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[57] - ABSTRACT

A picture frame made from a flexible magnetic sheet
material is disclosed which is part of a mailer including
a gift card and envelope. The gift card has a front sur-
face carrying parallel strips of double-sided adhesive
tape each having an outwardly facing releasable adhe-
sive on one side to which the picture frame can be at-
tached to display a photograph between the picture
frame and card. The recipient of the mailer can peel the
flexible picture frame from the card, remove the photo-
graph, and magnetically attach the picture frame to a

‘metal surface to display the photograph. Also disclosed

is an embodiment wherein the card is a display card
made from a magnetically attractive material.

7 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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COMBINED MAGNETIC PICTURE FRAME AND
GIFT/DISPLAY CARD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This is a continuation-in-part of my prior co-pending
application, Ser. No. 07/847,115, filed Mar. 6, 1992 now
U.S. Pat. No. 5,261,174, |

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is directed to a gift card having
a surface carrying strips of releasable adhesive to which
a picture frame made from a flexible magnetic (perma-
nent magnet) sheeting material can be secured to dis-
play a photograph there between, the flexible magnetic
sheeting material being removable for magnetic attach-
ment to a metal surface to display the photograph. In a
preferred embodiment of this application, the perma-
nent magnet sheeting material is attached to a display
card made of a material attractive to magnets.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Various mailers have been developed which permit a
photograph to be displayed as part of a greeting card or
the like. Persons receiving such photographs often dis-
play them by tacking them to bulletin boards, by taping
them or adhesively securing them to various surfaces,
or by using magnets to secure them to metal doors or
refrigerators. None of the prior art arrangements have
provided a means of both mailing a photograph in a
decorative magnetic picture frame and also using the
same magnetic picture frame to display the photograph
on a vertical metal wall surface.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the present invention, a picture frame is
constructed from a flexible magnetic (permanent mag-
net) sheeting material which can be attached to metal
surfaces such as a metal door or the outer surfaces of a

refrigerator. The sheeting material can be constructed
as a picture frame suitable for displaying a photograph,
and the front surface thereof can be imprinted to pro-
vide a decorative appearance. A gift card is also pro-
vided as part of a mailer which includes the picture
frame. The gift card is provided with strips of releasable
adhesive material so that the picture frame can be re-
leasably attached to the gift card with a photograph
displayed between the picture frame and the gift card so
that the unit can be inserted in a mailing envelope for

mailing to a recipient. Upon receipt of the mailer, the

recipient can remove the flexible picture frame from the
gift card, along with the photograph, and use the flexi-
ble magnetic picture frame to hold the photograph on a
refrigerator or the like for display purposes. In another
embodiment, the picture frame is magnetically attached
to a display card or panel constructed from a material
attractive to magnets instead of or in addition to the gift
card.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded view in perspective of a com-
bined magnetic picture frame and gift card mailer ac-
cording to invention; |

FIG. 2 a view in perspective of the front, top and one
side of a refrigerator having the magnetic picture frame
magnetically attached thereto for display of a picture.
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FIG. 3 is an exploded view in perspective of another
embodiment wherein the permanent magnet picture
frame is attached to a display card of magnetically at-
tractive matenal; and

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the rear face of the display
card, portions thereof being broken away.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1, there is disclosed a standard
mailing envelope 10 approximately 5-inch by 7-inch in
size having a flap 10z to close the envelope, flap 10a
having an adhesive strip 10b for the purpose of sealing
flap 10a against the envelope body.

A gift card 12 is provided which is made from folded
card stock. Gift card 12 is a foldable sheet member
having a first panel 124 and a second panel 125 of the
same size and the panels are folded along a fold line 13
so that the resulting card 12 is sized to be inserted In
envelope 10. Panel 124 has a front surface having
mounted thereon two strips of double-sided adhesive
tape 15 and 16. Tapes 15 and 16 comprise a carrier film
having a high tack adhesive on one side for permanently
securing the tape to the front surface of panel 124, and
a low tack “removable” adhesive on an opposite side. In
this embodiment, tape strip 15 is of the rectangular
panel 12a. Although strip 15 is shown to be spaced from
adjacent fold 13, it could be positioned directly adjacent
thereto without departing from the invention. In FIG.
1, tape strip 15 is shown with a portion of the strip

"secured to panel 122 and a portion folded away so that
- the adhesive on the opposite side can be seen. However,

it is understood that the entire length of strip 15 would
be applied against panel 124 in the same fashion as strip
16. Strip 16 is secured to panel 12z along the edge of
panel 12 which is opposite from fold 13. Again, it 1s
shown spaced from the edge but it could be positioned
directly adjacent thereto depending upon the sizes of

the photograph and picture frame to be used.

3M Company markets at least two different types of
double-sided tape which can be used for strips 15 and
16. The tapes have adhesives on both sides of a film
which functions as a carrier for the adhesives. A perma-
nent high tack adhesive is placed on one side and a
removable low tack adhesive is placed on the other side
of the film. The tapes come with a liner which can be
removed and discarded. One type of tape which can be
used is identified as 3M Scotch Brand No. 9415, which
has a poly-coated liner. Another type of tape which can
be used is 3M Scotch Brand No. 928, which has a tissue
liner. The § inch wide No. 928 tape is preferable be-
cause it is less expensive than the No. 9415 tape. The
removable adhesive is similar to that used on Post-it
Brand notes. In this embodiment, a § inch wide tape
strip is used but again, other widths could be used de-
pending upon the relationships involved.

Also shown in FIG. 1 is a picture frame 20 having a
central opening 21, which is constructed from flexible
magnetic (permanent magnet) sheeting material. Pic-
ture frame 20 is rectangular and is the same size as panel
124. Picture frame 20 has an upper frame member 20q
and a lower frame member 200 and members 204 and
205 are each one inch in width. The side frame members
are each about 1-} inches in width.

Upper and lower frame members 20a, 205 are spaced
to make contact with tape strips 15, 16 for releasably
securing frame 20 to the front surface of panel 12a.
When picture frame 20 is moved into contact with tape
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strips 15, 16 the outwardly disposed releasable adhesive
contacts frame members 20a, 204 to securely hold pic-
ture frame 20 in place against card 12. A photograph 25
can be placed against the front surface of panel 124
between tape strips 18, 16 so as to show through picture
frame opening 21 but at the same time be held in place
by the rear surface of the picture frame. The rectangu-
lar opening 21 is preferably smaller in size than photo-
graph 25 so that a portion of frame 20 surrounding
opening 21 lies against the edges of picture 25 to hold it
in place. In the embodiment shown, a 34 inch by 5 inch
photograph 25 is shown but a 4 inch by 6 inch photo
could also be displayed. Photograph 25 would thus
basically fit between strips 15, 16 to be held in place by
the overlying picture frame 20. However, the strips 15,
16 could be moved closer together so that the interior
edges of strips 18, 16 would engage the upper and lower
edges of the photograph. In either case, parallel strips
15, 16 are spaced and sized to extend beyond opposite
edges of the photograph being displayed to leave their
upper and lower edges free to secure picture frame 20 to
panel 12a. |

Picture frame 20 can be constructed from a commer-
cially available flexible magnetic sheeting material
called Koroseal. Koroseal is a thermoplastic permanent
magnet material. The magnets embedded in the material
are polarized so that the sheeting will be magnetically
attracted to metal surfaces. The face of the Koroseal
sheeting material can also be imprinted with messages
or decorative maternal by screen printing, hot stamping,
thermography or hand lettering. The Koroseal sheeting
can be easily cut and trimmed into the desired shape.
The preferred thickness of the material for this applica-
tion is 0.020 inch.

It 1s intended that the picture frame 20, card 12 and
envelope be sold as a unit to customers who wish to
mail a selected photograph to another party. Thus, the
customer would purchase the combination, would re-
move picture frame 20 from card 12 by peeling it away
from the releasable adhesive on strips 15 and 16. The
photograph 25 would then be positioned against the
front surface of panel 12a between or slightly overlap-
ping strips 15 and 16, and then picture frame 20 would
be once again positioned against panel 12a to be held in
place by the releasable adhesive on strips 15 and 16. The
unit would then be mailed to another party who would
remove the combined picture frame, photograph and
gift card from the envelope, peel away picture frame 20
and remove photograph 25, which could then be
mounted on a refrigerator 26 as shown FIG. 2. Because
picture frame 20 is constructed from the magnetic sheet-
ing, it will naturally be attracted to the metal door or
side wall of refrigerator 26 and will hold the photo-
graph in place so that it can be viewed through opening
21. Picture frame 20 can thus be attached to any metal
surface such as the side of an oven or to a metal door.
After the picture frame and photograph are removed
from card 12, the card and mailing envelope 10 can be
discarded if desired. Because picture frame 20 is made
from magnetic material, no tacks, adhesives or magnets
are needed to apply it to the refrigerator door and when
it is removed, it will leave no residue behind. Once the
recipient has the picture frame, it can be used over and
over again to display different photographs or other
materials in the same fashion.

Referring now to FIG. 3, there is disclosed an em-
bodiment wherein card 12 is replaced by a display card
30 which 1s generally rectangular in shape and about the
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same size as picture frame 20. As shown in FIG. 4§,
display card 30 is a laminated panel having a thin front
face 302 and a rear face 305 both made from thin card-
board or the like and an intermediate layer 30c¢ sand-
wiched therebetween and adhesively secured thereto.
Intermediate panel 30c is a thin, flat rectangular panel
formed of any suitable magnetically attractive material
such as soft iron. Thus, picture frame 20, which is made
from a flexible permanent magnet material will magneti-
cally adhere to display card 30 to hold photograph 25
therebetween. The arrangement is generally the same as
previously described for the other embodiment except
that the picture frame is now magnetically attached to
the card 30. Once again, the combined picture frame
and display card with photograph held therebetween
can be inserted in a mailing envelope 10 for mailing to a
recipient. Rear face 304 is provided with a pair of hook
members 31, 31g which can be used to hang the unit on
the wall to display the photograph. Rear face 30b is also
provided with a hinged support leg 32 so that the dis-
play card can be made to stand like an easel to display
the picture. In the embodiment shown, hook members
31, 31q are metal hooks attached by rivets or the like to
display card 30 and leg member 32 is attached thereto
by riveting a separate hinge 32a to both the leg member
32 and the card 30. Instead of this arrangement, the back
panel could be a thicker piece of cardboard having the
hook members and leg member integrally formed there-
with by cutting them from the cardboard leaving one
portion in each case as a hinge or attachment member.

The recipient of this unit, can, upon receipt, display
the photograph by hanging it on a wall or using the
display card 30 as an easel, or the recipient can again
remove the frame 20 and picture 2§ from the display
card 30 and mount them on a different metal surface as
for example, the surface shown in FIG. 2.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that a
variety of modifications may be made to the product of

the present invention without departing from the spirit

and scope of the following appended claims.

What is claimed:

1. A combined permanent magnet picture frame and

display card, comprising:

(a) a display card of magnetically attractive material
having a front face, a rear face, and display card
support means on said rear face;

(b) a removable picture frame, having frame members
and a central opening, constructed from a perma-
nent magnet sheet material and magnetically se-
cured to said front face of said display card so that
a photograph can be positioned therebetween for
display through said opening, said removable
frame being approximately the same size as said
front face and being attachable to either said dis-
play card or to another metal surface.

2. The combined permanent magnet picture frame

and display card of claim 1 wherein said picture frame

- has an opening which is smaller than the size of a photo-

65

graph to be displayed therethrough and said frame
being larger than said photographs to both engage said
front face and also hold the photo in place between said
frame and said front face.

3. The combined permanent picture frame and dis-
play card of claim 1 wherein said frame is cut from a
sheet of flexible permanent magnet material and
wherein said display card comprises a thin, flat, gener-
ally rectangular laminated panel having an inner layer
constructed from a magnetically attractive material.
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4. The combined permanent magnet picture frame
and display card of claim 3 wherein said support means
comprise hook members and a hinged support leg.

5. A combined picture frame and display card, com-
prising:

(a) a card of material attractive to magnets;

(b) a picture frame of permanent magnet material

magnetically attached to said card;

(c) said picture frame having an opening and compris-
ing a flexible sheet constructed and arranged for
releasably securing said frame to said card so that a
photograph can be positioned therebetween for
display through said opening, said frame being
removable from said card for magnetic attachment
to a different display surface;
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~ (d) said frame being cut from a sheet of flexible per-

manent magnet material and said display card com-
prising a panel of generally the same size as said
picture frame; and -

(e) said display card having a front face for attach-
ment to said picture frame, a rear face, and display
card support means on said rear face.

6. The combined picture frame and display card of
claim 5§ wherein said support means comprise hook
members and a hinged support leg.

7. The combined picture frame and display card of
claim 6 in combination with a mailing envelope
whereby the picture frame can be attached to the dis-
play card with a photograph held therebetween and
inserted in said mailing envelope for mailing to a recipi-

ent.
* * = * %
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