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(57} ABSTRACT

A method for manufacturing an EEPROM comprises
the step of using raw gas containing an organic com-
pound having a molecular weight of more than 44, such
as ethyl acetate and tetrahydrofuran when a first
polysilicon layer serving as a select gate electrode and a
second polysilicon layer serving as a floating gate elec-
trode are deposited by a CVD process. The above de-
scribed step allows a voltage at the time of tunneling
electrons to be decreased.

3 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 3

COMPOUND NO ETHANE CARBON ETHYL TETRAHYDRO

POLISILICON LAYERS (MV/cm)

BREAKDOWN VOLTAGE BETWEEN

INTRODUCED DIOXIDE ACETATE  FURAN
CHEMICAL C:Hs  COz  CHiCOOCsHs CiHsO

CONCENTRATION 15ppm  12ppm  17.1ppm 16.5ppm
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ELECTRICAL ERASABLE AND
PROGRAMMABLE READ-ONLY MEMORY AND
MANUFACTURING METHOD THEREFOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to an electri-
cal erasable and programmable read-only memory (re-
ferred to as EEPROM hereinafter) and a manufacturing
method therefor, particularly to reducing the program-
ming voltages therefor.

2. Description of the Prior Art

In the description of the prior art, the U.S. Pat. No.
4,099,196 issued Jul. 4, 1978, entitled “Triple Layer
Polysilicon Cell”, assigned to Intel Corporation is in-
corporated by reference.

FIG. 1 1s a cross sectional view showing a single cell
of a conventional EEPROM having a triple gate struc-
ture which is disclosed in the above mentioned U.S. Pat.
No. 4,099,196.

The EEPROM having a triple gate structure com-
prises a first polysilicon (polycrystalline silicon) gate
electrode 3 formed on a silicon substrate 1 through a
first gate oxide film 2 for writing information charge, a
second polysilicon gate electrode § formed on the first
polysilicon gate electrode 3 through a first polysilicon
gate oxide film 4 and serving as a floating gate elec-
trode, a third polysilicon gate electrode 7 formed on the
second polysilicon gate electrode 5§ through a second
polysilicon gate oxide film 6 to overlap with at least a
portion of the second polysilicon gate electrode 5§ for
controlling writing and erasing of the information
charge, and a fourth polysilicon gate electrode 8 for
erasing the information charge.

Operation is now described. When data is written, the
EEPROM having a triple gate structure applies a volt-
age of approximately 25 V to the third polysilicon gate
electrode 7 and the fourth polysilicon gate electrode 8,
and the first polysilicon gate electrode 3 is grounded.
As a result, electrons are injected from the first polysili-
con gate electrode 3 to the second polysilicon gate
electrode 5 by tunneling. In addition, when data is
erased, the first polysilicon gate electrode 3 and the
third polysilicon gate electrode 7 are grounded, and a
voltage of approximately 25 V is applied to the fourth
polysilicon gate electrode 8. As a result, electrons de-
posited on the second polysilicon gate electrode § are
injected to the fourth polysilicon gate electrode 8 by
tunneling. The oxide films 4 and 6 on the first polysili-
con gate electrode 3 and the second polysilicon gate
electrode § are approximately 1000° A. Since electrons
tunnel through the oxide films 4 and 6 at approximately
- 25V, the EEPROM having a triple gate structure is
formed such that a portion from which information
charge is emitted, of the polysilicon layers 3 and 5 serv-
ing as electrodes, has a rough surface. The rough sur-
face allows tunneling of electrons even at a relatively
low voltage.

Conventionally, the following approaches have been
employed so that the surface of the portion from which
information charge is emitted, of the first polysilicon
gate electrode 3 and the second polysilicon gate elec-
trode § easily becomes rough.

(1) A first polysilicon gate oxide film is formed by
thermal oxidation at a low temperature. (For the fact
that the surface of polysilicon becomes rough more
easily by thermal oxidation at a low temperature, see an
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article by R. M. Anderson et al., entitled “Evidence for
surface asperity mechanism of conductivity in oxide
grown on polycrystalline silicon”, J. of Applied Phys-
ics, Vol. 48, No 11, November, 1977.)

(2) The concentration of implanting conductive im-
purities into polysilicon serving as a first polysilicon
gate and a second polysilicon gate is decreased.

Description is now made on a method for manufac-
turing the EEPROM. FIGS. 2A to 2E are diagrams
showing the sequential steps of the manufacturing
method for the conventional EEPROM.

A p type silicon substrate 1 is prepared (FIG. 2A). A
first gate oxide film 2 is then formed on the silicon sub-
strate 1 (FIG. 2B). A polysilicon layer 8 with the con-
centration of conductive impurities decreased is then
formed on the first gate oxide film 2 to be a first polysili-
con layer 3 (FIG. 2C). A first polysilicon gate oxide film
4 1s formed in the upper and side portions of the first
polysilicon layer 3 by thermal oxidation, and a second
polysilicon gate electrode 5 with the impurity concen-
tration decreased is formed thereon (FIG. 2D). A sec-
ond polysilicon gate oxide film 6 is formed in the upper
and side portions of the second polysilicon gate elec-
trode 5 by thermal oxidation, and a third polysilicon
gate electrode 7 and a fourth polysilicon gate electrode
8 are formed thereon.

‘The manufacturing method for the conventional EE-
PROM having a triple gate structure comprises the
steps of, for example, decreasing the concentration of
impurities contained in polysilicon and decreasing the
thermal oxidation temperature of a gate oxide film so
that the first polysilicon gate electrode and the second
polysilicon gate electrode have rough surfaces. How-
ever, it 1s difficult to make uniform the concentration of
impurities contained in polysilicon within the surface of
the silicon substrate. Therefore, the rough surfaces of
the polysilicon cannot be made uniform. Thus, electric
characteristics are not kept constant, yield of the EE-
PROM is decreased and the reliability is decreased.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide an
improved EEPROM and a manufacturing method
therefor.

Another object of the present invention is to reduce
the programming voltage of an EEPROM.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a method for manufacturing a semiconductor memory
device in which electrons can tunnel through an oxide
film of approximately 1000° A at a low voltage, irre-
spective of the concentration of impurities in polysili-
con and the thermal oxidation temperature on polysili-
con. .

The semiconductor memory device according to the
present invention comprises a semiconductor substrate
having a major surface and a predetermined impurity
concentration of a particular conductivity type, an insu-
lating layer formed on the major surface of said semi-
conductor substrate, a first gate electrode comprising
polysilicon containing an organic compound having a
molecular weight of more than 44 formed on said insu-
lating layer, and a second gate electrode comprising
polysilicon containing an organic compound having a
molecular weight of more than 44 and covering at lease
a part of said first gate electrode while being insulated
from said first gate electrode.
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In the manufacturing method for the semiconductor
memory device according to the present invention,
when a polysilicon gate having a low breakdown volt-
age such as a first polysilicon gate electrode and a sec-
~ond polysilicon gate electrode is formed, an organic
compound having a molecular weight of more than 44
1s contained in raw gas for growing polysilicon, such as
silane gas.

These objects and other objects, features, aspects and
advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the
present invention when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing a conventional EE-
PROM having a triple gate structure;

FIGS. 2A to 2E are diagrams showing processes in a
manufacturing method for the conventional EEPROM
"having a tnple gate structure;

FIG. 3 1s a diagram showing the relation between a
compound introduced into silane gas and the break-
down voltage between polysilicon;

FIG. 4 1s a schematic illustration of a CVD equip-
ment used to deposit polysilicon on a wafer according
to an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIGS. 5A to 5E are cross sectional views showing
processes of a manufacturing method for a semiconduc-
tor memory device according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS
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An organic compound having a molecular weight of ,;

more than 44 in raw gas reduces the voltage which
causes electrons to tunnel through an oxide film formed
between polysilicon gate electrodes by thermal oxida-
tion.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the above mentioned phe-
nomenon is described. FIG. 3 is a graph, axis of abscissa
of which represents a compound introduced into silane
gas and axis of ordinate of which represents the break-
down voltage between polysilicon layers with the oxide
film interposed therebetween. The graph shows the
relation between a compound introduced into silane gas
and the breakdown voltage between the polysilicon
layers. |

In this case, the condition of forming polysilicon is as
follows: the temperature is 600° to 650° C., the thickness
of an insulating layer between polysﬂlcon 1s 900° to
1000° A, the surface is not mugh and the concentrations

of compounds contained in silane gas are described in
FIG. 3.

In addition, the breakdown voltage is represented by
the voltage generated when current of 0.5u A flows
between polysilicon.

From FIG. 3, the following is seen.

(1) When foreign matter is not contained in silane gas,
the breakdown voltage is about 8§ MV/cm. When 17.1
ppm of ethyl acetate (molecular weight 88) is contained,
the breakdown voltage is reduced to about 4 MV/cm.
In addition, when 16.5 ppm of tetrahydrofuran (molecu-
lar weight 72 ppm) 1s contained, the breakdown voltage
is reduced to about 5 MV/cm.

(2) When carbon dioxide (molecular weight 44) and
ethane (molecular weight 30) are contained, the effect is
not recognized.
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(3) In the foregoing, when an organic compound
having a molecular weight of more than 44 is contained,
the breakdown voltage between polysﬂlcon can be re-
duced.

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5A to SE, description
1s made an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 1s a schematic illustration of a CVD equip-
ment used for implementing a manufacturing method
for an EEPROM according to the present invention.
The CVD equipment comprises a reaction tube 11, a gas
piping 13 for supplying raw gas 12 to the reaction tube
11, a heater 14 arranged around the reaction tube 11, a
vacuum pump 18 for exhausting air in the reaction tube
11, and an exhaust piping 18. Wafers 16 having polysili-
con layers deposited thereon are mounted ona board 17
and held in the reaction tube 11.

The condition of depositing polysilicon for imple-
menting the present invention is as follows: the degree
of vacuum is 0.1 to 0.5 Torr. The temperature is 600° to
650° C. The raw gas is silane gas and the flow rate
thereof 1s 100 to 200 cc/min, preferably, 150 cc/min.

FIG. 3A to SE are diagrams showing the sequential
steps of a method for manufacturing a semiconductor
memory device according to the present invention. A
first gate oxide film 2 is formed on a silicon substrate 1
by thermal oxidation (FIGS. 5A and 5B). A first
polysilicon layer serving as a write and select gate elec-
trode 1s then deposited by chemical vapor deposition
(FIG. 5C). When the first polysilicon layer is deposited,
a compound having a molecular weight of more than 44
comprising oxygen, hydrogen or carbon, such as ethyl
acetate and tetrahydrofuran is introduced into raw gas
such as silane gas. After conductive impurities are
added to the polysilicon layer to form a first polysilicon
gate electrode 3, a first polysilicon gate oxide film 4 is
formed by thermal oxidation. Thereafter, a second
polysilicon gate electrode 5§ serving as a floating gate
electrode 1s formed (FIG. 5D). On this occasion, a com-
pound having a molecular weight of more than 44 com-
prising oxygen, hydrogen or carbon, such as ethyl ace-
tate and tetrahydrofuran is also introduced into raw gas
such as silane gas, so that a polysilicon layer is deposited
by chemical vapor deposition. Conductive impurities
are added to the polysilicon layer, so that a second
polysilicon gate electrode § is formed by photolithogra-
phy and etching. A second polysilicon gate oxide film 6
is formed thereon again by thermal oxidation. A third
polysilicon gate electrode 7 and a fourth polysilicon
gate electrode 8 are deposited by chemical vapor depo-
sition, sO that a control gate electrode and an erase gate
electrode are formed (FIG. SE).

When the first polysilicon layer and the second
polysilicon layer are deposited, a compound having a
molecular weight of more than 44 comprising hydro-
gen, oxygen or carbon is introduced into raw gas such
as silane gas to form the first and second polysilicon
gate electrodes 3 and §. The first and second polysilicon
gate oxide films 4 and 6 are formed thereon by thermal
oxidation. As a result, the voltage which causes tunnel-
ing of electrons stored in the first and second polysili-
con gate electrodes 3 and § is reduced. Therefore, elec-
trons can be injected from the first polysilicon gate
electrode 3 to the second polysilicon gate electrode 5 or
from the second polysilicon gate electrode 5 to the third
polysilicon gate electrode 7 at a voltage of approxi-
mately 25 V even if the thicknesses of the polysilicon
oxide films between silicon gate electrodes are about
1000° A. In addition, uniform electric characteristics are
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obtained using this method, irrespective of variation in
the concentration of impurities in polysilicon.

In addition to the above described embodiment, the
present invention can be applied to a nonvolatile semi-
conductor memory device in which n or p type source
and drain are formed on the major surface of a silicon
substrate, so that electrons are injected into a floating
gate by hot electrons produced by avalanche break-
down in the silicon substrate and electrons are emitted
from the floating gate by applying electric field be-
tween the first polysilicon gate electrode and the con-
trol gate electrode (which is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
4,302,766 1ssued Nov. 24, 1981, entitled “Self-Limiting
Erasable Memory Cell with Triple Level Polysilicon”,
assigned to T.L).

Furthermore, the present invention is effective for all
of semiconductor devices which require to reduce the
breakdown voltage of an oxide film on a polysilicon
gate.

As described in the foregoing, according to the pres-
ent invention, when a polysilicon layer is formed, an
organic compound having a molecular weight of more
than 44 is introduced, so that the voltage at the time of
injecting electrons into the oxide film formed on the
polysilicon layer is reduced. Therefore, a method for
manufacturing a semiconductor memory device can be
obtained which permits tunneling of electrons through
an oxide film of approximately 1000° A at a low voltage,
irrespective of the concentration of impurities in
polysilicon and the thermal oxidation temperature on
polystlicon.

Although the present invention has been described
and illustrated in detail, it is clearly understood that the
same 1s by way of illustration and example only and is
not to be taken by way of limitation, the spirit and scope
of the present invention being limited only by the terms
of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A low break-down voltage semiconductor mem-
ory device, comprising

a semiconductor substrate having a major surface and
a predetermined impurity concentration of a par-
ticular conductivity type;

an msulating layer formed on the major surface of the
semiconductor substrate;

a first gate electrode formed on the insulating layer,
the first gate electrode comprising polysilicon sub-
jected 1n the presence of an organic compound
selected from the group consisting of ethyl acetate
and tetrahydrofuran to conditions effective to form
a low break-down voltage polysilicon; and

a second gate electrode covering at least a part of the
first gate electrode and being insulated therefrom,
the second gate electrode comprising polysilicon
subjected 1n the presence of an organic compound
selected from the group consisting of ethyl acetate
and tetrahydrofuran to conditions effective to form
a low break-down polysilicon.

2. A semiconductor memory device, comprising

a semiconductor substrate having a major surface and
a predetermined impurity concentration of a prede-
termined conductivity type;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

35

60

65

6

an insulating layer formed on the major surface of the
semiconductor substrate;

a first gate electrode formed on the insulating layer,
the first gate electrode comprising polysilicon pre-
pared in the presence of an organic compound
selected from the group consisting of ethyl acetate
and tetrahydrofuran; and

a second gate electrode covering at least a part of the
first gate electrode and being insulated therefrom,
the second gate electrode comprising low break-
down voltage polysilicon prepared in the presence
of an organic compound selected from the group
consisting of ethyl acetate and tetrahydrofuran; the
device prepared by a method comprising

preparing a semiconductor substrate having a major
surface and a predetermined impurity concentra-
tion of a specified conductivity type;

forming an insulating layer on the major surface of
the semiconductor substrate;

forming a first gate electrode by placing polysilicon
on the insulating layer in the presence of a gas
comprising an organic compound selected from the
group consisting of ethyl acetate and tetrahydrofu-
ran under conditions effective to form a low break-
down voltage polysilicon; and

forming a second gate electrode by placing polysili-
con on at least apart of the first gate electrode in
the presence of a gas comprising an organic com-
pound selected from the group consisting of ethyl
acetate and tetrahydrofuran under conditions ef-
fective to form a low break-down voltage polysili-
con, while insulating it therefrom.

3. A semiconductor memory device having a floating

gate electrode, comprising

a semiconductor substrate having a major surface and
a predetermined impurity concentration of a prede-
termined conductivity type;

an insulating layer formed on the major surface of the
semiconductor substrate;

a write and select gate electrode formed on the insu-
lating layer, the write and select gate electrode
comprising polysilicon subjected in the presence of
an organic compound selected from the group
consisting of ethyl acetate and tetrahydrofuran to
conditions effective to form a low break-down
voltage polysilicon;

a floating gate electrode covering at least a part of the
write and select gate electrode but insulated there-
from, the floating gate electrode comprising
polysilicon subjected in the presence of an organic
compound selected from the group consisting of
ethyl acetate and tetrahydrofuran to conditions
effective to form a low break-down voltage
polysilicon;

a control gate electrode comprising polysilicon cov-
ering a part of the floating gate electrode and being
insulated from the write and select and the floating
gate electrodes; and

an erase gate eiectrode comprising polysilicon cover-
ing at least a part of the floating gate electrode and
being insulated from the write and select gate elec-
trode, the floating gate electrode and the control

gate electrode.
x ® % x %
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