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vice (10) in which an intermediate portion (19) of the
belt comprises two strap-like portions (20), (21) which,
in the headstall configuration, part to form a loop to
encircle the nose of the animal whiist the end portions

(11/24) (14) of the belt cooperate to encircle and hold
the head of the animal.

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
HEADSTALL

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a device which doubles as a
clothing belt and a muzzle or headstall device which
can be used as a temporary device for “‘bridling” and
leading an animal such as a horse. The invention will be
described herein in relation to such a belt and headstall
for a horse but is not restricted to use with such an
animal.

It 1s often desired to control and lead a horse, for
example, by means of a bridle or a headstall device
when no such device 1s readily avatlable. It 1s an object
of the present invention to provide a device which can
be worn by a person as a normal clothing belt and re-
moved when required to form a headstall device for
temporarily controlling and leading an animal such as a
horse.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention therefore provides a combina-
tion belt and animal headstall device which comprises
first and second elongate belt portions separated by an
intermediate belt-like portion comprising two or more
elongated strap-like portions, said first and second elon-
gate belt portions having attachment means forming
cooperating belt connection means adapted to secure
the device in a belt configuration said strap-like portions
being movable to enable the strap-like portions to encir-
cle the nose of the animal when the device is 1n a head-
stall configuration said first and second belt portions
being extendable 1n length to enable the portions to
extend behind and to be attached to the head of the
animal. _

The present invention also provides a combination
belt and animal headstall device which comprises first
and second elongate belt portions separated by an inter-
mediate beli-like portion comprising two or more elon-
gate strap-like portions, said first and second elongate
belt portions having attachment means forming co-
operating belt connection means: said strap-like por-
tions being moveable to enable the strap-like portions to
encircle the nose of the animal; and said first and second
belt portions being entendable in combined length to
enable the portions to extend behind and to be secured
to the head of the animal when the device is in the
headstall configuration.

Preferably the attachment means comprises a buckle

on the first belt portion which 1s releasably attached at 50

any one of a plurality of positions along the length of
the first belt portion to enable the device to be length-
ened to accommodate the head of the animal when the
device 1s in a headstall configuration.

Preferably the attachment means comprises a buckie
on the first belt portion which 1s releasably attached at
any one of a plurality of positions along the length of
the first belt portion to enable the device, when in a belt
configuration to be worn by a person, to be adjusted in
length to accommodate persons of differing girth.

Preferably the buckie 1s in a position between the end
of the belt portion attached to the intermediate portion
and the other end of the belt portion preferably the
portion of the belt which extends beyond the buckle
folds back against itself at or about the position of the
buckle. |

Preferably the intermediate elongate belt portion
comprises two elongate strap members of combined

5

10

15

20

25

30

40

55

65

2

width approximately equal to the width of the first and
second elongate belt poriions. Alternating the interme-
diate elongate belt portion comprises two chains either
of metal or synthetic plastics material of suitable
strength characteristics. In a further alternative the
intermediate elongate belt portion comprises two ropes

or cords of the natural or synthetic plastic material
fibres attached in known manner to the first and second
elongate belt portions.

Preferred forms of the device of the invention will
now be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a side view of a belt and headstall device
according to the invention shown in a belt configura-
tion.

FIG. 2 1s a plan view of the device of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows a partial side view of the device of
FIG. 1 and 2 in an extended configuration.

FIG. 4 is a side view of an alternative belt and head-
stall device according to the invention.

FIG. 5 1s a plan view of the device of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 shows the device of FIGS. 1 to 3 in situ in the
headstall configuration.

FI1G. 7 shows the device of FIG. 6 in greater detail.

FIG. 8 shows a view of an alternative construction of
belt and headstall device according to the invention.

FIG. 9 shows a further alternative construction of
belt and headstall device according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 there 1s shown a belt
and headstall device 10 of the present invention in belt
form. The device comprises an elongated first belt por-
tion 11 having a buckle 12 attached at one end 13 and a
second belt portion 14 having a plurality of buckle en-
gagement holes 15 disposed towards one end 16 thereof.
The other ends 17, 18 of the first and second belt por-
tions are joined by an intermediate belt portion 19 hav-
Ing at least two strap means 20, 21 joined by means of
rings 22, 23. The strap means are formed and joined to
the rings so that they lie substantially parallel to each
other and co-linear with the first and second belt por-
tions when the device is in the belt configuration. The
belt portions may be attached to the rings by any means
known 1n the art such as by studs or by sewing or glue-
ing. The second belt portion includes as indicated a
plurality of buckle holes 15 to cooperate in known man-
ner with buckle 12 and enable adjustment of the belt as
is customary to fit persons of different stature. The first
belt portion includes as indicated a buckle 12 which
may be releasably attached as described later (or may be
releasably engaged in one or more positions) to allow
increase in the length of the belt and headstall device
from the belt configuration as shown to the headstall
configuration as will be described later. Such increase in
length of the belt may be accomplished by providing
additional first belt portion 24 integral with first belt
portion 11 and which lies adjacent to and inside the first
belt portion and 1s releasably attached thereto by studs
25s and clip 25¢. The first belt portion and additional
belt portion encircle and hold buckle 12 1n known man-
ner and hold the buckle 1n place by means of stud 26s
and clip means 26c.
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As shown in FIG. 3 the device 10 can be extended In
that the first belt portion 11 may be lengthened by un-
clipping the stud and clip means 25¢, 25s and stud chp
means 26¢, 26s and fixing the buckle at about the end 27
of the additional first belt portion 24 by means of stud

25s and clip 28¢c. The length of the extended first belt

portion is thus approximately doubled to provide in-
creased length in the combined belt portions to enable
the belt portions of the device to extend around the

head of the animal to which is 1s to be fitted.

Referring to FIGS. 4 and § there 1s shown an alterna-
tive configuration of belt and headstall device 30 similar
to that described in relation to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 with the
buckle 12 shown attached by means of studs 29s and chp
means 29¢ midway along first belt portion 11 and add:-
tional belt portion 24 The first belt portion 11 and addi-
tional belt portion 24 are releasably secured as before at
or near ring 23 by stud 31s and clip means 31c. Thus it
possible to construct a belt for a person of shorter stat-
ure or smaller build which still 1s convertible to a head-
stall configuration of sufficient length when extended in
similar manner as described in relation to FIG. 6 later.

Referring to FIG. 6 there is shown a belt and halter
combination in the halter configuration attached In
position On a horse.

The belt and halter device 10 1s shown 1n the halter
configuration on a horse (head) 32. The belt portions
(11 and 24 of FIG. 1) are in the extended configuration
as shown in FIG. 3 and the end 16 of the belt portion 14
1s attached to buckle 12 to attach the device in place as
shown. The strap means 20, 21 of the intermediate belt
portion are separated as shown to encircle the nose 324
of the horse.

F1G. 7 shows the device 10 of FIG. 6 1n greater detail
to show further preferred features of the invention. The
extended first and second belt portions 14 and 16 are
connected by way of buckle 12. The first and second
belt portions 14, 11 and 24 are attached to intermediate
belt sections 20 and 21 by way of rings 42. The edges of
the first and second belt portions 11 and 14 and the
edges of the intermediate belt sections 20 and 21 are
preferably cut to a bevel edge 43 to enable the interme-
diate belt sections to readily part and assume the head-
stall configuration in which the angle between the first
and second belts on the onehand and the intermediate
belt sections are disposed substantially at right angles in
the vicinity of the rings 42.

Referring to FIG. 8, there is shown a partial plan
view of a belt and headstall device 40 similar that shown
in FIGS. 1 to 3. The belt and headstall device 40 in-
cludes first and second belt portions 11 and 14 as per
FIG. 1 attached to intermediate elongate belt like por-
tion 33 by means of metal rings 22, 23. The belt portion
33 comprises two lengths of chain 34 and 35 which are
attached only at each end to the rings 22 and 23. The
chains can then readily be parted to form a loop as
previously described to encircle the nose of a horse or
other animal to be lead.

FIG. 9 shows a further alternative construction of
belt and headstall device 36 according to the invention.
The first and second belt portions 11, 14 and intermedi-
ate elongate belt portion are formed from a single strap
of leather by provision of two holes 37. 38 through the
belt. The holes 37 and 38 are formed by sht 39 also
through the belt parallel to the sides or edges 41 of the
belt to provide the two intermediate strap portions 42,
43 which are parted to form the animal nose encircling
loop as previously described.
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It will be readily apparent that a belt and headstall
device may be constructed which combines the features

of FIGS. 1 to 3 and 4 and § The belt and headstall
device of FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 may be modified so that the
buckle 12 may be positioned on end 13 of the first belt
portion or part way between end 17 and end 13 by
provision of additional stud and clip means 29 as de-

scribed in relation to FIGS. 4 and § as well as being
positioned, in the headstall extended configuration, at

or near end 27 of the additional first belt position.

The belt and halter device may be made of any con-
venient textile or other suitable material with leather
being the preferred material. The rings and stud and clip
combination may be made of any suitable materal such
as plastics materials or metal. The intermediate belt
section may comprise three or more strap means; two of
which encircle the nose of the animal to be controlled
or lead. The strap means may comprise as indicated
leather strips, rope, cord or chain or any other suitable
material. |

Other straps or hand grips may be attached to the
rings of the belt and halter device to readily enable the
animal to be lead by hand. Other strap devices may be
provided to releasably attach to, for example, one or
other of the rings to provide appropriate hand grip
means.

- The connection of the first, second and intermediate
belt portions has been described utilizing metal rings,
for example. It is obviously an alternative procedure to
merely separate the strips of the intermediate belt por-
tion by appropriate splitting of the complete belt length
at the appropriate position or section of the length of

the belt.
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The preferred means of attaching the device either in
the belt or in the headstall configuration is by way of a
conventional belt buckle. It will be appreciated that the
attachment means may include Velcro-type fastening
means or any other suitable means known 1n the art.

Other variations and modifications may be made
without departing from the spirit of the invention dis-
closed herein.

I claim:

1. A combination human belt and amimal headstall
device which comprises first and second elongate belt
portions separated by an intermediate belt-like portion
comprising two or more elongated strap-like portions,
said first and second elongate belt portions having at-
tachment means forming cooperating belt connection
means adapted to secure the device in a human belt
configuration for human use, said strap-like portions
being movable to enable the strap-like portions to encir-
cle the nose of the animal when the device is in a head-
stall configuration, said first and second belt portions
being extendable in combined length to enable the por-
tions to extend behind and to be attached around the
head of the animal.

2. A device as claimed in claim 1 in which the attach-
ment means comprises a buckle on the first belt portion
which is releasably attached at any one of a plurality of
positions along the length of the first belt position to
enable the device to be lengthened to accommodate the
head of the animal when the device is in a headstall
configuration. |

3. A device as claimed in claim 1 in which the attach-
ment means comprises a buckle on the first belt portion
which is releasably attached at any one of a plurality of
positions along the length of the first belt portion to
enable the device, when 1n a belt configuration to be
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worn by a person. to be adjusted in length to accommo-
date persons of differing girth.

4. A device as claimed in claim 3 in which the buckle
1s 1n a positton between the end of the belt portion at-

tached to the intermediate portion and the other end of -

the belt portion.

5. A device as claimed in claim 4 in which the portion
of the belt which extends beyond the buckle folds back
against itself at or about the position of the buckle.

6. A combination human belt and animal headstall

device which comprises first and second elongate belt
portions separated by an intermediate belt-like portion
comprising two or more elongate strap-like portions,
said first and second elongate belt portions having at-
tachment means forming cooperating belt connection
means, said strap-like portions being moveable to enable
the strap-like portions to encircle the nose of the ammal;
and said first and second belt portions being extendable
in combined length to enable the portions to exiend and
be secured behind the head of the animal when the
device is in the headstall configuration.
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7. A device as claimed in claim 6 in which the attach-
ment means comprises a buckle on the first belt portion
which is releasably attached at any one of a plurality of
positions along the length of the first belt portion to
enable the device to be lengthened to accommodate the
head of the animal when the device is in a headstall
configuration.

8. A device as claimed in claim 6 in which the attach-
ment means comprises a buckle on the first belt portion
which is releasably attached at any one of a plurality of
positions along the length of the first belt portion to
enable the device, when in a belt configuration to be
worn by a person, to be adjusted in length to accommo-
date persons of differing girth. |

9. A device as claimed in claim 8 in which the buckle
is in a position between the end of the belt portion at-
tached to the intermediate portion and the other end of
the belt portion.

10. A device as claimed in claim 9 in which the por-
tion of the belt which extends beyond the buckle folds

back against itself at or about the position of the buckie.
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