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(57) ABSTRACT

A low-frequency power amplifier with an integrated
BTL output circuit drives a load. The amplifier incor-
porates a bias circuit for supplying a bias voltage to
each circuit composing the amplifier, a control circuit
for switching between the normal operation mode and
the mode for detecting the load being in an open-circuit
condition, a detector circuit for detecting the load being
In an open-circuit mode by supplying current to the
load and sensing the current flowing through the load,
and an output circuit for telling an external circuit of the
integrated circuit that the load is in an open-circuit
mode. All these circuits are squeezed into a single chip.
The control circuit controls the bias circuit and detec-
tor circuit. During normal operation, the BTL output
circuit is in an operative state, while the detector circuit

1s in a nonoperative state. When the load is detected -

being 1n an open-circuit mode, the bias circuit is forced
to stop operation, which causes the BTL output circuit
to stop operation, thereby enabling the detector means
to sense that the load is in an open-circuit mode.

22 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT INCORPORATING
AN INTEGRATED BTL CIRCUIT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
-+ Field of the Invention
This invention generally relates to on-vehicle elec-

tronic equipment, for example, and more particularly to

electronic equipment containing an integrated BTL
(Balanced Transformerless or Bridge-Tied Load) out-
put circuit.

Description of the Related Art

Low-frequency power amplifiers generally perform
power-amplification of the input signal and supply the
output signal to the speaker that in turn produces sound.
Should the load (speaker, in this case) connected to the
amplifier’s. output terminal be open-circuit for some
reason, it could not receive the output signal so that it
would produce no sound.

Such sound-producing failure in electronic equip-
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Ve to flow current through the collector and emitter
of the transistor Qy, the speaker SP that acts as a load,
the collector and emitter of the transistor Qg, and to the
ground point Vgs. During the negative half-cycle, tran-
sistors Q2 and Q3 are on, while transistors Q; and Q4 are

off. This permits the power supply Vccto flow current

through the collector and emitter of the transistor Q3,
the load speaker SP, the collector and emitter of the
transistor Q, and to the ground point Vss.

- Regardless of the load being open-circuit or closed-

15

circuit, the BTL output circuit has the direct-current
(DC) voltage at the TA and TB output-terminal pair set
at nearly Vce/2 (in the case of Vss equal to 0 V) as
shown In the equivalent circuit of FIG. 2, with the
result that the DC voltage difference between output
terminals TA and TB is theoretically zero. During the

- operation of the BTL output circuit, the DC voltage at
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ment incorporating low-frequency power amplifying
circuitry, such as a radio set, radio-cassette deck combi- -

nation, stereo recording/reproducing apparatus, televi-
sion set, and video tape recording/reproducing appara-
tus, may be ascribed to defective parts, wiring discon-
nections, poor plug connections and others. Conven-
tionally, to investigate the causes, a defective device has
been disassembled to check each circuit block of it for
voltage, current, and resistance with measuring instru-
ments such as a multimeter. This has involved a lot of
labor and high technical skills.
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With this backdrop, it is desirable to provide highly

reliable on-vehicle electronic equipment with an auto-

matic function that checks the low-frequency power
amplifier-actuated load for open-circuit. In the case of a
low-frequency power amplifier containing an inte-
grated BTL output circuit, however, it is very difficult
to detect the load being in an open-circuit mode.

The reason for this will be explained in detail, refer-
ring to FIGS. 1 and 2. FIG. 1 shows an integrated BTL
output circuit in car-carried electronic equipment and a
load (a speaker, in this case) connected between output
terminals TA and TB of the BTL output circuit that is
composed of a first to fourth n-p-n transistors Q; to Qu
at the output stage. The collector and emitter of the first
transistor Qg are connected to a power supply Vccand
- the output terminal TA, respectively; the collector and
emitter of the second transistor Q; are connected to the
output terminal TA and the ground point Vgs, respec-
tively; the collector and emitter of the third transistor
Q3 are connected to the power supply Ve and the
output terminal TB, respectively; and the collector and
emitter of the fourth transistor Q4 are connected to the
output terminal TB and the ground point Vgs, respec-
tively. The bases of the transistors Q; and Q4 are sup-
plied with a driving signal S;, while the bases of the
transistors Q; and Q3 are supplied with a driving signal

S2 opposite in phase to the mgnal S1, which enables_

on/off control.

In this arrangement, supplied to the transistors Q; to
Q4 are the driving signal S; and the driving signal S;
opposite In phase to the signal Si, each of which is
produced by a preamplifier (not shown), including a
phase inverting circuit, that receives a sine-wave signal,
for example. During positive half-cycle of the sine-
wave signal, transistors Q; and Qg are on, while transis-
tors Q; and Qg3 are off. This allows the power supply
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each of the output terminals TA and TB is thus approxi-
mately Vcc/2 (Vss =0 V), which makes it impossible
to detect the open-circuit load.

Application of integrated BTL output circuits is not
restricted to the above-mentioned low-frequency
power amplifiers, they may be applied to motor driving
circuits, in which similar problems can be encountered.

As described above, electronic equipment incorpo-

- rating integrated BTL output circuitry has difficulty in

building 1n a function that detects the load being in an
open-circuit mode.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to
provide electronic equipment capable of detecting the
load being 1in an open-circuit mode in an integrated
BTL output circuit.

The object of the present invention is achieved by
electronic equipment comprising: a detecting circuit for
detecting a load connected between two output termi-
nals of a BTL output circuit being in an open-circuit
mode, based on the magnitude of current flowing
through the load; and a control circuit for controlling
the BTL output circuit to put it in an operative state
during normal operation, and in a nonoperative state
upon detecting the load being in an open-circuit mode,
and for controlling the detecting circuit to put it in a
nonoperative state during normal operation, and in an
operative state upon detecting the load being in an
open-circuit mode.

With this configuration, the detecting circuit checks
the load for open-circuit with the BTL output circuit
put in a nonoperative state by the control circuit. The

 detecting circuit determines whether or not the load,
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connected across the output-terminal pair of the BTL
output circuit, is open-circuit based on the current flow-
ing through the load. This makes it possible to detect
the load being in an open-circuit mode, which is con-
nected to electronic equipment incorporating a BTL
output circuit.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention
will be set forth in the description which follows, and in
part will be obvious from the description, or may be
learned by practice of the invention. The objects and
advantages of the invention may be realized and ob-
tained by means of the instrumentalities and combina-

tions particularly pointed out in the appended claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo-
rated in and constitute a part of the specification, illus-
trate a presently preferred embodiment of the invention,
and together with the general description given above
and the detailed description of the preferred embodi-
ment given below, serve to explain the principles of the
invention.

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram for a conventional BTL 10

output circuit with a load connected across a pair of
output terminals of the circuit;

FI1G. 2 is an equivalent circuit diagram when the load
1s open-circuit and closed-circuit in the BTL output
circuit of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram illustrating a BTL output
circuit and a detecting circuit for detecting the load
being in an open-circuit mode, both of which are incor-
porated 1n a low-frequency power amplifier contained
in electronic equipment according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIGS. 4 and § are equivalent circuits used to explain
the principle of the circuits of FIG. 3 detecting the
open-circuit load; and

FIGS. 6 and 7 are timing charts used to explain the
way of detecting the load being in an open-circuit
mode.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FI1G. 3 shows: a BTL output circuit 20 built in a
low-frequency power amplifier 10; a load (a speaker, in
this case) SP; and a circuit for detecting the load SP
being in an open-circuit mode, in electronic equipment
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
The amplifier 10 contains: the BTL output circuit 20; a
bias circuit 11 for applying a bias voltage and a current
to each circuit constituting the amplifier 10; a control
circuit 12 for making switching control between the
normal operation mode and the open-circuit load de-
tecting mode; a detecting circuit 13 for detecting the
load being in an open-circuit state; and an output circuit
14 for supplying to external circuitry a signal which
tells that the load has been detected being in an open-
circuit state. All these circuits are integrated into a
single chip. The load SP is connected across the TA-TB
output terminal pair of the BTL output circuit 20. The
on/off state of the switch SW between the output ter-
minal TA and load SP equivalently represents a load
SP-connected state (with switch SW; on) and a load-
disconnected state (with switch SW) off), respectively.
The control input terminal TC connected to the control
circuit 12 is connected to a mode changeover signal
output circuit 21 for supplying a mode switching signal,
which is composed of a DC power supply E and a
switch SWj. The circuit 21 applies the potential from
the power supply E to the control circuit 12, thereby to
detect that the load SP is in an open-circuit mode, and
applies the ground potential to the circuit 12, thereby to
operate the amplifier 10 in normal operation mode. The
circuit 21 can be of the type which is controlled by a
microcomputer, such that to applies the power-supply
potential and the ground potential in response to a high-
level output and a low-level output of the microcom-
puter, respectively. The output terminal TD connected
to the output circuit 14 is connected to an indicating
device 15 for telling the load SP is open-circuit.
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The BTL output circuit 20, like the equivalent in
FIG. 1, 1s composed of a first to fourth n-p-n transistors
Q1 to Q4 at the output stage. The collector and emitter
of the first transistor Q) are connected to a power sup-
ply Vccand the output terminal TA, respectively; the
collector and emitter of the second transistor Q; are
connected to the output terminal TA and the ground
point Vs, respectively; the collector and emitter of the
third transistor Q3 are connected to the power supply
Vcc and the output terminal TB, respectively; and the
collector and emitter of the fourth transistor Q4 are
connected to the output terminal TB and the ground

point Vggs, respectively. The bases of the transistors Q;

and Qg are supplied with a driving signal S;, while the
bases of the transistors Q; and Q3 are supplied with a
driving signal S; opposite in phase to the signal S;,
which enables on/off control. The driving signals S;
and S are produced by a preamplifier (not shown) or
the like contained in the low-frequency power amplifier
10.

The control circuit 12 is made up of n-p-n transistors
Qs and Qsg, each base of which is connected to the con-
trol mput terminal TC and each emitter of which is
connected to the ground point Vss. The collector of the
transistor Qs is connected to the base of the p-n-p tran-
sistor Q7 in the detecting circuit 13 which is controlled
through this connection. The collector of the transistor
Q¢ 1s connected to the control input terminal for con-
trolling the bias circuit 11 which is controlied through
this connection.

The detecting circuit 13 is composed of the transistor
Q7 and n-p-n transistor Qg and resistors R3 to Rs. The
emitter base, and collector of the transistor Q7 respec-
tively are connected to the power supply Vg, the
collector of the transistor Qs, one end of each of the
resistors Rzand Ry. The other end of R3is connected to

- the output terminal TA, while the other end of Ry is
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connected to the collector of the transistor Qg, the base
and emitter of which are connected to the output termi-
nal TB and the ground point Vgss, respectively. The
resistor Rsis connected between the base of the transis-
tor Qg and the ground point Vgs.

The output circuit 14 is composed of an n-p-n transis-
tor Qq, the base, collector, and emitter of which are
connected to the collector of the n-p-n transistor Qg, the
output terminal TD, and the ground point Vgs, respec-
tively.

The indicating device 15 essentially consists of a resis-
tor R¢, a microcomputer 16, and an indicator 17 for
indicating that the load SP is open-circuit. One end of
the resistor Reis connected to an external power supply
Vpp, while the other end of it is connected to the out-
put terminal TD. The microcomputer 16 detects the
output level of the output terminal TD for display pro-
cessing of the open-circuit state of the load SP. The
indicator 17, whose display including on/off state repre-
sentation 1s controlled by the microcomputer 16, is
composed of, for example, light-emitting diodes or lig-
uid-crystal display unit on the operator panel in elec-
tronic equipment.

The operation principle of detecting the load SP
being in an open-circuit state (where the switch SW is
off) will be explained, referring to FIGS. 4 and 5.

To sense that the load is in an open-circuit mode, the
control circuit 12 is operated to cause the bias circuit 11
to stop supplying a bias voltage and a current to each
circuit to force the BTL output circuit 20 to stop opera-
tion with the result that there is no DC voltage appear-
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ing between the output terminals TA and TB, while it
actuates the detecting circuit 13. This mechanism is
illustrated in the equivalent circuit of FIG. 4. Here, R
1s an internal resistance when the BTL output circuit 20
1s viewed from one output terminal TA, whereas R is
an internal resistance when the circuit 20 is viewed from
the other output terminal TB. The detecting circuit 13
essentially consists of a constant-current source circuit
13a and a current detecting circuit 135. As shown in
FIG. 5, the constant-current source circuit 13a supplies
current to the output terminal TA, while the current
detecting circuit 13b senses the current flowing through
the other output terminal TB. In this case, with the load
connected, current flows through the other output ter-
minal TB, but with the load disconnected, the current
flowing through the same terminal TB is theoretically
zero, which makes 1t possible to detect the open-circuit

load.

The operation of sensing that the load is in an open-

circuit mode will be explained in detail. The circuit
- shown in FIG. 3 has two operating modes each corre-
- sponding to the output levels of the mode change-over
signal output circuit 21; it is in the normal operating
mode with the output of the circuit 21 in a low level,
whereas it 1s in the detecting mode for detecting open-
circuit load with the circuit 21’s output in a high level.
When the mode changeover signal output circuit 21
supplies a changeover signal to the control input termi-
nal TC at a timing; for example, as shown in FIG. 6, the
bias circuit 11 is in an operative state and the detecting
circuit 12 is in a nonoperative state with the mode
changeover signal in a low level, whereas the bias cir-
cuit 11 1s in a nonoperative state and the detecting cir-
cuit 13 1s in an operative state with the signal in a high
level. That is, with the mode changeover signal in a low
level, each of the transistors Qg and Qs in the control
circuit 12 1s off, the bias circuit 11 is in normal opera-
tion, and the transistor Q7 of the detecting circuit 13 is
off, which causes both the detecting circuit 13 and out-
put circuit 14 to be nonoperative. Consequentl_,, the
low-frequency power amplifier 10 operates in normal
mode, allowing the BTL output circuit 20 to actuate the
load SP. | |

With the mode changeover signal in a high leve],
each of the n-p-n transistors Q¢ and Qs in the control
circuit 12 1s on, the bias circuit 11 is nonoperative, and
the transistor Q7 of the detecting circuit 13 is on, which
stops supply of a bias voltage and a current to each
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circuit in the low-frequency power amplifier 10, caus- -

ing the amplifier 10 to stop operation. As a result, the
BTL output circuit 20 also stops operation, making the
“transistors Qg to Q4 off. With the transistor Q7 on, the
control circuit 13 and output circuit 14 operate as fol-
lows, depending on whether or not the load SP is con-
nected between the output terminals TA and TB (or
whether switch SWj is on or off).

When the load SP is connected across the output
terminals TA and TB (the same as the switch SW; being
on), the power supply V¢ flows current through the
emitter to collector of the transistor Q7, resistor Rs,
output terminal TA, load SP, output terminal TB, resis-
tor Rs, and to the ground point Vgs. As a result of this,
there is a voltage drop across the resistor Rs, which
makes the transistor Qg on and the transistor Qg off.
Consequently, the output terminal TD is charged via
the resistor R¢ by the power supply Vppin the indicat-
ing device 15 with the result that it is in a high level as

shown in FIG. 7. When the microcomputer 16 detects

50
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the high level at the Gutput terminal TD, the indicator

17 1s not driven, causing no display of open-circuit load

SP.

On the other hand, with the load SP being open-
circuit between the output terminals TA and TB (the
same as the switch SW) being off), current does flow 1n
the manner just mentioned above, but flows starting

from the power supply Vcc through the emitter and

collector of the transistor Q7, resistor Rg, and through
the base of the transistor Qg. As a result, the transistor
Qg turns on, making the output terminal TD of a low
level. When the microcomputer 16 senses that the out-
put terminal TD is in a low level as shown in FIG. 7, the
indicator 17 is actuated to come on or blink.

‘With this arrangement, it is possible to determine
whether or not a failure in the load SP is ascribed to its
open-circuit. This makes it unnecessary to disassemble
the device and check each circuit block of the device

for voltage current, resistance and other factors with

Instruments such as a multimeter, saving a lot of labor.
Additionally, for example, supply of detection initiating
control signal from the microcomputer 16 to the switch
SW; at start-up makes it possible to provide an auto-
matic checking function for load’s open-circuit condi-
tion. Accordingly, the above-described low-frequency
amplifier 10 is most suitable for cars requiring highly
reliable circuitry.

This invention is not restricted to the low-frequency
power amplifier explained in the above embodiment, it
may be applied to electronic equipment containing a
motor driving circuit using an integrated BTL output
circuit.

As described above, accordmg to the present Inven-
tion, it is possible to provide electronic equipment capa-
ble of automatically detecting the load being in an open-
circuit mode in an 1ntegrated BTL output circuit.

- What is claimed is:

1. An electronic apparatus incorporating an inte-
grated balanced transformeriess load (BTL) output
circuit, the integrated BL'T output circuit comprising:

detecting means for detecting an open-circuit mode

of a load connected between two output terminals
of said BL'T output circuit based on the magnitude
of current flowing through said load; and

control means coupled to the detecting means for

placing said BTL output circuit in an operative
state during normal operation and in a nonopera-
tive state during an open-circuit detection mode,
and upon detection of said load being in an open-
circuit mode, and for placing said detecting means
in a nonoperative state durmg normal operation of
the BTL output circuit and in an operative state
during an open-circuited detection mode, and upon
detecting said load being in an open-circuit mode.

2. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein said detecting means includes constant-current
supplying means for supplying a constant current to a
first terminal of said two output terminals; and current
detecting means for detecting the current supplied to a
second terminal of said two output terminals from said
load. .
3. The electronic apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein said constant-current supplying means includes
a transistor having a collector-emitter path coupled to a
power supply and being controlled by said control
means, and a resistor coupled to the collector-emitter
path of said transistor and to the first terminal of said
two output terminals.
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4. The electronic apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein said current detecting means includes a resistor
coupled between the second terminal of said two cutput
terminals and a reference node, and a transistor having
a base 1s connected to the second terminal of said two
output terminals and a collector-emitter path coupled
between the reference node and said constant-current
supplying means. |

5. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising output means for outputting a signal
Indicative of whether the open circuit mode is detected
by said detecting means.

6. The electronic apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein said output means includes a transistor having
a collector-emitter path coupled between a third output
terminal and a reference node and responsive to said
detecting means. |

7. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein said control means includes a first transistor

having a collector-emitter path coupled between said
detecting means and a reference node and being con-
trolled by a mode changeover signal, and a second
transistor having a collector-emitter path coupled be-
tween a bias means and the reference node and being
controlled by the mode changeover signal.

8. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1,

further comprising mode changeover signal supplying
means for supplying a mode changeover signal to said
control means.
- 9. The electronic apparatus according to claim 8,
wherein said mode changeover signal supplying means
includes switching means for supplying to said control
means a first mode changeover signal during normal
operation and a second mode changeover signal in an
open-circuit detection mode.

10. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising display means responsive to the
detecting means for displaying whether the load is de-
tected to be in an open-circuit mode.

11. The electronic apparatus according.to claim 10,
wherein said display means includes a microcomputer
and an indicator.

12. An electronic apparatus incorporating an inte-
grated balanced transformerless load (BTL) output
circuit comprising: |

a load connected between first and second output

terminals of said BTL output circuit;

current supplying means for supplying a current to

said first output terminal of said BTL output cir-
cuit; |

current detecting means for detecting current flow-

ing through said load to said second output termi-
nal:

output means responsive to said current detecting
means for outputting a first signal;

first control means for placing said BTL output cir-
cuit in an operative state during normal operation
and in a nonoperative state during an open-circuit
detection mode, and upon detecting said load being
In an open-circuit mode; and

second control means for placing said current supply-
ing means in a nonoperative state during normal
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8
operation of the BTL output circuit and in an oper-
ative state during an open-circuit detection mode
and upon detecting said load being in an open-
circuit mode.

13. The electronic apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein said current supplying means includes a transis-
tor having a collector-emitter path coupled to a power
supply and controlled by an output of said second con-
trol means, and a resistor coupled between the collec-
tor-emitter path of said transistor and said first output
terminal.

14. The electronic apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein said current detecting means includes a resistor
coupled between said second output terminal and a
reference node; and a transistor having a base coupled
to said second output terminal and a collector-emitter
path coupled between the reference node and said cur-
rent supplying means. |

15. The electronic apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein said output means includes a transistor having
a collector-emitter path coupled between a third output
terminal and a reference node and controlled by said
current detecting means.

16. The electronic apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein said first control means includes a transistor
having a collector-emitter path coupled to a bias means
for outputting a bias voltage and a reference mode and
controlled by a mode changeover signal.

17. The electronic apparatus according to claim 12,
wherein said second control means includes a transistor
having a collector-emitter path coupled between said
current supplying means and a reference node and is
controlled by a mode changeover signal.

18. The electronic apparatus according to claim 12,
further comprising mode changeover signal supplying
means for supplying a mode changeover signal to said
first and second control means.

19. The electronic apparatus according to claim 18,
wherein said mode changeover signal supplying means,
which includes a power supply and a switch for switch-
ing between a potential of said power supply and a
potential of a reference node, supplies to said first and
second control means the potential of the reference
node in the normal operation mode and the potential of
said power supply in the open-circuit detection mode.

20. The electronic apparatus according to claim 12,
further comprising display means responsive to said
output means for displaying whether said load is de-
tected to be in an open-circuit mode.

21. The electronic apparatus according to clam 20,
wherein said display means includes a resistor con-
nected between an output node of said output means
and a power supply, a microcomputer having an input
node connected to the output node of said output
means, and an indicator controlled by an output of said
microcomputer.
~ 22. The electronic apparatus according to claim 12
wherein said current supplying means supplies a con-
stant current to said first output terminal of said BTL

output circuit.
X % X %X x
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