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[57) ABSTRACT

A mobility assisting device which includes a vertical
support structure and a substantially planar base struc-
ture mounted to the vertical support structure so as to
be articulatable relative thereto. Thus, the base remains
parallel to the ground as the user rests upon the device
and moves relative to the ground. Such a structure
maximizes the stability of the device and minimizes the
likelihood of slippage due to uneven, moist, icy or oth-
erwise torturous terrain. The patient supporting struc-
ture is mounted to the vertical support structure so as to
be pivotal relative thereto so as to avoid the translation
of pressure points under the patient’s arms and rubbing
between the upper end of the crutch and the underarm:.
Further, the vertical support structure and the base
structure are preferably spring mounted to one another
so as to be urged into perpendicular relation.

24 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
MOBILITY ASSISTING DEVICES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to devices for assisting
the mobility of permanently or temporarily handi-
capped individuals and, more particularly, to an 1m-
proved crutch-type device for assisting walking.

2. Description of the Related Art

Mobility is essential to functioning independently,

particularly in today’s highly mobile society. Thus,

mobility is of constant concern to those individuais who
are incapable of walking or who are limited in their
ability to walk normally. It is well established that indi-
viduals who have difficulty walking would prefer to
move about on their feet if at all possible rather than in
a wheel chair. Ideally, then, devices should be provided
to assist such handicapped or temporarily injured indi-
viduals to enable as near the ease and safety of walking
as possible.

Crutches, walking sticks or canes, walkers and the
like have been used for assisting people in walking for
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centuries. Typically, crutches have been in the form of ,.

an elongated member which is disposed under the arm
of the user and extends to the ground so as to provide a
support from under the user’s arm to the walking sur-
face. Walking sticks and walkers, on the other hand, are
designed to be manually grasped by the user.

Crutches and other mobility assisting designs have
been modified and improved over the years. However,
they continue to be rigid devices of predetermined con-
figuration which the user for the most part must be
trained to use. |

Crutches require that the user balance himself upon
the tip or bottom end of the rigid support which extends
from under the arm to a small tip contacting the walk-
ing surface. However, the rubber-coated tip of the
crutch has a cross-sectional area of only about 3 square
inches. Thus if the tip comes into contact with a rock,
loose gravel, the edge of a curb or other uneven surface,
water, or ice, the individual using the crutches can slip
and fall. This is also true for canes, walkers and walking
sticks.

Conventional crutches are both uncomfortable and
hazardous to the user. Indeed, crutches do not er-
gonomically fit people in a satisfactory manner. To
prevent interference with the arms and body, conven-
tional crutches must be used at an angle of 10° off the
vertical with the base tip away from the users feet.
Thus, conventional crutches cannot be correctly used in
a vertical plane parallel to the user’s body and they must
be used so that the longitudinal axis thereof is not at a
right angle to the walking surface. The angle at which
the tip of the crutch contacts the ground not only from
forward to rear, but also laterally, does not lend itself to
proper traction. This lateral angle causes the fixed
upper end of the crutch to place force against the upper
ribs under the arms which can cause discomfort and
injury. The forward-and rear motion of the crutch and
the resulting underarm motion causes abrasion by the
upper end movement of a pressure point from a forward
point to a rearward point under the arm as the crutches
pivot relative to the ground from their forward to their
rearward position. Thus, a great deal of padding must
be added to the upper end of the crutch or the user will
be injured temporarily or permanently and may cease
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2

use of the crutches to alleviate the associated discom-
fort or injury.

Crutch mobility under normal use of crutches 1s de-
pendent upon the legs of the user, or one leg at least,
leaving the ground and swinging forward like a pendu-
lum, to the forward point where it contacts the walking
surface. The leg or foot in contact with the walking
surface then acts as a fulcrum or pivot while the
crutches move off the surface from the rear position to
the forward position. Crutches therefore operate on the
basis that the top of the crutch moves in the form of an
arc with the apex in the vertical or up-right position.
This means that the user of a crutch must be raised then
lowered by the use of the underarm rest, or by holding
themselves up with their arms. The effort required to
move forward on a crutch is increased due to the need
to have a force or momentum in the action sufficient to
lift the user during each forward step of the crutch. This
lifting force also places cyclic forces upward on the
users underarm and shoulders. When the user drops 1n
the forward position, their feet or foot impacts the
ground this can cause injury and discomfort especially
to those with additional functional limitations or are
elderly or frail. Furthermore, it is often the case that the
user must wear a heavy cast or brace on their leg or
foot. This further adds to the weight that must be raised
from and lowered back to the ground. |

The hand grips on conventional crutches are i a
fixed position, and because of the aforementioned rais-
ing and lowering, as well as the dynamic forces under
the arms, the conventional crutch user is required to
utilize strength in the hands and arms to raise them-
selves. It is not unusual for the user to develop tired,
sore or injured arms and hands.

Accordingly, despite various structural modifications
and improvements, crutches remain quite difficult to
use, uncomfortable and even injurious and dangerous.
Thus, just at the time of pain, suffering, high anxiety,
and .weakness, the handicapped individual may further
injure himself by use of a conventional crutch and/or
sacrifice mobility out of fear of further injury and dis-
comfort.

Canes and walking sticks also require balancing on a
small rubber tip; although there has been an improve-
ment in the form of a cane which has a short four legged
base, the problem remains that hazards on the waiking
surface could cause the cane or walking sticks which
have a small surface in contact with the ground to slip
resulting in the user falling. In addition, the users hand
or arm grip is rigidly fixed to the cane or walking sticks
which can cause discomfort and possible injury or re-
duce the ability toward its use.

Conventional walkers have four legs, however, in use
most of the time only the front two or rear two legs are
in contact with the walking surface as in the case with
the crutches and canes. Users are limited in conven-
tional walkers due to their poor surface contact, espe-
cially uneven surfaces, ice, gravel, rocks, water, etc.
Also users of walkers must adapt their hands and arms
to the fixed hand grip or hand holds.

As in the case with crutches, walkers, canes, and
walking sticks remain hazardous and difficult for some
who need help in mobility to use.

It is therefore desirable to provide devices including
a crutch for assisting the mobility of injured or handi-
capped individuals which provide a stable base struc-
ture that is ergonomically correct, does not require
much instruction to use and minimizes the likelithood of
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slippage on wet or icy surfaces or that an uneven or
rough walking surface will inhibit the stability of the
crutch structure and thereby the mobility of the individ-
‘ual.

It 1s desirable to provide a crutch-like structure that
minimizes the discomfort and possible injury to the
individual’s hand, feet, arm or underarm during use.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has the primary object of pro-
viding devices for assisting the mobility of injured or
otherwise handicapped individuals by providing a sta-
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ble base structure which remains substantially parailel
to and flat on the ground surface throughout motion of 4

the individual relative to the ground.

A further objective of this invention is the novel
means for maintaining the hand hold, handle, or under-
arm grip parallel to the ground, or rotatable, so that
their is no abrasive or rubbing action, and is ergonomi-
cally suitable to the conditions of the user.

One embodiment of the present invention has the
further object of providing a bearing surface for contact
with the user’s body that minimizes friction and abra-
sive action therebetween and the translation of pressure
points. Thus, it is an object of the invention to provide
a mobility assisting device which is ergonomically
suited to the human body.

To achieve the foregoing objects, the mobility assist-
ing device of the present invention provides a base

which is articulated relative to the vertical support

structure thereof so that the base remains in paraliel
relation to the ground as the user rests upon and/or
holds the device and moves relative to the ground so
that the stability of the device is maximized and the
likelihood of slippage due to uneven, moist, icy or oth-
erwise torturous terrain is minimized. Further, the in-
vention provides a bearing surface which does not
move relative .to the portion of the user’s anatomy
which 1t contacts.

More particularly, the objects of the invention are
achieved with a mobility assisting device which in-
cludes a vertical support structure and a substantially
planar base structure mounted to the vertical support
structure so as to be articulatable relative thereto. Fur-
ther, a supporting structure for under the users arm is
mounted to the vertical support structure so as to be

pivotal relative thereto so as to avoid the translation of

pressure points under the users arms and abrasions due
to the rubbing action between the upper end of the
conventional crutch and the underarm. The vertical
support structure and the base structure may have
springs or actuators mounted to one another so as to be
urged into perpendicular or through its cycle so as to
assist users movement with the crutches or walking
sticks.

Other objects, features, and characteristics of the
present invention, as well as the methods of operation
and functions of the related elements of the structure,
and the combination of parts and economies of manu-

facture, will become more apparent upon consideration

of the following description and the appended claims
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4
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a perspective view of a first embodiment of
a crutch-like device provided in accordance with the
present invention; -

FIGS. 2, 3, and 4 are three separate schematic views
of the crutch like device shown in FIG. 1 in their for-
ward, middle and rear posmons or they would be when
1S use;

FIGS. 2A, 2B, and 2C is an embodiment in which the
spring 70 in FIG. 1 is replaced by a powered actuator to
,provide a power assisted crutch;

FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C is the embodiment shown in
FIG. 1 in the three positions.

FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 4C is a further embodiment where
in the upper portion 86 is raised and lowered via a me-
chanical or cam linkage 82 so that the under arm sup-
port is raised and lowered as the crutch moves from the
forward to the rear position. In this configuration it can
be seen by comparing it with FIG. 3, the distance be-
tween the top or underarm support and the ground
remains constant as the crutch goes through its posi-
tions;

FIGS. 5, SA and 5B illustrate an alternate configura-
tion of the invention in conjunction with a conventional
crutch. This articulated base can be either built as part
of the crutch, or as an attachment to conventional
crutches; |

FIG. 6 illustrates a further configuration of the inven-
tion wherein the applications are applled to a walker
type device;

FIGS. 6a and 6b are more detailed illustrations of the
embodiment of FIGS. 4a-4¢;

FIG. 7 illustrates a further configuration of the inven-
tion wherein the applications are applied to a cane type
device;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of an alternate underarm
rest provided in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an alternate hand grip
prowded in accordance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PRESENTLY PREFERRED EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

A first embodiment of the invention is shown in FIG.
1. The crutch-like device 10 provided in accordance
with the first embodiment of the present invention
which may be referred to as the parallelogram configu-
ration, has a substantially vertical main support struc-

- ture 12 and a substantially horizontal base support struc-

33

with reference to the accompanying drawings, all of ¢5

which form a part of this specification, wherein like
reference numerals designate corresponding parts in the
various figures.

ture 14. The vertical support structure 12 is defined by
first and second vertical rod members 16. The rod mem-
bers may be solid or hollow. However, to provide the
pivotal interconnections of the present invention and to
provide a lightweight crutch structure, the crutch-like
device may be formed from, for example, polyvinyl
chloride (PVC), wood, aluminum, graphite, etc. piping.
Thus, the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1 includes
first and second vertical support rods 16 which may be
solid or hollow and each of which 1s pivotally coupled
to the base support structure 14. In the illustrated em-
bodiment, this pivotal coupling is provided by a T-
shaped tubular joint 18. The stem 20 of the T-shaped
joint 18 is rigidly coupled to the vertical support rod 16
and the cross-bar 22 of the T-shaped joint 18 is rotatably
coupled to the base structure 14 as described more fully
below.
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In the illustrated embodiment, the base support struc-
ture 14 is defined by a frame work of rod elements
including first and second end rods 24 (shown in phan-
tom lines), and first and second side rods 26. The verti-
cal support rods 16 are pivotally coupled to the end
rods 24 of the base 4. Thus, the cross-bars 22 of the
T-joints 18 are pivotally coupled to the end rods 24. In

the alternative, the crossbars are rigidly coupled to the

end rods 24 and the end rods 24 are pivotally coupled to
L-joints 28 which are in turn rigidly coupled to the side
rods 26 or formed as a part thereof. A cross rod 30 may
further be provided as described more fully below.

The coefficient of friction of the base support struc-
ture 14 can be desirably increased by mounting an elas-
tomeric element 32 to the base support structure 14 so as
to extend across a bottom face thereof. Preferably the
friction enhancing elastomeric element 32 is removable
~ and replaceable so that a variety of materials and/or
traction increasing surface configurations can be pro-
vided, depending upon the environment in which it is
used and the ground conditions, thereby maximizing the
effectiveness of the same in maintaining stability of the
crutch 10. In this regard, it is also noteworthy that
because there are gaps between the tubular elements 26,
30 defining the base support 14 across which the elasto-
meric element 32 extends, the base support 14 is flexible
in part so that it will tend to conform to a rough ground
surface while still providing a stable support surface. In
the alternative, the material of the base support struc-
ture 14 and/or the elastomeric element 32 may be se-
lected to provide this conforming and safety character-
istic as may be demanded for particular applications. In
addition, the increased area of the base support 14 pro-
vides a greater frictional surface which reduces the
likelihood of slippage at any point in its travel.

While in the illustrated embodiment the base support
structure 14 is substantially square, 1t 1s to be understood
that the base can be of any shape including circular,
rectangular, triangular and the like. Further, the base
support structure 14 can be either a solid piece or a
frame-like structure as shown. It is also noteworthy that
1in use, it may not always be possible for the base to be
normal to the plane of movement of the crutch. This 1s
because of hills, rocks, uneven walking surface etc.
Therefore, it is intended that the base be able to articu-
late a certain amount laterally so that it can engage the
ground in a manner which maximizes contact there-
within even if it is not placed normal to the vertical
portion of the crutch. It is also to be understood that the
base 14 of the crutch 10 can be pivotally coupled to a
single vertical support member or to first and second
vertical support members that are disposed at an angle
relative to one another while still realizing the advan-
tages of the structure of the invention. Indeed, it 1s only
critical that the base be at least pivotal relative to the
vertical support structure 12 so that, as can be seen in
the schematic illustrations of FIGS. 2a-c, 3a-c, and 4a-c
the base 14 of the crutch structure 10 remains in contact
with and parallel to the ground throughout the motion
of the vertical support structure 12.

FIGS. 2a, 2b, and 2c show a pneumatic, hydraulic or
other form of actuator such as a motor or magnetically
driven means. Further, with this power assisted system
it is desirable for some users to be able to control the
action of the base and the crutch motion. This can be
accomplished via a button or switch on the hand grip or
on the base which functions when 1t 1s used. For exam-
ple, if the crutch is in the forward position (FIG. 24g)

5,113,887 *
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6

and the user wishes to move forward, they could acti-
vate the switch and such actuators would assist the user
in moving forward by causing the top of the crutch to
move from the rear to the forward position.

Referring to FIG. 2, the embodiment is illustrated as
a power assisted crutch. In this example, the actuator 71
in FIG. 2q is actuated by a control switch which is
mounted in the crutch, the handle 54 (FIG. 1) or on the
crutch base 14. The switch on the base 14 (FIG. 2) i1s
provided so that when the crutch is in the forward
position (FIG. 2a), the switch is automatically actuated
and the actuator extends moving the crutch members
12, as well as the entire crutch, to the center (F1G. 2b),
and then to the rear position (FIG. 2¢). At this position
the switch can either automatically or manually deacti-
vate the system.

The power assisted crutch will greatly reduce the
effort required for obtaining mobility with a crutch.
This is of special value to those who, because of their
functional limitations, must now be confined to a wheel-
chair, or can only use crutches for a limited time be-
cause of weakness.

A spring element 70 (FIG. 3) is preferably mounted
to extend between the base structure 14 and the vertical
support elements 12, as shown in FIG. 1, so as to urge
the support structure 12 and base 14 into a substantially
perpendicular disposition. In the embodiment of FIG. 1,
the spring 70 is coupled centrally to a cross rod element
30 of the base 14, and is coupled to an elongated support
72, for example, pivotally coupled to each of the sup-
port rods 16. The spring element 70 dampens the pivotal
motion of the vertical support structure 12 relative to
the base 14 and therefore adds stability to the crutch
structure 10. More particularly, with reference to
FIGS. 3a, 3b and 3¢, the spring or tension device 70
facilitates use of the crutch as follows. When the crutch
10 is placed in the forward position, the spring 70 is
under tension and the articulated base 14 lays flat on the

walking surface. To walk with the crutch, the user

swings their body forward. While doing this the spring
70 force assists the user in walking on the crutch 10 by
reducing the effort or force needed to move forward.
The result of the spring action changes as the cycle
continues. As the user has the crutch 10 directly under
him, the tension is at its lowest point. Then, as the user
passes through this point and the crutch 10 moves rear-
wardly, the spring 70 is again placed under tension
which causes the user to slow down. Provision is made
as well for the tension on the spring 70 to be adjusted as
a function of the users weight, and ease of use. Thus, the
spring or other tension producing means is provided
with a tension adjusting device such as a turn buckle 74.

Further, the spring like action 1s desirable but not
essential for the crutch to operate. Indeed, the device
will operate with or without the tension producing
means and some users may find it easier to use without
tension loading. |

A further feature of the present invention is illus-
trated in particular in FIGS. 4q, 4b, and 4c¢ and 1n FIGS.
6a and 6b. In this embodiment, a linkage system 82 is
provided which maintains a constant height for the
crutch-like device. Thus, as shown schematically in
FIG. 6a, by way of example, an upper portion 84 of the

crutch device including first and second rods 86 1s tele-

scopingly received in first and second vertical tubes 88
defining the lower portion 90 of the crutch device. The
tubes 88 are pivotally mounted to a base 92 which is
substantially similar to the base 14 illustrated in and



7 |
described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 5. The 1llus-
trated linkage system 82 includes a first linkage rod 94
pivotally mounted at a first end thereof to one of the
telescopingly received rods 86 and pivotally coupled at
the other end thereof to a second linkage rod 96 which
is in turned pivotally mounted to the tube 88 which
receives the first rod 86. A third linkage rod 98 is pivot-
ally mounted to the other of the telescopingly received
rods 86 and pivotally is mounted and 1ts other end to a
fourth linkage rod 100 pivotally coupled to the other
tube 88. The first and third linkage rods 94, 98 are pivot-
ally coupled at 102 and the third and fourth rods 96, 100
are pivotally coupled at 104. As the upper portion 84 of

5

10

the crutch device is moved, for example, to the right,

the linkage system 82 causes the upper portion 84 of the
crutch to move vertically upwardly out of the tubes 88
to the position shown, for example, in FIG. 6b. Thus,
the overall length of crutch device between the base
and the uppermost underarm support increases whereas
the overall vertical height of the crutch device remains

15

20

constant. (Compare FIG. 3 wherein the length of the

device remains constant (x+Yy) and the overall height
changes by H to FIG. 4 wherein the length of the de-
vice changes (x+y+L1) but the overall height H re-
mains constant.) Because the height of the device re-
mains constant, the user of the crutch need not pass
through an arc as is the case with typical crutches and
thus the pressure on the underarm will be maintained
constant. Furthermore, because the user does not need

25

to “hop” or otherwise skip through the center point of 30

the pivoting motion, the user can stand on a wheeled or
sliding platform, or have a wheel or wheels attached to
a cast, for example, and simply use the pull and push
motion afforded by the frictional engagement of the
crutch with the ground to impart mobility. While a
particular linkage system is illustrated, it 1s to be under-
stood, that other linkage system or a camming mecha-
nism for example between the vertically upper portion
of the crutch and the tubular members could be pro-
vided to maintain a constant height for the crutch hke
device. It is to be noted that a telescoping structure 1s
not necessary as other means can be used such as slotted
members, or other extension means.

The crutch-like mobility assisting device 10 of the
invention also minimizes discomfort and/or injury to
- the underarm area in one of two ways. If the parallelo-
gram configuration of FIG. 1 1s utilized, the underarm
end of the parallelogram structure is pivoted relative to
the vertical support rods 16 so as to move forward and
back. More particularly, the underarm support struc-
ture 34 is slidably mounted to the vertical support rods

35
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remains parallel to the underarm during motion of the
crutch 10 as shown in the schematic representation of
FIGS. 2, 3, and 4. Because the underarm support 34
does not move with respect to the underarm, the pres-
sure against the underarm of the user remains constant
and is uniformly distributed throughout the entire
movement of the crutch 10. This eliminates the prob-
lems of injury caused by a constantly moving pressure
point and abrasive rubbing action between the under-
arm support of conventional crutches and the under-
arm. The underarm engaging portion of the crutch of
the invention as shown can be curved and/or padded to
conform to the shape of the underarm to even further
minimize the likelihood of injury or abrasion at its point
of contact with the users anatomy.

As is shown in FIG. 1, in particular, the underarm
support 34 is preferably offset relative to the vertical
plane of the vertical support structure 12 so that in use
the vertical support structure 12 is offset from the user’s
body. This offset dimension can be adjusted to fit the
size of the user. Offsetting the vertical support 12 in this
manner makes the crutch ergonomically correct and
enables it to be used in a vertical plane minimizing the
likelihood that the crutch structure 10 will contact the
user’s sides or legs during use.

As shown in FIG. 8, the second method of minimiz-
ing discomfort and injury of the sensitive underarm area
is by providing an independently rotatable underarm
support. In the illustrated embodiment, the support
includes a circular or semi-circular underarm engaging
element 48 which is rotatably mounted within a circular
or semi-circular mounting element 50. The mounting
element 50 can be pivotally coupled to the vertical
support structure 12 of the crutch 10 directly by means
of pivot pins or indirectly by means of vertically extend-
ing tubular elements to which the mounting element 1s
pivotally coupled and which are in turn slidably
mounted to the vertical support structure 12. The un-
derarm support of FIG. 8 provides an even distribution
of load during the use of the crutch and eliminates the
rolling motion of the crutch against the underarm.

As a further feature of the present invention the hand
grip 52 is slidably mounted to the vertical support struc-
ture 12 and pivotal relative thereto. Thus, in the em-
bodiment of FIG. 1, the hand grip 52 is slidably
mounted to the first and second vertical support rods

~ 16. In that embodiment, the hand grip §2 is defined by

50

16 and vertically adjustable relative thereto by aligning

apertures (not shown) defined through vertically ex-
tending portions 38 of the underarm support 34 and
corresponding apertures 40 defined through the vertical
support rods 16 and inserting one or more pins 36 or
~ other fastening means. Further, the cross bar member
42 of the underarm support 34 is pivotally mounted to
L-shaped joints 44 which are rigidly coupled to the
- vertically upper end of the vertical portions 38 of the
underarm support 34.

The cross bar member 42 (arm rest) is secured to the
L-shaped joints 44 with, for example, a nut and bolt (not
'shown). Because the cross bar member 42 is pivotally
mounted to the vertically extending portions 38, which
are in turn slidably coupled to the vertical support rods
16 of the crutch device 10, the underarm support 34 1s
pivotal relative to the vertical support structure 12 and

33

a crossbar member 54 which is pivotally coupled to the
stems 56 of first and second T-shaped tubular joints 58.
The crossbars 60 of the T-shaped joints 58 are in turn
slidably mounted to the vertical support rods 16. The
dimension between the cross bar member 54 and the
vertical rods 16 can be regulated for the user’s comfort.
Thus, the hand grip structure 52 may be fixedly secured
at one of a number of predetermined levels on the sup-
port rods 16 by inserting a bolt (not shown), for exam-
ple, through an aperture (not shown) defined in the

- T-joint, through one of several aperture 62 defined

65

through the vertical support rods 16 and an aperture 64
defined in the cross bar member 54. The locking bolt is
secured in its inserted position with, for example, a nut
screwthreaded to the end thereof which extends
through the cross bar member 54. Such locking bolts
also secure the crossbar member 54 to the T-shaped
joints 8.

The structure of FIG. 1 provides a hand grip 52 that
remains parallel to the walking surface. This provides a
uniform force to the hand and wrist but the wrist must
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bend from the forward to the rear. While this is desir-

able for many users, there are, however, those who

either cannot or prefer not to move or bend their wrist.

As an alternative, then, a circular or semi-circular
element 66, or pivotally mounted handle can be at-
tached to the vertical support structure 12 with a hand
grip element 68 rotatably mounted therewithin, as
shown in FIG. 9. In this manner the hand grip 1s freely
rotatable relative to the crutch support structure so that
it can be easily gripped in a comfortable manner by the
user and at a desired angle relative to the vertical sup-
port structure 12 for facilitating use of the crutch. In-
deed, with such a grip, the hand need not rotate at the
wrist as the grip itself rotates as the crutch is moved.

As shown in FIG. 5, an alternate embodiment of the
present invention is shown. In this embodiment, the
base 76 is designed so that it can either be butlt onto, or
attached to a conventional crutch 78 to give it greater
stability and reduce the likelihood of slipping upon
surface hazards. The spring stabilizers 80 are coupled in
any suitable manner to the vertical crutch structure 78.
The base 76 itself is'substantially similar to the base
support structure tllustrated n FI1G. 1

As is apparent from the foregoing, the articulated
vertical support structure and flat base provided 1n
accordance with the present invention can be employed
not only in crutch-like devices but could also be em-
ployed for each of the three or four legs of a walker-
type device which is manually grasped and leaned upon
to facilitate mobility (FIG. 6). Similarly, the articulated
base and vertical support structure of the invention
could be employed as a walking stick, cane or the like
(FIG. 7). |

As can be seen, if the upper telescoping portion of the
crutch 38 (FIG. 1) is removed, the lower portion can be
used as a cane or two crutches can be joined to form a
walker as seen in FIG. 6. In the lowermost position, the
underarm grip or an accessory grip can be used as a
hand grip so that the device can serve as a cane.

In the alternative, the base 76 of FIG. 5 can be
mounted to the tip of a conventional cane as shown in
FIG. 7.

As a further example, brackets can be provided to
attach the left and right crutches to form a walker-type
structure. Another alternative is to provide a separate
four-legged walker having articulated bases of the type
shown in FIG. 3.

While the invention has been described in connection
with what is presently considered to be the most practi-
cal and preferred embodiment, it is to be understood
that the invention is not to be limited to the disclosed
embodiment, but on the contrary is intended to cover
various modifications and equivalent arrangements in-
cluded within the spirit and scope of the appended
claims.

I claim:

1. A mobility assisting device comprising:
~ a substantially planer base support structure;

a vertical support structure pivotally coupled to said

base support structure;

support means adapted to support at least a portion of

an individual’s weight through engagement with
the individual’s underarm, said support means
being pivotally coupled to said vertical support
structure whereby, in use, said base support struc-
ture and said support means pivot relative to said
vertical support structure so as to remain substan-
tially paralle! to the ground surface;
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said vertical support structure comprising first and
second vertical support rods, said vertical support
rods having first and second ends, said first ends
being pivotally coupled to said substantially planer
base support structure, said support means being
pivotally coupled at each end thereof to said sec-
ond ends of said vertical support rods:

2. The mobility assisting device of claim 1, further
comprising a hand grip element coupled to said vertical
support structure. |

3. The mobility assisting device of claim 2, wherein
said vertical support structure lies in a first vertical
plane and said hand grip element is defined 1n a second
vertical plane which is lateral offset with respect to said
first vertical plane.

4. A mobility assisting device as in claim 1, further
comprising a hand grip element pivotally coupled to
said vertical support structure.

5. A mobility assisting device as in claim 4, wherein
said vertical support structure lies in a first vertical

plane and said hand grip element is defined in a second

vertical plane which is laterally offset with respect to
said first vertical plane.

6. A mobility assisting device as in claim 1, wherein
said underarm support cross bar element is vertically
adjustable relative to said vertical support structure.

7. A mobility assisting device as in claim 1, further
including a friction enhancing elastomeric element
mounted to said base support structure so as to extend
across at least a portion of a bottom surface thereof.

8. A mobility assisting device as in claim 7, wherein
said elastomeric element has a traction increasing sur-
face configuration.

9. A mobility assisting device as in claim 1, further
comprising tension producing means engaged with said
planer base support structure and engaged with said
vertical support structure for urging said base support
structure and said vertical support structure into a pre-
determined angular orientation.

10. A mobility assisting device as in claim 9, wherein
said base support structure includes first and second end
rod elements and first and second side rod elements,
said end rod elements having first and second longitudi-
nal ends, said side rod elements having first and second
longitudinal ends, said end rods being coupled at each
end thereof to a respective end of each of said side rods,
each said vertical support rod being pivotally coupled
at said first end thereof to a respective end rod element.

11. A mobility assisting device as in claim 10, and
further comprising a cross rod element mounted so as to
extend between said first and second side rod elements,
said tension producing means being coupled to said
cross rod element and operatively coupled to said first
and second vertical support rods.

12. A mobility assisting device comprising:

a substantially planer base support structure,

a vertical support structure pivotally coupled to said

base support structure;

an underarm support cross bar element pivotally

coupled to said vertical support structure whereby,
in use, said base support structure and said under-
arm support cross bar element pivot relative to said
vertical support structure so as to remain substan-
tially parallel to the ground surface;

said vertical support structure comprising first and

~ second vertical support rods, said vertical support
rods having first and second ends, said first ends
being pivotally coupled to said substantially planer
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base support structure, said underarm support
cross bar element being pivotally coupled at each
end thereof to said second ends of said vertical
support rods; and

further comprising a hand grip element having first

and second longitudinal ends and being pivotally
coupled at each end thereof to a respective vertical
support rod.

'13. A mobility assisting device as in claim 12, wherem
said underarm support cross bar element is pivotally
coupled to first and second vertically extending ele-
ments, said vertically extending elements being slidably
coupled to said vertical support rods, respectively, and
means for fixedly coupling said vertically extending
elements to said vertical support rods so as to fix said
underarm support cross bar element at a predetermined
height.

14. A mobility assisting device as in claim 12, and

further comprising tension producing means engaged
with said planar base support structure and engaged
with said vertical support structure for urging said base
support structure and said vertical support structure
into a predetermined angular orientation.

15. A mobility assisting device comprising:

a substantially planer base support structure;

a vertical support structure pivotally coupled to said
base support structure, said vertical support struc-
ture having a longitudinal axis in a first vertical
plane; and '

an underarm support cross bar element pivotally
coupled to said vertical support structure whereby,
in use, said base support structure and said under-
arm support cross bar element pivot relative to said
vertical support structure so as to remain substan-
tially parallel to the ground surface, said underarm
support being defined in a second vertical plane
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which is laterally offset with respect to said first

vertical plane, so that the longitudinal axis of said
vertical support structure is not in the plane of said
under arm support.

16. A mobility assisting device comprising:

a substantially planer base support structure;

a vertical support structure pivotally coupled to said
base support structure;

support means adapted to support at least a portion of 45

an individual’s weight through engagement with
the individual’s hand, said support means being
pivotally coupled to said vertical support structure
whereby, in use, said base support structure and
said support means pivot relative to said vertical
support structure so as to remain substantially par-
allel to the ground surface;

said vertical support structure comprising first and
second vertical support rods, said vertical support
rods having first and second ends, said first ends
being pivotally coupled to said substantially planer

50
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base support structure, said support means being

pivotally coupled at each end thereof to said sec-
ond ends of said vertical support rods.

17. A mobility assisting device as in claim 16, further

including a friction enhancing elastomeric element

mounted to said base support structure so as to extend

across at least a portion of a bottom surface thereof.

18. A mobility assisting device as in claim 17, wherein
said elastomeric element has a traction increasing sur-
face configuration.

~ 19. A mobility assisting device as in claim 16, wherein
said cross bar member support means is slidably coupled
to said vertical support structure.

- 20. A mobility assisting device as in claim 16, further
comprising tension producing means engaged with said
planer base support structure and engaged with said
vertical support structure so as to urge said base support
structure and vertical support structure into a predeter-
mined angular orientation.

21. A mobility assisting device as in claim 20, wherein
said tension producing means urges said base member
and said vertical support member into a substantially
perpendicular disposition relative to one another.

22. A mobility assisting device comprising:

a base member;

a vertical support structure pivotally coupled to said

base member;

an underarm support member one of rotatably and

pivotally coupled to said vertical support structure;

a hand grip element one of rotatably and pivotally

coupled to said vertical support structure, said
hand grip element being mounted so as to one or
rotate and pivot in a vertical plane which is one of
parallel to and coincident with a vertical plane of
said vertical support structure; and

at least one tension producing means engaged with

said base member and operatively engaged with
said vertical support structure so as to urge said
base member and said vertical support structure
into a predetermined angular orientation, a central
longitudinal axis of said tension producing means
being disposed at an angle of between about 0° and
180° with respect to a central longitudinal axis of
said vertical support structure.

23. A mobility assisting device as in claim 22, wherein
said hand grip element comprises a cross bar member
rotatably mounted within a substantially circular ele-
ment pivotally mounted to said vertical support struc-
ture. |

- 24. A mobility assisting device as in claim 22, wherein
said underarm support member comprises an underarm
support element rotatably mounted within a substan-
tially circular element, said substantially circular ele-
ment being pivotally coupled to said vertical support

structure.
* * *x % %
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