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PLANTER SYSTEM WITH
CHANGE-CONFIGURATION, POP-OUT
IMITATOR STRUCTURE

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

This mvention relates to a useful and decorative
planter system featuring change-configuration, pop-out
visual imitator structure, and also to pop-out imitator
structure which is used in such a system in cooperation
with a planting-soil-and seed packet-containing planting
container.

Over many years, there has dcvelcrped in this and
other countries a strong and growing interest in deco-
rating homes, offices and many other spaces with living
plant material in visually pleasing containers. In particu-
lar, there has developed a significant attraction to plant-
mg from seed, nurturing, and caring for resulting plant
material. Not only have these interests blossomed with
respect to systems and plant materials which are,
strictly speaking, solely visually decorative, but also
there is a large interest in raising and carrying for leaf-
ing and flowering edible, or otherw1se food and bever-
age related, plant substances.

The present invention focuses attention on this sub-
stantial interest by proposing an extremely simple, ele-
gant, satisfying and highly visually attractive planter
system which offers not only the pleasure of growing
selected plant materials from seeds, in what might be
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drainage cooperation which exists between the con-
tainer and a removable lid therefor.

FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 illustrate, on one sheet, three differ-
ent, currently proposed embodiments for the system of
the invention, with the uppermost figure illustrating the

- embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-6, inclusive, namely,
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thought of as a self-contained, ready-to-start organiza-

tion, but also a system which, at extremely low cost, and
with great simplicity, offers a visually pleasing plant
container and an imitator jacket structure for the con-
tainer. |

An important object of the present invention, which
augments the object of providing a system of the type
Just outlined above, is to offer the same in a relatively
low-cost, easily handled and simple-to-use form.

These and various other objects and advantages
which are offered and promoted by the present inven-
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tion will become more fully apparent as the description

which now follows is read in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s a top, front-side, perspective view illustrat-
ing a planter system constructed in accordance with the
present invention, with the same shown in the manner
that 1t appears to a user in a pre-use condition.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view taken from the back side

of the system of FIG. 1, all other conditions being the
same as those shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a plan view taken from the top side of FIG.
1, with a fragmentary portion removed to reveal con-
tents of a container in the system.

FIG. 4 is a plan view taken from the bottom side of
FIG. 1 illustrating a drainage port in the base of the
container, with an adhered sealing strip partially peeled
away to expose the port.

FIG. 5§ is a reduced-scale view 11]ustrat1ng compo-
nents m the proposed planter system in conditions
which exist after the same is opened for and in use, and
in addition, after planted seeds have sprouted and devel-
oped to produce plant matenal.

FIG. 6 1s an enlarged, fragmentary, cross-sectional

detail, taken generally in the region of the two curved

arrows shown at 6—6 in FIG. 5, illustrating nestled

one with a “teapot” imitator structure, the middle view
illustrating a system with “flower-watering-can” imita-
tor structure, and the bottom view illustrating a system
with an “animal-form” (chicken) imitator structure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF, AND BEST
MODE FOR CARRYING OUT, THE INVENTION

‘Turning now to the drawings, and referring first of all
to FIGS. 1-6, inclusive, indicated generally at 10 is a
planter system including change-configuration, pop-out
visual imitator structure comnstructed in accordance
with the present invention. Included in system 10 are a
planting container 12 and what is referred to herein as a
change-configuration jacket structure -14 (see particu-
larly FIGS. 1, 2, and §).

Container 12, as can be seen, is disclosed herein as
being generally cylindrical in construction with a re-
movable circular lid 16, and a circular base 18 which, as
can be seen in FIG. 4, is provided with an elongate,
slot-like drainage port 18¢ which, prior to use of system
10, 1s sealed by a removable adhesive strip 20—shown
partially peeled away in FIG. 4 to expose port 18a.

Focusing attention for a moment on FIGS. 3, 4, 5 and
6, hd 16 has a somewhat dish-like construction, with a
radially outwardly projecting perimetral flange 16a
which is adapted to fit within the downwardly project-
ing rim 18b that defines the perimeter of base 18. In
FIG. 6, lid 16 is shown in a condition spaced below base
18, and about to be seated or nestled upwardly within
rim 185. In FIG. 6, the nestled condition is shown. This
arrangement conveniently permits removed lid 16 to act
as a drainage collector beneath port 18a¢ for water
which is introduced, as will be mentioned shortly, into
the inside of container 12.

Jacket structure 14 includes a cylindrical sleeve 144
which extends snugly about the cylindrical portion of

-~ container 12, and pop-out visual imitator structure in-
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cluding a pair of pop-out elements 1454, 14¢. In the con-
dition in which system 10 is shown in FIGS. 1-4, inclu-
sive, and with the exception of the partially peeled
away status illustrated for strip 20 in FIG. 4, all compo-
nents are shown in the conditions in which they arrive
in the hands of the prospective user. In this condition,

the two elements in the pop-out structure are folded

against and adjacent the part of sleeve 14a which is
shown in FIG. 2, and are held in this stored condition
preferably by a suitable transparent shrink-wrap-like
material. In this condition of the system, an appropriate
instructional booklet 22 is gripped against the side of the
sleeve between elements 144, 14c.

FIGS. 5 and 6 in the drawings illustrate certain condi-
tions which exist in the system after the same has been
“opened up” for use. In this situation, shrink wrap mate-
rial has been removed, and the elements in the pop-out
structure have been folded out (to a non-stored condi-
tion) to cooperate with the sleeve and with the body of
container 12 to imitate, visually, yet another kind of
structure. Lid 16 is removed and placed for drainage
assistance beneath port 18¢ which, by this time, has
been opened, and booklet 22 is removed for reference
by the user. In the particular embodiment now being
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discussed, pop-out element 145 takes the form of a pour-

ing spout, and element 14¢, the form of a handle, both of

which components cooperate with sleeve 14ag and con-
tainer 12 to imitate a liquid-pouring structure in the
general form and appearance of a teapot. Preferably, the
now exposed surfaces of the imitator structure reveal
suitable printed patterning which enhances the visual
attractiveness for the teapot-imitating structure.

Referring for a moment to FIG. 3, contained within
container 12 is a suitable supply 24 of a planting-soil
material, entirely conventional in composition, and in
addition, a packet 26 of a pre-selected category of plant
seeds. While, clearly, various selected categories of
seeds may be used and provided in system 10, an inter-
esting feature of the embodiment now being described is
that packet 26 contains geeds which, when planted in
soil 24 and appropriately watered, will germinate and
blossom into herbs that are usable for seasoning tea.
This growth product is illustrated generally at 28 in
FIG. 16. There is thus, ultimately, and in the situation
now being described, a strong connective relationship
extant between the category of the plant material and
the character of the imitated structure.

Typical use of system 10 from the time of purchase
should be readily apparent. The user removes the shrink
wrap, pops out the pop-out elements, separates the in-
struction booklet for use, and removes lid 16. The lid is
placed beneath the base 18 in the manner illustrated in
FIGS. 5 and 6, seeds from packet 26 are planted in the
soll material, and water is added as needed. Excess

water, if such exists, drains conveniently from port 18a

into the “dish” portion of lid 16, from which it evapo-
rates or 1s emptied. The pop-out structure along with
the sleeve and the underlying container cooperate
pleasingly to imitate another structure, and the entirety
thereof cooperates, uitimately, with developed plant
growth to produce an overall visually pleasing and
useful assembly.

The second plate of drawings, which includes FIGS.
7, 8 and 9, shows three currently proposed, specific
embodiments of the system of the invention. In particu-
lar, it shows these three embodiments looked at from
similar points of view with plant material fully gener-
ated. FIG. 7 illustrates the embodiment which has been
described so far in conjunction with FIGS. 1-6, inclu-
sive. F1G. 8 shows at 30 yet another embodiment of the
system wherein the imitated structure takes the form of
a flower-watering can. Plant material here, shown at 32
takes the form of edible flowers, something which such
a watering can, in real life, might well be used to tend.
F1G. 9 illustrates at 34 a system featuring an imitation of
an animal form, herein a chicken, with the head portion
shown on the right side of FIG. 9 and the tail portion
shown on the left side of this figure. Plant material 36
tilustrated here takes the form of seasoning herbs useful
in cooking, and thus also has a category which is re-
lated, 1n a sense, to the character of the structure imi-
tated.

Thus a preferred embodiment (in several slight varia-
tions) has been illustrated and described herein which
effectively meets the interests and objectives set forth
earlier. And, while three specific imitated structures
have been addressed in the description above, one
should recognize that the planter system of the inven-
tion, and the jacket imitator structure therein, could be
expressed in a variety of different specific forms. So,
also, could the contained plant material differ from the
several examples given above.
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Accordingly, one should recognize that variations
and modifications may be made without departing from
the spirit of the invention.
It 1s claimed and desired to secure by Letters Patent:
1. A planter system featuring change-configuration
visual imitator structure comprising
a container adapted to contain a planting-soil material
for receiving selected plant seeds, and |

change-configuration jacket structure mounted on
said container including a sleeve extending at least
partially about said container, and pop-out struc-
ture joined to said sleeve adjustable between a
stored condition folded adjacent and against, and in
such condition generally topographically congru-
ent and conformal with, the sleeve, and a non-
stored, extending condition, in which latter condi-
tion the pop-out structure becomes topographi-
cally non-congruent and non-conformal with the
sleeve, and, together with the sleeve, cooperates
with said container to imitate, visually, yvet another
structure. |

2. The system of claim 1, wherein said pop-out struc-
ture includes a pair of pop-out elements, one of which
imitates a pouring spout, and the other of which imitates
a carrying handle, said elements, along with said sleeve,
cooperating with said container to imitate a liquid-pour-
ing structure.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein said pop-out struc-
ture includes a pair of pop-out elements one of which
illustrates the head portion of an animal, and the other

of which imitates the tail portion of the same animal,

said elements along with said sleeve cooperating with
said container to imitate such an animal.
4. A planter system featuring change-configuration
visual imitator structure comprising
a container including a removable lid and containing
planting-soil material and a packet of selected plant
seeds intended for planting in such material, and
change-configuration jacket structure including a
sleeve mounted on said container, and pop-out
structure joined to said sleeve adjustable between a
stored condition folded adjacent and against, and in
such condition generally topographically congru-
ent and conformal with, the sleeve, and a non-
stored, extending condition, in which latter condi-
tion the pop-out structure becomes topographi-
cally non-congruent and non-conformal with the
sleeve, and, together with the sleeve, cooperates
with said container to imitate, visually, yet another
structure.
S. The system of claim 4, wherein the seeds provided

in said packet are intended to produce plant material of

a certain category, and said yet another structure has a
character that is related to such category.
6. The system of claim 4, wherein said container has
a base with an openable drainage port, and said lid, in a
removed condition, is designed to fit nestled beneath
said base and to act there as a drainage collection struc-
ture. |
7. Jacket imitator structure for use in a planting sys-
tem including a planting container adapted to contain
planting-soil material and seeds for planting therein,
said imitator structure comprising
a sleeve mountable on such a container, and joined to
said sleeve
pop-out structure adjustable, under circumstances
with the imitator structure in place on a container,
between a stored condition folded adjacent and
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against, and in such condition generally topograph- with the sleeve, and, together with the sleeve, in-

ically congruent and conformal with, said sleeve, teracts to imitate. when installed with such
and a non-stored, extending condition, in which: cracts to imtiate, when installed with such a con-

latter condition the pop-out structure becomes tainer, visually yet another structure.
topographically non-congruent and non-conformal 5 * *x x x
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