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[57] ABSTRACT

A dishwasher bag for use in combination with an auto-
matic dishwashing machine to ensure a thorough
cleansing of small objects and articles of a fragile or
delicate nature. The bag is principally comprised of an
open mesh material with a large opening at the top to
accommodate the convenient insertion and removal of
the objects to be cleansed. The opening usually spans
the approximate length of the bag and is designed to be
placed and cleaned inside. The opening is reinforced
usually with a rigid frame and includes a cover element
with a plurality of openings to allow water to penetrate
from the top. The cover is connected to the bag by one
or more hinges affixed to one side of the rigid frame and
includes a clasp or similar type of device to secure the
cover when closed.

2 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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DISHWASHER BAG
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to a novel and
improved dishwasher bag, and more particularly to a
bag for safely and efficiently washing small objects or
articles of a delicate or fragile character, such as baby
bottle nipples, baby pacifiers, small baby toys and the
like.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

Bags for laundering clothing, fabric and related items
have been in use and known in the prior art for many
years. Notably absent in the prior art, however, is a
device for use with an automatic dishwasher to thor-
oughly and safely cleanse fragile and delicate articles of
a different kind, such as nipples for baby bottles, baby
pacifiers, small baby toys and items of a similar size and
character. Until now, small or fragile objects of the
types previously described either were washed by hand
or placed inside the utensil] compartment of the dish-
washer for cleaning. Articles placed in the utensil com-
partment of an automatic dishwasher are often sub-
jected to contact with an array of sharp or pointed
metal objects, such as knives and forks, which are capa-

ble of poking holes or cutting into or through the deli-

cate or fragile matenial from which these articles are
usually made. Also, water forcefully injected inside a
dishwasher from the bottom of the unit when the unit is
operational will usually cause these small objects to be
propelled uncontrollably about the main compartment.
The scattered objects are not only difficult to retrieve,
as they are often found resting in some tight, obscure
place 1nside the unit, they sometimes are discovered
damaged as a result of their forceful random contact
with the pointed and sharp articles held within the uten-
sil compartment. Simply employing an open mesh bag
to hold and properly cleanse these small or fragile arti-
cles is normally insufficient given that the bag is unrein-
forced and will usually collapse if not supported up-
right.

A collapsed bag makes it much more difficuit for the
water swirling around inside the dishwasher to provide
a thorough and effective cleansing of the small articles
inside, since the openings in the mesh tend to overlap
one another and, thus, restrict the water flow there-
through. The need has arisen to develop a dishwasher
bag that includes the means to maintain itself in an un-
collapsed state to enable the water to easily penetrate
the mesh and reach the articles inside to achieve a com-
plete cleansing.

Thus, the present invention resolves the problems
associated with the devices and methods in the prior art
by providing a dishwasher bag comprised substantially
of a resilient open mesh material and a reinforced open-
ing and closure at the top that helps to maintain the

otherwise resilient container in an uncollapsed state

inside the dishwashing machine.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides for a dishwasher bag
for use in combination with an automatic dishwashing
machine to ensure a thorough cleansing of small objects
or articles of a fragile or delicate nature. The bag is
principally comprised of an open mesh material with a
large opening at the top to accommodate the conve-
nient insertion and removal of the objects to be
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cleansed. The opening usually spans the approximate

length of the bag and is designed to be as wide as neces-
sary to accommodate the size of the articles to be placed

and cleaned inside. The opening is reinforced usually

with a rigid frame made of any common synthetic mate-
rial, and includes a cover element with a plurality of
openings to allow water to penetrate from the top. The
cover is connected to the bag by one or more hinges
affixed to one side of the rigid frame and includes a
clasp or similar type of device to secure the cover when
closed.

The water circulating inside the dishwasher will not
permeate the mesh bag sufficiently to thoroughly
cleanse the objects inside if the bag is allowed to col-
lapse in on 1tself. To prevent this condition from occur-
ring, the rigid frame and cover element combine to
provide the means to maintain the otherwise resilient
and unconstructed container in an uncollapsed or up-
right state. One means to achieve this i1s to place the
mesh portion of the bag on top of one of the racks situ-
ated inside the dishwasher and, using multiple openings
in the cover, hook the cover over one or more of the
bent prongs extending generally vertically therefrom.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention 1s to
provide a resilient container for use in combination with
an automatic dishwashing machine to hold and thor-
oughly cleanse small objects and delicate articles.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a container for use in combination with an automatic
dishwashing machine that is comprised primarily of a
resilient mesh matenial having a reinforced opening and
a cover to provide the means to maintain the otherwise
resilient and unconstructed container in an upright state
on a rack inside the machine.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to
provide a resilient mesh container for use in combina-
tion with an automatic dishwashing machine to hold
and cleanse small and delicate objects that can be de-
tachably mounted and supported upright on a rack
inside the machine.

Still yet another object of the present invention is to
provide a resilient mesh container for use in combina-
tion with an automatic dish washing machine to hold
and cleanse small and delicate objects that is easy to
manufacture and convenient to use.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent in the following specifications
when considered in light of the attached drawings
wherein the preferred embodiment of the invention as
illustrated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s a perspective view of the dishwasher bag of
the present invention.

FI1G. 215 a perspective view of the dishwasher bag of
the present invention with the top cover shown open.

FI1G. 3 is a top view of the dishwasher bag of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of the dishwasher bag of
the present invention containing an assortment of small
objects inside shown in phantom.

F1G. 515 a perspective view of the dishwasher bag of
the present invention depicted situated on a rack inside
a dishwashing machine (not shown).
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring more particularly to the drawings, FIG. 1.
1s a perspective view of the dishwasher bag 2 of the
present invention in its preferred form. Bag 2 is com-
prised of a main compartment 4 and a rigidly framed
closable opening 6 incorporated into the top section of
compartment 4. Opening 6 includes a cover 8 with a
plurality of openings 10 to allow water and dishwashing
liquid to penetrate from the top into compartment 4.
Cover 8 is attached to the opening 6 by hinges 12 or
some similar mechanism utilized for this purpose. Cover
8 also includes a clasp 14 or similar type of device to
enable the cover to securely attach to a portion of the
framed opening 6 when the cover 8 is closed.

Compartment 4 is usually comprised of a resilient
open mesh material containing a plurality of small open-
ings 16. The opening 6 at the top of the compartment
provides the access for an assortment of small objects or
articles of a fragile or delicate nature to be placed inside.
There the articles 17, such as tiny baby toys, pacifiers,
bottle nipples and the like, are kept in a confined and
protected state. Typically, the bag 2 containing the
small objects is placed on one of the racks 18 situated
inside a conventional automatic dishwashing machine
(not shown). In order to maintain the bag in a generally
upright condition, the prongs 20, which are normally
shghtly bent and used as the means to separate the dish-
ware and glassware inside the dishwasher, are inserted
inside one or more of the openings 10 to support the bag
2 and prevent it from collapsing. In a collapsed state,
the plurality of holes 16 in the mesh material tend to
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overlap each other and obstruct the water from passing
through the compartment 4 to clean the objects inside.

While the invention will be described in connection
with a certain preferred embodiment, it is to be under-
stood that it 1s not intended to limit the invention to that
particular embodiment. Rather, it is intended to cover

- all alternatives, modifications and equivalents as may be

included within the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. In combination with an automatic dishwashing
machine having one or more racks for containing dish-
ware and other objects, said racks having thereon a
plurality of generally vertically disposed pronged
means for supporting and separating dishware, glass-
ware and similar kinds of articles, a bag for containing
and cleansing small and/or delicate objects, comprising:

a flexible mesh or net like fabric including a top end
and a bottom end containing a plurality of small
openings therein;

a structure therein for reinforcing said mesh or net
like fabric with means to maintain said fabric in an
uncollapsed state, said structure defining in said top
end a generally rectangular opening having a cover
means therein to close the opening for retaining the
objects inside, said cover means having a plurality
of openings to allow the permeation of water:

sald means to maintain said fabric in a reinforced
generally upright uncollapsed state comprising a
plurality of openings in said cover means adapted
to hook over and held up at said top and by said
generally vertically oriented prongs.

2. The invention of claim 1 wherein said fabric is

comprised of resilient plastic material.
¥ %x x x%x =
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