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RE-MAILABLE ENVELOPE WITH DOUBLE SIDE
ADDRESSING WINDOW

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention 1s directed to a mailing enve-
lope constructed to facilitate return mailing via the
same envelope in which an original message 1s dis-
patched.

Multi-part envelope structures, designed to be reused
by the original addressee for return to the original
sender are in general well known. They are frequently
used, for example, for sending of invoices, providing a
convenient vehicle for return of payment to the sender.
Known structures for this purpose, however, tend to be
relatively complicated to construct and use, and fre-
quently somewhat costly to manufacture. One example
of such re-mailable envelopes is represented by the
Blackman U.S. Pat. No. 5,025,980. That patent de-
~ scribes an envelope structure having a pair of overlap-
ping closure flaps, one of which is used to seal the enve-
lope for the first mailing, but i1s torn away by the ad-
dressee to gain access to the contents of the envelope.
The second closure flap is folded over the opposite way
and sealed to the opposite side of the envelope for re-
turn from the original addressee to the original sender.
The prior art structures includes a tear-away front panel
which carries the original address. Upon its removal, a
window or other addressable area 1s exposed under-
neath.

The envelope structure of the present invention rep-
resents an improvement in the described prior envelope,
both in terms of improved functionality, and in terms of
economy of manufacture. In addition, the structure of
the present invention is highly suitable for envelopes
constructed of lightweight paper, whereas the prior art
structure 1S more suitable for courier packages, for ex-
ample, where the envelope is constructed of a heavier
paperboard matenal.

In accordance with the present invention, an enve-
lope structure is provided with front and back main
panels foldably connected along the bottom edge of the
envelope and sealed together at the opposite side edges,
preferably by glue flaps. Each of the main panels carries
at 1ts upper edge a closure or sealing flap, one of which
is longer than the other. Each of the flaps has a sealing

margin along its free edge, provided with adhesive,

with the adhesive area of the longer flap lying in an area
which 1s beyond the free edge of the shorter flap.

In accordance with one feature of the invention, each
main panel of the envelope is provided with an address-
able area, most advantageously a window, for display of
a destination address contained on the contents of the
envelope. |

In the envelope of the invention, the longer or first-
used sealing flap is folded over the back panel of the
envelope and sealed thereto for the first mailing. The
original destination address is visible through a window
on the front panel of the envelope. At the destination
address, the first sealing flap is torn away along the top
edge of the front panel to which it is hinged, and also at
or adjacent 1ts sealed free edge, in order to gain access
to the contents of the envelope. For re-mailing, the
orientation of the envelope 1s reversed and the address
is provided on the original back panel of the envelope,
most advantageously by display through a window
provided thereon. The second sealing flap, hinged to
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the original back panel of the envelope, is folded over
the original front panel and sealed thereto. In the pro-
cess, the second sealing flap overlies and covers the
original postage and cancellation marks.

In some constructions of the new envelope, the re-
spective sealing flaps may be of such length as to extend
down over and cover the unused address area of the
envelope.

For a better understanding of the above and other
features and advantages of the invention, reference
should be made to the following detailed description of
preferred embodiments, and to the accompany draw-
ings.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank for a re-mailable
envelope constructed in accordance with the invention.

FIG. 2 is a view of the back side of a re-mailable
envelope formed from the blank of FIG. 1 closed and
ready for mailing.

FIG. 3 1s a view of the opposite side of the envelope
of FIG. 2 after opening of the original envelope and
preparation for re-mailing.

FIG. 4 is a view of the opposite or addressable side of
the envelope of FIG. 3, in a form ready for re-mailing.

FIGS. 5-14 9 are illustrations, as in cross section taken
along line 5—§ of FIG. 1, of representative systems
which may be employed for opening of the first sealing
flap of the envelope.

FIGS. 10 and 11 are opposite side views of an enve-
lope, similar to that of FIGS. 2 and 3, provided with a
modified sealing flap arrangement.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawing, the reference numeral
10 designates generally a cut blank for constructing a
re-mailable envelope according to the invention. Typi-
cally and desirably, the blank will be formed of a suit-
able lightweight paper of normal envelope grade, either
airmail or regular weight, aithough heavier stock may
be employed if desired for special purposes. The blank
includes main panels 11, 12 integrally joined along a
bottom hinge line 13. The main panels 11, 12 form the
front and back panels of the envelope, with the panel 11
constituting the original front panel, and the panel 12
constituting the original back panel of the envelope.
The respective front and back panels 11, 12 are folded
along the bottom edge fold line 13 and are sealed along
their respective side edges to form an open top envelope
pouch. Advantageously, short glue flaps 14, 15 are
hinged along the opposite side edges 16, 17 respectively
of one of the flaps (the front flap 11 in the illustration).
These flaps are folded inward and adhesively jomed to
the confronting edge margins 18, 19 of the opposite
main panel.

In its preferred and most advantageous form, each of
the main panels 11, 12 1s provided with an address dis-
play window 20, 21, and these typically will be closed
by a transparent panels 22, 23 adhesively mounted on
the inside surfaces of the panels 11, 12 around the pe-
riphery of the respective display windows. In the 1llus-
trated arrangement, the display windows are located 1n
corresponding areas of their respective main panels (1.e.
lower right-hand corner in the illustration). They may
be located in any convenient manner, however.
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A first sealing flap 25 i1s integrally attached to the top
edge of the original front panel 11, along a fold-line 26.
Adjacent its free edge, the first sealing flap 25 is pro-
vided with an area 27 of adhesive. This adhesive is
applied to the “inside” surface of the paper, which is the 5
surface visible in FI1G. 1 of the drawings.

A second sealing flap 28 1s integrally attached to the
original back panel 12 along a fold line 29 at the upper
edge of the panel. The second sealing panel also has an
adhesive area 30 along its free edge, also on the “inside”
surface of the envelope blank.

According to the invention, the overall length of the
second sealing flap 28, from the fold line 29 to the free
edge 31, is less than the distance from the fold line 26 of
the first sealing flap to the adhesive area 27 of that flap. 15

To use the envelope for a first mailing, contents are
inserted in the envelope in a manner to display the first
destination address through the original front panel
window 20. The first sealing flap 25 is then folded rear-
wardly over the upper portion of the original back
panel 12. The second sealing flap 28 1s also folded back-
- ward, over the top of the original back panel 12. The
adhesive area 27 of the first sealing flap is then sealed to
the outer surface of the panel 12, substantially in the
manner shown in FIG. 2 of the drawing.

As reflected in FIG. 2, the lower edge 31 of the sec-
ond sealing flap lies well above the lower edge 32 of the
first sealing flap, such that the entire adhesive area 27 of
the first flap lies below the lower edge 31 of the second
flap. The first address is displayed through the window 30
20 in the original front panel of the envelope. Likewise,
the original postage is applied to the front panel 11, In
an area generally indicated at 33 in FIG. 2.

For opening of the envelope at the first destination,
tear means are provided, at least in the vicinity of the 35
hinge line 26 and normally also along the inside edge of
the adhesive area 27, so that the original sealing flap 25
may be cleanly removed along the top of the envelope.
Typically, the adhesively attached lower margin of the
flap, designated by the reference numeral 34 in FIG. 4, 40
remains fixed to the panel 12. FIGS. §5-8 show typical
and representative arrangements to facilitate clean re-
moval of the sealing flap 25§ by the first addressee. It
should be understood, however, any of a huge variety
of opening devices may be employed. -

In FIG. §, the sealing flap 25 is formed with a line of
weakness 40 along the inside margin of the adhesive
area 27. A tear strip 41, of relatively tougher material
than the substance of the envelope, is bonded to the
inside surface 42 of the flap. The tear strip 41 extends
across the full width of the flap, and has one edge
aligned adjacent the axis of the hinge 26, represented by
a vertical dotted line in FIGS. §-8. A strip of plastic
material may be suitable for the tear strip 41. Its precise
location is not significant, it may straddle the hinge line 55
26 if desired.

To open the envelope with the arrangement of FIG.

5, the tear strip 41 is drawn across the width of the
envelope to free the upper edge of the flap 25. The flap
can then be gripped and torn away along the line of 60
weakness 40.

In the illustration of FIG. 6, the envelope flap 25 is
provided with a line of weakness 43 generally coincid-
ing with the axis of the hinge 26. A tear strip 44 is se-
~ cured to inside surface 42 of the flap and extends across
its full width adjacent the inner edge of the adhesive
area 27. Lines of weakness 45, may be provided adja-
cent one or both side edges of the tear strip 44 to facili-
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tate its removal. After the tear strip 44 is torn away, the
freed envelope flap is then gripped and torn away along
the line of weakness 43 at the hinge line. |

In the arrangement of FIG. 7, lines of weakness 46, 47
are provided at the upper and lower tear-away areas,
allowing the flap 25 to be engaged at one side edge and
torn free along the spaced lines of weakness 46, 47.
 In the arrangement of FIG. 8, the sealing flap 25 is
provided on its inside surface 42 with a pair of tear strip
elements 49, 50 adjacent respectively the hinge line 26
and a line of weakness 51 adjacent the inside edge of the
adhesive area 27. In the illustrated arrangement, a guide
strip 52 is provided adjacent the upper tear strip 49 to
confine the tear line. A line of weakness could also be
employed, as will be understood.

Instead of providing a widely spaced pair of tear
strips 49, 50, it may be useful to provide a single thin flat
plastic sheet 53, as shown in FIG. 9, with the opposite
edges of the single plastic sheet performing the function
of separate tear strips 49, 50.

For re-mailing of the envelope after opening and
removal of the first sealing flap 25, new contents are
placed in the envelope, this time with the address infor-
mation visible through the window 21 provided in the
original back panel 12. The second sealing flap 28, at-
tached to the original back panel (now the front panel)
12 is folded over the top of the envelope and adhesively
secured to the original front panel 11. As shown partic-
ularly in FIG. 3, the second sealing flap 28, when folded
over and sealed to the original front panel 11, covers
over the original postage stamp or imprint and the re-
lated cancellation data. '

FIG. 4 of the drawing iliustrates the front of the
envelope prepared for the second mailing. The original
back panel of the envelope now functions as the front
panel and receives postage 55 in the usual location and
with the second address visible through the window 21
provided in the original back panel. The window which
remains on the opposite side of the envelope is unused
and contains no address information.

With any of the opening arrangements illustrated in
FIGS. 5-8, the front face of the envelope, 1 its re-mail-
ing configuration, includes the adhesively attached strip
34 from which the balance of the first sealing flap 25 has
been separated. In appropriate cases, the adhesive 27
used to secure the margin 34 may be of a releasable
pressure sensitive type, enabling the strip 34 to be re-
moved entirely from the panel 12. In such cases, it
would not be necessary to provide for a line of weak-
ness or a tear strip along the inside edge of the adhesive
area, as in the examples of FIGS. §-8.

To facilitate opening of the envelope by the second
addressee, the second sealing flap 28 may be provided
with a convenient tear opening feature, preferably in
the vicinity of the hinge line 29. Conveniently, this can
be in the form of a tear strip element 70 extending across
the width of the sealing flap and provided with tear-
away tabs 71 at each end, to facilitate gripping and
pulling of the tear element 70. The specifics of the tear
opening features for both flaps are not critical to the
invention, although it is very desirable that some facility
be provided to enable a clean opening of at least the first
sealing flap 25.

In an advantageous modification of the invention, the
first and second sealing flaps may be of sufficient length
to cover substantial portions of the envelope main pan-
els 11, 12. The relative length relationship of the first
and second flaps would remain the same, of course, 1n -
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that the first sealing flap 1s of sufficiently greater length
than the second flap to enable the first flap to be sealed
to the original back panel of the envelope.

The modified arrangement is shown in FIGS. 10 and
11 of the drawing, where the broken line 80 represents
the outline of the first sealing flap and the broken line 81
represents the outline of the second sealing flap. When
the modified envelope is closed for its first mailing, as
reflected 1n FIG. 10, the first sealing flap 80 is of suffi-
cient length to cover the future address area otherwise
exposed at the back of the envelope. In the re-mailing
configuration, shown in FIG. 11, the second sealing flap
81 is of sufficient length to cover over the first address
area as well as the original postage.

Particularly in the last described modification, it may
be convenient to use pre-printed addressing and/or
address labels on the envelope, inasmuch as the inactive
address area 1s covered by the active sealing flap 80 or
81. Of course, address windows, such as the windows
20, 21, may also be employed. Desirably, such windows
are located in an area to enable the inactive window to
be fully covered by the active sealing flap 80, 81.

The structure of the invention represents a significant
improvement in re-mailable envelopes, particularly
with respect to its simplicity and economy of manufac-
ture, and its ease of use.-

It should be understood, of course, that the specific
form of the invention herein illustrated and described is
intended to be representative only, as certain changes
may be made therein without departing from the clear
teachings of the disclosure. Accordingly, reference
should be made to the following appended claims in
determining the full scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A re-mailable envelope which comprises

(a) first and second panels, each having bottom, side
and top edges and inside and outside surfaces,

(b) said first and second panels being joined at the
bottom and side edges to form an envelope with an
open top,

(c) the outside surface of each said first and second
panels having an area for the presentation of a
mailing address and an area near the top for affix-
Ing postage,

(¢) a first sealing flap foldably connected to the top
edge of said first panel along a first hinge line and
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a second sealing flap foldably connected to the top
edge of said second panel along a second hinge line,

(d) said first and second sealing flaps each having a
free edge spaced from the respective first and sec-
ond hinge lines,

(e) said first sealing flap being of greater length than
said second sealing flap whereby, when said first
sealing flap is folded over against the outer surface
of said second panel to close the top of said enve-
lope, a predetermined free edge margin of said first
sealing flap extends beyond the free edge of said
second sealing flap,

(f) securing means on said free edge margin for secur-
ing said first sealing flap to the outside surface of
said second panel to close and seal said envelope
for mailing,

(g) said first sealing flap having tear line defining
means adjacent said first hinge line to enable re-
moval of said first sealing flap for opening of said
envelope without damaging said panels or said
second sealing flap,

(h) said tear line defining means including a tear strip
secured to an inside surface of said first sealing flap
immediately adjacent said first hinge line and
means adjacent one edge of and cooperating with
said tear strip to define a line of severance substan-
tially at said first hinge line, and

(1) securing means on said second sealing flap for
securing said flap to the outside surface of said first
panel to close and seal said envelope for a further
mailing,

(3) said second sealing flap, when folded over and
secured to said first panel, at least partially obscur-
ing postage previously affixed to said first panel,

(k) said second panel having a window therein for the
presentation of a mailing address,

(1) said first sealing flap being of sufficient length to
cover said window.

-2. A re-mailable envelope according to claim 1, fur-

ther characterized by

(a) said first panel having a window therein for the
presentation of a mailing address,

(b) said second sealing flap being of sufficient length

to cover said second window.
* *x * % K
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