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[57] ABSTRACT

Device for receiving integrated circuit cards. The de-
vices used until now in practice do not sufficiently pro-
tect the individual cards in all operating modes. The
present device is intended to allow the cards to be
locked. For this purpose, a locking mechanism (16) 1s
provided, having at least one bar (9) which is designed
as a lever (20, 21, 22) and can be moved out of a locking
position into an unlocking position and vice versa and
which is preferably held in its locking position with the
aid of a holding device (23). The holding device (23)
may, for example, be a torsion spring (36). In the case of
another embodiment, the locking mechanism (16) may
additionally have a closable blocking device (44) which
acts on one of the abovementioned levers and can be
moved out of a blocking position, preventing a move-
ment of the relevant lever (21, 22), into a release posi-
tion, releasing a movement of the lever (21, 22), and
vice versa. The device is suitable in particular for pro-
tecting a plurality of cards to differing degrees and for
using these for different purposes in cash registers.

8 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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DEVICE FOR RECEIVING AND LOCKING
INTEGRATED CARDS IN A SUPPORT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a device for receiving inte-
grated circuit cards.

There are already known quite generally devices
which the card i1s inserted into the slot-shaped guide
until it comes up against a mechanical resistance. When
the card is pushed in further, the resistance is overcome
and the card is pushed with a predetermined force fur-
ther into the slot-shaped guide, an electrical and/or
mechanical contact being established between the card
and the signal transmitting elements of the holder. In
such a device, the card is held only unreliably in its
operating position. In addition, such a device has no
protection against removal.

German Utility Model G 89 02 736.1 already shows a
device in which the cards inserted into their insert re-
ceptacles can be drawn completely into the insert area
by means of a movable insert holder shared by all the
cards and, in addition, can be covered by means of a lid
mechanically coupled to the insert holder. This device
is very complex in design and construction and does not
allow, for example access to individual cards without
consequently also relinquishing the protection of all the
other cards at the same time. -

U.S. Pat. No. 4,220,991 discloses a device wherein
bars protect the cards against dropping out or else
against unauthorized removal of the cards, since the
assigned bars have to be actively released in each case
for removal of the cards. However, the bars cannot
protect the cards against deliberate removal. In many
cases, for example in the case of cash register systems, it
is however required that certain cards can in each case
be removed only by certain, authorized persons.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is the object of the present invention to provide a
device for receiving integrated circuited cards which,
with a simple design ensures additional protection of the
cards against unauthorized removal.

This object is achieved according to the invention by
a device for receiving circuit carriers in card form, in
particular chip cards with integrated circuits, having a
number of insert receptacles corresponding to the num-
ber of cards to be received. A card can be 1nserted nto
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register which is of relevance to the financial authori-
ties.

According to the invention, the locking mechanism is
assigned a closable blocking device which acts on at
least one bar and can be moved out of a locking posi-
tion, preventing a movement of the bar, into a release
position, releasing a movement of the bar, and vice
versa. As a result, the individual cards can be protected
to different extents, so that certain cards can be re-
moved from the device only by selected persons. De-
pending on its position, the blocking device prevents or
allows an actuation of the lever, it being quite possible
that certain cards can be inserted into the sliding guide
of the frame or removed from it any time, i.e. irrespec-
tive of the position of the blocking device, while others
can be inserted or removed only in dependence on the
position of the blocking device.

In the case of a first embodiment, the blocking device
1s a sliding bar which is provided with a lock and which,
in the locking position of the respective bar, can be
moved into and out of the pivoting range of the latter.
In the case of this embodiment, each individual lever
may be acted upon by a sliding bar, so that certain cards
can be inserted or removed only by those persons who
have a key corresponding to the lock.

In the case of another embodiment, the blocking
device has a single sliding bar with a cam profile having
cams which are assigned in each case to individual bars
and which, in the locking position of the bar, can be
moved into and out of the pivoting range of the latter,
it being possible for the cam profile to be displaceable
by means of an actuating device. The actuating device
preferably has a pivoting arm, which 1s provided with a
lock, and a pin, which is connected to the shding bar
and on which the pivoting arm acts. The use of a lock

~ bar with cam profile has the advantage that said bar,
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a respective receptacle in the direction of the plane of 59

the card. Means for protecting the cards in their in-
serted operating position, have in each instance a bar
which 1s assigned to a card and can be pivoted between
an unlocking position, pivoted out of the plane of the

card, and a locking position, pivoted into the plane of 55

the card and engaging behind a locking edge of an
inserted card. The means for protecting the cards are
assigned a lockable blocking device which acts on at
least one bar and which can be moved out of a blocking
position, preventing a movement of the bar out of the
locking setting, into a release position, releasing a move-
ment of the bar, and vice versa.

Such a device is used, for example, in cash registers.
The lockable cards may in this case by a company card
for a cashier to log on at the cash register and for
switching on the operational functions of the cash regis-
ter, a manager’s card or a so-called memory-fiscal card
for storing and relocating information stored in the cash

65

acting on a plurality of levers, can be actuated with just
one actuating device and consequently with just one
key. The pivoting arm preferably has a guide slot or an
elongate clearance for receiving the pin, so that a pivot-
ing movement of the pivoting arm can be simply con-
verted into a displacing movement of the sliding bar.
The radial displacement of the pin thereby occurring
with respect to the pivoting axis of the pivoting arm can
be accommeodated particularly easily by the guide slot,
the elongate clearance or a long hole.

The cam profile may be designed to act stmulta-
neously on a plurality of levers, it being possible for the
cams or clearances of the cam profile to be designed in
such a way that a pivoting movement of individual or
all levers or some of the levers is allowed or prevented.
The cam profile may also be designed in such a way that
no lever can pivot out of its locking position into its
unlocking position or that one or more levers are held in
their unlocking position and cannot pivot back into
their locking position.

Adjoining the respective cam, the cam profile advan-
tageously forms a clearance, the width of which corre-
sponds at least to the width of the bar and the depth of
which corresponds at least to the locking ‘displacement
of the bar. As a result, a pivoting movement of the bar
in lever form about its pivoting axis is either permitted
or prevented, it being possible for the clearances also to
be of such a width that individual bars cannot be acted
upon by the cam profile, so that they can be actuated
without impairment by the blocking device.

In the case of another further development, at least
one frame is assigned a further bar, which is designed
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essentially similarly to the one bar and is arranged oppo-
site the latter on the frame. In this case, as further pro-
tection, there may be provided an angle which is lead-
sealed to the further bar and is firmly connected to the
frame. This embodiment represents an additional pro-

tection of the device and may be provided in conjunc-

tion with the blocking device, previously discussed, or
else independently of the latter or in its place. The lead
seal between the angle and the further lever may be
applied by a supervisory authority, such as for example
by the tax office. The card protected by such a device
can therefore only be removed from the sliding guide of
the frame by destroying the lead seal. Such a card may
contain or be a so-called “memory-fiscal card”, which
stores and/or processes data of relevance to the tax
office.

Furthermore, it is favorable that at least one lever
and/or the blocking device is assigned a switch which
senses the locking or unlocking position of the lever or

.
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of the blocking device and indicates this preferably to a 20

data processing system. In this way, for example a ca-
shier can log on at a certain cash register. In addition, in
this way proper storage of all data and of the date and

time of removal or insertion of the card is possible. The

information of a multiplicity of cards can in this way be
centrally acquired, displayed and evaluated.

The device is preferably installed in a cash register,
the cards being protected to differing degrees by means
of the locking mechanism, the blocking device or the
lead-sealable mechanical connection. This further de-
velopment has the advantage that each card can be
removed only by the person authorized to do so. The
card protected just by means of the locking mechanism
1s advantageously a company card for logging on a
- cashier at the cash register and for switching on the
operating functions of the cash register. In the case of
another further development, the card protected by
means of the locking mechanism and the blocking de-
vice 1S a manager’s card, and the card protected by
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means of the lead-sealable mechanical connection is a 40

memory-fiscal card, which both serve for relocating

information stored in the cash register. Consequently, it
1s not possible, for example, for a cashier to remove the
manager’s card or the memory-fiscal card from the
device and call up the information stored on it without
destroying the device. In the case of a preferred further
development, the memory-fiscal card is additionally
protected by means of the blocking device, so that
when this card is exchanged not only must a person
from the supervisory authority be present but also the
manager of the store.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The features of the present invention which are be-
lieved to be novel, are set forth with particularity in the
appended claims. The invention, together with further
objects and advantages, may best be understood by
reference to the following description taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawing, and in which:

The single FIGURE depicts a diagrammatic perspec-
tive representation of a device for receiving differently
protected cards.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In the single FIGURE, a device 1 for receiving cir-
cuit carriers in card form, in particular cards 2, 3 and 4
such as “integrated circuit cards with contacts” in ac-
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4
cordance with ISO Standard 7816 or else cards with
contactless signal coupling, which are protected to
differing degrees, are diagrammatically represented.
The cards may be designed as so-called memory cards.
The device 1 has a holder 5 with three sliding guides or
frames 6, 7, and 8, which according to the FIGURE
have in each case a left-hand side wall 11, provided with
a clearance 10, and are designed in the form of a slot.
The right-hand side wall 12, not shown in any more
detail in the FIGURE, may be designed similarly to the
left-hand side wall 11 or have a continuous side surface.
In the continuous side surface there may be provided
close to its rear edge, in the inserting direction, an arcu-
ate clearance (not shown) for better grasping of a card.

According to the FIGURE, the frames 6, 7 and 8 of
the holder 5 are connected to one another by means of
a threaded bolt (not shown), which is led through a bore
14 which is provided on the front, upper end, in the
inserting direction, of each frame. Fitted onto the
threaded bolt in each case between two frames is a
spacer 13, which keeps the frames parallel to one an-
other and at a distance. A further threaded bolt may
also be provided on the front, lower end, in the inserting
direction, of each frame (not shown in any more detail)
and inserted into a corresponding bore 15. For an im-
proved side stability in the front region, the frames of
the holder may also be connected to one another at their
rear end in the inserting direction (not shown), it being
possible for such holders or spacers to be fitted both on
the upper and lower end, in the drawing, of each frame,
but also exclusively at the top or bottom. Thus, with the
aid of the threaded bolts and spacers 13, any number of
frames can be connected next to one another and paral-
lel to one another to form a compact holder 5. The
screw fittings may also be provided, however, in a re-
gion between the front and rear end, in the inserting
direction, of the respective frame.

According to the FIGURE, the cards 2, 3 and 4 are
located 1n the frames 6, 7, and 8, the device 1 also hav-
ing a locking mechanism 16 which is designed as a
holding device and with the aid of which the cards are
held 1n the slot-shaped sliding guide for the purpose of
fixing their pushed-in operating position and are pro-
tected against removal. According to the FIGURE, the
locking mechanism 16 has three bars 20, 21, 22, which
are denoted altogether by 9, can in each case be moved
out of a locking position, blocking the card in its operat-
ing position, into an unlocking position and vice versa
and are held with the aid of a holding device 23 in their
locking position (see FIGURE). The holding device 23
may also be omitted if the respective bar for example
consists of a flexible material and is firmly connected to
its sliding guide or 1s formed in one piece with the latter
or is held in its locking position due to the force of
gravity. In the case of this embodiment, the bar is pref-
erably fastened on the upper side of the holder.

Each bar of the locking mechanism 16 is a lever 20,
21, 22 which extends parallel to the inserting direction
of the card 2, 3, 4 and can pivot about a pivoting axis 24
through the plane defined by the plane of the card.
Each lever 20, 21, 22 is mounted underneath the frame
6, 7, 8 1n such a way on the holder 5 that it is arranged
in a clearance 25 of the frame, the lower edge 26 of each
frame aligning with the lower edge 27 of the respective
lever. Each lever 20, 21, 22 has a catch 31, which is
arranged close to its free end 30 and which engages
behind the rear edge 32, 33, 34, in the inserting direc-
tion, of each card 2, 3, 4 in its operating position. In this
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case, according to the FIGURE, the catch encloses the
lower corner of each card, so that the latter is protected
in its operating position. Each catch 31 tapers toward
the free end 30 of the lever 20, 21, 22 and has a knurling
on its side pointing toward the free end of each lever.

Each lever 20, 21, 22 of the locking mechanism 16 is
prestressed into its locking position, shown 1 the FIG-
URE, with the aid of the holding device 23. The hold-
ing device 23 is a spring 36, the one end of which 37 acts
on the lever 20 and the other end 38 of which can be
fastened, for example, on the frame 6 of the holder §, is
thus supported on the holder 5. In the FIGURE, the
holding device 23, designed as spring 36, 1s shown just
in the case of the left-hand outer lever 20; however, the
two other levers 21, 22 have an identical holding de-
vice. According to the FIGURE, the spring 36 1s de-
signed as a torsion spring; it may, however, also be a
tension spring or compression spring. The torsion
spring is arranged in the region of the pivoting axis 24 of
each lever, there being fitted on the lever 20, 21, 22 an
on the holder 5 or the relevant sliding guide a lug 40, 41,
respectively supporting one end 37, 38 of the torsion
spring. The lug fastened on each lever may also be a
plate connected in one piece with said lever (see FIG-
URE). The spring ends may also be simply inserted in
bores provided on the lever and on the holder.

According to the FIGURE, the lever 20 is assigned a
switch 42, which senses the locking or unlocking posi-
tion of the lever and indicates this to a data processing
system (not shown). The signal emitted by the switch
may also be transmitted, for example, to the register
electronics of a cash register. Such a switch may also be
assigned, however, to the other levers 21, 22. The
switch 42 has on its upper side a pivotable clip 43,
which bears against the underside 27 of the lever 20.
The clip 43 is prestressed in the direction of the lever 20
with the aid of a torsion spring (not shown). The torsion
spring of the clip 43 may also be designed to be strong
enough to keep the lever n 1ts operating position, repre-
sented in the FIGURE. In this case too, the holding
device 23 designed as spring 36 may be omitted. Instead
of the switch 42, some other signaling device may also
be provided for the position of the lever, for example a
light barrier.

The switch may be a microswitch which indicates,
for example, to the register electronics of a cash register
the presence and/or imminent removal of a card. Such
a card may, for example, be a company identity card of
a user, for example of a cashier.

In addition to the bars designed as engageable levers
20, 21, 22, the locking mechanism 16 is also assigned a
closable blocking device 44, which according to the
FIGURE acts on two levers (21, 22) and has a sliding
bar 47 which can be moved out of a blocking position
(see FIGURE), preventing a movement of the relevant
lever, into a release position, releasing a movement of
the lever, and vice versa. On the blocking device there
may be fitted a switch similar to the switch 42, which
indicates its locking or unlocking state. The switches
fitted on the bars 20, 21, 22 can then be omitted.

In addition, in a first embodiment (not shown), there
may be provided a pivoting arm which is provided with
a lock and which, in the locking position of the respec-
tive bar, can be moved into and out of its pivoting
range. Such a pivoting arm may be assigned to each
individual bar in lever form. The pivoting arm may in
this case have a form resembling the pivoting arm 46,
provided with a lock 45, in the FIGURE. In the case of
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this first embodiment, the lock is arranged approxi-
mately in the region between the free ends of the lever
in such a way that the upper edge of the lock is arranged
close to the plane running through the lower edge of the
lever. In the blocking position, the pivoting arm is piv-
oted in such a way into the pivoting range of the lever
held in 1ts locking position that the pivoting arm is then
arranged approximately horizontally.

In the case of a second embodiment, shown in the
FIGURE, the blocking device 44 comprises the sliding
bar 47 with a cam profile having cams 49 which are
assigned in each case to individual bars 21, 22 and
which, in the locking position of the respective bar, can
be moved into and, for unlocking, out of its pivoting
range. The movement of the cam profile 47 takes place
by means of an actuating device 48, which is designed as
a displaceable cam pusher, has the pivoting arm 46,
provided with the lock 45, and a pin 51, connected to
the cam profile 47, and on which the pivoting arm 46
acts. The pivoting arm 46 has at its free end, i.e. oppo-
site from the lock 435, an elongate clearance 50. The
elongate clearance may also be designed as a long hole
or guide slot. The pin 51, connected to the cam profile
47, engages in the elongate clearance 50 of the pivoting
arm 46. By a pivoting movement of the pivoting arm in
the direction of the arrow A, a displacing movement of
the pin $51, and consequently of the cam profile 47, in the
direction of the arrow B takes place. The displacing
movement of the cam profile 47 may be limited by long
holes 52, which are made in the sliding bar and into
which guide lugs (not shown) engage.

According to the FIGURE, the sliding bar 47 1s ar-
ranged and designed so as to act simultaneously on the
levers 21, 22, in which arrangement, adjoining the re-
spective cam 49, the cam profile forms a clearance 33,
54, the respective width of which corresponds to at
least the width of the free end of each bar (lever) and
the depth of which corresponds to at least the engaging
length of lever and card or to the locking displacement
of the relevant bar, to be more precise to the engaging
length between the catch 31 and the respective card.
According to the embodiment represented, the cam
profile does not act on the left-hand lever 20, so that the
latter can be actuated, i.e. pivoted into its unlocking
position, irrespective of the position of the cam profile.
The cam profile 47 may, however, also be designed so
as to act on all the levers, so that in this case three cams
49 and clearances have to be provided.

According to the two previously described embodi-
ments, the blocking device 44 is pivotable (first embodi-
ment) or displaceable (second embodiment) trans-
versely to the inserting direction of the cards, the pivot-
ing axis of the pivoting arm 46 in the case of the second
embodiment lying below that of the first embodiment
and below the cam profile 47. As a result, in the case of
a displacing movement of the cam profile 47 in the
direction of the arrow B, the pivoting arm 46 moves out
of a position inclined to the left, according to the FIG-
URE, shown by solid lines, via its upper dead center
position into a position inclined to the right, shown by
broken lines.

According to the FIGURE, the right-hand card 4 is
assigned a further bar 55, which essentially i1s con-
structed similarly to the bars designed as levers 20, 21,
22 and is arranged opposite the lever 22 on the holder J.
As a difference from the bars 20, 21, 22, the bar 55 has
in its central region an approximately rectangular pro-
jection 56 which is connected in one piece with it, 1s
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provided with a through-bore (not shown) and is a
small distance opposite a short leg 57 of an L-shaped

angle 60, the short leg 57 of the angle 60 likewise having

a through-bore 62, which aligns with the through-bore
of the projection 56. Into these bores there can be in-
serted a locking bolt (not shown), which can be pro-
tected against unauthorized removal by a lead seal. The
long leg 61 of the angle 60 is undetachably connected to
the holder S.

‘The individual frames of the holder may be designed
symmetrically with respect to their longitudinal axis
running in the inserting direction, so that each frame
may also have on its upper end a clearance comparable
to the clearance 25. Accordingly, lugs or pins for hold-
ing one end of a spring may also be provided on this
end. In conjunction with the spacers 13, consequently a

10

15

structural assembly for a device for receiving memory

cards 1s obtained. It is furthermore possible to provide-

the levers 20, 21, 22 not on the underside, as shown in
the FIGURE, but on the upper side of the holder (in

this position, the holding device can be omitted) and to -

provide the lead-sealed connection between the lever 55
and the angle 60 for example on the underside of the
holder 5. It is also conceivable to arrange the levers 20,
21, 22 and the abovementioned lead-sealed connection
on the same side of the holder 5 or to assign the lead-
sealed connection additionally to at least one of the
levers 20, 21, 22. On the underside and/or upper side of
each frame 6, 7, 8 there may be arranged between the
pivoting axis 24 and its end pointing toward the lever a
vertically extending projection which can engage in a
correspondingly shaped clearance of the lever and
guides the vertical pivoting movement of each lever in

such a way that horizontal displacements in the direc-

tion of the arrow B or in the reverse direction are ruled
out. For the sake of simplicity, contact points and signal
transmitting elements of the cards and of the assigned
frames are omitted in the drawing. The lead-sealed bar
55 may be provided on a card which is additionally
protected by one of the levers 20, 21, 22, the possibility
existing of protecting one of these last-mentioned levers
additionally by the blocking device 44. The further bar
35 with the lead seal 62 may, however, also be provided
on a memory card which is locked just with the aid of
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a lever which is not additionally protected by the block- 45

ing device 44, such as for example the lever 20. Just like
the bars or levers, the blocking device may also be
arranged on the upper side of the holder. The individual
levers 20, 21, 22 may be fastened on the holder 5 in the
region of their pivoting axis 24, for example by a bolt
secured in the conventional way.

The operation of the device for receiving memory
cards is described in more detail below.

First of all, the sliding bar 47 with the cam profile is
adjusted by means of a key 63 and the lock bar 46 in the
direction of the arrow B until the lever 22 can also be
adjusted out of its locking position, shown in the draw-
ing, into its unlocking position. At this time, the further
bar 55 1s not yet lead-sealed to the angle 60. Subse-
quently, the card 4 is inserted into the frame 8 of the
holder §, the lever 22 and the bar 55 being pivoted into
their respective unlocking position. With the card 4
completely inserted, the lever 22 and the bar 55 snap
back and consequently fix their locking position. Then
the further bar 55 can be lead-sealed by a person autho-
rized to do so.

Then the card 3 is inserted into the sliding guide of
the frame 7 until the lever 21 again snaps back into its
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locking position. By subsequent turning of the key 63 -
counterclockwise, 1.e. counter to the arrow A, the cam
profile and the pivoting arm 46, represented by broken
Iines, are displaced in the direction of the arrow C, i.e.
to the left, until the clearances 53, 54 neighboring the
cams 49 are arranged between the individual levers.
The respective cams 49 are then arranged directly
below the lower edge of the levers 21 and 22, so that a
pivoting movement of these levers into their unlocking
position is not possible. The key 63 can then be with-
drawn and handed to a supervisor.

The memory card 2 can be inserted at any time into
the sliding guide of the frame 6 and withdrawn from it
by a downwardly directed pressure on the free end of
the lever 20 to overcome the force of the holding device
23. This 1llustrative embodiment consequently shows
cards which are protected to varying degrees. Such an
arrangement 1s preferably used in cash registers, the
card not protected against removal by the blocking
device 44 representing, for example, the company iden-
tity card of the cashier. By means of this card, the ca-
shier logs on at the register and activates the operating
functions of the register by means of the integrated
circuits arranged on the card. During the course of the
cashiering work, the amounts rung up by the cashier
concerned are then stored on the card. The second
sliding guide 7 may serve for receiving, for example, the
manager’s card. Recorded on it is information such as,
for example, the sequence of the cashiers, daily takings
etc. This card can be removed only when the blocking
device can be displaced into its release position with the
aid of a special key. The key is thus issued only to the
manager.

The third slot-shaped guide 8 serves for receiving, for
example, a “memory-fiscal card”, which can be re-
moved only after opening of the lead seal 62 and, if the
latter also acts on the locking device for the memory-
fiscal card, additionally by a displacing of the blocking
device. The lead sealing can be performed by authori-
ties authorized to do so, such as for example the tax
office. It 1s clear that different information can be stored
on the individual cards or different information or sig-
nals can be emitted from the individual cards to a sys-
tem processing these signals.

If one of the cards 2, 3, 4 is to be removed from the
holder 5, the associated bar 20, 21, 22, 55 must be
brought out of engagement with the card—if appropri-
ate after opening the blocking device 44. In this case,
the switch assigned to the bar is actuated. This has the
effect that any data processing operations in progress in
the register electronics are properly completed and all
the information to be stored and/or the removal time
are stored on the card. Since this normally takes place in
a fraction of a second, the storing operation is com-
pleted before the signal transmitting connection to the
card 1s interrupted by its removal from the holder 5.

With the aid of the locking or blocking, proper stor-
age of all data 1s also possible in various stages of protec-
tion.

~ The invention is not limited to the particular details of
the apparatus depicted and other modifications and
applications are contemplated. Certain other changes
may be made in the above described apparatus without
departing from the true spirit and scope of the invention
herein involved. It is intended, therefore, that the sub-
ject matter in the above depiction shall be interpreted as
illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

What is claimed is:
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1. A device for receiving circuit carriers in card form,
in particular chip cards with integrated circuits, having
a number of insert receptacles corresponding to a num-
ber of cards to be received, a card being inserted mnto a
respective receptacle in a direction of a plane of the
card, comprising: |

a plurality of means for protecting the cards 1n an
inserted operating position thereof, each of the
means for protecting having a bar which 1s as-
signed to a card and which is pivotable between an
unlocking position, pivoted out of the plane of the
card, and a locking position, pivoted into the plane
of the card and which engages behind a locking
edge of an mserted card;

a lockable blocking device which acts on at least one
bar of the bars of the means for protection and
which 1s moveable between a blocking position,
preventing a movement of the bar out of a locking
setting, and a release position, releasing a move-
ment of the bar, the blocking device having a slid-
ing bar which is provided with a lock and which, in
the locking position of a respective bar; can be
moved into the blocking position and out of the
release position over a pivoting range thereof;

a plurality of frames and respectively assigned bars,

the sliding bar having a cam profile having a plurality
of cams which are assigned to respective bars and
which, in the locking position of the respective bar,
can be moved inio and out of a pivoting range
thereof: and

actuating device for displacing the sliding bar, the
actuating device having a pivoting arm, which is
provided with a lock, and a pin, which is connected
to the sliding bar and interacts with the pivoting
arm.

2. The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
pivoting arm has for receiving the pin a guide slot or an
clongate clearance.

3. A device for receiving circuit carriers in card form,
in particular chip cards with integrated circuits, having
a number of insert receptacles corresponding 10 a num-
ber of cards to be received, a card being inserted into a
respective receptacle in a direction of a plane of the
card, comprising:

a plurality of means for protecting the cards in an
inserted operating position thereof, each of the
means for protecting having a bar which is as-
signed to a card and which is pivotable between an
unlocking position, pivoted out of the plane of the
card, and a locking position, pivoted into the plane
of the card and which engages behind a locking
edge of an inserted card;

a lockable blocking device which acts on at least one
bar of the bars of the means for protection and
which is moveable between a blocking position,
preventing a movement of the bar out of a locking
setting, and a release position, releasing a move-
ment of the bar, the biocking device having a slid-
ing bar which is provided with a lock and which, in
the locking position of a respective bar, can be
moved into the blocking position and out of the
release position over a pivoting range thereof;

the sliding bar having a cam profile having a plurality
of cams which are assigned to respective bars and
which, in the locking position of the respective bar,
can be moved into and out of a pivoting range
thereof the cam profile controlling pivoting of the
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respective bars between respective unlocking posi-
tion and locking position; and

the sliding bar being displaceable transversely to the
inserting direction of a respective card.

4. A device for receiving circuit carriers in card form,
in particular chip cards with integrated circuits, having
a number of insert receptacles corresponding to a num-
ber of cards to be received, a card being inserted into a
respective receptacle in a direction of a plane of the
card, comprising:

a plurality of means for protecting the cards in an
inserted operating position thereof, each of the
means for protecting having a bar which is as-
signed to a card and which is pivotable between an
unlocking position, pivoied out of the plane of the
card, and a locking position, pivoted into the plane
of the card and which engages behind a locking
edge of an inserted card;

a lockable blocking device which acts on at least one
bar of the bars of the means for protection and
which is moveable between a blocking position,
preventing a movement of the bar out of a locking
setting, and a release position, releasing a move-
ment of the bar, the blocking device having a slid-
ing bar which is provided with a lock and which, in
the locking position of a respective bar, can be
moved into the blocking position and out of the
release position over a pivoting range thereof;

a plurality of frames and respectively assigned bars, at
least one card being assigned to a further bar,
which is substantially similarly to one of said as-
signed bars and which is arranged opposite the
latter on a frame of the device, at least one of the
bars being fixable in its locking position by a lead-
sealable mechanical connection and said connec-
tion being provided in addition to or instead of the
blocking device; and

the sliding bar having a cam profile having a plurality
of cams which are assigned to respective bars and
which, in the locking position of the respective batr,
can be moved mto and out of a pivoting range
thereof.

5. The device as claimed in claim 4, wherein each
insert receptacle has signal transmitting contacts for
connection of the integrated circuits of the inserted card
to operating function elements of an electronic unit
assigned to the device.

6. The device as claimed in claim 5, wherein the
device 1s assigned to a cash register, and wherein the
insert receptacles receive cards corresponding to a hier-
archical superordination or subordination of predeter-
mined business functions, hierarchically lower cards
being protected by one of the bars, hierarchically
higher cards being additionally protected by the block-
ing device and a hierarchically highest card being pro-
tected by the lead-sealable connection.

7. A device for receiving circuit carriers in card form,
in particular chip cards with integrated circuits, having
a number of insert receptacles corresponding to a num-
ber of cards to be received, a card being inserted into a
respective receptacle in a direction of a plane of the
card, comprising:

a plurality of means for protecting the cards in an
inserted operating position thereof, each of the
means for protecting having a bar which 1s as-
signed to a card and which is pivotable between an
unlocking position, pivoted out of the plane of the
card, and a locking position, pivoted into the plane
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of the card and which engages behind a locking

edge of an mserted card;
a lockable blocking device which acts on at least one
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bar of the bars of the means for protection and

which i1s moveable between a blocking position,
preventing a movement of the bar out of a locking
setting, and a release position, releasing a move-
ment of the bar; and

at least one of the blocking device and the bars being

assigned a switch which senses the locking or un-
locking position of the at least one of the blocking
device and the bars and which provides a signal
indicative of the locking or unlocking position at
least when the card is in an operational mode and
contained in the respective receptacle.

8. A device for receiving circuit carriers in card form,
in particular chip cards with integrated circuits, having
a number of insert receptacles corresponding to a num-
ber of cards to be recetved, a card being inserted into a
respective receptacle in a direction of a plane of the
card, comprising:

a plurality of means for protecting the cards in an

inserted operating position thereof, each of the
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means for protecting having a bar which is as-
signed to a card and which is pivotable between an
unlocking position, pivoted out of the plane of the
card, and a locking position, pivoted into the plane
of the card and which engages behind a locking
edge of an inserted card;

a lockable blocking device which acts on at least one

bar of the bars of the means for protection and
which is moveable between a blocking position,
preventing a movement of the bar out of a locking
setting, and a release position, releasing a move-
ment of the bar;

at least one of the blocking device and the bars is

assigned a switch which senses the blocking or
unlocking position of at least one of the blocking
device and the bars and which provides a signal

- indicative of the locking or unlocking position; and
each insert receptacle having signal transmitting

contacts for connection of the integrated circuits of
the inserted card to operating function elements of

an electronic unit assigned to the device.
* X% % %k ok
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