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1

CLIP STRIP FOR SUPPORTING MULTIPLE
PACKAGES AND DISPLAY ASSEMBLY USING
SAME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to merchandise dis-
plays, and, more particulary, to a hanger strip with
hooks supporting merchandise articles thereon.

Point of purchase displays have become a standard
item in hardware and other stores wherein carded mer-
chandise containing relatively small articles may be
conveniently and attractively displayed. Frequently,
perforated wallboard is provided on a wall of the store,
and metal hangers having projecting prongs provide the
supports for carded articles which have an aperture
extending therethrough to receive the prong of the
han ger.

It is common for the store to unpack the individual
cards received in cartons and to place them individually
upon the hangers located upon the board. Sometimes,
this will require moving the hangers to accommodate
changes in the size of the carded merchandise and in an
effort to produce an attractive placement upon the
board, depending upon the type of articles and size of
the cards. In this type of display, mounting of individual
carded articles on hangers usually exposes portions of
the underlying perforated wallboard and this may be
aesthetically desirable. It also requires that the wall-
board have substantial vertical height if a large number
of articles are to be displayed. -

In still other instances, it is desirable to suspend mer-
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chandise on other types of structures such as on a

counter mounted stand or from the edges of shelving
and the like, and the same problems with respect to
unpacking and placing the merchandise in these other
areas will frequently be encountered.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
novel display assembly in which a multiplicity of arti-
cles of merchandise are conveniently supported upon an
integrally formed strip member.

It is also an object to provide such a display assembly
which may be assembled in the factory and shipped 1n
cartons for ready removal therefrom as a unit, thus
rcaducmg the time necessary for unpacking and display-
ing the merchandise.

Another object is to provide such a display assembly
utilizing a support strip which may be fabricated readily
and economically from synthetic resin sheet material.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It has now been found that the foregoing and related
objects may be readily attained in a display assembly
including a vertically disposed elongated planar strip of
synthetic resin having a multiplicity of incisions spaced
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therealong. These incisions have horizontally spaced

vertically extending legs and a transverse head portion
extending between the upper ends thereof. The inci-
sions provide upwardly extending tabs hinged to the
body of the strip at their base between the lower ends of
the legs. In use, at least some of the tabs are deflected
about their base outwardly of the plane of the body of
the strip to form upwardly extending hooks, and indi-
vidual articles of mcrchandlsc are supported on the
hooks.

Preferably, the tabs have horizontally outwardly
extending ears at the head portion thereof and desirably
one of the ears is of greater horizontal dimension than
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the other. The strip has an aperture therein adjacent its

upper end for suspending the strip from a hanger prong

or the like. In the preferred structure, the incisions also
have horizontally outwardly extending foot portions at

the lower end of the legs to provide a flexure line.

Usually, the articles of merchandise include a mount-
ing card for the merchandise article, and the card has an
aperture therein through which the hook on the strip
extends. The synthetic resin strip is self-supporting and
exhibits limited resilient deflectability. Preferably, the
synthetic resin is a polyolefin.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is fragmentary perspective view of a display
assembly embodying the present invention as suspended
from a hanger prong shown in phantom line;

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary side elevational view thereof
drawn to an enlarged scale; |

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary plan view of the upper por-
tion of the display assembly of FIG. 1 drawn to an
enlarged scale;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the hanger strip of FIG. 1,

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary plan view drawn to an en-
larged scale of the hanger strip of FIG. 4 and with the
two lower tabs deflected from the plane of the strip; and

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view of the hanger
strip of FIG. § along the section line 6—®6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Turning first to FIGS. 1-3, therein illustrated is a
display assembly embodying the present invention and
comprised of an elongated synthetic resin hanger strip
generally designed by the numeral 10 and having an
aperture 12 adjacent its upper end. As shown, the aper-
ture 12 seats the prong 14 of a hanger of the type which
is conventionally employed in connection with perfo-
rated wallboard used in point of purchase displays.

At spaced points along the length of the strip 10 is a
series of incisions generally designated by the numeral
16 which define tabs generally designated by the nu-
meral 18. These tabs 18 are deflected outwardly from
the plane of the body of the strip 10 to provide hooks
which extend through the mounting apertures 22 of the
articles of merchandise generally designated by the
numeral 20. In the illustration, the article of merchan-
dise 20 employs a paperboard card 32 and a thermo-
formed plastic blister 34 within whlch the actua] prod-
uct is enclosed.

Tummg next to FIGS 4-6, and particularly the up-
permost incision 16 in FIG. §, it can be seen that the
incisions 16 have a pair of legs 36 spaced transversely of
the strip 10 and extending generally along the longitudi-
nal axis thereof and an enlarged transverse head portion
38 extending between the ends thereof closest to the
support aperture 12. The head portion 38 has horizon-
tally projecting ears 42, 44 which extend outwardly of
the legs 36, for a purpose to be described more fully
hereinafter. At the opposite or lower end of the legs 40
are short horizontally extending feet 30.

As can be seen in FIG. 6, the tab 18 may be deflected
outwardly from the plane of the body of the stnip 10, as
shown by the arrow, into the position shown wherein it
is extending upwardly and outwardly. The tab 18 has
elongated sides 36 and an enlarged head portion 38 with
ears 42, 44 and a hinge line 40. As can be seen, the feet
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30 of the incision 16 facilitate the deflection of the tab 18
and minimize the tendency of the strip 10 to tear.
In this deflected position, the card 32 may be easily
placed over the tab 18, and it will slide downwardly

along its sides 24 to a point adjacent the base of the tab 3
18.

As will be noted in FIG. 5, the ears 42, 44 are of
unequal size. This affords the advantage of more se-
curely seating the carded package 20 upon the tab 18
since the package 20 must generally be canted to effect 10
its removal from the tab 18.

As will be readily appreciated, the hanger strips of
the present invention may be readily fabricated by die
cutting the incisions and the hanger aperture in syn-
thetic resin sheet material of the desired length and
width. The spacing between the incisions may be varied
depending upon the size of the cards to be supported
thereon, and the sizes of the incisions may be varied
depending upon the width and the length of the tabs
which are desired. |

By use of incisions of the type illustrated with arcuate
ears and lateral feet, the tendency for the plastic strip to
tear or split is minimized. By sloping the sides of the
tabs towards their base as shown, the load from the
carded merchandise tends to be applied at a point close
to the base of the tabs, thus reducing any tendency for
the tab to be deflected further by the weight of the
carded article which is supported thereon.

In practice, the commercial embodiment of the inven-
tion employed by Applicants’ assignee utilizes polyeth-
ylene strip having a thickness in the range of 0.030 to
0.050 inch, and preferably about 0.035 inch. A length of
plastic sheet material 30-32 inches in length and 2 to 2}
inches in width will conveniently provide twelve tabs 3¢
along its length, each tab having a height of about one
inch. This will accommodate some variation in the size
of the cards placed thereon while maintaining a desir-
able overlap of the cards to provide an attractive dis-
play.

Although polypropylene and ethylene/propylene
copolymers may be employed, polyethylene is pre-
ferred because of its low cost and a desirable balance of
properties. Other resins providing self-supporting prop-
erties and limited resilient deflectability may also be 45
employed, albeit at greater cost. Desirably, the resin
may be colored to improve aesthetics.

Display strips are preassembled with the merchandise
and conveniently packed in shipping cartons so that the
clerk removes the assembled strip and mounts twelve
carded items at a time rather than removing them indi-
vidually and individually mounting twelve items on
hangers. It will be appreciated that shorter wallboards
may be employed since the strips may hang therebelow.
Problems in variation of vertical spacing generally
found with use of individual hangers for the separate
products may be substantially reduced.

Thus, it can be seen from the foregoing detailed de-
scription and attached drawings that the display assem-
bly of the present invention is one which is attractive,
economical and labor saving. The hanger strip may be
readily fabricated from low cost synthetic sheet mate-
rial by a simple die cutting operation, and a multiplicity
of articles may be readily assembled upon the strip and
packed in the shipping cartons at the factory.

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed
is:
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1. A display assembly comprising: |

(a) a vertically disposed elongated planar strip of
synthetic resin having upper and lower ends and
having a multiplicity of incisions spaced there-
along, said incisions defining upwardly extending
tabs which includes a pair of horizontally spaced
vertically extending legs whereby each of said legs
has an upper end and a lower end, a transverse
head portion extending between the upper ends of
said legs, and a base extending between the lower
ends of said legs, whereby said base is hinged to
said planar strip, at least some of said tabs being
deflected about their base outwardly of the plane of
said strip to form upwardly extending hooks, said
tabs having horizontally outwardly extending ears
at the head portion thereof with one of said ears
having greater horizontal dimension than the other
ear; and

(b) apertured articles of merchandise supported on
said hooks. |

2. The display assembly in accordance with claim 4
wherein said strip has an aperture therein adjacent its
upper end for suspending said strip upon a hanger.

3. The display assembly in accordance with claim 1
wherein said incisions have horizontally outwardly
extending foot portions at the lower end of said legs.

4. The display assembly in accordance with claim 1
wherein said articles of merchandise include a mounting
card for the merchandise article, said card having an
aperture therein through which said hook extends.

5. The display assembly in accordance with claim 1
wherein said synthetic resin is a polyolefin.

6. A packaging and display assembly comprising:

(a) a shipping carton;

(b) a multiplicity of elongated planar strip of syn-
thetic resin having upper and lower ends, each of
said planar strips comprising a multiplicity of inci-
sions spaced therealong, said incisions defining
upwardly extending tabs which includes a pair of
horizontally spaced vertically extending legs
whereby each of said legs has an upper end and a
lower end, a transverse head portion extending
between the upper ends of said legs, and a base
extending between the lower ends of said legs,
whereby said base is hinged to said planar strip, at
least some of said tabs being deflected about their
base outwardly of the plane of said strip to form
upwardly extending hooks, said tabs having hori-
zontally outwardly extending ears at the head por-
tion thereof with one of said ears having greater
horizontal dimension than the other ear; and

(b) apertured articles of merchandise supported on
said tabs of said strips in said carton, said strips
being removable from said carton with said articles
of merchandise remain securely supported on said
strip for hanging on a merchandising display.

7. The packaging and display assembly in accordance
with claim 6 wherein each said strip has an aperture
therein adjacent its end oriented in the direction of said
head portions for suspending said strip upon a hanger.
8. The packaging and display assembly in accordance
with claim 6 wherein said incisions have horizontally
outwardly extending foot portions at said other end of
said legs.

9. The packaging and display assembly in accordance

with claim 6 wherein said synthetic resin is a polyolefin.
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