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[57] ABSTRACT

A video-signal-distortion reducing apparatus compris-
g a filter circuit for selectively passing a broadcast
television signal (BC signal) and a laser disc video signal
(LD signal). The broadcast television signal has a GCR
signal in 18H and 281H of its scanning lines while the
laser disc signal has commmangd signals for other pur-
poses in 18H and 28H of its scanning lines. A GCR
signal is assigned to other scanning lines than 18H and
281H of the laser disc signal. A GCR waveform mem-
ory selectively stores the GCR signal superimposed on
BC signal in response to a BC signal selecting comm-
mand produced by a timing generator and the GCR
signal superimposed on the LD signal in response to an
LD signal selecting command. An arithmetic opera-
tional circuit detects a delay time and an amplitude
difference of the GCR signal stored in the GCR wave-
form memory relative to a reference GCR signal and
controls the filter characteristic such that the delay time
and the amplitude difference are minimized.

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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SELECTIVE DEGHOSTING OF PLURAL
GCR-CONTAINING VIDEO SIGNALS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a video-signal-distor-
tion reducing apparatus in which waveform distortion
of the video signal is reduced by using a reference signal
such as a so-called GCR(Ghost Canceler Reference)
signal to recover an original signal.

2. Prior Art

Multipath signals arriving at a receiving antenna con-
tnbute to multiple images in the picture called ghosts.
Broadcasting stations transmit television signals having
a reference signal(Ghost Canceler Reference, or GCR
signal) superimposed thereon so that ghost can be elimi-
nated at a receiving side. If the video signal is distroted,
so 1s the GCR signal. Thus, the ghost problem can be
eliminated by performing various signal processings on
the ghost-interfered video signal on the basis of the
degree and time-delay of the GCR signal at the receiv-
ing side. The GCR signal is inserted into the 18th(18H)
and 281st(281H) horizontal scanning lines of the broad-
cast signal (referred to as BC signal). The above 18H
and 281H lines lie during the vertical retrace interval of
the video signal.

If the video signal reproduced from a laser disk is to
be displayed on the television set having a ghost can-
celer circuit incorporated therein, the video signal must
detour the ghost canceler circuit since the ghost can-
celer adversely affects the LD signal. Further, the use
of GCR signal might be considered to reduce possible
waveform distortion in a video signal reproduced from
a laser disc player (referred to as LD signal hereinafter)
if the GCR signal can be inserted into the 18th(18H) and
281st(281H) horizontal scanning lines of the LD signal.

However, the LD signal has other code signals assigned

to the 18th(18H) and 281st(281H) lines.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide an
apparatus in which a ghost canceler circuit not only
reduces the ghost interference of the BC signal but also
eliminates the waveform distortion of the LD signal.

A video-signal distortion reducing apparatus accord-
ing to the invention comprises a filter circuit for selec-
tively passing a broadcast television signal(BC signal)
and a laser disc video signal(LD signal). The broadcast
television signal has a GCR signal in 18H and 281H of
its scanning lines while the laser disc signal has com-
mand signals for other purposes in 18H and 281H of its
scanning lines. A GCR signal is assigned to other scan-
ning lines than 18H and 281H of the laser disc signal. A
GCR waveform memory selectively stores the GCR
signal superimposed on BC signal in response to a BC
signal selecting command produced by a timing genera-
tor and the GCR signal superimposed on the LD signal
In response to an LD signal selecting command. An
arithmetic operational circuit detects a delay time and
an amplitude difference of the GCR signal stored in the
GCR waveform memory relative to a reference GCR
signal and controls the filter characteristics such that
the delay time and the amplitude difference are mini-
mized.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features and other objects of the invention will be
more apparent from the detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings in which: |

FIG. 11s a block diagram showing an embodiment of
a video-signal distortion reducing apparatus according
to the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows the construction of a waveform equal-
izing filter in FI1G. 1; and | |

FIG. 3 shows the construction of a long-ghost filter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Embodiment

FIG. 1 1s a diagram showing an embodiment of a
video-signal distorting reducing apparatus according to
the present invention. A BC signal or an LD signal is
supplied to an amplifier 2, a switch 3, clock generator 4,
and synchronous separation circuit § via an input termi-
nal 1. The switch 3 selectively receives the input and
output of amplifier 2 in response to a BC/LD selecting
command from a control terminal 16 and sends the
video signal to an A/D converter 6 whose output is
supplied to both a waveform equalizing filter 7 and a

. GCR waveform memory 8. The output of waveform
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equalizing filter 7 is supplied to a second input of the
GCR waveform memory 8, a long-ghost filter 9 that
eliminates ordinary ghost images. A switch 10 selec-
tively receives the input and output of the long-ghost
filter 9 to feed it to a D/A converter 11 and to a third
input of the GCR waveform memory 8.

The clock generator 4 produces a clock signal CK
which 1s supplied to the A/D converter 6, waveform
equalizing filter 7, long-ghost filter 9, and timing gener-
ator 13. The synchronous separation circuit 5 produces
a horizontal sync signal HD and a vertical sync signal
VD on the basis of the video signal supplied via the
terminal 1. The signals VD and HD are supplied to the
timing generator 13, which 1in turn produces various
timing signals based on the clock signal CK and hori-
zontal and vertical sync signals HD and VD. The tim-
ing generator 13 also produces a TBC signal used for
sampling the GCR signal from the BC signal and a
TLD signal used for sampling the GCR signal from the
LD signal. The TBC signal and TLD signal are selec-
tively supplied to the GCR waveform memory 8 by the
switch 14 in response to the BC/LD selecting signal
supplied to the terminal 16. The arithmetic operational
circuit 15 calculates multiplying coefficients for con-
trolling the filter characteristic on the basis of the delay
time and amplitude of the GCR signal read out of the
GCR waveform memory 8 and sends them to the filters
7 and 9. -

The three switches 3, 10, 14 are operated simulta-
neously by the BC/LD selecting signal supplied
through the control terminal 16. FIG. 1 shows the
switch positions when the LD signal is processed.

FIG. 2 show the construction of the waveform equal-
1zing filter 7. A delay line 70 takes the form of a plural-
ity of cascaded delay elements 70a~70n so constructed
that the signal are taken out via the respective taps with
a multiple of a predetermined delay time T. Each of a
plurality of multipliers 71a-71n multiplies a delayed
signal from the respective tap by a desired coefficient
supplied from the arithmetic operational circuit 15 so as
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to give a desired tap gain. An adder 72 adds the outputs
of the multipliers 71a-71n to output the original video
signal whose distortion component is canceled out
when the multipliers 71a-71n are set their coefficients
properly. |

FIG. 3 shows the construction of the long-ghost filter
9. A delay line 90 is made up of a plurality of delay
elements 90a-90n. Each of a plurality of multipliers
912-91n multiplies a delayed output signal of the re-
spective cascaded delay element by a desired coefficient
SO as to set a desired tap gain of the delay line 90. An
adder 92 adds the outputs of these multipliers 91¢-91n
to obtain a total value. A multiplier 93a sends the output
of adder 92 multiplied by a desired tap gain to the adder
94. Likewise, each of a plurality of multipliers 935 to
937+ 1 sends the delayed output of the respective delay
element 902-90» multiplied by desired coefficient. The
adder 94 receives the outputs of the multipliers 93a to
93n+1 and adds them up. The arithmetic operational
circuit 15 supplies the multipliers 71a-71n, 91a-91n and
93a to 93n+1 with the respective coefficients.

The video-signal-distortion reducing apparatus can
also be incorporated in an laser disc player so that possi-
ble ghost interference may be eliminated.

The GCR signal may be inserted into the LD signal
when recording, so that the video signal can be prop-
erly reproduced by the use of the GCR signal. This
eliminates the necessity of providing a GCR-signal-
inserting circuit in the laser disc player. |

Operation

When the BC signal 1s inputted to the input terminal
1, the respective switches 3, 10, 14 are switched to the
positions opposite to those shown in FIG. 1 in response
to the BC/L.D selecting signal supplied to the terminal
16. The BC signal 1s supplied via the switch 3 directly to
the A/D converter 6 which converts the signal into a
digital form and sends it to the waveform equalizing
filter 7. The digital video signal through the waveform
equalizing filter 7 1s fed to the GCR waveform memory
8 which in turn reads in, with the aid of the timing signal
TBC from the timing generator 13, the signals in the
scanning line 18H and 218H on which the GCR signal
is superimposed. The arithmetic operational circuit 15
receives the GCR signal thus read in so as to calculate
the difference between an internally generated GCR
signal and the GCR signal from the GCR waveform
memory 8. In this manner, only the ghost component of
the GCR signal existing in the horizontal scanning lines
(18H and 218H) is sampled. The arithmetic operational
circuit 15 sets the multiplying coefficients for the multi-
phiers 71a-71n such that the sampled ghost component
i1s canceled out. The above mentioned procedure is
repeated so that the filter characteristics is modified in
such a direction as to ultimately eliminate the ‘‘differ-
ence between the ghost component and the internally
generated GCR signal.”

The video signal that has been removed proximity
ghost by the filter 7, is supplied to the long-ghost filter
9 which processes the signal in a way similar to the filter
7 so as to eliminate the long-ghost. The video signal that
has been removed long-ghost is then converted by the
D/A converter 11 into an analog signal.

When the LD signal is inputted to the input terminal
1, the respective switches 3, 10, 14 are switched to the
positions shown in FIG. 1 in response to the BC/LD
selecting signal supplied to the terminal 16. The GCR
signal 1s assumed to have been inserted into the LD
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signal by a GCR-signal-inserting circuit. The LD signal

is amplified by the amplifier 2 and is then supplied to the
A/D converter 6 via the switch 3. The BC signal may

exceed the white peak level or become below the
SYNC tip due to ghost, and therefore the BC signal of
a relatively low level 1s supplied to the A/D converter

6 for a sufficient dynamic range rather than through the
amplifier 2. In contrast to this, the LD signal is stable in
signal level and therefore the I.D signal is amplified 1ts
level to utilize the full dynamic range of A/D converter
6 for good signal-to-noise ratio. If the input level 1s high
enough, an attenuator may be used in place of the ampli-
fier 2.

The digital video signal from the A/D converter 6 is
inputted to the waveform equalizing filter 7 whose
output 1s supplied to the GCR waveform memory 8,
which in turn reads in, with the aid of the timing signal
TLD from the timing generator 13, the signals in the
horizontal scanning lines, for example, 15H and 278H
on which the GCR signal for the LD signal is superim-
posed. The arithmetic operational circuit 15 receives
the GCR signal thus read in so as to calculate the differ-
ence between the internally generated GCR signal and
the GCR signal from the GCR waveform memory 8 for
the detection of waveform distortion. The arithmetic
operational circuit 18 sets the muitiplying coefficients
for the multipliers 71a-71n such that the detected wave-
form distortion is equalized. The above-mentioned pro-
cedure is repeated so that the filter characteristic of
waveform equalizing filter 7 is modified in such a direc-
tion as to reduce the distortion of frequency response of
the GCR signal. Thus, the aforementioned operation is

- repeated to ultimately equalize the LD video signal up
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to 4.2 MHz of the band width of GCR signal.

The waveform-equalized video signal is inputted via
the switch 10 to the D/A converter 11 which converts
the digital video signal into an analog signal and outputs
it to an external circuit through the output terminal 12.

What 1s claimed:

1. A video-stgnal-distortion reducing apparatus com-
prising:

a filter circuit for selectively passing a first video
signal and a second video signal therethrough, said
first video signal having a first GCR signal in a first
location of horizontal scanning lines thereof and
saild second video signal having a second GCR
signal 1n a second location of horizontal scanning
lines thereof, said filter having filter characteristics
variable in accordance with a control signal sup-
phied thereto;

a timing generator for generating a first-video-signal
selecting command on the basis of said first video
signal and for generating a second-video-signal
selecting command on the basis of said second
video signal;

a GCR waveform memory for storing said first GCR
signal superimposed on said first video signal in
accordance with said first-video-signal selecting
command and for storing said second GCR signal
superimposed on said second video signal in accor-
dance with said second-video-signal selecting com-
mand;

an arithmetic operational circuit for detecting a delay
- time and an amplitude difference of a one of said

first GCR signal and said second GCR signal
stored in said GCR waveform memory relative to
a reference GCR signal to produce said control
signal so as to vary said filter characteristic such
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that said delay tlme and said amplitude are mini-
mized.

2. A video-signal-distortion reducing apparatus ac-
cording to claim 1, wherein said first video signal is a
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cording to claim 1, wherein said first-video-signal se-
lecting command is produced on the basis of a clock
signal and a sync signal of said first video signal and said
second-video-signal selecting command is produced on

television broadcast signal and said second signal is a 5 the basis of a clock signal and a sync signal of said sec-

laser disc signal.
3. A video-signal-distortion reducing apparatus ac-
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ond video signal.
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