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[57) ABSTRACT

An image processing system has a reading device for
reading an image of an original line by line, which re-
peats the reading operation at a predetermined cycle. A
moving device moves an image reading position of the
reading device in accordance with a driving signal. A
driving device supplies to the moving device the driv-
ing signal for moving the image reading position of the
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IMAGE READING APPARATUS

This application 1s a division of application Ser. No.
07/724,466, filed Jun. 27, 1991, now U.S. Pat. No.
5,164,845 which in turn is a continuation of application
- Ser. No. 07/419,718, filed Oct. 11, 1989, now aban-
doned. |

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image reading
apparatus for reading an image on the original.

2. Related Background Art

The applicant of the present invention has proposed
the image reading apparatus used for a digital copying
machine, a image reader, and facsimile or the like in
U.S. Pat. No. 4,864,416, U.S. application Ser. No.
917,549, U.S. Pat. No. 4,663,672 etc. Some of these
apparatuses employ the so-called optical system which
scans the original placed on the glass of the original
table by a light source and a mirror and forms its image
on the read sensor. As illustrated in FIG. 1. The optical
system 1lluminates the original P placed on the fixed
glass 100 of the original table by a rod-shaped light
source 101, reflects upon the required light of the im-
age, which is the reflection of original P, by mirrors
102, 103 and 104 and further focuses the light of the
image on the read sensor 106 such as a one-dimensional
CCD image sensor, through the image forming lens 1085.

In this case, the length of the light path extending
from the surface of the original to the image forming
lens 105 is always kept constant by setting the scanning
speed of mirror 103 and 104 in the direction of arrow Q
at a speed equal to one-half of the scanning speed in the
direction of arrow Q of light source 101 and mirror 102.

Among this kind of image reading apparatus, there
are some which require repeated interruption/resump-
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ruption of reading do not properly match each other
and the picture quality deteriorates.

Generally speaking, a read sensor such as a CCD
image sensor is driven by pulses of a fixed interval, from
the necessity to keep the reading output uniform. On the
other hand, in order to ensure a smooth start/stop of the
pulse motor which causes light source, mirror etc. to
scamn, it is indispensable to have a slow up/slow down
control. Therefore, in order to properly match the im-
ages before and after interruption/resumption of read-
ing, it is necessary to simultaneously satisfy the afore-

- mentioned two requirements which are fundamentally
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tion of reading whenever necessary during reading of 4q

one page of the original for convenience of the recipient
of data. For example, in the case of an image scanner for
computer input, when the buffer of the host computer
for temporary storage of received data becomes full, the
temporary reading by the image scanner is suspended
and reading is resumed when the data processing by
host computer is completed and input becomes possible.

That 1s, the image scanner shown in FIG. 1 sends the
image data to the host computer upon receipt of a data
output demand signal from the host computer (not indi-
cated in the Figure) and the host computer first stores
the delivered image data in the buffer memory and then
processes the image by taking out the image data stored
in the buffer memory one after another. Here, if the said
buffer memory becomes full of image data (hereinafter
called the Buffer Full State) while the host computer is
processing the image (hereinafter called the Busy state),
the host computer sends a data output stop signal to the
said image scanner to avoid overflow of delivered data,
and thereby suspends the temporary the reading. When
the said host computer is liberated from Busy state and
buffer memory becomes empty of image data (hereinaf-
ter called Buffer Empty), the host computer sends the
data output demand signal to the image scanner and the
image scanner resumes reading. |

When such interruption/resumption is done while
reading of one page of the original, the problem may
occur that the images before and after the point of inter-

contradictory with each other.

To solve this problem, with the conventional image
reading apparatus, the exposure scanning system is
caused to retreat by n lines after interruption if n lines
are necessary for slow up and when the system is re-
sumed, slow up is made during this n line delay and
image reading is begun from the (n+ 1)th line, thus
properly matching the image to the image before the
interruption but such arrangement causes s substantial
delay of processing spéeed.

In a case where the pulse motor must be started and
stopped by the specified driving frequency pulses in the
state where scanning is being performed under station-
ary conditions (hereinafter called the Stationary State),
the rotation frequency of the pulse motor under the
Stationary State must be set within the range where the
performance can follow-up the driving frequency of
pulse motor, that is, within the range of the auto-start up
frequency to meet the torque necessary for performing
the said scanning. In addition, it is necessary to provide
a sufficient torque margin taking into account the varia-
tion of load due to change of environmental tempera-
ture and decrease of torque of the motor itself. There-
fore as illustrated in FIG. 2, when the number of pulses
required for forwarding the motor by 1 line is N and the
cycle of reading interval of the CCD image sensor is T,
the driving frequency of pulse motor is N/T (pps) and
when the driving load is t; (Kg-cm) and the pull-in
torque for driving frequency N/T (pps) is t2 (Kg-cm),
the motor start up torque t(Kg cm) is so set as to satisfy

- t1<ts<ty and t;—t1 under this state becomes the torque
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margin Mt. This torque margin Mt should theoretically
be smaller at the Stationary State than at start up time
but 1t is in reality by far larger at the Stationary State
than at start-up time. Excessive torque becomes the
cause of vibration of the motor itself or the scanning
system and in particular at the time of stopping, it falls
into a state as if an emergency brake has been engaged
and as a result clattering of the motor itself and the
scanning system due to vibration becomes substantial.
In other words, when interruption/resumption perfor-
mance is made during reading, the image output of the
original as shown in FIG. 3A becomes as shown in FIG.
3B and the images before and after the point of interrup-
tion/resumption do not connect properly due to the
aforesaid vibration and thus picture quality deteriorates.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention was accomplished in view of
the aforementioned facts and provides the image read-
ing apparatus which can read an original image in a
preferred manner.

In still another aspect, the present invention provides
the image reading apparatus wherein reading of the
image is performed without disturbance even when
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performance is interrupted during reading of the origi-
nal image. |

In still another aspect, the present invention provides
the 1mage reading apparatus wherein the reading per-
formance can be resumed in preferred manner even
when interruption of reading occurs during reading of
the original image.

In still another aspect, the present invention provides
the 1image reading apparatus wherein reading perfor-
mance can be stopped in a preferred manner even when

interruption occurs during reading of the original im-
age.

The aforementioned objectives and effects of the
present invention and other objectives and effects will
be evident from the following explanation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FI1G. 11s a schematic view to illustrate the example of
composition of an image reading apparatus (image scan-
ner) of the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows a frequency-torque characteristic curve
of a pulse motor.

FIG. 3A is a view illustrating an original wherein
radial lines are drawn.

FIG. 3B is a view illustrating an example of output
obtained by reading the original of the said FIG. 3(a) by
the scanner of a conventional apparatus.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show a schematic view of the con-
struction of the image reading apparatus which prac-
tises the present invention.

FIG. § and FIG. 17 are the block diagrams of the
image reading apparatus which practices the present
invention.

FIG. 6 1s a timing chart indicating the image reading
performance.

FIGS. 7A and 7B show a view illustrating an example
of an image having been read and the reproduced im-
age.

FIGS. 8, 11, 13, 15 and 18 are the timing charts illus-
trating the performance of the image reading apparatus
which practises the present invention.

FIGS. 9(a-d) are views illustrating the state of vibra-
tion of an exposure scanning mechanism.

FIGS. 10, 12, 14 and 16 are the driving circuit dia-
grams of a pulse motor.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Illustrative Embodiment 1

Hereunder 1s explained the first illustrative embodi-
ment wherein the present invention is applied.

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate the outline of the compo-
sition of the image reading apparatus of the first illustra-
tive embodiment of the present invention. In the Figure,

1 is read sensor wherein a plural number of light receiv-

ing devices such as CCDs used for a reader means are
arranged on a straight line, the sensor being installed in
the main body 2. At the upper surface of main body 2 is
provided the original placing glass 3 so that the original
P placed on the original placing glass 3 is exposed and
scanned by the exposure scanning mechanism and the
image is formed on the read sensor 1.

The exposure scanning mechanism is composed of a
wire-driven lamp unit 5, mirror unit 6 and lens 7. Lamp
unit 6 is equipped with an illumination lamp L compris-
ing, for example, a rod-shaped halogen lamp, which
illuminates the original! P and a first mirror M1 which
reflects the light of the image coming from the surface
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4

of the original irradiated by illumination lamp L toward
the mirror unit 6. Mirror unit 6 is provided with the
second and third mirrors M2 and M3 which reflects the
light of the image reflected by the 1st mirror M1 toward
the read sensor 1.

Lamp unit § and mirror unit 6 are supported by a pair
of rails 82 and 8b so that scanning can be done in parallel

to the light axis while holding the position at a right
angle to the light axis of the aforementioned lens 7.

Pulse motor 9, which is the driving source to move
lamp unit § and mirror unit 6 for scanning in the auxil-
iary scanning direction Q which is perpendicular to the
main scanning direction of read sensor 1, the rotary
force of the driving source being transmitted to driving
drum 10 via a line of gears. Generally speaking, for this
sort of image reading apparatus, the pulse motor is fre-
quently used as the driving source because 1t facilitates
position control and speed control. Two wires 11¢ and
115 connected at one point are wound around the driv-
ing drum 10. One end of each wire, fixed to lamp unit §
at certain point, semi-circles around the outer circum-
ferences of a respective one of pulleys 12z and 12b
provided at both ends of mirror unit 6 and is fixed to the
main body. The other ends of wires 11¢ and 11) semi-
circle on the outer circumferences of pulleys 12a and
12H and are connected to the tension spring 13. In this
way, mirror unit 6 scans at a speed equal to haif of the
scanning speed of lamp unit § according to the principle
of a dynamic pulley, and consequently the length of
light path from the surface of the original to lens 7 being
is held always constant for the entire scanning region.

The lamp unit § and mirror unit 6 are normally set on
the home position near the starting point of original
reading by home position sensor not indicated in the
Figure. When a reading start order is received from the
host computer connected to the said reading apparatus,
a motor driving pulse synchronizing with the read syn-
chro-signal is given to pulse motor 9 and pulse motor 9
rotates to initiate the scanning the exposure scanning
mechanism in the direction of auxiliary scanning direc-
tion Q and the read image data are transmitted to the
host computer.

The host computer processes the received image
data. But if the host computer is in the Busy state or its
buffer which temporarily stores the received data is full,
so that 1t is impossible to process the image data, the
host computer gives a reading interruption command to
the reading apparatus. When a reading apparatus re-
ceives this command signal, it stops the rotation of
motor 9 and stops the travelling scanning of the expo-
sure scanning mechanism stops transmission of image
data signal to the host computer and tape a stand-by
state. When the buffer becomes empty or conditions
otherwise permit, a reading resumption command is
given by the host computer and reading is resumed
from such point. . |

FIG. 5 is an example of a block diagram for process-
ing of image data read by the image reading apparatus.
An analog image signal coming from read sensor 21,
driven by the driving signal given by the sensor driving
circuit 20, is amplified by the amplifier 22, converted
into digital image signal and inputted into image pro-
cessing circuit 24. At the image processing circuit 24,
the digital image signal is converted into a binary signal
in accordance with the instruction given by CPU27.
CPU27 supplies the threshold value for conversion into
a binary signal and the data for shading compensation to
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the image processing circuit, using the image processing
parameter stored in ROM28. According to the reading
interruption/resumption command given by the host
computer, CPU27 also outputs the driving pulse formed
by the internal timer to the motor driving circuit 29
which drives pulse motor 9 based on the driving signal
given by the sensor driving circuit 20. The output of
image processing circuit 24 is divided into two parts and
one part is connected via buffer memory 25 to the sec-
ond stage selector 26 which performs selection accord-
ing to the instruction of CPU27 while the other part is
connected to the selector 26 directly.

An 1mage sensor such as a CCD usually functions
according to the clock signals emitted at a certain inter-
val. To process one line of image data requires two
cycles (2T). As illustrated in FIG. 6, in the first cycle,
image reading (electric charge accumulation by photoe-
lectric conversion) is executed and in the following
cycle, read data is transmitted.

- Usually, selector 26 is directly connected to image
processing circuit 24 and in the succeeding reading
cycle, transfer of data A, B and C to the host computer
1s executed. However, at the time when host computer
emits the reading interruption command, CPU27 stops
the output of driving pulse to the motor drive circuit 29.
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At the same time, the data D of the line being read by

reading sensor 21 is not accepted by the host computer
in the following cycle but it is transferred to the host
computer after resumption of reading. Consequently at
the time of resumption of reading, selector 27 is con-
nected to buffer memory 25 by CPU27 and the image
data I 1n the last line having been read prior to the
interruption is first transferred from buffer memory 25
to host computer and then selector 26 is changed over
by CPU27 to return to the normal state.

Generally speaking to initiate rotation of pulse motor
9, slow up and slow down (to gradually increase or
reduce rotation frequency) are used to make a smooth
shift from the stopped state to the stationary state or
vice versa. However in the case of an image sensor such
as a CCD, it is necessary to hold the time span for read-
ing of each line (storage time) constant and conse-
quently the aforementioned slow up/slow down adjust-

30

35

ment can not be used at the interruption/resumption of

reading (hereinafter abreviated as stop/start), but
change over to stop/start must be done abruptly at the
rotation frequency of the stationary state from the be-
ginning. In other words, when the storage time per line
of image sensor is T and the pulse number of the pulse
motor required for transfer of one line is n, the pulse
motor must abruptly stop/start at the motor driving
pulse of n/T(pps) (SPM of FIG. 6).

When the apparatus is instructed to read the original
as shown in FIG. 7A with stop/start SP motion on the
way, the output may be such that the images before and
after stop/start SP are not properly connected as illus-
trated in FIG. 7B. One of the causes for such trouble is
the vibration of the exposure scanning means due to
abrupt stop/start but even after the influence of such
vibration is eliminated, disturbance of the image still
remains as illustrated in the FIG. 7B.

In the investigation of the synchro-signal, motor driv-
ing pulse, motor rotation and motion of the exposure
scanning apparatus immediately after the start, it has
been revealed that the exposure scanning mechanism
shifts with some delay after giving the motor driving
pulse as illustrated by the solid line (b), contrary to our
expectation that the motion of the exposure scanning
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6
mechanism at the reading of data E should be as shown
by the dotted line (a) of FIG. 6.

In FIG. 6, H sync is the reading synchrosignal emit-
ted by sensor driving circuit 20 at every storage time
T(m sec) of the image sensor and SPM is the pulse
motor driving signal sent from CPU27 to motor driving
circuit 29 in synchronism with the signal H sync. In this
example, the A line of data is transferred by giving 4
pulses to pulse motor 9 during time T which is a time
interval between H sync outputs. Solid line (b) in FIG.
6 indicates that at the start after interruption, there

‘exists a large time lag t1 after the start of rotation of

pulse motor 9 until the start of motion of the exposure
scanning mechanism. This is due to the delay of follow
up of the exposure scanning mechanism from the driv-
ing pulse of pulse motor 9.

FIG. 8 indicates the performance sequence for elimi-
nation of the disturbance of the image due to time lag t1.
After the receipt of the reading resumption command
from the host computer, CPU27 emits, immediately
after the start, driving pulse SPM for driving pulse
motor 9 to the motor driving circuit 27 earlier than the
emission of synchro-signal H sync for reading of the
first line by the length of said time lag t1. This timing is
achieved if the driving pulse is emitted at time T —t1
after the mput of synchro-signal H sync immediately
after the receipt of the reading resumption command. If
this 1s done so, the exposure scanning mechanism starts
to rotate simultaneously with the reading synchro-sig-
nal H sync. As stated above, in principle, motor driving
pulse SPM is emitted in synchronism with synchro-sig-
nal H sync, and consequently, during the time span of
said time lag plus the time for reading of the 1st line, i.e.,
during (t1+4T) (m sec), it gives 4 pulses to send one line
and from the 2nd line on the driving pulse synchroniz-
ing with the synchro-signal H sync is given as usual.

The space between 4 pulses for the first line may be
one-quarter of (t14T) or may be distributed otherwise
in such a manner that the sum of intervals between 4
pulses becomes (t1-4T) as shown in the bracket in FIG.
8. |

By performing the control as shown in FIG. 8, the
exposure scanning system perfectly follows up the syn-
chro-signal H sync at the time of reading of data E.
Therefore the images are connected smoothly even
when stop/start motion is made on the way and no
image disturbance at the seam mark as shown in FIG.
7B appears.

Even when the aforementioned control is effected at
the start of reading of the front end of the original, the
image is not at all degraded and therefore it is unneces-
sary to change the control method depending on
whether it is at the start of reading or at the resumption
of reading after interruption.

In the aforementioned example, the number of pulses
required for transmitting one line is 4 but the present
invention may be practiced, in a similar manner irre-
spective of such pulse number. An explanation was
made for the example wherein the means to transmit
driving force is gear and wire and the means of expo-
sure scanning 1s a 1:3 optical system, but the present
invention is not limited thereto. For example, the inven-
tion may be applied to the systems wherein the driving
force transmitting means is a timing pulley and belt or
the exposure scanning mechanism is a one-unit type
mechanism in which mirror, lens and image sensor are
assembled or the composition wherein the positions of
mirror, lens, image sensor are fixed and original table
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glass 3 is shifted by a pulse motor. In order to transfer
the data of the line being read immediately before inter-
ruption to the host computer at the resumption of read-
ing, a buffer memory 25 is provided as illustrated in
FIG. 5 but the workable construction is not limited
thereto and performance is similarly possible with such
compositions wherein for example a memory compris-
ing RAM etc. which can store the data of plural number
of lines is provided and the system is so controlled that
the reading start position of the memory in the station-
ary mode 1s different from that at the resumption of
reading. |

INlustrative Embodiment 2

Vibration of the exposure scanning mechanism and
elongation and contraction of wire depend largely on
the driving method of the pulse motor. That is, motor
torque and vibration of the motor change substantially
according to the setting of the pulse rate and current
rating and such change influences the exposure scan-
ning means and the wire. |

In the aforementioned example, explanation was
made for the method wherein the exposure scanning
mechanism i1s moved earlier than other systems by the
length equivalent to the time lag t1 of the exposure
scanning means behind the read synchro-signal, but it is
unnecessary to accurately match the lead time of the
motion of the exposure scanning mechanism against the
synchro-signal H sync to t1. In other words, the lead
time t; of pulse impression start against read synchro-
signal H sync may be set at t2=t14dt(—t1 < dt) which

1s in the range where there should be no influence of

time lag on the image.

FIGS. 9(A-D) shows the results of measurement of
vibration of the exposure scanning mechanism under
different lead times t2. It is evident therefrom that the
vibration of the exposure scanning mechanism depends
on t2. Therefore it should be possible to further improve
the picture quality by setting t2 at such a level that the
time lag is offset and yet vibration becomes minimum.

Illustrative Embodiment 3

When the image reading apparatus is at it stand-by
position or when it is stopped by an interruption order
from the host computer during reading, a hold current
1s running through the pulse motor 9 to hold it at the
stopped position.

FIG. 10 shows an example of constant voltage driv-
ing circuit 29 for driving pulse motor, wherein transis-
tor tr in the Figure may be turned OFF by setting the
hold signal HOLD at a high level and the current run-
ning through the coil of pulse motor 9 may be reduced
by impressing a DC voltage on pulse motor 9 via resis-
tor R.

In the example shown in FIG. 8, the frequency of
pulses supplied to pulse motor 9 at the start is small and
therefore the starting torque may be smaller than the
torque during a stationary run but to the contrary in the
constant voltage driving, as shown in (a) of FIG. 11 the
current running through pulse motor 9 increases by an
amount equivalent to the extention of pulse interval at
point @ of FIG. 10. Such excessive torque becomes
the cause of the vibration of exposure scanning mecha-
nism. Consequently it is possible to suppress; such vibra-
tion at the start by reducing the current supplied to

pulse motor 9 using the said HOLD circuit shown in (b)
of FIG. 11.
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The foregoing paragraphs introduce a method to

suppress vibration without changing the existing circuit
but as illustrated in FIG. 12, the system may be so con-
structed that the number of bypass is increased and the
circuits used at starting time and those used at holding

time may be separated so that at the stop, hold signals
HOLD 1 and HOLD 2 are set at a high level and tran-

sistors trl and tr2 are both turned OFF, whereas at the
start, only hold signal HOLD 1 is set at a high level and
transistor trl and tr2 are set at OFF and ON state, re-
spectively, thus suppressing the current to be impressed
on pulse motor 9 at the stop and the start.

Illustrative Embodiment 4

In the first embodiment, for example, it was assumed
that from the second line after the resumption of read-
ing, the exposure scanning means can follow up the read
synchro-signal, but depending on the weight of the
exposure scanning mechanism etc., a time lag may still
exist even at the second line for reading data F as shown
in (a) of FIG. 13.

In such case, during.the initial time lag plus the time
for reading two lines, i.e., (t14-2T), driving pulses for 2
lines, namely, 8 pulses may be given. But in this case,
once reading starts, it must read at least two lines and
therefore buffer memory 28§ for image disposal in FIG.
S requires the minimum capacity of 2 lines of data.

Likewise if the time lag exists for n lines, the influence
of the time lag may be reduced by distributing 4*n
pulses over the time span of (t14-n*T). In this case, a
line buffer with minimum capacity of n lines is naturally
required.

In this illustrative embodiment, the method intro-
duced in second or third embodiment may be employed.

As explained above, with the image reading appara-
tus of the present invention, even when a Stop/Start
action 1s entered in the process of reading an original, a
smooth image as good as the one obtained by continu-
ous reading can be obtained.

In practising the above construction, there is another
significant advantage, that is, it accompanies no addi-
tional expenditure.

To give a driving pulse to the motor prior to the read
synchro-signal means essentially a slow up operation
and it has the concurrent effect to reduce vibration of to
the exposure scanning mechanism due to shock at the
start. Through the multiplication effect of these ele-
ments, a substantial improvement of the quality of the
read image 1s obtained.

Illustrative Embodiment 5

In the illustrative embodiments given above, the
pulse motor drive control at the time of resumption of
reading after interruption has been explained but as
stated above, a disturbance of the image occurs not only
at the resumption of reading but also at the stop for
interruption due to the vibration of the exposure scan-
ning mechanism.

In the illustrative embodiment 5, an explanation shall
be made on the prevention of vibration of the exposure
scanning mechanism at the stop.

As stated above, it 1s necessary to run a holding cur-
rent through pulse motor 9 to keep it in the stopped
state (hereinafter called the Hold time), but the rating of
such current may be smaller than that at the start up and
therefore the motor driving circuit 29 is usually pro-
vided with a circuit which enables to change over of the
current rating given to pulse motor 9 in two steps,
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namely, the rating for the stopped state and that for the
stationary state, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 14.
Using the above circuit, at the time of start or resump-
tion of reading, hold signal HOLD given to transistor
Tr is set at High to turn ON the transistor Tr and im-
press a DC voltage directly on the pulse motor 9. As
tllustrated in FIG. 15, when rotation of pulse motor 9
reaches the stationary state after the time for scanning
M lmes (M=1) after start or resumption of reading,
hold signal HOLD may be set at low, transistor Tr may
be turned OFF and the DC current may be impressed
on pulse motor 9 via resistor R for reading the lines
M+1 and on, so that the current running through the
coil of pulse motor 9 1s reduced and consequently the
torque of pulse motor 9 may be reduced pro rata
thereto. Here the resistor R is so set that the pulse motor
9 is given the current rating which provides the torque
with sufficient margin over the torque necessary for
pulse motor 9 at the stationary state. While the reading
is suspended upon receipt of the data output stop signal
from the host computer, the hold signal HOLD is kept
Low after the aforementioned change-over of current.
Therefore the current rating given to pulse motor 9 in
the stationary state is identical to the current rating at
Hold time, which 1s smaller than the current running at
start up and thus excessive torque is reduced and conse-
quently vibration of the exposure scanning mechanism
at the stop is reduced. Since the circuit of a conven-
tional apparatus may be used as it is, the practice of this
invention accompanies no additional expenditure.

INlustrative Embodiment 6

Next the Illustrative Embodiment 6 of the present
invention is explained in reference to FIG. 16.

‘The same expressions as those used in the aforemen-
tioned illustrative embodiment 1 are given the same
symbols. The circuit used in this IHustrative Embodi-
ment 1s so constructed that additional transistors and
resistors are provided to the circuit of Illustrative Em-
bodiment § so that the current rating given to pulse
motor 9 may be changed over in 3 modes, namely, the
start up mode, stationary mode and Hold mode and thus
the Hold current in this Iilustrative Embodiment is set
further smaller than the current rating at the stationary
mode and consequently vibration and an unnecessary
temperature increase within the main body of equip-
ment 2 at the Hold state are reduced to the level less
than those in the Illustrative Embodiment 1. |

Explanations of other constructions and perfor-
mances are omitted as they are same as those of Illustra-
tive Embodiment 8.

" Ilustrative Embodiment 7

Next the Illustrative Embodiment 7 of the present
invention is illustrated in FIGS. 17 and 18 and the con-
struction of its control is explained in reference to FIG.
17. For the same expression among those of Illustrative
Embodiment 1, the same symbol shall be used.

- CPU27 1n this Illustrative Embodiment is provided
with RAM 30 which can store M lines of image data
‘whenever the pulse motor 9 reaches the stationary state
within the time for scanning M lines (M21) by the
reading means and such RAM 30 is controlled by
CPU27. In the following cycle, the image signal read by
read sensor 21 is entered into RAM 30 via image pro-
cessing circuit 24 and sent to the host computer in the
succeeding cycle wherein the order of processing is
predetermined so that the data of the 1st line after the
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start or resumption of reading are entered into the 1st
area of the RAM, and the data of the 2nd line into the
2nd area of RAM and so on, and thus the minimum unit
from the data output demand signal up to the data out-
put stop signal given by host computer is one line.

Next an example of the performance of this Illustra-
tive Embodiment is explained in reference to FIG. 18.

First, the lines to be read after resumption of reading
are numbered (1), (2), (3) and’on and the lines having
been read prior thereto are numbered progressively
backward as (0), (—1), (—2) and on. If the data output
stop signal is received during reading of line (0), this is
during the time when the data of line (—2) in RAM 30
(the data in area P-1 in the Figure) are being transferred
to the host computer and the data of line (— 1) are being
entered into area P of RAM 30. In the following cycle,
the data of line (0) are entered into area M+1 of RAM
30. After resumption of reading, when host computer
gives the data output stop signal again, the exposure
scanning mechanism does not stop immediately but as
stated above, it continues to scan for the number of lines
(M 41) necessary for stable operation. Thus to the host
computer are transferred only the data in area P. The
data of lines (1), (2), (3) and so on which have been read
after the receipt of the data output stop signal are en-
tered into area 1, 2, 3 and so on of RAM 30 one after
another but the data of line (M 4-1) are entered into area
M 4-1 because the data of area M+1 {data of line (0)]
have not been transferred yet. When reading is resumed
next, the exposure scanning mechanism does not start
scanning immediately but first the data of RAM, 30 are
transferred in the order of areaM+1,1,2.. M1 M,
M +2 and simultaneously with the start of transfer of
data in area M, the exposure scanning mechanism re-
sumes scanning and entry of image data into RAM 30
begins. That is, while the exposure scanning mechanism
1s continuously scanning, entry into RAM 30 1s repeat-
edly madeintheorderof1,2... M, 1, 2... and the data
read at the receipt of the data output stop signal are
entered interchangeably into M+1 or M+ 2.

Therefore in this illustrative Embodiment, even when
the data output stop signal is received from the host
computer before the exposure scanning mechanism
reaches stationary state, scanning does not stop immedi-
ately but it stops when the torque of the pulse motor
becomes small so that the vibration of the exposure
scanning mechanism at the stop 1s suppressed.

Explanations of other constructions and perfor-
mances are omitted as they are the same as those de-
scribed in Illustrative Embodiment 1.

In the aforementioned Illustrative Embodiments 5-7,
explanation was made by assuming that the number of
pulses required for transfer of 1 line is 4 but the present
invention may be practised irrespective of pulse num-
ber.

Explanation was also made on the example wherein
gear and wire are used as the driving force transmitting
means and a 1:4 optical system is used for the optical
scanning means but the present invention is not limited
thereto and is applicable for example also to such mech-
anisms in which a timing pulley and belt are used for the
driving transmission means and a one unit type optical
scanning means incorporating mirror, lens and sensor in
one unit 1s used.

As explained above, in the present invention unneces-
sary torque of the driving means is reduced, vibration of
the driving means and the scanning system is suppressed
and the system can be stopped without vibration even
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when an interruption/resumption order is entered dur-
ing reading of image and thus smooth picture with qual-
ity as good as that obtained by continuous reading can
be obtained.

Besides, since no additional time is required for read-
ing, the speed of reading does not decrease.

While the present invention has been explained in
reference to a few preferred illustrative embodiments, it
should be understood of course that the present inven-
tion is not limited to the composition of the said illustra-

tive embodiments since many deformations and modifi-

cations are possible within the scope of the claim.

I claim:

1. An image processing system comprising:

reading means for reading an image of an original line

by line, said reading means repeating the reading
operation at a predetermined cycle;

moving means for moving an image reading position

of said reading means in accordance with a driving
signal; and
driving means for supplying to said moving means
the driving signal for moving the image reading
position of said reading means by a pitch line dur-
ing a time period of the reading operation of a line,
and
computer means for generating a signal for instruct-
ing resumption of image reading by said reading
means after interruption of the image reading;

wherein said driving means initiates supply of the
driving signal to said moving means before the
reading operation, upon reception of the image
reading resumption signal generated from said
computer means.

2. A system according to claim 1, wherein said driv-
Ing means stops movement of the image reading posi-
tion by said moving means in accordance with an image
reading interruption instruction by said computer
means, and starts movement of the image reading posi-
tion by said moving means in accordance with an image
reading start instruction by said computer means.

3. A system according to claim 1, further comprising
memory means for storing an image signal generated
from said reading means at the time of termination of a
preceding image reading, and wherein the image signal
stored 1n said memory means is output in response to an
mitiation of a subsequent image reading.

4. A system according to claim 1, wherein said driv-
ing means initiates supply of the driving signal to said
moving means in accordance with an image reading
start instruction provided by said computer means.

5. A system according to claim 1, wherein said read-
ing means comprises a charge-accumulating image sen-
sor, and wherein said image sensor repeats a charge-
accumulating function operation at the predetermined
cycle.

6. A system accordmg to claim 1, wherein said mov-
ing means moves the image reading position of said
reading means with a pulse motor.

7. A system according to claim 6, wherein said driv-
ing means supplies to said moving means the pulses for
driving said pulse motor.

8. A system according to claim 6, further comprising
control means for controlling an amount of current to
be supplied to said pulse motor, wherein the amount of
current at the time of initiation of the image reading is
selected to be less than an amount of current during the
movement of the image reading position.

9. An image processing system comprising:
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reading means for reading image of an original line by

line;

moving means for moving an unage reading position

of said reading means;
control means controlling movement of the image
reading position by said moving means; and

computer means for generating a signal for instruct-
mg resumption of image readmg by said reading
image after interruption of the image reading;

wherein said control means stops movement of the
image reading position in response to an image
reading interruption instruction, when the image
reading interruption instruction by said computer
means is provided after movement of the image
reading position is stabilized, and wherein said
control means stops movement of the image read-
ing position after movement of the image reading
position by a pitch corresponding to a predeter-
mined number of lines, when the image reading
interruption instruction by said computer means is
provided before movement of the image reading
position is stabilized.

10. A system according to claim 9, further comprising
memory means for storing image signals of a predeter-
mined number of lines from said reading means in ac-
cordance with the image reading interruption instruc-
tion.

11. A system according to claim 9, wherein said con-
trol means controls aid moving means in accordance
with the image reading interruption instruction pro-
vided by said computer means.

12. A system according to claim 9, wherein said read-
Ing means comprises a charge-accumulating image sen-
sor, and wherein said image sensor repeats a charge-
accumulating operation at the predetermined cycle.

13. A system according to claim 12, wherein said
control means controls said moving means to stop
movement of the image reading means in accordance
with the image reading interruption instruction by said
computer means, and wherein said control means starts
movement of the image reading position by said moving
means in accordance with an image reading start in-
struction by said computer means.

14. A system according to claim 9, wherein said mov-
ing means moves the image reading position of said
reading means with a pulse motor.

15. A system according to claim 14, further compris-
ing driving means for supplying to said moving means
pulses for dniving said pulse motor.

16. A system according to claim 14, wherein said
control means controls the amount of current supplied
to said pulse motor, wherein the amount of current
supplied after stabilization of movement of reading
means is less than the amount of current supplied before
stabilization of movement of said reading means.

17. An image processing system comprising:

reading means for reading an image of an original line

by line, said reading means repeating the reading
operation at a predetermined cycle;

moving means for moving an image reading position

of said reading means in accordance with a driving
signal; and

driving mans for supplymg to said movmg means the

driving signal for moving the image reading posi-
tion of said reading means by a pitch line during a
time period of the reading operation of a line;
external computer means for generating a signal for
Instructing resumption of image reading by said
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reading means after interruption of the image read-
ing; and

control means for controlling said reading means,

said moving means and said driving means in ac-
cordance with an instruction by said external com-
puter means, and

wherein said control means causes said driving means

to initiate supply of the driving signal to said mov-
ing means before the reading operation, upon re-
ception of the image reading resumption signal
generated from said external computer means.

18. A system according to claim 17, wherein said
driving means stops movement of the image reading
position by said moving means in accordance with an
image reading interruption instruction by said computer
means, and starts movement of the image reading posi-
tion by said moving means in accordance with an image
reading start instruction by said computer means.

19. A system according to claim 17, further compris-
ing memory means for storing an image signal gener-
ated from said reading means at the time of termination
of a preceding image reading, and wherein the image
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signal stored in said memory means is output in response
to an initiation of a subsequent image reading.

20. A system according to claim 17, wherein said
driving means initiates supply of the driving signal to
said moving means in accordance with an image read-
ing start instruction provided by said external computer
means. |

21. A system according to claim 17, wherein said

reading means comprises a charge-accumulating image

sensor, and wherein said image sensor repeats a charge-
accumulating function operation at the predetermined
cycle.

22. A system according to claim 17, wherein said
moving means moves the image reading position of said
reading means with a pulse motor.

23. A system according to claim 22, wherein said
driving means supplies to said moving means the pulses
for driving said pulse motor.

24. A system according to claim 22, further compris-
ing control means for controlling an amount of current
to be supplied to said pulse motor, wherein the amount
of current supplied at the time of initiation of the image
reading is selected to be less than an amount of current

during the movement of the image reading position.
* % % % %
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