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BABY BOTTLES FORMED OF SEPARABLE
SEGMENTS ADAPTED TO EDUCATE AND
ENTERTAIN A CHILD DURING FEEDING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to baby bottles formed
of separable segments adapted to educate and entertain
a child during feeding and more particularly pertains to
educating and entertaining children during feeding
through a baby bottle comprised of a plurality of seg-
ments each segment adapted to individually achieve the
intended plurality of functions.

2. Description of the Prior Art

The use of baby bottles is known in the prior art.
More specifically, baby bottles heretofore devised and
utilized for the purpose of feeding a child while educat-
ing and/or entertaining the child are known to consist
basically of familiar, expected, and obvious structural
configurations, notwithstanding the myriad of designs
- encompassed by the crowded prior art which has been
developed for the fulfillment of countless objectives and
requirements.

The prior art discloses a large number of baby bottles.
By way of example, U.S. Pat. No. 3,496,652 to Wolfner
discloses a bottle toy.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,570,808 to Campbell discloses a baby
bottle with integral handle.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,832,213 to Sharon discloses a baby
bottle employing a curved shape along its length.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,940,153 to Pilgrim, Jr. discloses a
decorative bottle and method of fabricating.

Lastly, U.S. Pat. No. 4,944,418 to Wallace dlscloses a
soft baby bottle.

In this respect, baby bottles formed of separable seg-
ments each adapted to educate and entertain a child
during feeding according to the present invention sub-
stantially depart from the conventional concepts and
designs of the prior art, and in doing so provide an
apparatus primarily developed for the purpose of edu-
cating and entertaining children during feeding through
a baby bottle comprised of a plurality of segments each
segment adapted to individually achieve the intended
plurality of functions.

‘Therefore, 1t can be appreciated that there exists a
continuing need for new and improved baby bottles
formed of separable segments each adapted to educate
and entertain a child during feeding which can be used
for educating and entertaining children during feeding
through a baby bottle comprised of a plurality of seg-
ments each segment adapted to individually achieve the
intended plurality of functions. In this regard, the pres-
ent invention substantially fulfills this need.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in
the known types of baby bottles now present in the
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prior art, the present invention provides improved baby 60

bottles formed of separable segments each adapted to
educate and entertain a child during feeding. As such,

- the general purpose of the present invention, which will

be described subsequently in greater detail, is to provide
new and improved baby bottles formed of separable
segments each adapted to educate and entertain a child
during feeding and methods which have all the advan-
tages of the prior art and none of the disadvantages.
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To attain this, the present invention essentially com-
prises a new and improved baby bottle formed of sepa-
rable segments each adapted to educate and entertain a
child during feeding comprising, in combination, a plu-
rality of hollow, generally cube-shaped blocks matable
together to form a baby bottle, each of the blocks hav-
ing four generally square side walls coupled together at
their edges to form an essentially square cross-sectional
configuration with a longitudinal axis extending
through the center thereof. The blocks include an up-
permost block having at its upper extent screw threads,
with a nipple and nipple support cap with internal
threads removably mounted to the threads.of the upper-
most block. The blocks also include a lowermost block
bemng formed with a lower end cap in a square configu-
ration secured at its edges to the lowermost edges of the
side walls thereof. The blocks also include at least one
intermediate block, with each intermediate block being
formed with an axial flange and external O-ring at its
upper end and an internal circular flange adapted to be
received over the flange and O-ring of an adjacent
block. An alpha-numeric character is formed on at least
one side wall of each block and an associated illustration
of an object beginning with such alpha-numeric charac-
ter on an associated side wall, one component of the
alpha-numeric character of one block being physically
interrelated with the next adjacent block. A transparent
window of a rectangular configuration positioned
within a rectangular recess formed within one side wall
of each block, with a space between the recess and
window for the receipt of a pre-selected picture for
viewing through the window. A rectangular recess is
formed within the bottom face of the bottommost block
with a supplemental rectangular window in a rectangu-
lar configuration positioned therein with a space there-
between for the positioning of a picture for being
viewed through the supplemental window.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the
more important features of the invention in order that
the detailed description thereof that follows may be
better understood and in order that the present contri-
bution to the art may be better appreciated. There are,
of course, additional features of the invention that will
be described hereinafter and which will form the sub-
ject matter of the claims appended hereto.

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodi-
ment of the invention in detail, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited in its application to the
details of construction and to the arrangements of the
components set forth in the following description or
illustrated in the drawings. The invention is capable of
other embodiments and of being practiced and carried
out 1n various ways. Also, it is to be understood that the
phraseology and terminology employed herein are for
the purpose of descriptions and should not be regarded
as limiting.

As such, those skilled 1n the art will appreciate that
the conception, upon which this disclosure is based,
may readily be utilized as a basis for the designing of
other structures, methods and systems for carrying out
the several purposes of the present invention. It is im-
portant, therefore, that the claims be regarded as includ-
ing such equivalent constructions insofar as they do not
depart from the spirit and scope of the present inven-
tion. -

Further, the purpose of the foregoing abstract 1s to
enable the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and the
public generally, and especially the scientists, engineers
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and practitioners in the art who are not familiar with
patent of legal terms or phraseology, to determine
quickly from a cursory inspection the nature and es-
sence of the technical disclosure of the application. The

abstract is neither intended to define the invention of 5

the application, which is measured by the claims, nor is
it intended to be limiting as to the scope of the invention
In any way.

It 1s therefore an object of the present invention to
provide new and improved baby bottles formed of sepa-
rable segments each adapted to educate and entertain a
child during feeding which have all the advantages of
the prior art baby bottles and none of the disadvantages.

It 1s another object of the present invention to pro-
vide new and improved baby bottles formed of separa-
ble segments each adapted to educate and entertain a
child during feeding which may be easily and efficiently
manufactured and marketed.

It 1s a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide new and improved baby bottles formed of separa-
ble segments each adapted to educate and entertain a
child during feeding which are of a durable and reliable
construction.

An even further object of the present invention is to
provide new and improved baby bottles formed of sepa-
rable segments each adapted to educate and entertain a
child during feeding which are susceptible of a low cost
of manufacture with regard to both materials and labor,
and which accordingly are then susceptible of low
prices of sale to the consuming public, thereby making
such baby bottles formed of separable segments each
adapted to educate and entertain a child during feeding
economically available to the buying public.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to
provide new and improved baby bottles formed of sepa-
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rable segments each adapted to educate and entertain a .

child during feeding which provide in the apparatuses
and methods of the prior art some of the advantages
thereof, while simultaneously overcoming some of the
disadvantages normally associated therewith.

Even still another object of the present invention is to
educate and entertain children during feeding through a
baby bottle comprised of a plurality of segments each
segment adapted to individually achieve the intended
plurality of functions.

Lastly, 1t 1s an object of the present invention to pro-
vide new and improved baby bottles formed of separa-
ble segments each adapted to educate and entertain a
child during feeding comprising a plurality of hollow,
generally cube-shaped blocks matable together to form
a baby bottle, each of the blocks having four generally
square side walls coupled together at their edges to
form an essentially square cross-sectional configuration
with a longitudinal axis extending through the center
thereof; the blocks including an uppermost block hav-
Ing at its upper extent screw threads, with a nipple and
nipple support cap with internal threads removably
mounted to the threads of the uppermost block; the
blocks also including a lowermost block being formed
with a lower end cap in a square configuration secured
at 1ts edges to the lowermost edges of the side walls
thereof; the blocks also including at least one intermedi-
ate block, with each intermediate block being formed
with an axial flange and external O-ring at its upper end
and an mternal circular flange adapted to be received
over the flange and O-ring of an adjacent block; and an
alpha-numeric character formed on at least one side
wall of each block and an associated illustration of an
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object beginning with such alpha-numeric character on
an associated side wall.

These together with other objects of the invention,
along with the various features of novelty which char-
acterize the invention, are pointed out with particular-
ity 1n the claims annexed to and forming a part of this
disclosure. For a better understanding of the invention,
its operating advantages and the specific objects at-
tained by its uses, reference should be had to the accom-
panying drawings and descriptive matter in which there
1s 1llustrated preferred embodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood and objects
other than those set forth above will become apparent
when consideration is given to the following detailed
description thereof. Such description makes reference
to the annexed drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a front elevation of the preferred embodi-
ment of the baby bottles formed of separable segments
each adapted to educate and entertain a child during the
feeding time constructed in accordance with the princi-
ples of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a side elevational view of the bottle shown
in FIG. 1 taken along line 2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the bottle shown in FIGS.
1 and 2. .

FIG. 4 1s a top plan view of the baby bottle shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. S 1s a perspective illustration of the upper por-
tions of the bottle shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 6 1s a cross-sectional view taken along line 6—6
of FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective illustration similar to that of
FIG. 5 but illustrating an alternate embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 8 1s a bottom view of the bottle shown in FIG.
6 illustrating another feature of the alternate embodi-
ment of the invention.

The same reference numerals refer to the same parts
throughout the various Figures.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular
to FI1G. 1 thereof, the preferred embodiment of the new
and improved baby bottles formed of separable seg-
ments each adapted to educate and entertain a child
during the feeding time embodying the principles and
concepts of the present invention and generally desig-
nated by the reference numeral 10 will be described.

Specifically, it will be noted with reference to FIGS.
1 through 6 that the present invention is a new and
improved baby bottle 10 formed of separable segments
each adapted to educate and entertain a child during
feeding. In its broadest context, the bottle 10 includes a
plurality of blocks 12, 14, 16, the blocks including an
uppermost block 12, a lowermost block 14, and at least
one intermediate block 16. Also included is an alpha-
numeric character 20, 22, 24 and an illustration 28, 30,
32.

The illustration of each block is correlated with the
alpha-numeric character on the same block but on a
different face.

More specifically, each block is of a generally cube-
shaped configuration and is hollow for containing milk
or other fluid to be consumed by the baby. Each of the
blocks has four generally square side walls 36. The side
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walls are coupled together at their edges to form an
essentially square cross-sectional configuration. Note
FIGS. 3 and 4. Each block, whether taken alone or
when coupled with respect to other blocks, has a cen-
tral longitudinal axis extending through the center 5
thereof.

The blocks of the bottle 10 include one uppermost
block 12. The uppermost block has, at its upper extent,
screw threads 40. The screw threads 40 are on an up-
wardly extending axial flange 42 in a cylindrical config-
uration. The threads 40 of the flange 42 are adapted to
removably receive a nipple support cap 44 with internal
screw threads matable with the threads 40 of the flange
42. Support cap 44 receives at its central aperture a

nipple 46 in the conventiopal manner.
Another of the blocks is the lowermost block 14. The

lowermost block 1s formed with a lower end cap 50.
Such end cap 50 is of a square configuration and is
secured at 1ts edges to the lowermost edges of the side
walls 36 of the lowermost block 14.

Also formed as part of the bottle is at least one inter-
mediate block 16. Only one such intermediate block is
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. Any number of intermediate
blocks 16 could, however, be utilized as a function of
the quantity of liquid to be provided in the bottle for 25
being drunk by the child at feeding time. Each interme-
diate block is formed with an axial flange 54. Each such
flange is provided with an elastomeric O-ring 56 func-
tioning to effect a sealing relationship between blocks of
the assembled bottle 10. Each of the O-rings 56 is par- 30
tially received in an annular recess 58 formed in the
flange 54. A similar flange 54 and O-ring 56 are also
formed in the upper extent of the lowermost block of
14.

In association with the flange 54 and O-ring 56 of 35
each intermediate block is an associated flange 62 lo-
cated at the lowermost extent at each intermediate
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., block and at the lower extent of the uppermost block 12.

Such supplemental flange 62 is cylindrical in shape and

is adapted to be received over the flange and O-ring of 40
the next adjacent block. A sealing relationship is then
formed between the various blocks when an uppermost
block 12 and a lowermost block 14 are coupled with or
without one or more intermediate blocks 16 therebe-
tween.

Formed on at least one side wall 36 of each block is an
alpha-numeric character 20, 22, 24. In FIG. 1, character
20 is the letter A, block 14 has the alpha-numeric char-
acter C, the intermediate block 16 is formed with a
character 24 in the shape of the letter B. In association
therewith on each block is an associated illustration 28,
30, 32 of an object which begins with the alpha-numeric
character on the associated side wall 36 of such block.
By way of example, the illustration 28 on block 12 is an
airplane which begins with the letter A 20 on the same
block. The illustration 30 on the block 14 is of a carrot
which begins with the letter C. Block 14 has the alpha-
numeric C shown as element 22. Similarly, the illustra-
tion 32 at the intermediate block 16 is of a boat B begin-
ning with the letter B whereas the intermediate block 60
shown 1n FIG. 1 1s in the shape of a letter B. Any num-
ber of objects and letters could be used or interrelated
on any bottle. |

One further feature of the invention can be seen by
reference to FIGS. 1 and 5. In such illustrations, one of 65
the alpha-numeric characters, letter A, is formed with
an extenston V, the upper part of the letter A which
extends into a correspondingly shaped recess 68 on the

45

30

35

6

next adjacent block. This effects a physical interrela-
tionship between one block and the next adjacent block.
An alternate embodiment of the invention can be seen in
FIGS. 7 and 8. In such embodiments, a transparent

‘window 72 is formed in a rectangular configuration.

Such window is removably positionable within a corre-
spondingly shaped rectangular recess 74. Such recess 74
is formed within one side wall 36 of one or blocks. The
uppermost block 12 is shown in FIG. 7 for illustrative
purposes. A space 1s thereby formed between the win-
dow 72 and the face of the recess 74. Within such recess
1S positioned a pre-selected picture 76 having an illustra-
tion 78 of an object beginning with the letter formed on
an adjacent side wall 36 of such block. In FIG. 7, the
object 78 is an apple which begins with the letter A
wherein the letter A is shaped into the adjacent side
wall.

Also in association therewith, a supplemental win-
dow 82, also of a rectangular configuration, is remov-
ably positioned within a recess 84 on the exterior sur-
face of the end cap 50 of the lowermost block 14 as
shown i FIG. 8. This lowermost surface of the end cap
allows the interchanging of different pictures 76 having
an illustration 78 to extend the utility of the bottle for

entertainment and educational purposes and to facilitate

the feeding of the child. Note is taken that the various
blocks include circles 88 and rectangles 90 for use in
helping to configure the appropriate side walls into an

- alpha-numeric configuration. Such circles and rectan-

gles may be painted onto the side walls to effect their
function. They also might be formed as recesses within
the surfaces of the sidewalls for the same function.

The present invention is easier to hold, and has a
shape that is very novel and eye appealing. It makes an
ordinary baby bottle an item of unusual interest. Babies
bring happiness into the world, and these bottles add to
that feeling. They deal with the fundamentals of learn-
ing, which are the alphabet and numbers. Children first
are taught to count, then they are led slowly into the
vast world of the twenty-six letters that comprise our
alphabet. Parents and babysitters can amuse the baby by
pointing out the shapes and explaining them. While they
are not able to comprehend the lessons, the children are
fascinated with the conversation they hear. The con-
cept of numbers and letters may be instilled in them
almost subliminally.

The present invention is in the shape of three letters
of the alphabet, like A, B and C stacked in a column.
Other combinations are also provided, as well as bottles
which are shaped like numerals, such as 1, 2 and 3. Each
section is suitably decorated. A shows an apple, B a
banana and C has cherries. Number bottles show 1
object, 2 cookies, 3 plums or other items. All should
have happy colors, like rainbows that are light in
shades.

This mnvention fulfills the desires that most people
have for something that is different and distinct. There
are enough humdrum things in the world that can make
days dreary, so something that displays happiness is
most welcome. Happiness and babies go hand in hand.

As to the manner of usage and operation of the pres-

~ ent invention, the same should be apparent from the

above description. Accordingly, no further discussion
relating to the manner of usage and operation will be
provided.

With respect to the above description then, it is to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for
the parts of the invention, to include variations in size,
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materials, shape, form, function and manner of opera-
tion, assembly and use, are deemed readily apparent and
obvious to one skilled in the art, and all equivalent rela-

tionships to those illustrated in the drawings and de-

scribed in the specification are intended to be encom-
passed by the present invention.

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as iHustrative
only of the principles of the invention. Further, since
numerous modifications and changes will readily occur
to those skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the
invention t0 the exact comnstruction and operation
shown and described, and accordingly, all suitable mod-
ifications and equivalents may be resorted to, falling
within the scope of the invention.

What is claimed as being new and desired to be pro-
tected by Letters Patent of the United States 1s as fol-
lows:

1. A new and improved bottle formed of separable
segments each adapted to educate and entertain a child
during feeding comprising, in combination:

a plurality of hollow, generally cube-shaped blocks
matable together to form a baby bottle, each of the
blocks having four generally square side walls uni-
tarily coupled together at their edges to form an
essentially square cross-sectional configuration
with a longitudinal axis extending through the cen-
ter thereof;

the blocks including an uppermost block having at 1ts
upper extent screw threads, with a nipple and nip-
ple support cap with integral threads removably
mounted to the threads of the upper most block;

the blocks also including a lowermost block being
formed with a lower end cap in a square configura-
tion unitarily secured at its edges to the lowermost
edges of the side walls thereof;

the blocks also including at least one intermediate
block, with each intermediate block being formed
with an axial flange and external O-ring at its upper
end and an internal circular flange adapted to be
received over the flange and O-ring of an adjacent
block;

an alpha-numeric character formed on at least one
side wall of each block and an associated illustra-
tion of an object beginning with such alpha-
numeric character on an associated side wall, one
component of the alpha-numeric character of one
block being physically interrelated with the next
adjacent block; and

a rectangular recess formed within the bottom face of

the bottommost block with a supplemental rectan-

J

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

30

93

65

8

gular window in a rectangular configuration posi-
tioned therein with a space therebetween for the
positioning of a picture for being viewed through
the supplemental window.

2. A baby bottle formed of separable segments each
adapted to educate and entertain a child during feeding
comprising:

a plurality of hollow blocks matable together to form
a baby bottle, each block generally formed in a
cube shape with an open top, open bottom and four
sidewalls having an essentially square cross-sec-
tional configuration with a longitudinal axis ex-
tending through the center thereof;

the blocks including an uppermost block havmg at its
upper extent screw threads, with a nipple and nip-
ple support cap with integral threads removably
mounted to the threads of the upper most block;

the blocks also including a lowermost block generally
formed in a cube shape with an open top, closed
bottom face, and four side walls having an essen-
tially square cross-sectional configuration;

the blocks also including at least one intermediate
block, with each intermediate block being formed
with an axial flange and external O-ring at its upper
end and an internal circular flange adapted to be
received over the flange and O-ring of an adjacent
block; and

an alpha-numeric character formed on at least one
side wall of each block with one component of the
alpha-numeric character of one block extending
beyond the block and physically engaging with the
alpha-numeric character on the next adjacent block
when the blocks are mated and an associated illus-
tration of an object beginning with such alpha-
numeric character on an associated side wall.

3. The bottle as set forth in claim 2 and further includ-

ing:

a transparent window of a configuration positioned
within a recess formed within one side wall of each
block, with a space between the recess and window
for the receipt of a pre-selected picture for viewing
through the window; and

4. The bottle as set forth in claim 2 and further includ-
Ing:

a recess formed within the bottom face of the bottom-
most block with a supplemental window in a con-
figuration positioned therein with a space therebe-
tween for the positioning of a picture for being -

viewed through the supplemental window.
* % % %k *
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