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[57] ABSTRACT

This invention provides a process for producing a resist
composition in which the content of relatively large
undissolved particles is low just after production of the
composition and the content of relatively large undis-
solved particles increases only to a small extent even if
the composition is stored for a long period of time.
Thus, this invention provides a process for producing a
resist composition which comprises filtering a mixture
of an alkali-soluble resin, a radiation-sensitive com-
pound and a solvent by the use of a filter of which pore
diameter is 0.1 um or below and of which particle-
removing performance 1s 99% or above. Further, this
invention provides also a resist composition comprising
an alkali-soluble resin, a radiation-sensitive compound
and an organic solvent not simultaneously having both
acetoxy group and alkoxy group in its molecule, said

composition contamning undissolved particles having a

particle diameter of 0.25 um or above in a number of
100 particles/ml or below, said undissolved particles
being constituted of two particle groups one of which
(the first group) has a particle diameter of 0.25-0.3 yum
and the other of which (the second group) has a particle
diameter larger than 0.3 um, and the content of said first
particle group having a particle diameter of 0.25-0.3
um being 50 particles/ml or below. According to the
process of this invention, a resist composition excellent
in storage stability, etc. can be obtained. By using said
resist composition, the product yield in the production
of integrated circuit can be improved.

4 Claims, No Drawings
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PROCESS FOR PRODUCING RESIST
COMPOSITION

This application is a continuation of application Ser. 5
No. 07/996,155 filed on Dec. 23, 1992, now abandoned.

" BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a resist composition and a 10
process for producing a resist composition comprising
an alkali-soluble resin, a radiation-sensitive compound
and a solvent, said composition being sensitive to radia-
tions such as ultraviolet ray, far ultraviolet ray, X ray,
electron beam, molecular beam, <y ray, synchrotron
radiation, proton beam and the like. More particularly,
this invention relates to a process for producing a resist
composition suitable for use in the preparation of inte-
grated circuits, as well as to said resist composition.

2. Description of the Related Art

With the appearance of highly integrated LSI, the
design geometrics for integrated circuits has become
finer from about 1 um to about 0.5 um. The resist com-
positions used in such fine processing are requested to
have not only excellent fundamental performances such
as resolution, sensitivity, profile, coating characteristics,
depth of focus, etc. but also a low number of relatively
large undissolved particles present in the composition in
the stage just after production and a good storage stabil-
ity, which means that the number of such relatively
large undissolved particles does not increase markedly
even if the composition 1s stored for a long period of
time. Thus, if a resist composition containing a large
number of such relatively large, undissolved, visually
unobservable particles in a large number is used, a sub-
strate etched with a resist pattern given from such a
resist composition often forms pin-holes in the area
covered by the resist pattern and thereby the produc-
tion yield of integrated circuit 1s decreased.

As the solvent for resist compositions, cellosolve type
solvents such as ethylcellosolve acetate, etc. relatively
superior in the dissolving power on radiation-sensitive
compounds have generally been employed. When a
cellosolve type solvent is used, however, the number of
the relatively large undissolved particles in the resist 45
composition gradually increases until it reaches an ab-
normally high level after a long-term storage, even
though it was on a lower level just after the composition
was produced. Recently, such cellosolve type solvents
are being replaced by ethyl lactate or ethyl pyruvate. If 50
these solvents are used, however, the number of rela-
tively large undissolved particles in a resist composition
just after production is greater than that given by the
use of cellosolve type solvents, and the number of un-
~ dissolved particles after a long-term storage 1s further 55
greater than that just after production. As has been
mentioned above until now, it has been 1impossible to
produce a resist composition having low levels of rela-
tively large undissolved particles just after production
and excellent i1n storage stability.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to this invention, there are provided a
process for producing a resist composition having a low
level of undissolved particles, both just after production
of the composition and after long-term storage of the
composition, and a resist composition giving a high
product yield in the production of integrated circuits.
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This invention relates to a process for producing a
resist composition which comprises filtering a mixture
comprising an alkali-soluble resin, a radiation-sensitive
compound and an organic solvent by the use of a filter
of which pore diameter is 0.1 pm or below and of which
particle-removing performance is 99% or above. Fur-
ther, this invention relates also to a resist composition
comprising an alkali-soluble resin, a radiation-sensitive
compound and an organic solvent not simultaneously
having both acetoxy group and alkoxy group in its
molecule, said composition containing undissolved par-
ticles having a particle diameter of 0.25 um or above in
a number of 100 particles or below per mlliliter, said
undissolved particles being constituted of two particle
groups one of which has a particle diameter of 0.25-0.3
pm and the other of which has a particle diameter
greater than 0.3 um, and the content of the first particle
group having a particle diameter of 0.25-0.3 um being
50 particles or below per muilliliter.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

As examples of the alkali-soluble resin, polyhydroxy-
styrene and its derivatives, styrene-maleic anhydride
copolymer, polyvinyl hydroxybenzoate, carboxyl
group-containing methacrylic resin, novolac resin and
the like can be referred to.

As examples of the novolac resin, the resins prepared
by a condensation reaction between an aldehyde and
one member or a combination of two or more members
selected from phenol compounds such as phenol, o-
cresol, m-cresol, p-cresol, 2,5-xylenol, 3,5-xylenol, 3,4-
xylenol, 2,3,5-trimethylphenol, 4-t-butylphenol, 2-t-
butylphenol, 3-t-butylphenol, 3-ethylphenol, 2-ethyl-
phenol, 4-ethylphenol, 3-methyl-6-t-butylphenol, 4-
methyl-2-t-butylphenol, 2-naphthol, 1,3-dihydrox-
ynaphthalene, 1,7-dihydroxynaphthalene, 1,5-dihydrox-
ynaphthalene and the like can be referred to.

As the aldehyde, formaldehyde, paraformaldehyde,
acetaldehyde, propylaldehyde, benzaldehyde, pheny-
laldehyde, a-phenylpropylaldehyde, B-phenyl-
propylaldehyde, o-hydroxybenzaldehyde, p-hydrox-
ybenzaldehyde, m-hydroxybenzaldehyde, glutaralde-
hyde, glyoxal, o-methylbenzaldehyde, p-methylben-
zaldehyde and the like can be referred to. These alde-
hydes can be used either singly or in the form of a mix-
ture of two or more members.

As examples of the radiation-sensitive compound,
1,2-benzoquinonediazido-4-sulfonic esters, 1,2-naph-
thoquinonediazido-4-sulfonic esters, 1,2-naph-
thoquinonediazido-5-sulfonic esters and the like can be
referred to. These esters can be produced according to
the well known methods. For example, they can be
produced by a condensation reaction between 1,2-naph-
thoquinonediazido-sulfonic acid or ben-
zoquinonediazido-sulfonic acid and a hydroxyl group-
containing compound in the presence of a weak alkali.
The hydroxyl group-containing compound herein re-
ferred to includes hydroquinone, resorcin, phloroglu-
cin, 2,4-dihydroxybenzophenone; trihydroxybenzophe-
nones such as 2,3,4-trihydroxybenzophenone, 2,2’,3-
trihydroxybenzophenone, 2,2’,4-trihydroxybenzophe-
none, 2,2',5-trihydroxybenzophenone, 2,3,3'-trihydrox-
ybenzophenone, 2,3,4’-trihydroxybenzophenone, 2,3',4-
trihydroxybenzophenone, 2,3',5-trihydroxybenzophe-
none, 2,44'-trihydroyxybenzophenone, 2,4',5-trihy-
droxybenzophenone, 2',3,4-trihydroxybenzophenone,
3,3'4-trithydroxybenzophenone, 3,4,4'-trihydroxyben-
zophenone and the like; tetrahydroxybenzophenones



5,368,987

3
such as 2,3,3',4-tetrahydroxybenzophenone, 2,3,4,4'-tet-
rahydroxybenzophenone,  2,2',4,4'-tetrahydroxyben-
zophenone, 2,2',3,4-tetrahydroxybenzophenone,
2,2°,3,4'-tetrahydroxybenzophenone, 2,2',5,5'-tetrahy-
droxybenzophenone, 2,3'.4',5-tetrahydroxybenzophe-
none, 2,3’,5,5-tetrahydroxybenzophenone and the like;
pentahydroxybenzophenones such as 2,2°,3,4,4'-pen-
tahydroxybenzophenone, 2,2',3,4,5-pentahydroxyben-
zophenone, 2,2',3,3' 4-pentahydroxybenzophenone,
2,3,3' 4,5 -pentahydroxybenzophenone and the like;
hexahydroxybenzophenones such as 2,3,3',4,4',5'-hex-
ahydroxybenzophenone, 2,2,3,3',4,5'-hexahydroxyben-
zophenone and the like; and alkyl gallates, the oxy-
flavans mentioned in Japanese Patent Application
KOKAI No. 2-84650 (corresponding to U.S. Pat. No.
3,059,507) as general formula (I), the phenol compounds
mentioned in Japanese Patent Application KOKAI No.
2-269351 (corresponding to European Patent Publica-
tion No. 341 608A) as general formula (I), and the phe-
nol compounds represented by the following general
formula (II):

D)

wherein Y1, Yo, Z1, Zj, Z3, Z4, Zs5, Z¢ and Z7 indepen-
dently of one another each represent a hydrogen atom,
a hydroxyl group or an alkyl group, provided that at
least one of Y1 and Y3 is a hydroxyl group and at least
two of Zy, Zy, Z3, Z4, Z5, Z¢ and Z7 are hydroxyl
groups, and Ry, Ro, R3, R4, R5 and R¢ each represent a
hydrogen atom, an alkyl group having 1-10 carbon
atoms, an alkenyl group having 2-4 carbon atoms, a
cycloalkyl group or an aryl group.

As preferable members of said hydroxy group-con-
taining compound, the oxyflavans mentioned in Japa-
nese Patent Application KOKAI No. 2-84650 as general
formula (I) and the phenol compounds represented by
the above-mentioned general formula (II) can be re-
ferred to.

The above-mentioned radiation-sensitive compounds
are used either singly or in the form of a mixture of two
Or more members.

The ratio between the alkali-soluble resin and the
radiation-sensitive compound is usually 5-100 parts by
weight, preferably 10-50 parts by weight of radiation-
sensitive compound per 100 parts by weight alkali-solu-
ble resin, because patterning is easy to practice and
sensitivity is good at such a ratio.

As examples of the organic solvent not simulta-
neously having both acetoxy groups and alkoxy groups
in its molecules and having a boiling point of 140° C. to
180° C., acetic esters such as butyl acetate, amyl acetate
and the like, straight chain, branched chain or cyclic
ketones having 10 or fewer carbon atoms such as 2-hep-
tanone, cyclohexanone and the like, Cij-C4 alkyl
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monooxy-carboxylates such as methyl lactate, ethyl
lactate and the like, C1-C4 alkyl monoalkoxy-carboxy-
lates such as methyl 2-methoxypropionate, ethyl 2-
methoxy-propionate and the like, and C1-Cj alkyl pyru-
vates such as ethyl pyruvate and the like can be referred
to.

The quantity of the solvent is not critical, so far as a
coating film uniform 1n quality and having no pin-holes
nor unevenness can be formed on a wafer. Usually,
however, the quantity is regulated so that the concen-
tration of solid ingredients including radiation-sensitive
compound and alkali-soluble resin in the composition
comes to 3-50% by weight based on the composition.

If desired, small quantities of resin, dye and the like
can be mcorporated into the resist composition.

The resist composition of this invention can be pro-
duced according to various methods. For example, it
can be produced by filtering a mixture comprising a
radiation-sensitive compound, an alkali-soluble resin
and the like and a solvent by the use of a filter having a
pore diameter of about 0.1 um. The filtration 1s carried
out at ordinary temperature (usually 20°-25° C.).

As examples of the elementary material used for con-
stituting the filter membrane, fluoro resins such as poly-
tetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) and the like, polyolefin
resins such as polypropylene, polyethylene and the like,
and polyamide resins such as nylon 6, nylon 66 and the
like can be referred to. The filter preferably has a pore
diameter of 0.1 pm or less and a particle-removing per-
formance of 99% or above. As used herein, the term
“particle-removing performance” means an ability to
remove a polystyrene uniform latex particle having a
particle diameter of 0.1 um. The ability to remove a
latex particle 1s represented by, for example, the re-
moval rate which a filter exhibits when fed with a latex
such as Dowuniform (manufactured by Dow Chemical
Co.) or the like dispersed in ultrapure water. A removal
rate can be determined by measuring the number of
particles by means of a particle counter or the like be-
fore and after feeding a particulate material to a filter.

As a more desirable process for producing a resist
composition, a process which comprises using an or-
ganic solvent composed mainly of one or more mem-
bers selected from straight chain ketones having 10 or
fewer carbon atoms such as 2-heptanone and the like,
C1-C4 alkyl monooxy-carboxylates such as methyl lac-
tate, ethyl lactate and the like, C;—C4alkyl monoalkoxy-
carboxylates such as methyl 2-methoxypropionate,
ethyl 2-methoxypropionate and the like and C1-Cgalkyl
pyruvates such as ethyl pyruvate and the like and using
a filter of which pore diameter is 0.1 wm or below and
of which particle-removing performance is 99% or
above can be referred to.

According to the process of this invention, there can
be obtained a resist composition in which the number of
relatively large undissolved particles is at a low small
level just after production of the composition and the
number of relatively large undissolved particles in-
creases only to a small extent, even if the composition is
stored for a long period of time. Further, if the resist
composition of this invention is used, pin-holes are
scarcely formed in the resist pattern-covered area of
substrate, owing to which the product yield in the pro-
duction of mtegrated circuits can be improved.
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PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE
- INVENTION

Next, this invention will be explained more con-
cretely with reference to the following examples. This
invention is by no means limited by the examples.

EXAMPLE 1

Into a vessel were charged 4.0 kg of a m/p-cresol
novolac resin prepared at molar ratios of m/p=>50/50

and cresol/formaldehyde=1/0.75 and having a weight

average molecular weight of 8,000 and 0.86 kg of a
1,2-naphthoquinonediazido-sulfonate of a phenol com-
pound represented by the following formula:

OH
CH |
HO 0 3
@ OH
H;C CHj

(ratio of reactants 1:2.7 by mole) together with 12.5 kg
of 2-heptanone and 0.66 kg of y-butyrolactone in the
dark. After dissolving the raw materials by stirring
them, the resulting solution was filtered by the use of a
10 inch cartridge filter (CLEARSEP ™ manufactured
by Mitsubishi Chemical Industries, Ltd.) having a pore
diameter of 0.09 um and a particle-removing perfor-
mance (measured on polystyrene uniform latex particles
having a particle diameter of 0.091 um) of 99% or
above [the cartridge filter is mentioned in “Ultraclean
Technology” Vol. 3, 2, 83(203)-89(209), (1991)] and
thereafter filled into a clean gallon bottle to prepare a
positive type resist composition.

The number of fine particles in the composition just
after its production was measured by means of Auto-
matic Fine Particle Measurement Device (Model KL -
20) manufactured by Lion Co., Ltd. The results were as
follows:

the number of particles larger than 0.25 pm: 23/mi,

the number of particles of 0.25-0.3 pm: 8/ml.

Then, the composition was left standing in a clean
room at 22°-24° C. for 45 days and thereafter the num-
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ber of fine particles was measured to obtain the follow-
ing good results:
the number of particles larger than 0.25 um: 45/ml,
the number of particles of 0.25-0.3 pm: 25/ml.
When an integrated circuit was prepared from the
resist composition, the yield of the production was
good.

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLEI

A positive type resist composition was prepared in
the same manner as in Example 1, except that the filter
used in Example 1 was replaced with a filter (EM-
FLON manufactured by Japan Pall Co., Ltd.) having a
pore diameter of 0.1 um and a particle-removing perfor-
mance (measured on a polystyrene uniform latex having
a particle diameter of 0,109 um) of 20%. Then, the
number of fine particles in the composition just after its
production was measured. The results were as follows:

the number of particles larger than 0.25 pm: 169/ml,

the number of particles of 0.25-0.3 pm: 123/ml.

When the composition was stored in a clean room at
22°14 24° C. for 45 days, the number of fine particles
further increased.

What is claimed is:

1. A process for producing a resist composition
which comprises filtering a mixture comprising an al-
kali-soluble resin, a radiation-sensitive compound and
an organic solvent by the use of a filter having a pore
diameter of 0.1 um or below and a particle-removing
performance of 99% or above.

2. A process according to claim 1, wherein the or-
ganic solvent is a solvent not simultaneously having
both acetoxy group and alkoxy group in its molecule.

3. A process according to claim 2, wherein the sol-
vent not simultaneously having both acetoxy group and
alkoxy group in its molecule comprises a solvent having
a boiling point of 140°-180° C. as a main component.

4. A process according to claim 3, wherein the sol-
vent having a boiling point of 140°-180° C. is at least
one member selected from the group consisting of
straight chain ketones having 10 or less carbon atoms,
C1-C4 alkyl monooxy-carboxylates, C1—C4 alkyl mo-
noalkoxy-carboxylates and C1-C4 alkyl pyruvates.

* X *x * %
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