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[57] ABSTRACT

A novel dispensing apparatus and method for dispens-
ing objects responsive t0 magnetic attraction retained
thereon is provided comprising a strap and a permanent
magnet in the form of a rning attached to the strap
whereby objects responsive to magnetic attraction may
be retained thereon for dispensing. |

' 5 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
DISPENSING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to the art of dispens-
ing and, more particularly, to the art of dispensing mag-
netically attracted objects. |

It 1s known within the prior art to use magnetic de-
vices for nailing. It is also known within the prior art to
attach pin cushions to the wrist of a user and to retain
-pins in the cushion. Such a use of a pin cushion, how-
ever, suffers from the disadvantage of having to individ-
ually place the pins in the cushion in order to have the
cushion retain them. Also, only items such as pins, small
‘and pointed, can usually be retained on such a cushion.

There has to date, however, been no completely
satlsfactory apparatus or method for quickly and easily
grasping, retaining and dispensing such objects.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
It is thus an object of this invention to provide a novel

apparatus and method for dlspcnsmg ob_]ects rwponswe

to magnetic attraction.

This object as well as other objects is accomphshed
by providing a dispensing apparatus comprising a strap
for placcment around the wrist of a user and a perma-
nent magnet in the form of a ring attached to the strap
- whereby objects responsive to magnetic attraction may
be retained for dispensing.

The process is carried out by the user reaching into a
group of magnetically attracted objects with the dis-
pensing apparatus attached to the wrist of the user
whereby the magnet of the dispensing apparatus at-
tracts and retains the objects to be dispensed, removing
the wrist having the dispensing apparatus thereon and
the objects to be dispensed retained on the magnet, and

removing the objects to be dispensed from the magnet

“of the dispensing apparatus.

Other objects and a fuller understanding of the inven-
tion will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion given with reference to the various figures of draw-
ing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a perspective view of the dispensing appara-
tus having objects responsive to magnetic attraction
retained thereon.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the dispensing appara-
tus attached to the wrist of a user illustrating removal of
an object responsive to magnetic attraction from the
dispensing apparatus.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the dispensing appara-
tus attached to the wrist of a user shown using the dis-
pensing apparatus

FIG. 4 15 a rear view of the dispensing apparatus
according to this invention.

FI1G. § 1s a cross section view taken along line 5—5 of
FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with this invention it has been found
that a novel dispensing apparatus and method of dis-
pensing is provided for retaining and dispensing objects
responsive to magnetic attraction.

Particularly, this invention provides a dispensing
apparatus in the form of a magnet attached to the wrist
of a user. The magnet may be used to attract, retain and
dispense difficult to handle magnetic objects, such as

n

2

nails, tacks, ctc The user sunply places the magnet near
a source of the magnetic objects where they are at-
tracted and retained. The user simply removes the ob-
jects in a seriatim fashion as they are required for use,

such as a nail for hammering.

Various other advantages and features will become
apparent from the following description given with

reference to the various figures of drawing.
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FIG. 11s a perspective view of the dispensing appara-
tus 10 according to this invention. As illustrated, dis-
pensing apparatus 10 comprises a strap 12 and a perma-
nent magnet 14 in the form of a ring attached to the
strap 12. It is contemplated that strap 12 may be con-
structed of various materials and that various ways exist
to attach strap 12 to the wrist of a user. In a preferred
embodiment, however, strap 12 comprises a VELCRO
or hook and loop fastener portion 17, which enables
strap 12 to be easily attached and removed from the
wrist of a user. Metal loop 13 can also be used in con-
junction with strap 12 to aid attaching and removing
strap 12.

Permanent magnet 14 is in the form of a ring and
attached to strap 12 by way of a base member 22. Mag-
net 14 1s attached to and overlies base member 22, and
base member 22 defines a slot 20 through which the
strap 12 passes to attach magnet 14 to strap 12. As illus-
trated in FIG. 1, objects 18 responsive to magnetic
attraction may be retained on magnet 14 for dispensing
thereof. Also as illustrated in FIG. 1, magnet 14 is sau-
cer-shaped, having an outer edge 15 and an inner edge
16. The outer edge 15 of magnet 14 slopes downwardly
to the inner edge 16 to form the saucer shape in order to
aid in grasping objects 18 that are retained on magnet
14.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the dispensing appara-

‘tus 10 attached to the wrist of a user illustrating the

removal of an object 18 which is retained on magnet 14
of the dispensing apparatus 10. The objects 18 respon-
sive t0 magnetic attraction are shown retained on mag-
net 14 as magnet 14 is in the form of a saucer-shaped
ring to aid in retaining the objects 18. Such objects 18
may be retained on magnet 14 until such time when they
need to be removed or dispensed. The saucer-shaped
ring form of the magnet 14 enables an object 18 retained
thereon to be easily removed from magnet 14, as object
19 is shown being removed from magnet 14.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of the dispensing appara-
tus 10 attached to the wrist of a user shown using the
dispensing apparatus 10. As FIG. 3 clearly illustrates, it
is an advantage of the present invention that objects 18
responsive t0 magnetic attraction may be retained on
magnet 14 of the dispensing apparatus 10 while the
hands of a user are free to engage in other activities. The
saucer-shaped ring form of the magnet 14 aids in retain-
ing objects 18 as well as aids in the removal of objects
18 when such removal is desired.

In addition to providing a novel dispensing apparatus
10, the present invention also provides a novel process
for dispensing objects 18 responsive to magnetic attrac-
tion. With the dispensing apparatus 10 strapped to the

- wrist of a user, the wrist and dispensing apparatus 10

can be reached into a group of magnetically attractive
objects, such as objects 18 which can be na.lls, SCTCWS,
bolts, nuts, or other magnetically responsive objects,
whereby the magnet 14 of the dispensing apparatus 10
attracts and retains such objects 18 to be dispensed. The
wrist and the dispensing apparatus 10 may then be re-
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moved from the group of magnetically attractive ob-
jJects, and the magnet 14 of the dispensing apparatus 10
will have a plurality of objects 18 retained in the saucer-
shaped ring of the magnet 14. Each of the objects 18
may then be removed from magnet 14 in seriatim man-
ner to be furthered dispensed. This novel process makes
dispensing of objects 18 responsive to magnetic attrac-
tion a simple task. It also frees the hands of a user of the
dispensing apparatus 10 while such objects 18 are re-
tained for dispensing. FIG. 4 is a rear view of the dis-
pensing apparatus 10 according to this invention illus-
trating the strap 12 having the base member 22 attached
to it. In a preferred embodiment, the ring form of the
permanent magnet (not shown) is attached to and over-
lies a base member 22 which defines a slot 20 through
which strap 12 passes. The slot 20 enables the perma-
nent magnet (not shown) to be attached to strap 12 by
way of base member 22 in a manner in which the posi-
tion of magnet and base member 22 on strap 12 may be
easily adjusted. *

FIG. §1s a cross section view taken along line 5—5 of
FIG. 4. As illustrated, magnet 14 is saucer-shaped, hav-
ing an outer edge 15 and an inner edge 16. The outer
edge 15 slopes downwardly to the inner edge 16 to aid
in grasping objects retained on magnet 14. Also illus-
trated in FIG. 5, is slot 20 which is defined b base mem-
ber 22 to which magnet 14 is attached and overlies so
that the strap 12 may be inserted through slot 20.

It is thus seen that the invention provides a novel
apparatus and method for dispensing objects responsive
to magnetic attraction. Many variations are apparent to
those of skill in the art, and such variations are embod-
ied within the spirit and scope of the present invention
as measured by the following appended claims.

That which is claimed:

1. A dispensing apparatus comprising:

a strap for placement around the wrist of a user;

a permanent magnet 1n the form of a ring defining a

center aperture therethrough whereby objects re-
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cer-shaped surface such that said ring sloped
downwardly from said outer edge to said inner
~ edge said ring having a base member below said
saucer-shaped surface to which said strap is at-
- tached, wherein said center aperture extends
through said saucer-shaped surface and said base
member to said strap whereby objects placed on
said saucer-shaped surface are able to contact said
strap through said center aperture.

2. The dispensing apparatus according to claim 1
wherein a slot is defined in said base member through
which said strap passes to attach said magnet to said
strap. |

3. The dispensing apparatus according to claim 1
wherein said strap comprises a hook and loop type
fastener.

4. A method of dispensing objects responsive to mag-
netic attraction comprising the steps of:

providing a permanent magnet in the form of an an-

nular ring defining a center aperture therethrough
and comprising an outer edge and an inner edge
and having a saucer-shaped surface such that said
ring ‘slopes downwardly from said ‘outer edge to’
said inner edge said ring having a base member
below said saucer-shaped surface to which is at-
tached a strap, wherein said center aperture ex-
tends through said saucer-shaped surface and said
base member to said strap whereby objects placed
on said saucer-shaped surface are able to contact
said strap through said center aperture;

strapping said permanent magnet to the wrist of a

user; -
reaching into a group of magnetically responsive
objects to be dispensed whereby said magnet at-
tracts and retains said objects to be dispensed;

removing said objects to be dispensed from said mag-
net in seriatim order.

8. The method according to claim 4 wherein said

sponsive to magnetic attraction may be retained for 40 objects are nails and further comprising the step of

dispensing, said ring being annular and comprising
an outer edge and an inner edge and having a sau-
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hammering a nail.
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