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IMAGE REVERSAL PROCESS FOR
SELF-ALIGNED IMPLANTS IN PLANAR
EPITAXIAL-BASE BIPOLAR TRANSISTORS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to an improved method for
making self-aligned implants in planar, epitaxial base,
bipolar transistors. More particularly, the invention
relates to a method for making self-aligned extrinsic
base and pedestal collector implants in a planar epitaxi-
al-base bipolar transistor or a heterojunction bipolar
transistor.

2. Description of the Prior Art

As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, in a
bipolar transistor, an increase in collector doping in the
region directly below the emitter can improve the high
frequency performance of the transistor.

In a planar epitaxial-base bipolar transistor, the intrin-
sic and extrinsic bases are formed in a common layer,
and the emitter window represents a region where the
emitter polysilicon comes in contact with this base
layer. Since it is desirable to have a very thin base layer,
the base resistance may be excessive unless the conduc-
tivity of the extrinsic base is raised. Although the emit-
ter electrode may be used to mask an extrinsic base
implant, there is no convenient way to self-align this
extrinsic base implant with the smaller emitter window,
~or to self-align the emitter window and the extrinsic
base with a pedestal collector implant.

A heterojunction bipolar transistor (HBT) resembles
an epi-base transistor in that the base is typically a blan-
ket layer, but the emitter layer (which has a wider band-
gap than the base) is typically deposited on top of the
base in a common epitaxial deposition. Contact to the
base layer is usually made by etching through the emit-
ter. Alternatively, in order to form a planar device, an
implant can be used to convert a region of the emitter
into a thicker extrinsic base. Again, a method for self-
aligning this implant to a small emitter window and a
pedestal collector implant would be advantageous.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of this invention is the provision of a
method for making a self-aligned implants to form a
pedestal collector, an extrinsic base, and an emitter
contact in a planar, epitaxial base or heterojunction,
bipolar transistor. A method which comprises easily
implemented process steps and provides a small, but
well-controlled separation between the extrinsic base
and the pedestal, collector.

Briefly, this invention contemplates the provision of
an image reversal process in which a mask opening and
plug in the opening are used to enable one implant
through the opening, another self-aligned implant in the
region surrounding the opening, and a self-aligned elec-
trode to be formed in the opening.

The starting point is an epitaxial structure comprnsed
of a base layer epitaxially grown over the surface of a
semiconductor substrate in which shallow isolation
trenches have been formed. A stack of insulating films,
including a thick top layer and a thin lower layer that
selectively can be etched with respect to one another, 1s
then formed over the base epitaxial layer. An emitter
window is etched through the stack to expose the sur-
face of the epitaxial base layer, and a collector pedestal
region is implanted through this window. Ver little
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2

lateral profile straggle occurs during this implant step
because the epitaxial base layer through which 1t 1s
performed is typically quite thin.

A plug is formed in the emitter window opening by
filling the opening and then etching away the thick top
insulating layer. Sidewalls are formed on the plug and,
using the plug as reversed image mask, the extrinsic
base layer is implanted. The plug, serving as a reverse
image mask ensures that the extrinsic base is closely
spaced from the emitter window opening. Finally, the
plug is removed and the emitter electrode is formed in
the emitter window opening so that it is aligned with
the pedestal collector and closely spaced from the ex-
trinsic base.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, aspects and advan-
tages will be better understood from the foliowing de-
tailed description of a preferred embodiment of the
invention with reference to the drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1A through 1K are illustrative sectional view
of the structure of a planar epitaxial transistor at various
process stages in accordance with one embodiment of a
method in accordance with the teachings of this inven-
tion.

FIGS. 2A through 2D are sectional structure views
at various stages, similar to FIG. 1, in accordance with
an alternate embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to FIG. 1A, a process in accordance
with the teachings of this invention begins after the
structure of FIG. 1A has been formed using process
steps well known in the art. Further, while the inven-
tion will be described with reference to an NPN planar
epitaxial-base transistor, those skilled in the art will
appreciate that the teachings are also applicable to PNP
transistors, and to heterojunction bipolar transistors. A
planar, NPN, epitaxial-base transistor has an P +epitax-
ial base layer 10 formed on the surface of a semiconduc-
tor wafer 12 in which an N +sub-collector region 14 has
been formed along shallow isolation trenches 16 and a
N -+sub-collector reach through 18. In a heterojunction
bipolar transistor, it will be appreciated that the epitax-
ial base layer 10 would have an overlying epitaxial
emitter layer.

Referring now to FIG. 1B, in accordance with the
teachings of this invention, successive insulating layers
20, 22 and 24 are deposited using suitable process steps
well known in the semiconductor industry. The first
layer 20 (for example, a nitride layer) and the second
layer (for example, an oxide layer) are each relatively
thin layers on the order of 20 nanometers to SUnanome-
ters thick. The top layer 24 (for example, another mitride
layer) is a relatively thick layer on the order of 300
nanometers. | '

Referring no to FIG. 1C, an emitter window i1s photo-
lithographically defined on the top surface of the insula-
tor layer 24 and is used to etch an opening 26 extending
through layers 24, 22 and 20 to the upper surface of the
epitaxial base layer. Preferably, the layers are etched in
three steps with each layer being anisotropically etched
selectively with respect to the material below 1t. For
example, using RIE the top nitride layer 24 can be
CHF3/0, etched, the middle oxide layer 22 can be
CHF3/Ar etched and the bottom nitride layer 20
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CHF3/0; etched. The final etch stops when the epitax-
ial base layer 10 is reached. In this way, the thick top
layer 24 can be completely removed in the opening 26
without damaging the surface of the epitaxial layer 10.
The structure after the emitter opening 26 has been
formed is shown in FI1G. 1C. -

A pedestal collector implant, for example 200 KeV, 1s
performed through the opening 26 to form an
N +pedestal collector 28. There is very little lateral

profile straggle during the pedestal collect implant step
because the base layer 10 is relatively thin; e.g., 200
nanometers. Here it should be noted. that the epitaxial

layer 10 in the intrinsic base region 30 located directly
above pedestal collector 28 is initially doped so that it 1s
sufficiently P+that it remains P-despite the
N + pedestal collector implant step. The structure at this
stage is shown in FIG. 1D. |

Next, a thick oxide layer (the same m:terial that com-
prised the intermediate layer 22) is deposited on the
surface of the structure shown in FIG. 1D, filling the
opening 26. The surface is then planarized so that from
this oxide layer only an oxide plug 34 in the opening 26
remains. The planarization technique described 1n B.
Davari, et al., “A New Planarization Technique, Using
a Combination of RIE and Chemical Mechanical Polish
(CMP),” IEDM Tech. Digest, p. 61, Dec. 1989, can be
used for this step. The structure at this stage 1s shown 1n
F1G. 1E.

The nitride layer 24 is then etched selectively with
respect to the oxide plug 34. The structure at this point
in the process is shown in FIG. 1F.

A nitride sidewall 36 is then formed on the oxide plug
34 by a suitable process such as nitride deposition
CHF3/0; RIE. The oxide sidewall 36 defines a narrow,
but closely controlled gap between the extrinsic base
implanted in the next step, the pedestal collector 28 and
the emitter contact be formed subsequently. The struc-
ture at this stage is shown in FIG. 1G.

Next, as illustrated in FIG. 1H, the base layer 10 1s
implanted with a suitable P-+dopant, such as 20 KeV
Boron, to form an extrinsic base 10’ as indicated by the
shading of the base layer in FIG. 1H. Here 1t should be
noted that the plug 34 with its sidewalls 36 serve as a
reverse image mask forming a narrow, closely con-
trolled gap between the edge of the extrinsic base 10’
and both the pedestal collector 28 and the emitter
contact that will be subsequently formed in opening 26
that had been formed in layers 20 and 22.

After the intrinsic base implant step, the oxide plug 34
and the nitride sidewalls 36 are removed by first etching
the nitride sidewalls with a wet H3POg4 etch and the
oxide plug 34 and oxide layer 22 can be thereafter re-
moved by a diluted HF etch step, which does not attack
the nitride layer 20. The structure at this stage is shown
in FIG. 11.

An emitter contact is formed by CVD deposition of
an polysilicon layer 38 that fills the opening 26, and
overlies the nitride layer 20. The structure at this step is
shown in FIG. 1J. The emitter contact layer 38 is pat-
terned and etched, using the nitride layer 20 as an etch
stop, to form the emitter contact 40 with the emitter
window and pedestal collector implant edges coinci-
dent and each separated from the extrinsic base implant
by the thickness of the plug sidewalls 36. The structure
at this final stage before patterning of the extrinsic base
and collector contacts, which can be carried out by
well-known conventional process steps that will not be

described here, is shown 1n FIG. 1K.
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In the process described above, the insulators should
be chosen based on the existence of mutual selective
etch processes. For consistency with standard silicon
processing, the first insulator could be a silicon nitride
and the second insulator silicon dioxide, but other mate-
rial combinations should be possible. It should be noted
that additional layers may need to be added to the mate-
rial stack to enhance etch selectivity. Similarly, the top
thick layer may be a different material altogether. The
planarization etch should stop within this layer, al-

though an overall reduction in the height of both mate-
rials is of no consequence.

FIG. 2 is an alternate embodiment of the current
invention, using photoresist material to form the emitter
window plug. This approach could be used where to-

“pography in other parts of the wafer prevents polishing

of the plug down to the level of the surrounding insula-
tor. For this approach, only two of the three insulator
layers (20, 22 and 24) shown in FIG. 1A are required.

FIG. 2A shows the structure after definition of an
emitter window opening 26, and the implantation of the
pedestal collector 28. The process to this stage is sub-
stantially the same as that described in connection with
FI1G. 1A through 1D and is not repeated here. Here, it
should be noted only two insulating layers are used In
this embodiment; a lower oxide layer 21 and a upper
thicker nitride layer 23.

The structure of FIG. 2A is then covered with a layer
42 of a photoresist. Because the photoresist material
tends to deposit in a planar fashion, it fills the emitter
window 26 and is substantially thinner outside the win-
dow opening 26, including any surface regions outside
the window with a raised local topography. The struc-
ture at this stage is shown in FIG. 2B. The wafer 1s then
exposed without a mask to an illumination level that is
insufficient to develop the relatively thick photoresist in
the emitter window opening 26 yet is sufficient to de-
velop the photoresist layer 42 elsewhere on the surface
of the wafer. The developed layer of photoresist 1s
removed and the nitride layer 23 is etched away selec-
tively with respect to the remaining photoresist and the
oxide layer 21, leaving a photoresist plug 44 in the open-
ing 26 as shown in FIG. 2C.

As illustrated in FIG. 2D, sidewalls 46 are formed on
the photoresist plug 44. In forming the sidewalls 46, a
low temperature deposition (less than 350" C.) process
such as plasma CVD oxide or nitride should be used so
as not to damage the photoresist plug 44. Alternately, 1t
is possible to create sidewalls from another application
of photoresist. In this case, a layer of photoresist 1s
applied which is thinner than the emitter window plug
44 is tall. With the photoresist sufficiently conformal,
the photoresist will be thicker at the bottom edges of the
plug. A second illumination develops the photoresist
where it is thinnest and the developed photoresist can
be removed to form a gradually sloping photoresist
sidewall. This introduces a corresponding gradient in
the extrinsic base doping, creating a natural base link-up
region. The remaining steps of extrinsic base implanta-
tion and emitter contact formation are substantially the
same as those described in connection with FIG. 1.
Here, of course, the photoresist plug 44 and its sidewalls
can be removed by developing the photoresist and re-
moving the developed photoresist in a conventional
process step.

While the invention has been described in terms of a
single preferred embodiment, those skilled 1n the art
will recognize that the invention can be practiced with
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modification within the spirit and scope of the appended
claims.
Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is as follows:
1. A method for making self-aligned implants to form
a pedestal collector and an extrinsic base in a semicon-
ductor substrate with an epitaxial base layer formed on
an upper surface of said semiconductor substrate, com-
prising the steps of:
forming a first layer of a first insulator material on the
surface of said epitaxial base layer and a second
layer of a second insulator material that can be
selectively etched with respect to said first layer;
forming an opening in said first layer and said second
layer, said opening extending to said epitaxial base
layer;
implanting through said opening a dopant to form a
pedestal collector region in said semiconductor
substrate;
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6

after said implanting step, filling said opening with a
masking material with respect to which said second
insulator material can be selectively etched;

etching away said second layer so that said masking
material forms a plug in the form of said opening;

forming sidewalls on said plug;

implanting a dopant in said epitaxial base layer to
form an extrinsic base, using said plug and said
sidewalls as a mask to form a gap between pedestal
collector region and said extrinsic base.

2. A method for making self-aligned implants to form

a pedestal collector and an extrinsic base in a semicon-
ductor substrate as in claim 1, including the further
steps of:

removing said plug and said sidewalls from said open-
ing in said second insulator matenal;
depositing an emitter contact in said opening in said

second insulator matenal.
- % % 2k - ]



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

