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[57] ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to an improved gardening
tool. The improved gardening tool is seen to include a
V-shaped tool portion having a plurality of V-shaped
cutting edges therein. The tool portion includes a con-
necting means thereon which is adapted to removably
receive a handle. The tool portion and handle are re-
movably attachable to facilitate using different configu-

~ rations of handles as well as different sized tool por-

tions.

5 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
GARDENING TOOL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

‘The present invention relates to an improved garden-
ing tool. In the prior art, gardening tools are known.
U.S. Pat. No. 789,803 to Garrison and U.S. Pat. No.
2,809,427 to Bradford are examples of gardening tools
with U.S. Pat. No. 2,551,899 to Pfeifer et al. disclosing
another example of a gardening tool. The Pfeifer et al.
gardening tool is seen to include a plurality of stepped
edges on a cutting blade that is attached to a handle.

Applicant is unaware of any prior art gardening tools
which include all of the features and aspects of the
present invention including an improved gardening tool
having a V-shaped tool portion containing therein a
plurality of V-shaped cutting edges.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an improved garden-

ing tool. The present invention includes the following
interrelated aspects and features:

A) In a first aspect, the improved gardening tool
includes a tool portion, a handle portion and a
connecting means being adapted to join the tool
portion to the handle portion.

B) The tool portion is configured in a V-shape and 1s
seen to include a plurality of V-shaped cutting
edges therein. The cutting edges include a beveled
portion therein which terminates in a sharpened

edge which permits shearing or cutting during use
In a garden.

C) The connecting means is attached to the tool por-
tion and is adapted to removably receive a handle.
The handle may have a curved portion therein to
facilitate using the improved gardening tool while
in an upright position.

D) Both the tool portion and the handle may come in
different sizes to facilitate using the gardening tool
for different purposes in the garden. The connect-
ing means allows interchangeability between dif-
ferent sized tool portions and handles.

Accordingly, 1t is a first object of the present inven-
tion to provide an improved gardening tool. |

It 1s a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide such a device including a V-shaped tool portion
having a plurality of V-shaped cutting edges therein.

It is a yet further object of the present invention to
provide an improved gardening tool permitting inter-
changeability between different sized handles and/or
tool portions.

These and other objects, aspects and features of the
present invention will be better understood from the
" following detailed description of the preferred embodi-
ment when read in conjunction with the appended
drawing figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of the improved
gardening tool. |

FIG. 2 shows a top view of the tool portion and
connecting means.

FIG. 3 shows a side view of the tool portion and
connecting means.

FIG. 4 shows a perspective view of the handle re-
moved from the tool portion of the improved gardening
tool.
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SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference, first, to FIG. 1, the improved garden-
ing tool i1s generally designated by the reference nu-
meral 10 and is seen to include a V-shaped tool portion
1 having a plurality of V-shaped cutting edges 9 therein.
Attached to the tool portion 1 i1s a connecting plate 3,
the connecting plate 3 having attached thereto a square
handle receiving member 5.

The handle may include a wooden portion 8 and a
metal curved portion 7. The wooden portion 8 is shown
press-fit into the hollow curved metal portion 7. How-
ever, other means of attachment between the metal
curved portion 7 and the wooden handle 8 may be
utilized such as fasteners or the like.

The square metal member § has an opening therein
which is adapted to receive a pin 11 which connects the
metal handle portion 7 to the tool portion 1. This means
of attachment permits different handles to be utilized .
with a particular tool portion or, in the alternative,
different sized tool portions may be used with a particu-
lar handle. Of course, other types of means may be
utilized to removably connect the handle to the tool
portion such as a nut and bolt or the like.

With reference to FIGS. 2 and 3, the tool portion 11s
more clearly illustrated and 1s seen to include a first
portion 26 joined to a second portion 29 by the weld 13.
The joining of members 26 and 29 in this fashion creates
a V-shape which enhances the cutting action of the tool
when used in a garden. Each of the members 26 and 29
have a plurality of V-shaped cutting edges 9 therein.
Each cutting edge 9 has a pair of beveled portions 21
which terminate in sharpened cutting edges 19. Of
course, more or less of the cutting edges 9 may be lo-
cated on either the member 26 or the member 29. Each
of the members 26 and 29 have a beveled edge 28
thereon which facilitates pushing the gardening tool in
a forward motion. A preferred angle for the beveled
edge 28 would include about 10°,

As can be seen from the drawings. the connecting
plate 3 is attached to the members 26 and 29 by the
welds 15. Of course, other means of attachment may be
utilized such as nuts and bolts or screws.

‘The square connecting member S is shown welded to

 the connecting plate 3 at the reference numeral 17. The
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connecting member § has an opening 23 therein which
is adapted to receive the connecting pin 11 which se-
cures the handle when inserted into the square connect-
ing member 3. |

With reference to FIG. 4 and again FIG. 2, the
curved metal portion 7 has an opening 25 therein which
aligns with the opening 23 in the square connecting
member 5§ such that the handle may be securely held by
the connecting pin 11. The curved metal member 7 is
seen to include a straight portion 31 which is adapted to
fit within the square metal member §, a curved portion
39 and a straight portion 27. The curved portion 39 may
have a radius of approximately 45° such that a user may
comfortably use the improved gardening tool while
standing up. -

The tool portion may also be reversed 180" on the
handle so that the tool portion may be pulled towards a
user during gardening to reach under plants and other
hard to access areas. Addittonally, the handle may com-
prise a typical garden tool handle having a ferrule on
one end thereof and a rod having one end designed to be
inserted into the connecting member § with the other



5,046,254

3

end designed to attach to the ferrule. Of course, other
known types of handles may be utilized with the inven-
tive gardening tool.

Preferred dimensions for the improved gardening
tool would include the members 26 and 29 being 6 §
inches in length and 1 inch in width and the connecting
plate 3 being 4 inches in length and 1 inch in width. The
cutting edges 9 may be # inches deep and  inches wide.
The bevel of the members 26 and 29 may be approxi-
mately 10 degrees. Regarding the metal curved portion
7, the portion 27 may be 4 § inches, the portion 31 may
be 1 § inches and the diameter of the handle portion 7
may be # inches. Of course, these dimensions are merely
exemplary and one skilled in the art may utilize different
dimensions according to the particular use required.

The improved gardening tool may be made out of
any materials. A preferred material would include a
carbon steel for the tool portion, connecting plate, con-
necting member and the handle portion 7. Use of this
material would facilitate attaching the various compo-
nents together as well as providing for a durable and
strong device. | |

The improved gardening tool offers many advantages
over other prior art devices. The unique V-shaped tool
portion having the V-shaped cutting edges therein pro-
vides an efficient and quick way of shearing unwanted
weeds and other growth in a garden. Furthermore, the
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configuration of the handle in combination with the

V-shaped tool portion and cutting edges minimizes
strain on a user during the gardening process.

As such, an invention has been disclosed in terms of a
preferred embodiment thereof which fulfills each and
every one of the objects of the invention as set forth
hereinabove and provides an improved gardening tool
of great novelty and utility. Of course, various changes,
modifications and alterations in the teachings of the
present invention may be contemplated by those skilled
in the art without departing from the intended spirit and
scope thereof. As such, it is intended that the present
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4
invention only be limited by the terms of the appended
claims.
I claim:

1. An improved gardening tool comprising:

a) a tool portion, said tool portion further comprising
a V-shaped member having first and second legs
‘meeting at a vertex, each leg having a top surface,
a bottom surface and an axis of elongation, said
V-shaped member includes a first beveled edge,
said V-shaped member further including a plurality
of V-shaped cutting edges therein, each said V-
shaped cutting edge consisting of second and third
beveled edges, each of said second and third bev-
eled edges terminating in a sharp edge at said bot-
tom surface, each said cutting edge being config-
ured to create a V-shape in said V-shaped cutting
edge with each of said third beveled edges being
generally perpendicular to the axis of elongation of
the leg on which it is located;

b) a handle; and

¢) a connecting means for removably connecting said

tool portion to said handle with said handle having
a connecting portion generally perpendicular to
said tool portion.

2. The invention of claim 1, wherein said connecting
means further comprises a plate attached to said V-
shaped member and a hollow connecting member hav-
ing an opening therethrough attached to said plate.

3. The invention of claim 2, wherein said handle fur-

ther includes a hollow metal tube having a curved por-
tion therein, said hollow metal tube having a further
opening therethrough, said further opening aligning
-with said opening in said hollow connecting member.

4. The invention of claim 1. wherein said V-shaped
member further comprises a first member integrally
attached to a second member, said first and said second
members forming said V-shape.

5. The invention of claim 1, wherein said first and said

second members are welded together.
% X % ¥ %
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