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[57] ABSTRACT

A vector locked loop is disclosed having a topology
somewhat similar to two cross coupled phase locked
loops, but wherein both magnitude and phase are used
as feedback signals. The output signal is generated by
combining the outputs of two VCOs in a combiner
network. This output signal is fed back to the input,
where phase and magnitude detectors are used to gener-
ate error signals. These error signals are processed to
yield control signals for controlling the frequencies of
the two VCOs. The vector locked loop can be adapted
for a number of applications, including frequency trans-
lation, modulation (phase, amplitude or arbitrary), and
high efficiency linear power amplification.

18 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
VECTOR LOCKED LOOP

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to signal sources, and )
more particularly relates to signal sources that employ a
feedback loop to lock both the phase and amplitude of
the resultant output signal.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 10
INVENTION

The concept of feedback signal generators that are
both phase- and amplitude-locked was first expounded
by Daniel Senderowicz 1n his 1982 PhD dissertation at
U.C. Berkeley, *An NMOS Integrated Vector Lock 15
Loop.” An abbreviated form of this work was published
by the IEEE in the Proceedings of the 1982 Interna-
tional Symposium on Circuits and Systems, volume 3,
pp- 1164-1167.

In the decade since the Senderowicz publications, the
vector locked loop has failed to gain widespread accep-
tance. Indeed, with the exception of a second PhD
dissertation (Say, “Vector-Locked Loop Interference
Canceller,” Polytechnic Institute of New York, 1985),
the published literature seems devoid of any subseguent
mention of the technology

The particular circuit topology taught by the Sende-
rowicz publications, while advantageous in some re-
spects, limits the circuit’s utility and is believed to have
contributed to the vector locked loop’s lack of wide-
spread acceptance In accordance with the present in-
vention, a more versatile topology is disclosed by which
the utility of the VLL is increased and the range of
applications in which the circuit may be advantageously
employed 1s expanded.

As an aid 1n understanding the circuit topology of the
present invention, it will be helpful to first detail certain
of its mathematical underpinnings.

A vector modulated carrier may be expressed as:
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V(r) = A(1)xcos Jwr+ &{1)] (1)

where A(t) represents the amplitude modulation func-
tion and ¢(t) represents the phase modulation.

Using complex notation the above expression be- 43
comes

V(1) = A(1)e'd( ) gt (2)

It 1s often useful to think of a vector modulated signal 50
in terms of a sum of real and imaginary components:

V(0)=[I(s) +jQ(n)] o (3)
where: 55
K1) = A(r)cos [¢{(n)] 4)
and |

Q1) =A(t)sin [$(1)] (3) 60

A vector modulated signal can be expressed graphi-
cally as shown in FIG. 1. A vector with amplitude A(t)
and angle ¢(t) 1s shown to be the sum of two orthogonal
vectors I(t) and Q(t). The I-Q method is often used to 65
generate vector modulated signals. Two signals with a
phase difference of 90 degrees are generated. Their
amplitudes are modulated with I(t) and Q(t) respec-

2

tively. The two modulated signals are then added to-
gether to form the final signal

Another way of representing a vector modulated
signal is to express it as the sum of two signals of equal
amplitude, but with arbitrary phase. For simplicity, the
signals may be assumed to be of unit amplitude

The signal

V(r)=A(n)cos [w1+d(1)] (6}
can be expressed as

Vir)=cos [wi+®1(0)] + cos [wr+d2(1)] (7)

or

V(ri={e"¢“”+e‘““’]e‘*°f ®)

It can be shown that ¢1(t) and ¢2(t) are related to the
amplitude and phase of the signal as:

$1(1)=(1) +cos ™ HA(r) (9)
and
d2([t) = &{1) —cos ~ HA(n) (10)

The reverse relationships are:
N =[d1{1)=d2(1)]/2 (11)
and

A(n)y=2cos{[d1()— d2(0)]/2} (12)

FIG. 2 demonstrates that an arbitrary vector with
length A(t) and angle ¢(t) can be represented as the sum
of two vectors of equal length and phases ¢1(t) and
&2(t). The length, A(t), of the resultant vector must be
less than twice the length of the component vectors. If
the two vectors have unit amplitude as in FIG. 2, then:

A(1)=2 ' (13)

Again, assuming component vectors of unit length, if
the resultant vector has a length of 2, then ¢ 1(1) is equal
to ¢2(t). If A(t) 1s reduced, the two component vectors
move apart. _

With the foregoing by way of background, it can be
seen that a modulation signal of arbitrary magnitude
and phase can be produced by combining two signals
and controlling their phases in a controlled manner. It is
on this principle that the vector locked loop circuit
topology of the present invention is based |

The features and advantages of the present invention
will be more readily apparent from the following De-
tailed Description thereof, which proceeds with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

F1G. 11s a diagram showing the graphical illustration
of a vector modulated signal.

FIG. 2 1s a diagram illustrating that an arbitrary vec-
tor can be decomposed into two vectors of equal magni-
tude.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a vector locked loop
according to one embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 4A-4D are plots showing the frequency re-

sponse of the vector locked loop transfer matrix ele-
ments.
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FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the vector locked loop of

FIG. 3 adapted for frequency translation.

FIG. 6 1s a block diagram of the vector locked loop of

F1G. 3 adapted for amplitude and/or phase modulation.

4
are treated in the following discussion as arbitrary trans-
fer functions F(S) and Fa(8S).
Oscillators 12, 14
Operation of each of the oscillators (here voltage

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of the vector locked loop of 5 controlled oscillators) is characterized by the equations

F1G. 3 employing class C amplifier stages.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION -

Referring to FIG. 3, the illustrated vector locked
loop 10 includes first and second oscillators 12, 14, each
of which produces an output signal whose frequency is
responsive to a signal applied to contro! inputs 16, 18
thereof A combiner circuit 20 has inputs 22, 24 coupled
to outputs 26, 28 of the first and second oscillators 12,
14, and an output 30 coupled to a first input 32 of a
phase detector circuit 34 and first input 36 of a magni-
tude detector circuit 38. A difference circuit 40 has a
first input 42 coupled to an output 44 of the phase detec-
tor 34, a second input 46 coupled to an output 48 of the
magnitude detector 38, and an output 50 coupled to the
control input 16 of the first oscillator 12 through a first
loop filter 52. A summer circuit 54 has a first input 56
coupled to the output 48 of the magnitude detector 38,
a second input 58 coupled to the output 44 of the phase
detector 34, and an output 60 coupled to the control
input 18 of the second oscillator 14 through a second
loop filter 62. Each of the detector circuits 34, 38 aiso
has a second input 64, 66 to which a reference signal can
be applied.

In its operation, the tllustrated vector locked loop 10
1s somewhat similar to two cross coupled phase locked
loops, where both magnitude and phase are used as
feedback signals. The output signal is generated by
combining the outputs of the two VCOs 12, 14 in the
voltage combiner 20. This output signal is fed back to
the input, where the phase and magnitude detectors 34,
38 are used to generate error signals. The difference
between the phase error and the magnitude error i1s fed
to the first VCO 12 through the first loop filter 82. The
sum of the phase error and the magnitude error are fed
to the second VCO 14 through the second loop filter 62.

When the loop is locked, the phase error and the
magnitude error are driven to zero. The output signal
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will then track the phase, frequency, and amplitude of 45

the input signal.

The operation of certain of the foregoing circuit ele-
ments is next examined 1n greater detail.

Phase detector 34

Operation of the phase detector 34 1s characternized
by the equation

Vour=KHd,— d’a) - Ka'd’rrr

where ¢; and ¢, are phases of the input and output
signals respectively.

Magnitude detector 38

Operation of the magnitude detector 38 i1s character-
ized by the equation

Vnur"_*Km(MI‘Mn)—_-KmMrrr (15)
where M, and M, are the magnitudes of the input and
output signals respectively.

Loop filters 52, 62

Elements 52, 62 represent arbitrary loop filter blocks.
These blocks can be used to tailor the dynamics of the
VLL, affecting bandwidth, acquisition time, etc. They

(14)

50

35

¢1=K,Vin (16)

bi(s)=K1 Vin/S (17)

and

w2=KVin (18)

¢2s)=K2¥in/s (19)
Kvl and Kv2 are the voltage to frequency conversion
constants of the two VCO’s.

The phases at the outputs of the VCO’s can be ex-
pressed in matrix form as a function of the signals at the

input to the loop filters:
|| by I

b | Kn Fi(S)/S 0
b |~ 0 Ky Fa(5)/S
Combiner 20
For the sake of simplicity, the outputs of the two
VCO’s are assumed to be of unit amplitude. The signal

at the output of the combiner 20 depends on the phases
of the two VCO’s.

(20)

Gbo=(d1+2)/2 (21)

Mo=2cos[(d) —b2)/2] (22)
The expression for the output magnitude can be linear-

1zed by taking partial derivatives of M, with respect to
¢1 and ¢2.

M, , (23)
5o = —sinl(ér — 62/2] = —[1 — M/4)} = —4

5M, (24)
5, = sin{(d1 — $2)/2] = [1 — M2/4)} = 4

For values of M,< <2, 4A=1
The combiner 20 can then be represented by a matrix:

HEEEAM

Difference circuit 40/Summer circuit 54
The signals at the input to the loop filters 52, 62 are:

(25)

1=Kgborr— KnMepr (26)
and
b2=kgberr+ KmMerr (27)
These can be expressed in matrix form as:
(28)

bl | _ —Km K4 M, - M,
b2 | Km Kg ¢ — ¢
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_ Transfer matnx:

(29)

M,

b, | 5
— 4 A KnFi($/S 0 K Kg M - M,
172 172 0 KpFS)/S Ky Kg b — &

or, 10

(30)
M, M, - M,
[ ﬂ]={c(sn[¢‘_¢ ]
G(S), when expanded, becomes; 15

(31)
A Kp/SIKnFi(S) + KnFiS)] A Kg/S[K,2F(S) — Ky F1(S)]
Km/2{K 2 F2(S) — KnFi(S)]  Kg/2SIKnFi(S) + Ky Fa(S))] 20

The feedback equation in matrix form-can be written as:

Vo= {1+ G~ 'SV (32)

. : : . 25
where I is the 1dentitv matrix, and Vyand V ; are the

input and output vectors respectively.
Solving the above matrix equation yields:

33
M, Sbmom M, (33) 30
do § L1 222 |} &

where

(34) 35

2AKGKK 1 K F1(S)F2AS)
5 + S(AKm + Ka/DIFI(SIK + FaS)Ki2) +

2AK i KgK 1 K2 F1(S)F2(S)

SAKAK 2 F3(S) — K1 F(S)] (33) 40
5% + S(AKp + Kg/FI(S)K + F2AS)K3] +
ZAKmKdKVIKFEFI(S)FZ(S)

SK/Z[K?Z_{:Z(S)_: Kl-']Fl(S)] (36)

§? + S(AKy + Ka/2FUDKn + FAS)K] + 45
24K i KgK | K2 F1(S)F2(S)

I

SKa/2KnFi(S) + KaFaS) + (/)

N MKdKKﬂKPZFI(S)FZ(S)
S + S(AKm + Ki/D[Fi(S)K + FaSKya) + 50
2AK K gK 1 K 2 FI(S)F2(S)

122

It is instructive to note that if F2(S)K.2=F1($)K, the
two paths are balanced and the cross terms tyz and 3
are zero. This means that the output magnitude is only 35
dependent on the input magnitude, and the output phase
1s only dependent on the input phase. Even if perfect
balance is not achieved, a good balance i1s desireable
because it minimizes the effects of magnitude on phase
and phase on magnitude. 60

It should also be noted that the dependencies of out-
put magnitude on input magnitude, and of output phase
on input phase, are low-pass functions while the depen-
dencies of output phase on input magnitude, and of
output magnitude on input phase, are band-pass func- 65
tions. The maximum gain of the bandpass function be-
comes zero if the two paths in the loops are perfectly
matched. At low modulation frequencies, the output

6

phase will be equal to the input phase and the output
magnitude will be equal to the input magnitude. These
relationships are shown in the graphs of FIGS. 4A4D.

The fact that the phase and amplitude of the output
are equal to the phase and amplitude of the input makes
the VLL useful in a variety of applications, a few of
which are detailed below.

A first exemplary application of the VLL 1s as a fre-
quency translator, such as may be used to up-convert
low frequency signals that have arbitrary (1.e. vector)
modulation. Referring to FIG. §, the output of the VLL
is applied to a mixer 68, to which a local oscillator signal
is also applied. A low-pas filter 70 1s used to eliminate
any unwanted mixer products. The output of the filter
70 is then compared with the input signal, generating
amplitude and phase error signals as before. When
locked, the frequency of the VLL output signal will be
the sum of that of the local oscillator signal and the
input signal. Any modulation present in the input signal
will also be present in the output signal.

A second exemplary application of the illustrated
VLL is as a phase and/or amplitude (1.e. vector) modu-
lator. The modulation signal is first decomposed into a
phase component and an amplitude component. The
phase component is added to the phase error by a sum-
mer circuit 72 after the phase detector 34. The ampli-
tude component 1s added to the magnitude error by a
summer circuit 74 at the output of the magnitude detec-
tor 38. The frequency of the output signal will be equal
to that of the input signal, but it will be modulated 1n
accordance with the AM and phase modulation inputs.

A third exemplary application of the illustrated VLL
is as a RF power amplifier.

Signals with arbitrary modulation require linear am-
plifiers to maintain signal fidelity. Linear amplification
is undesirable, however, due to the very low efficiencies
of linear amplifier circuits. The VLL can be used to
achieve linear amplification of bandpass signals while
utilizing only non-linear power amplifiers.

Referring to FIG. 7, the output of each VCO 12, 14
is fed to an identical non-linear power amplifier 76, 78.
The outputs of the power amplifiers are then added
together in the combiner 20. The output of the com-
biner is sent to the load (typically an antenna) of the
amplifier through a filter 82 that suppresses undesired
spectral components. A portion of the signal is then
attenuated by an attenuator 80 and compared to the
input signal, thereby generating both a phase error and
an amplitude error. Again, both of these errors are
nulled. The output then is an accurate reproduction of
the input signal. The gain of the system is the reciprocal
of the attenuation.

Having described and illustrated the principles of my
invention with reference to an illustrative embodiment,
it will be recognized that the invention can be modified
in arrangement and detail without departing from such
principles. For example, while the invention has been
illustrated with reference to circuits employing voltage
controlled oscillators, it will be recognized that the
invention can be practiced with any other signal sources
that are responsive to control signals. Similarly, while
the invention has been illustrated with reference.to a
pair of summer/difference circuits that combine the
output signals from the phase and magnitude detectors
and control the VCOs therefrom, it will be recognized
that a variety of other circuit blocks can be substituted
for these elements. Such other circuit blocks may pro-
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duce output control signals according to a variety of

different matnix transfer functions from the phase error
and magnitude error input signals, of which only a
single illustrative matrix transfer function has been illus-
trated.

Still further, while the invention has been illustrated
with reference 10 VCOs that provide equal-amplitude
output signals, 1t will be recognized that this need not be
the case. While VCOs with different output amplitudes
cannot ordinarily be combined to provide an output
signal of zero magnitude (since the requirement of equal
and opposite cannot be met), this is a limitation that
does not matter in certain embodiments of the inven-
tion. In yet other cases it is desirable to provide an
equalization circuit between at least one of the VCO
outputs and the combiner circuit so that the signal am-
plitudes can be precisely matched prior to combining.

In view of the many possible embodiments to which
the principles of my invention may be put, it should be
recognized that the detailed embodiment is illustrative
only and should not be taken as limiting the scope of my
invention. Rather, 1 claim as my invention all such em-
bodiments as may come within the scope and spirit of
the following claims and equivalents thereto.

I claim:

1. A circuit comprising;

first and second oscillators, the frequency of each
being responsive to a signal applied to a control
input thereof;

a combiner circuit having inputs coupled to outputs
of the first and second oscillators; |

a phase detector and an amplitude detector, an output
of the combiner being coupled to a first input of the
phase detector and to a first input of the magnitude
detector;

a circuit block having a first input coupled to an
output of the phase detector and a second input
coupled to an output of the magnitude detector, the
circuit block having first and second outputs cou-
pled to the control inputs of the first and second
oscillators, respectively, the signals provided by
the circuit block on the first and second outputs
being related to the signals provided to the circuit
block on the first and second inputs according to a
transfer matrix; and

a circuit input terminal coupled to a second input of
the phase detector and to a second input of the
magnitude detector.

2. The circuit of claim 1 in which the circuit block

COmprises:

a difference circuit having a first input coupled to an
output of the phase detector, a second input cou-
pled to an output of the magnitude detector, and an
output coupled to the control input of the first
oscillator; and

a summer circuit having a first input coupled to the
output of the magnitude detector, a second input
coupled to the output of the phase detector, and an
output coupled to the contro!l input of the second
oscillator.

3. The circuit of claim 1 which further comprises:

a first loop filter serially coupled with the control
mput of the first oscillator; and

a second loop filter senally coupled with the control
input of the second oscillator.

4. The circuit of claim 1 which further includes a

mixer having a first input coupled to the outpout of the
combiner, a second mput coupled to a source of local
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8

oscillator signals, and an output coupied to the first
inputs of the phase and magnitude detectors.

5. The circuit of claim 1 which further includes 2
phase modulator circuit interposed between the phase
detector output and the first input of the circuit block,
the phase modulator circuit having a first input coupled
to the output of the phase detector and having a second
input coupled to a source of a phase modulation signal,
the phase modulator circuit having an output coupled
to the first input of the circuit block.

6. The circuit of claim 1 which further includes an
amplitude modulator circuit interposed between the
magnitude detector output and the second input of the
circuit block, the amplitude modulator circuit having a
first input coupled to the output of the magnitude detec-
tor and having a second input coupled to a source of an
amplitude modulation signal, the amplitude modulator
circuit having an output coupled to the second input of
the circuit block.

7. The circuit of claim 1 which further includes first
and second non-linear amplifiers interposed between
the outputs of the first and second oscillators and the
inputs of the combiner circuit, respectively.

8. The circuit of claim 7 which further includes an
attenuator circuit interposed between the output of the
combiner circuit and the inputs of the phase and magni-
tude detectors.

9. A method of signal generation comprising the
steps:

providing an input signal;

generating first and second oscillator signals;

combining the first and second oscillator signals to

yield an output signal; |

companng the phase and magnitude of the output

signal with that of the input signal and producing
phase and magnitude error signals corresponding
thereto; and

generating first and second oscillator control signals

In response to the phase and magnitude error sig-
nals, and controlling the first and second oscillators
1n response to said control signals.

10. The method of claim 9 in which the combining

'stEp includes combining first and second oscillator sig-

nals of equal magnitudes.
11. The method of claim 9 which further comprises:
generating a sum contro] signal from the phase and
magnitude error signals and controlling the first
oscillator signal in response thereto; and
generating a difference control signal from the phase
and magnitude error signals and controlling the
second oscillator signal in response thereto.

12. The method of claim 11 which further includes
filtering the sum and difference control signals prior to
controlling the first and second oscillator signals there-
with.

13. The method of claim 9 which further includes
mixing the output signal with a local oscillator signal to
generate a translated output signal, and using said trans-
lated output signal in producing the phase and magni-
tude error signals.

14. The method of claim 9 which further includes
modulating the phase error signal to phase modulate the
output signal.

15. The method of claim 14 which further includes
modulating the magnitude error signal to vector modu- -
late the output signal.
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16. The method of claim 9 which further includes
modulating the magnitude error signal to amplitude
modulate the output signal.

17. The method of claim 9 which further includes
non-linearly amplifying the first and second oscillator
signals before combining to yield an output signal.

18. A method of generating an arbitrarily.modulated
signal comprising the steps:

providing an input carrier signal;

generating first and second oscillator signals;

combining the first and second oscillator signals to

yield an output signal;

companng the phase and magnitude of the output

signal with that of the input signal and producing
phase and magnitude error signals corresponding
thereto;
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10

generating phase and amplitude modulation signals
corresponding to a desired vector modulation for-
mat:

summing the phase modulation signal with the phase
error signal to produce a summed phase error sig-
nal:

summing the amplitude modulation signal with the
magnitude error signal to produce a summed mag-
nitude error signal;

generating a difference control signal from the
summed phase and magnitude error signals and
controlling the first oscillator signal in response
thereto; and

generating a sum control signal from the summed
phase and magnitude error signals and controlling

the second oscillator signal in response thereto.
* ¥ % % L
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CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : 5,105,168

DATED : APRIL 14, 1992

INVENTORIS) : 0 & DaSilva_

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby
corrected as shown below:

Col. 2, 1. 29 - delete “d ()= [¢1 (t) = ¢2 (t) ] / 2” and insert
therefor -- ¢ (t) = [¢1 (t) + 62 (t) ]/ 2--; and
Col. 4, 1. 2 - delete “¢; = K1 Vi~ and insert therefor - =Ky Vin—-.

Signed and Sealed this
Twenty-fifth Day of April, 1995

BRUCE LEHMAN

Artesting Officer Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks




	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims
	Corrections/Annotated Pages

