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1
BEVERAGE DISPENSING METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates generally to beverage spouts,
and more particularly, to beverage spouts and methods
of pouring beverages into two or more glasses simulta-
neously.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There are many spouts for dispensing beverages such
as soda, beer, and liquor. To the best of the knowledge
of the inventor of the present invention, no spouts have
heretofore been developed for simultaneously dispens-
ing beverages into two or more beverage glasses. -

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention addresses the aforementioned
need by providing a spout for simultaneously dispensing
beverage into at least two drinking glasses. The spout
includes means for receiving beverage and means In
communication with said beverage receiving means for
simultaneously dispensing at least two selectively
spaced streams of beverage. The beverage streams are
selectively spaced to enable the streams to be simulta-
neously collected together in a single conventional
drinking glass or simultaneously collected separately in
separate beverage glasses properly positioned under the

streams.
The present invention also provides a method for

simultaneously dispensing beverage into two or more
drinking glasses. The method includes providing a
spout as described above having means for receiving
beverage and means in commaunication with the bever-
age receiving means for dispensing at least two selec-
tively spaced streams of beverage. The method also
includes positioning the drinking glasses under the bev-
erage streams so that each stream is collectable in a
different drinking glass. The method also contemplates
simultaneously collecting all streams together in one
drinking glass that is properly positioned under the
streams.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the spout
includes means for receiving beverage and first spout
means in communication with the beverage receiving
means for dispensing a first stream of beverage. Second
spout means in communication with said beverage re-
ceiving means is also provided for dispensing a second
stream of beverage. The first and second spout means
are selectively spaced from each other so that the adja-
cent rims of two conventional drinking glasses held side
by side can be located between the first and second
spout means, thereby enabling beverage flowing
through the first spout means to be collected in one of
the drinking glasses while beverage flowing through
the second spout means is collected in the other drink-
ing glass. The first and second spout means are also
sized, configured and spaced from each other so as to
enable both spout means to fit inside the rim of a single
drinking glass so that beverage flowing through both
spout means can be collected in a single drinking giass.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a prior art beer tap
having a spout.
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a spout
adapter of the present invention attached to the spout of
FIG. 1. |

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating the spout
adapter of FIG. 2 simultaneously dispensing beverage
into two mugs which are positioned below the spout
adapter.

FIG. 4 is a partial cross-sectional view illustrating the
spout adapter shown in FIG. 3 with the mugs of FIG. 3
illustrated in phantom;

FIG. 5§ is a perspective view illustrating the spout
adapter of FIG. 2 dispensing beverage into a single
drinking glass. '

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of another spout adapter
of the present invention attached to the spout of FIG. 1
for simultaneously dispensing beverage into three bev-
erage mugs.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view illustrating yet another
spout of the present invention for attachment to a bottle
for simultaneously dispensing beverage into two shot
glasses. - |

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the spout of FIG. 7
showing the spout filling a single shot glass.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional beverage spout 3
having a handle 7 for controlling an internal on/off
valve (not shown) located in spout S to control the fiow
of beverage through the spout.

FIG. 2 illustrates a spout adapter 10 of the present
invention for attachment to conventional spout 5. As
best shown in FIG. 4, adapter 10 comprises a housing 12
having a first portion 14 defining a beverage receiving
chamber 16 having a beverage inlet 18. Housing 12 also
has a second portion (not numbered) which 1ncludes
two spout sections 20 and 22. Spout sections 20, 22,
respectively, define beverage chambers 24 and 26
which terminate, respectively, at beverage exits 28 and
30. As illustrated, beverage dispensing chambers 24 and
26 are in fluid communication with beverage receiving
chamber 16 and, thus, are capable of receiving beverage
from beverage receiving chamber 16.

Spout adapter 10 is attached to conventional spout §
by a flexible collar 32 preferably made of Neoprene.
Collar 32 is sized and configured to fit snugly on the end
of tap 5 and the area of first portion 14 defining inlet 16
to tightly secure adapter 10 to spout S (in the end to end
abutting relationship shown in FIG. 4) and to prevent
beverage from leaking through the joint made by spout
§ and adapter 10.

Spout sections 20 and 22 are also sloped as 1llustrated
to facilitate drainage of beverage from the spout when
handle 7 is moved to the off position.

The Figures also illustrate that spout sections 20 and
22 are, in accordance with an important aspect of the
present invention, selectively spaced from each other to
enable the adjacent rims 40 and 42 of two conventional
drinking glasses 44 and 46, respectively (see FIGS. 3
and 4) held side by side as indicated in FIGS. 3 and 4 to
be located between spout sections 20 and 22. This ena-
bles beverage stream 48 flowing through spout section
20 to be collected in drinking glass 44 and beverage
stream 50 flowing through spout section 22 to be col-
lected in drinking glass 46. Spout sections 20 and 22 are
also sized, configured and spaced from one another so

. that both spout sections 20, 22 are capable of fitting

inside the rim 60 of a single drinking glass 62 (as illus-
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trated in FIG. §) to enable both beverage streams 48 and
50 to be collected together in drinking glass 62. The
drinking glasses to which the present invention pertains
typically have an outside diameter ranging between
about 14 inches to about 34 inches.

Spacing between spout sections 20 and 22 that has
been found to accommodate both objectives of the
present invention outlined above (1.e. the filling of one
or more glasses simultaneously) ranges between about 3
and 1 inch (preferably about 3 to  of an inch) when the
outside diameter of each spout section 1s between about
3/16 and 3% inches. An optimum spacing found for spout
sections having a 7/16 inch outside diameter1s 13/16 of
an inch. As used herein, spacing means the gap or the
distance between the outside surfaces of spout sections
20 and 22.

FIG. 6 illustrates a spout adapter 70 of the present
invention for dispensing beverage into three drinking
glasses simultaneously. Adapter 70 i1s provided with
three spout sections 72, 74, and 76 each of which 1is
identical to the spout sections 20, 22 of spout adapter 10
with the exception that spout sections 72, 74, and 76 are
selectively spaced from one another to enable the rims
of the three drinking glasses to be positioned under the
spout sections as illustrated in FIG. 6. As such, bever-
age streams 77, 78 and 79 flowing through spout sec-
tions 72, 74 & 76 are capable of being simultaneously
collected separately in the three drinking glasses 80, 81,
82 positioned under the streams. Spout sections 72, 74
and 76 are also sized, configured, and spaced from one
another so that all three spout sections are capable of
fitting inside the rim of a single drinking glass (not
shown) to enable beverage flowing through said spout
sections to be collected 1n a single drinking glass.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate a spout 90 of the present
invention for attachment to a conventional bottle 92
such as a liquor bottle. Spout 90 includes two spout
sections 94 and 96 which are selectively spaced from
one another and angled with respect to each other to
dispense beverage streams 98 and 100 into a single
drinking glass properly positioned under the streams
such as the shot glass 101 as illustrated in FIG. 8. Spout
sections 94 and 96 are also selectively spaced to enable
the beverage streams to be simultaneously collected
separately in two drinking glasses such as shot glasses
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102 and 104 which are properly positioned under the
streams as 1llustrated in FIG. 7. Spacing between spout
sections 94 and 96 that is believed to provide good
results ranges between about ; to 4 inch. The internal
valve mechanism of spout 90 is mechanically similar to
those of commercially available spouts having single
spout sections such as those sold under the trademark
“Cheap Shot” by S. R. Products of Minneapolis, Minn.
This invention has been described in detail with refer-
ence to particular embodiments thereof, but it will be
understood that various other modifications can be
effected within the spirit and scope of this invention.
I claim:
1. A method for dispensing beverages into conven-
tional drinking glasses comprising:
providing a spout having means for receiving bever-
age and means in communication with said bever-
age receiving means for dispensing at least two
selectively spaced streams of beverage, the bever-
age streams being selectively spaced to enable the
streams to be simultaneously collected together 1n
one drinking glass properly positioned under the
streams, the beverage streams also being selec-
tively spaced to enable the streams to be simulta-
neously collected separately in two or more drink-
ing glasses properly positioned under the streams;
providing drinking glasses having an outside diame-
ter between about 14 inches and 3% inches:
positioning the drinking glasses under the means for
dispensing the beverage streams so that each
stream i1s collectable in a separate drinking glass;
dispensing beverage from the spout so that each
stream is collected in a separate drinking glass;
removing the drinking glasses separately collecting
the streams from their positions under the dispens-
ing means;
positioning a single drinking glass under the dispens-
ing means so that all beverage streams are collect-
able in the single drinking glass; and
dispensing beverage from the spout so that all bever-
age streams are collected in the single drinking
glass.
2. A method as claimed 1n claim 1 wherein the drink-

ing glasses have the same outside diameter.
3 E * * %
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