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1
GARMENT INDICIA STRIP

This 1s a continuation of application Ser. No. 522,220
filed May 11, 1990, now abandoned, which is a continu-
ation of application Ser. No. 409,765 filed Sep. 20, 1989,
now abandoned, which is a continuation of application
Ser. No. 223,438 filed Jul. 22, 1988, now abandoned.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to garment indicia in the nature
of tags, labels, or the like for identification of garment
information and a method for using such indicia on
folded garments.

BACKGROUND ART

Labels and hangtags are well known for the general
purpose of identifying various features of garments.
However, such labels and hangtags are commonly af-
fixed to the garment 1n such a manner and location that
the information appearing thereon, and even the label
or hangtag itself, is usually hidden when the garments
are folded and stacked for storage or display.

Prior inventions have attempted to overcome the
shortcomings of commonly used labels and hangtags.
For example, U.S. Pat. No. 2,739,339, to Henson, issued
Mar. 27, 1956shows a marking device having a stub
portion which may be sewn to a seam of a garment and
a tab mtegral with and extending substantially perpen-
dicularly from the stub portion so as to extend beyond
an edge or fold of the garment. Such marking devices
have also proven to be unsatisfactory. It is desirable to
have a garment 1ndicia strip which will permit a manu-
facturer or retailer to fold the garment in a plurality of
ways for storage or display while maintaining the visi-
bility and legibility of the garment indicia strip. The
garment indicia strip should also be flush to the surface
of the garment 1n order to avoid inadvertent tearing or
removal of the strip from the garment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The garment indicia strip of the present invention 1s
suitable for use with any type of garment or article
which may be folded and stacked for storage or display.

The indicia strip of the present invention has a front
surface upon which garment indicia are repeatedly
printed. A pressure sensitive adhesive is mounted to the
rear surface of said strip such that the strip may be
removably adhered to a garment.

In use, the garment indicia strip of the present inven-
tion can be placed at any point on a2 garment at which
the garment will be folded during storage or display
thereof. For example, when the garment indicia strip 1s
used with a pair of pants, the garment indicia strip is
preferably placed adjacent and substantially parallel to
the side seam of the pant leg.

The garment indicia strip can be placed at any point
along the side seam at which the garment will be folded.
For example, if the pants are to be folded in half for
storage or display, the garment indicia strip can be
placed at approximately the midpoint of the side seam.
If, however, the pants are to be folded in thirds for
storage or display, the garment indicia strip can be
placed approximately one-third the length of the side
seam from the waistband of said pants.

A release liner is affixed to the indicia strips prior to
their application to a garment. The release liner pre-
vents the indicia strips from becoming inadvertently
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affixed prior to their use, and more importantly, the
liner allows the indicia strips and release liner to be
formed into a continuous length which can be readily
rolled for storage and unrolled for use.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete undersianding of the present

invention and for further advantages thereof, reference
is now made to the following Description of the Pre-
ferred Embodiment taken in conjunction with the ac-

companying Drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the front surface of
the indicia strip of the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the rear surface of the
indicia strip of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the garment indicia
strip of the present invention in place on an unfolded
pair of pants;

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of the garment indicia
strip of the present invention on a folded pair of pants;
and

FIG. 5§ 1s a perspective, partially exploded view of
indicia strips of the present invention in place on a con-
tinuous roll of released liner.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, a garment indicia strip of
the present invention 1s generally identified by refer-
ence numeral 10. Strip 10 has a front surface 12 and a
rear surface 14. Indicia 16 are printed on front surface
12 of strip 10. It has been found to be beneficial to re-
peatedly print indicia 16 along front surface 12. It is also
beneficial that indicia 16 be printed with letters or nu-
merals having a height “h” which is not greater than the
width “w” of a folded edge of pants 24, as been seen in
FI1G. 4. As a result of repeatedly printing indicia 16
along strip 10 and limiting height “h” of indicia 16,
indicia 16 are visible and legible whenever strip 10 is
folded along its length 18, as depicted best in FIG. 4.

Rear surface 14 of strip 10 has a pressure sensitive
adhesive mounted thereon. Any known pressure sensi-
tive adhesive may be used in conjunction with the pres-

ent invention. However, it has been found to be desir-
able to use a pressure sensitive adhesive which will not

mar the surface structure of and which may be readily
removed from the garment or article to which the gar-
ment indicia strip is attached. Prior to application of
strip 10 to a garment, a release liner 22 1s applied to rear
surface 14 in order to prevent adhesive 20 from binding
to any surface prematurely. Release liner 22 may be
constructed of any known material such as, by way of
example, but not by way of limitation, Fasson ®)
CRACK ’'N PEEL plusT™M. In a preferred embodi-
ment, release liner 22 is constructed of a silicon-coated
paper material.

In a preferred method for using the garment indicia
strip of the present invention, a plurality of strips 10 are
attached to a continuous length 28 of release liner 22, as
best seen in FIG. 5. Continuous length 28 having strips

10 mounted thereon can be rolled to form roll 30 of

strips 10 and release liner 22. Roll 30 {acilitates compact
and safe storage of strips 10 while also facilitating the
dispensing of said strips for use. In a second preferred
method, a plurality of strips 10 are attached to form a
continuous length of said strips. The continuous length
of strips 10 1s then releasably adhered to continuous
length 28 of release liner. In a second preferred method,
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a means of detaching strips 10 from one another, such as
by perforation, is provided. Strips 10 are individually
removed from continuous length 28 of release liner
immediately prior to application of strip 10 to the gar-
ment as described below.

Although the garment indicia strip of the present
invention can be used with any garment or object, the
following description of use of the garment indicia strip
on a pair of pants will be deemed to describe its use on
any other garment or object. Referring to FIGS. 3 and
4, the garment indicia strip 10 of the present invention
can be applied to a pair of pants 24 to indicate various
features of pants 24. For example, indicia 16 may reflect
the waist size and/or inseam length of the pants. Indicia
16 may also indicate style number, size, color, etc. Strip
10 1s preferably applied to pants 24 adjacent and sub-
stantially parallel to side seam 26 of pants 24. Strip 10 is
placed along side seam 26 at a predetermined posttion
such that pants 24 can be folded and stacked with indi-
cla 16 appearing on the outside fold of the pants, thus
permitting a customer to readily see the size of each pair
of pants in the stack. For example, if pants 24 are to be
folded in half for storage or display, strip 10 is adhered
to pants 24 at approximately the midpoint of side seam
26. If pants 24 are to be folded in thirds for storage or
display, strip 10 is adhered to pants 24 approximately
one-third the length of the side seam from waist 34 of
pants 24.

Although the present invention has been described
with respect to specific preferred embodiments and
preferred methods of practice, various changes and
modifications may be suggested to one skilled in the art
and it is intended that the present invention encompass
such changes and modifications as fall within the scope
of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of size labeling a pair of pants for display
in a vertical stack, comprising:

printing sizing mformation for said pair of pants re-

peatedly on a first major surface of a flexible strip
of material;

providing a second major surface of said strip with a

pressure-sensitive adhesive material suitable for
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releasably affixing said flexible strip to said pair of
pants;
affixing said strip onto a leg of said pair of pants with
said strip substantially parallel to an outseam of said
pair of pants; and
folding said pair of pants such that said strip is affixed
to an outer surface of said folded pants and such
that said strip spans a fold of said folded pants,
whereby the size of said pair of pants can be readily
determined when said pair of pants is displayed in
a stack of garments on a store shelf.
2. The method of size labeling of claim 1 further
comprising:
mounting said second major surface of said strip onto
a release liner such that said release liner keeps said
adhesive material from contacting other objects
prior to affixing said strip to said pants; and
removing said release liner from said strip prior to
affixing said strip onto said pants.
3. A method of labeling of claim 1 further comprising:
affixing a plurality of said strips onto a continuous
length of silicon-coated release liner; and
removing each of said strips from said liner prior to
affixing said strip onto said pants. o
4. The method of labeling of claim 3 further compris-
Ing:
rolling said liner and said affixed strips into a roll after
said strips are affixed to said liner, whereby said
roll provides a means for storing and dispensing
said flexible strips of material for attachment to said
pants.
5. The method of labeling of claim 1 further compris-
ing:
attaching a plurality of said flexible strips of material
together to form a continuous length of said strips
and including means for separating one of said
strips from another of said strips of flexible mate-
rial;
affixing said second major surface of said attached
strip onto a continuous length of release liner;
detaching said strips from the length of attached
strips; and
removing said strips from said liner prior to affixing

each of said strips t0 said pair of pants.
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