanism is not functioning.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a clip of attachments with a connector bar which
will not pass through and out of the device after all of
the attachments have been dispensed, but instead must
be manually removed from the device housing so as to
facilitate control of disposal. |

In accordance with one aspect of the present inven-
tion, a clip of attachments is provided comprising a
plurality of attachments connected in spaced, substan-
tially parallel relation along the main section of a con-
nector bar. Each of the attachments includes a “T bar
end and a second end. The ends are connected by a
filament. The connector bar has a part which extends
beyond the main section of the connector bar.

The other end of the connector bar may also have a
part which extends beyond the main section of the con-
nector bar.

Grasping means may be mounted on the extended
part. The grasping means may comprise an element
extending in a plane substantially perpendicular to the
connector bar part. The grasping means may include a
substantially disc-like element or a substantially cylin-
drical element. |

The second attachment end preferably also comprises
a 1" bar. When attachments with two “T> bar ends
are used, a second connector bar may also be provided.
The second connector bar also has a main section to
which the attachments are connected. At least one end
of the second connector bar has a part which extends
beyond the main portion of the second connector bar.
Preferably, the extended parts from both connecting
bars extend in the same direction.

Grasping means preferably extend from the extended
parts. The grasping means may comprise sections of the
extended parts directed inwardly toward each other.
Means for joimning the sections may be provided. The
joining means may comprise an enlarged element. The

sections may form a continuous bridge between the
connector bars.
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The clip is adapted for use with apparatus for dispens-
ing and attaching attachments through a hollow needle
mounted on a housing. The housing has a channel along
which the connector bar is advanced, as each attach-
ment is moved into alignment with the needle so that it
can be dispensed. The extending part extends beyond
the main section of the connector bar, a distance at least
equal to the distance between the plane of the needle
and the exterior surface of the housing proximate the
channel entrance.

Preferably, the part extends beyond the main section
of the connector bar at least a distance greater than
twice the spacing between the attachments.

In accordance with another aspect of the present
invention, a clip of attachments 1s provided including a
plurality of attachments situated in spaced, substantiaily
parallel relation along a connector bar. Each of the
attachments includes a “T” bar end and a second end.
The ends are connected by a filament. The clip is
adapted for use with apparatus for dispensing attach-
ment, through a hollow needle mounted on a housing.
The housing has a channel along which the connector
bar is advanced as attachments are dispensed. The con-
nector bar comprises means for cooperating with the
housing to limit advancement of the connector bar be-
yond a given point along the channel.

The channel has an opening adapted to receive the
connector bar. The channel opening has a given dimen-
sion. The cooperating means includes a part on the
connector bar having a dimension greater than the
given dimension of the channel opening.

Preferably, the cooperating means comprises an ele-
ment extending from the connector bar in a direction
other than the direction of the axis of the connector bar.

To these and such other objects which may hereinaf-
ter appear, the present invention relates to an improved
clip of attachments as set forth in detail in the following
specification and recited in the annexed claims, taken
together with the annexed drawings, wherein like nu- 40
merals relate to like parts:

FIG. 1 1s an isometric view of a conventional clip of
non-attached paddle attachments.

FIG. 2 1s an isometric view of a first preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of a first variation on the
first preferred embodiment of the present invention;

F1G. 4 i1s an 1sometric view of a second variation on
the first preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FI1G. § 1s a cutaway view of a portion of a typical
attaching device with a clip according to the first pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is an isometric view of a conventional clip of
attachments with two connector bars;

FIG. 7 is an isometric view of a second preferred
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is an 1sometric view of a first variation of the
second preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 1s an 1sometric view of a second variation of ¢,
the second preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion; |

FIG. 10 is an isometric view of a third variation of the
second preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 11 i1s an i1sometric view of a third preferred 65
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 12 1s an isometric view of the third preferred
embodiment of the present invention.

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

30

35

4

The drawings depict the clips of attachments in ideal-
ized form. Moreover, the drawings are not to scale.
They are intended for illustrative purposes only.

As seen in FIG. 1, a conventional clip of noncon-
nected paddle attachments on a single connector bar,
includes a plurality of injection molded plastic attach-
ments, generally designated 10, connected 1n spaced, .
substantially parallel relation along connector bar 12 by
a plurality of elements 14. |

Each attachment 10 includes a “T™ bar end 16. The
“I” bars have a generally cybndrical shape and are
adapted to pass through the passage in a hollow needle
mounted on a conventional tag attaching device. Each
“T”” bar end 16 is connected to a second end 18 which,
in this illustration, is shown as an enlarged paddle or
anchor shape. However, paddles of rectangular, round
and oval shapes are also commonly used. Ends 16 and
18 are connected by a very thin filament 20 which 1s
heated and stretched to increase its strength.

It should be noted that in prior art clips, such as the
one shown in FIG. 1, connector bar 12 is only as long as
the width of the group of attachments 10 connected to
it by elements 14. That is, the first and last elements 14
are in planes proximate the planes in which the extreme
opposite ends of the connector bar 12 lie. This configu-
ration 1s usually considered to be desirable because it
minimizes the amount of plastic material required and
reduces tangling of connector bars of one clip with
other clips. In many clips, a nub or small protrusion may
exist on the end of the connector bar beyond the plane
of the end attachment to insure proper joining of the
end attachment to the bar. However, this nub is gener-
ally smaller than the distance between attachments and
therefore cannot serve the function for which the pres-
ent invention is intended.

FIG. 2 illustrates one preferred embodiment of my
invention. Here connector bar 12 is provided with a
part 22 which extends beyond the main section 24 of the
connector bar to which attachments 10 are connected.
Part 22 extends along the axis of bar 12 in one direction.
A second part 26 may also be provided. Part 26 also
extends along the axis of bar 12, but in an opposite
direction from part 22. Thus, regardless of which end of
the clip is inserted into the attacher, one of the extend-
ing parts will always be accessible from the top of the
housing.

FIG. 3 illustrates a first version of the first preferred
embodiment. As shown in FIG. 3, a disk-like element 28
is provided at the end of part 22. Element 28 preferably
has a planar surface 30 which extends in a direction
perpendicular to the axis of bar 24. Element 28 acts to
facilitate grasping of the connector bar so that the clip
can more easlly be moved manually relative to the hous-
ing.

FI1G. 4 illustrates another variation of the first pre-
ferred embodiment. In this version, element 28 is re-
placed by an element 31 having a substantially cylindri-
cal shape. Element 31 also facilitates grasping.

FIG. 5§ shows the side of the housing of a tag attach-
ing device, generally designated B. A channel 23 with
an opening or mouth 25 is illustrated. Channel 23 has a
portion shaped to accept connector bar 24. It will be
appreciated that part 22 of connector bar 24 extends
sufficiently beyond the exterior surface of the housing
sO as to be accessible from the exterior of the device,
even when the T bar 16 of the last attachment 10 is
aligned with the needle 27 as shown in FIG. 5. The
length of part 22 is selected such that part 22 1s always
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accessible from the exterior of the housing, regardless
of the position of the bar in the channel.

FI@G. 6 illustrates a conventional clip of attachments
with two connector bars. This clip consists of two par-
allel connector bars 12 and 32 between which a plural-
ity of attachments 34 are mounted. Attachments 34
have “T” bars at both ends.

FI1G. 7 illustrates a clip with two connector bars
modified in accordance with the present invention by
providing parts 22 and 36 respectively extending be-
yond the main sections of bars 12 and 32. Preferably
parts 22 and 36 extend in the same direction.

When the clip of FIG. 7 is received in an attacher
designed for this purpose, both parts 22 and 36 will
always be accessible from the exterior of the housing.
The clip can then be manually advanced through the
device in a balanced manner, in the event that the feed
mechanism is not functioning. |

FIG. 8 shows a second variation of the second pre-
ferred embodiment. In this version, parts 22 and 36 are
further elongated and have portions 38, 40 which ex-
tend inwardly toward each other. However, a small gap
remains between the extended portions.

FIG. 9 shows a third variation of the second pre-
ferred embodiment. In this version, portions 38 and 40
are elongated to an even greater degree so that they
overlap. |

FI1G. 10 shows another variation of the second pre-
ferred embodiment. In this version, portions 38 and 40
are connected by an enlarged portion 42.

FI1G. 11 shows still another variation. In this case,
enlarged portion 42 is absent but portions 38 and 40 are
connected to form a continuous bridge 44 of substan-
tially uniform thickness.
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FIG. 12 illustrates a third preferred embodiment of 35

the present invention. In this embodiment, a bent or
enlarged element 46 is provided at the extended part 26
of the connector bar 24. Element 46 extends in a direc-
tion other than the axis of connector bar 24 and is larger
than the mouth or opening 25 of the channel 23 through
which the connector bar advances. Element 46 is situ-
ated such that 1t will contact the housing surface adja-
cent the mouth 25 of the channel 23 after the last attach-
ment has been dispensed. The purpose of element 46 is
to prevent the connector bar 12 from passing all the
way through the channel 23 and out the bottom of the
device. In order to remove the empty connector bar 24
from the device, it must be grasped by the operator and
pulled out of the channel. Once it is grasped by the
operator, 1t is more easily properly discarded. Element
46 can be of any shape desired or may simply be a bent
portion of the part.

It should now be appreciated that the present inven-
tion relates to improvements in clips of plastic attach-
ments both of the single and double connector bar
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types. In one embodiment, single connector bars are
extended to facilitate access from the exterior of the
housing. In the second embodiment, double connector
bars are extended and in some versions, form a connect-
ing bridge. In the third embodiment, an element is used
to limit advancement of the clip, thereby enhancing
control over the manner in which empty connector bars
are discarded.

While only a limited number of preferred embodi-
ments have been disclosed for purposes of illustration, it
is obvious that many variations and modifications could
be made thereto. It is intended to cover all of these
variations and modifications which fall within the scope
of the present invention, as defined by the following
claims:

I claim:

1. In combination, a clip of attachments and an appa-
ratus for dispensing said attachments, one at a time,
through a hollow needle mounted on a housing, said
housing having an exterior surface and a connecting bar
receiving channel extending through said exterior sur-
face, said clip comprising a plurality of said attachments
including a first attachment and a last attachment and a
connecting bar comprising a main section extending
between said first and second attachments, said attach-
ments being mounted in spaced, substantially parallel
relation along said main section of said connecting bar,
each of said attachments comprising a first “T” bar end
which aligns with and is dispensed through said needle
and a second end, said first and second ends being con-
nected by a filament, said connecting bar being received
within and advanced along said channel to bring each
attachment, in turn, to a point in said channel aligned
with said needle, said exterior surface being spaced
from said point in said channel, said connecting bar
comprising a part extending outwardly beyond said
main section of said connecting bar at a first end thereof
a distance greater than the distance between said point
in said channel and the portion of said exterior surface
of the housing adjacent said channel, such that said
extending part is accessible from the exterior of said
housing when said last attachment is situated at said
point in said channel.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said connector
bar has a second end and further comprising a second
part on said second end of said comnector bar, said
second part extending outwardly beyond said main
section of said connector bar.

3. The combination of claim 1 further comprising
grasping means mounted on said extending part.

4. The combination of claim 1 wherein said part ex-
tends beyond said main section of said connector bar a
distance greater than twice the spacing between the

attachments along said connector bar.
*x *x %k x ¥
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